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Freshmen intending to major in selected S&E fields, by sex and race/ethnicity: Selected years, 1985-2006
(Percent)
Sex, race/ethnicity, and field 1985 1987 1989 1991 1993 1995 1997 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
MIBLE .. s 61.4 59.2 57.3 57.9 56.1 54.5 55.6 56.2 55.9 55.8 55.5 54.8 55.0 53.5 53.2
FEMAIE ..o 38.6 40.8 42.7 42.1 439 455 44.4 43.8 441 44.2 44.4 45.2 45.0 46.5 46.8
WHITE ..o 83.7 83.1 81.8 76.9 79.1 76.2 76.3 74.4 72.4 71.2 721 71.6 721 70.6 72.0
PRYSICAl SCIENCES ... s 86.3 88.3 87.6 85.0 85.7 84.7 84.6 84.9 82.5 80.8 80.6 78.6 79.7 78.8 79.0
Biological/agricultural SCIENCES............cvveerriereiericirecirecieens 84.2 82.9 81.9 77.5 79.4 76.6 77.0 75.3 7.5 68.9 68.3 65.1 65.1 64.5 65.8
Mathematics/Statistics. .........covueverrreeirienreees e 89.7 89.1 89.8 84.7 86.9 83.5 82.9 82.7 82.8 81.4 80.0 78.6 80.8 79.2 78.5
COMPULET SCIBNCES ...t 7.2 73.4 68.5 61.3 66.3 65.2 68.0 63.7 64.0 62.6 68.8 7.7 71.6 69.9 747
Social/behavioral SCIBNCES...........ceururerriiirieieisreee s 88.2 85.6 83.5 79.0 81.3 78.6 78.5 76.9 74.3 71.9 73.0 73.2 741 72.3 72.3
ENGINEEIING ...vovvieiici e 83.3 81.5 81.1 76.1 77.2 74.3 75.2 745 73.3 74.1 72.6 72.8 73.6 71.3 74.8
ASIAN AMETICAN. ...ttt 4.2 47 47 5.9 5.7 7.2 8.1 94 9.7 9.6 10.2 11.6 1.9 11.8 12.0
PhYSICal SCIENCES .....cvevevieiieieieieieeees sttt 5.4 45 4.0 52 4.6 55 5.4 6.2 6.5 6.9 7.3 9.5 9.2 94 10.5
Biological/agricultural SCIENCES............cevrvriiireiirieirieieeiees 5.6 6.9 6.2 8.2 7.4 8.5 8.3 94 10.8 10.9 127 16.4 16.8 16.7 17.0
Mathematics/statistics..........oceurierrireirierereeees 2.8 31 33 43 4.2 45 5.1 6.3 6.9 8.0 8.3 10.3 9.0 95 1.4
COMPULET SCIBNCES ...t 1.9 45 34 6.2 55 9.3 14 16.1 14.8 144 11.8 10.6 9.2 91 8.6
Social/behavioral SCIENCES..........coueremeerieirieirieiseeeeieeeeeees 2.4 2.5 3.0 3.8 4.0 4.3 4.8 5.0 5.6 58 6.4 7.2 7.8 7.4 8.5
ENGINEETING ...voveiee e 5.7 6.0 6.4 6.7 6.3 8.9 10.3 10.8 11.1 10.9 12.8 13.3 134 13.8 12.6
BIACK ...t s 10.0 9.6 10.5 13.1 1.4 11.6 1.4 10.4 115 11.0 10.7 9.8 10.1 11.6 11.0
PRYSICAl SCIENCES ... 6.9 5.3 6.1 7.0 7.2 7.2 6.5 6.3 7.4 6.6 6.5 7.0 7.8 8.6 7.6
Biological/agricultural SCIENCES............cvueermmeerecerieireciriceeens 7.8 7.3 9.0 10.0 9.3 10.6 10.5 9.6 1.3 1.4 1.3 10.9 1.3 12.2 1.2
Mathematics/StatistiCs. ........ccvrrrrrreerrrrreees e 6.2 6.6 5.3 8.7 7.3 10.0 10.0 8.5 6.6 5.5 6.7 5.6 5.3 6.5 6.8
COMPULET SCIBNCES ...t 249 19.3 251 27.5 241 20.8 17.0 15.3 15.6 15.7 14.4 12.7 15.1 17.4 14.0
Social/behavioral SCIBNCES..........ccveureririeieirrrreeee s 7.7 9.2 10.3 13.0 10.3 11.4 12.2 11.9 121 13.3 121 11.3 1.4 13.3 12.7
ENGINEEIING ...t 8.5 9.8 9.4 134 12.7 10.9 10.3 79 9.7 6.9 8.7 7.5 7.6 9.0 9.3
HISPANIC ... 15 1.9 2.1 2.6 3.9 5.1 5.0 6.4 71 7.6 6.9 7.4 8.1 8.8 9.1
PhYSICal SCIENCES .....cvcveveiiiieieteieeee ettt 1.1 1.3 1.7 1.8 2.6 2.8 3.6 3.8 53 5.1 53 53 55 54 6.5
Biological/agricultural SCIENCES...........ccovrveverererereieresieeiereieenens 1.7 2.1 2.1 2.6 3.6 4.6 5.0 6.1 7.4 7.6 7.0 7.3 8.1 8.0 9.2
Mathematics/StatiStiCs..........cvurvriieieeee e 0.7 1.0 15 1.1 1.9 2.6 33 5.2 47 6.4 6.1 6.7 6.9 7.3 7.8
COMPULET SCIBNCES .....veveeeeeieeeieieeee ettt 1.4 1.8 1.9 3.3 3.6 45 4.1 49 59 6.1 5.2 6.0 7.0 6.2 6.5
Social/behavioral SCIENCES..........coueureeurieirieireieeeee e 1.7 2.1 2.4 2.8 5.0 59 6.1 7.5 9.1 9.2 8.7 9.0 9.5 10.8 11.6
ENGINEETING ..o 15 1.9 2.2 25 3.7 5.9 49 7.0 6.1 71 5.8 6.7 7.6 8.4 7.0
AMENICAN INGIAN........c.cviciiciee e 0.9 1.0 1.0 1.6 1.7 21 3.1 2.3 1.9 1.3 1.2 1.3 2.0 1.8 2.4
PRYSICAl SCIENCES ...t 0.8 1.1 0.9 1.6 1.1 21 35 33 25 1.2 1.1 1.1 2.0 1.8 2.6
Biological/agricultural SCIENCES.........cccvuvrerreeerrrireereeeiseseseeeeees 1.1 1.1 0.8 1.7 1.8 2.2 3.1 2.5 1.8 1.4 1.3 1.5 2.0 1.8 2.5
Mathematics/statistics 0.5 1.1 0.6 0.6 1.6 1.1 21 2.4 0.9 1.1 1.0 1.2 1.4 1.5 1.1
COMPULET SCIBNCES ... eseses 1.3 1.1 0.9 2.1 1.9 2.2 3.7 1.9 1.4 1.1 1.1 1.1 2.2 1.8 2.4
Social/behavioral SCIBNCES..........cceveurerireeieiresreeee s 1.2 0.9 1.2 1.7 2.1 24 3.7 2.6 2.4 1.6 1.5 1.7 2.4 21 2.6
ENGINEEIING ...vovveieiieiei e 0.6 1.0 1.0 1.5 1.5 1.8 2.3 2.0 1.7 1.0 1.0 0.9 1.6 1.4 21
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Freshmen intending to major in selected S&E fields, by sex and race/ethnicity: Selected years, 1985-2006

(Percent)

Sex, race/ethnicity, and field 1985 1987 1989 1991 1993 1995 1997 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

UNKNOWN ..o s 1.6 1.9 1.9 2.6 1.9 25 33 39 3.8 33 3.2 33 34 31 4.0
PRYSICAl SCIENCES ... 1.4 1.8 1.8 21 1.7 25 34 4.0 3.2 3.2 29 31 33 2.8 3.8
Biological/agricultural SCIENCES.........cccvvrrrererereirirrereeeeresiseeieees 1.7 2.1 1.9 29 2.0 29 3.7 3.8 3.7 3.8 3.7 4.2 4.0 3.8 4.6
Mathematics/StatiStiCs...........cvveerieerrercrcs e 0.8 1.3 1.3 2.2 2.1 1.3 25 3.6 35 1.7 25 25 2.3 2.2 2.3
COMPULET SCIBNCES.......cveeeeeeirrerercreeeeee et 1.0 2.2 1.6 2.3 1.6 2.2 29 4.0 41 34 2.8 2.0 2.4 2.5 29
Social/behavioral SCIENCES.........cevvrrvrireeeeieerireeeieeseseseeeeeeeens 1.5 2.0 1.9 3.1 2.1 2.5 3.2 4.0 4.2 3.5 3.6 3.6 3.7 3.5 45
ENGINEEIING ...vovveeieiceie et 1.9 1.8 2.0 2.3 1.6 2.5 3.2 3.6 3.3 29 2.6 2.6 2.8 2.4 3.1

NOTES: Physical sciences include physics; chemistry; astronomy; and earth, atmospheric, and ocean sciences. Hispanic includes three group designations from freshman norms survey: Mexican American/Chicano, Puerto Rican American, and other Latino. Detail
may not add to total because students may check more than one race/ethnicity, e.g., white and Hispanic.

SOURCE: Higher Education Research Institute, University of California at Los Angeles, Survey of the American Freshman: National Norms, special tabulations (2007).
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