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(a) The producer must show that he 
has legal authority to the literary 
property concerned. 

(b) The producer must show access to 
a distribution channel recognized by 
the motion picture or television indus-
try. In lieu of complete distribution 
plans for a television series, a producer 
must produce satisfactory evidence of 
financial responsibility (showing finan-
cial resources adequate for the 
defrayment of costs for the proposed 
undertaking). 

(c) The commercial advertising of 
any show produced, using oral or writ-
ten rights granted to the producer, 
shall not indicate any endorsement, ei-
ther direct or implied, by the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture or its agen-
cies, of the sponsor’s product. 

(d) Commercial sponsorship shall be 
only by a person, firm, or corporation 
acceptable under the terms of the 1954 
Television Code of the National Asso-
ciation of Radio and Television Broad-
casters, and all subsequent amend-
ments thereto. Political sponsorship 
shall not be permitted. 

(e) That no production costs shall be 
chargeable to the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture. 

(f) That such cooperation will not 
interfere with the conduct of Depart-
ment programs. 

(g) All damages, losses and personal 
liability incurred by producer will be 
his responsibility. 

(h) That mutual understanding and 
agreement will be reached upon story, 
script and film treatment with the De-
partment before film production is 
begun. 

§ 1.76 Department cooperation. 
When the producer agrees to meet 

the above stipulations to the satisfac-
tion of the Director of Information, the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture and its 
agencies will be available for consulta-
tion on story ideas and give guidance 
through the services of a technical ad-
visor to insure technical authenticity. 
Equipment, locations, and personnel 
will be available to the extent that 
such availability is concurrent with 
normal and usual conduct of the oper-
ations of the Department. The Depart-
ment will check and work with the co-
operators to arrange shooting sched-

ules in order to avoid interferences 
with working schedules. 

§ 1.77 Assignment of priorities. 
(a) Authority. (1) The Director of In-

formation or his designee will make as-
signment of priorities for the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture for a tele-
vision film company’s and/or individual 
producer’s story treatment of the sub-
ject matter, but no such priority shall 
limit use of the subject matter itself. 

(2) A priority will be given in writing 
upon acceptance in writing by the pro-
ducer of the stipulations in § 1.75(b). 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture 
will hold the producer’s treatment of 
the story material in confidence until 
the producer has made a public release 
pertaining to the subject. 

(b) Time and scope. A priority will be 
given on the producer’s story treat-
ment for an agreed upon period of time. 
Requests for cooperation with similar 
or conflicting ideas and backgrounds 
will be considered only after holder of 
the first priority has used the agreed 
upon time to develop the materials. 

(1) Details on priorities will be writ-
ten into the agreements. 

(2) The Director of Information will 
retain the right to cancel priorities 
when the producer at any stage vio-
lates the provisions of the regulations 
or of a particular agreement, or when 
public interest is no longer served. 

(3) No priority will be canceled until 
the producer has had an opportunity to 
appear before the Secretary of Agri-
culture or his designee. 

§ 1.78 Development of special working 
relationships. 

(a) Preliminary. Prior to the sub-
mittal of a script or the rendering of an 
agreement, assistance may be given by 
the Department or one of its agencies 
in outlining story plans, visits to field 
points, and other incidentals that will 
assist the producer in determining his 
course of action. 

(b) Request for special working arrange-
ments. Once the decision is made to go 
ahead with an agreement, either the 
interested agency or the producer will 
make a written submission to the Di-
rector of Information, requesting that 
special working arrangements be es-
tablished. 
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