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Appendix table 2-17
Foreign graduate student enrollment in U.S. universities, by selected place of origin: 
Selected years, 1987–2004

Place of origin Students

1987
All locations ............................................................................................................  156,366

Taiwan ...............................................................................................................  20,875
China .................................................................................................................  20,388
India ...................................................................................................................  15,547
South Korea ........................................................................................................  14,939
Canada ...............................................................................................................  5,915
Japan .................................................................................................................  4,260
Malaysia .............................................................................................................  4,149
Thailand .............................................................................................................  3,620
Indonesia ...........................................................................................................  2,586
Mexico ...............................................................................................................  1,882
Other locations ...................................................................................................  62,206

1993
 All locations ...........................................................................................................  201,038

China .................................................................................................................  36,370
India ...................................................................................................................  27,533
Taiwan ...............................................................................................................  24,623
South Korea ........................................................................................................  15,785
Canada ...............................................................................................................  8,455
Japan .................................................................................................................  7,755
Thailand .............................................................................................................  5,621
Indonesia ...........................................................................................................  3,399
Mexico ...............................................................................................................  2,855
Malaysia .............................................................................................................  2,078
Other locations ...................................................................................................  66,564

1999
 All locations ...........................................................................................................  225,383

China .................................................................................................................  44,127
India ...................................................................................................................  30,533
South Korea ........................................................................................................  20,085
Taiwan ...............................................................................................................  14,891
Canada ...............................................................................................................  10,133
Japan .................................................................................................................  8,897
Thailand .............................................................................................................  6,872
Mexico ...............................................................................................................  4,026
Indonesia ...........................................................................................................  2,708
Malaysia .............................................................................................................  1,984
Other locations ...................................................................................................  81,127

2004
 All locations ...........................................................................................................  279,076

India ...................................................................................................................  63,013
China .................................................................................................................  50,796
South Korea ........................................................................................................  24,757
Taiwan ...............................................................................................................  15,015
Canada ...............................................................................................................  12,129
Japan .................................................................................................................  8,681
Turkey ................................................................................................................  6,912
Thailand .............................................................................................................  5,708
Mexico ...............................................................................................................  4,225
Germany ............................................................................................................  3,915
Other locations ...................................................................................................  83,925

NOTES: Data for temporary residents only. Student counts other than total foreign student enrollment imputed from data 
reported by institutions. Large discrepancy between academic-level values reported by country and those provided by U.S. 
institutions for foreign students because of differential response rates to nationality question and academic-level question. 

SOURCES: Institute of International Education, Annual Census of Foreign Students, special tabulations (2001); and Open Doors 
2004: Report on International Educational Exchange (2004).
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