§7.2

Administrator, Agricultural Stabiliza-
tion and Conservation Service
(““ASCS”).

(b) State, county, and community
committees, and representatives and
employees thereof, do not have author-
ity to modify or waive any of the provi-
sions of this part.

(c) The State committees shall take
any action required by these regula-
tions which has not been taken by the
county committee. The State com-
mittee shall also:

(1) Correct, or require a county com-
mittee to correct, any action taken by
such county committee which is not in
accordance with this part, or

(2) Require a county committee to
withhold taking any action which is
not in accordance with this part.

(d) No provision or delegation herein
to a State or county committee shall
preclude the Administrator, ASCS, or a
designee of the Administrator, from de-
termining any question arising under
this part, or from reversing or modi-
fying any determination made by a
State or county committee.

§7.2 General.

State, county, and community com-
mittees shall, as directed by the Sec-
retary of a designee of the Secretary,
carry out the programs and functions
of the Secretary.

§7.3 Definitions.

The terms defined in part 719 of this
title governing the reconstitution of
farms shall also be applicable to this
part.

§7.4 Selection of committee members.

State committee members shall be
selected by the Secretary and shall
serve at the pleasure of the Secretary.
County and community committee
members shall be elected in accordance
with §7.9 of this part.

§7.5 Eligible voters.

(a) Voters eligible to participate in:

(1) The direct election of county com-
mittee members and

(2) Community committee elections
shall be persons who meet the require-
ments of paragraphs (b) and (c) of this
section.
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(b) Any person, regardless of race,
color, religion, sex, age, or national or-
igin, who has an interest in a farm as
owner, operator, tenant, or share-
cropper and who is of legal voting age
in the State in which the farm is lo-
cated, and any person not of such legal
voting age who is in charge of the su-
pervision and conduct of the farming
operations on an entire farm, shall be
eligible to vote for direct election of
county committee members or commu-
nity committee members if such per-
son is eligible to participate with re-
spect to the farm in any program ad-
ministered by the county committee.

(c¢) In any State having a community
property law, the spouse of a person
who is eligible to vote in accordance
with paragraph (b) of this section shall
also be eligible to vote.

(d) If an eligible voter is an entity
other than an individual, the eligible
voter’s vote may be cast by a duly au-
thorized representative of such entity,
as determined by the Deputy Adminis-
trator, State and County Operations,
ASCS (“‘Deputy Administrator’).

(e) Each county office shall have a
list of eligible voters for each commu-
nity within the county available for
public inspection in advance of the
community committee election.

(f) Each eligible voter shall be enti-
tled to only one ballot in any election
held in any one local administrative
area. If the eligible voter has an inter-
est in land located in more than one
community in the county, such voter
shall not be entitled to vote in more
than one community in the county.
There shall be no voting by proxy.

§7.6 Determination of elective areas.

(a) Local administrative areas and com-
munities. (1) Except as provided in para-
graph (b) of this section, there shall be
three local administrative areas in
each county. With respect to Alaska,
the term “‘county’’ shall be the area so
designated by the State committee.

(2) Each local administrative area
shall have at least one community
committee consisting of three mem-
bers.

(3) The boundaries of the commu-
nities and local administrative areas
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shall be determined by the State com-
mittee after considering recommenda-
tions by the county committee.

(b) Exceptions to general rule. (1) A
local administrative area may have
more than one community committee
if the county had more than three com-
munity committees on December 23,
1985.

(2) In counties with less than 150 pro-
ducers, the county committee may re-
duce the number of communities to
one.

(3) The Deputy Administrator may
include more than one county or parts
of different counties in a community if
it is determined that there is an insuf-
ficient number of producers in an area
to establish a slate of candidates for a
community committee and hold an
election.

(4) In counties which had less than
three communities on December 23,
1985, the county committee may estab-
lish one community for the county.

(5) In any county where there is only
one community, the community com-
mittee shall be the county committee.

(c) The county committee shall give
public notice of the community bound-
aries in advance of the election.

§7.7 Calling of elections.

(a) Each election of community com-
mittee members shall be held on a
date, or within a specified period of
time, determined by the Deputy Ad-
ministrator. Such date or period of
time shall fall within a period begin-
ning on or after July 1 and ending not
later than December 30 each year. Each
such election shall be held in accord-
ance with instructions issued by the
Deputy Administrator which shall be
available for examination in each
county office.

(b) If the number of eligible voters
voting in any election of community
committee members is so small that
the State committee determines that
the result of the election does not rep-
resent the views of a substantial num-
ber of eligible voters, the State com-
mittee shall declare the election void
and call a new election. If it is deter-
mined by the State committee that the
election for any position on a commu-
nity committee has not been held sub-
stantially in accordance with official

§7.9

instructions, the State committee
shall declare such election void and
call a new election.

§7.8 Conduct of community committee
elections.

(a) The county committee serving at
the time shall be responsible for the
conduct of community committee elec-
tions in accordance with instructions
issued by the Deputy Administrator.

(b) Elections shall not be associated
with, or held in conjunction with, any
other election or referendum conducted
for any other purpose.

(c) The county committee shall give
advance public notice of how, when,
and where eligible voters may vote;
when and where the votes will be
counted; and the right to witness the
vote counting.

(d) All nominees shall be notified in
writing of the outcome of the election
by the county executive director.

§7.9 Election of community committee
members, delegates to local admin-
istrative area and county conven-
{:)ions, and county committee mem-

ers.

(a) Where there are three local ad-
ministrative areas as provided in §7.6
of this part there shall be an election
of community committee members and
alternates for a term of three years, or
until such person’s successor is elected
and qualified, in one of the local ad-
ministrative areas so that the term of
office of the community committee
members and alternates within one of
the local administrative areas will ex-
pire each year.

(b) Except as provided in paragraph
(d) of this section, the eligible voters in
a community shall elect every three
years a community committee com-
posed of three members and shall elect
first and second alternates to serve as
acting members of the community
committee in the order elected in case
of the temporary absence of a member,
or to become a member of the commu-
nity committee in the order elected in
case of the resignation, disqualifica-
tion, removal, or death of a member.
An acting member of the community
committee shall have the same duties
and the same authority as a regular
member of such committee. The elec-
tion shall be conducted by mail ballot

303



