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PROPOSAL.
Section/Paragraph:  Art. 210, Part L. General, para. 210.12
Revise the section of the paragraph covering dwelling unit bedrooms as follows:

() Dwelling Unit Bedrooms. All branch circuits that supply 125-volt, single-phase, 15-
and 20-ampere outlets installed in dwelling unit bedrooms shall be protected by an-are-

ault-cirenitinterrupter-listed-to-provide-nrote top-to-the-entire branch-ci it a listed arc-
fault circuit interrupter, branch/feeder type, or a listed arc-fault circuit interrupter, outlet
branch circuit type. The arc-fault circuit interrupter, outlet branch circuit type, shall be
the outlet closest to, and within 3.0 m (10 ft) of the overcurrent device as measured along
the branch circuit conductors.
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STATEMENT OF PROBLEM AND SUBSTANTIATION FOR PROPOSAL.

The existing requirement at 210.12 covering dwelling unit bedrooms has been modified
to include both types of arc-fault circuit interrupters (i.e., branch/feeder type and outlet
branch circuit type) that are to be covered by expanded definitions.

Although AFCI devices currently available are incorporated within circuit breakers,
AFCI devices have been listed that are incorporated into outlet devices. While only
AFCVcircuit breakers can de-energize the entire branch circuit, listed AFCI/outlet
devices can be applied in applications where fuses are provided as the branch circuit
overcurrent protection devices. In addition, listed AFCl/outlet devices have been
investigated and listed as an outlet branch circuit type with expanded arc detection
capabilities, including sensing certain arcing conditions upstream of the AFCL/outlet
device location, and sensing broader arcing conditions downstream of the AFCT/device
location. These safety devices that provide the broadest range of fire protection to the
occupants of dwellings.



