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(b) The NDCs, the average wholesale
prices, and the dispensing fee shall be
reviewed from time to time and up-
dated as necessary.

§10.810 How are payments for inpa-
tient medical services determined?

(a) OWCP will pay for inpatient med-
ical services according to pre-deter-
mined, condition-specific rates based
on the Prospective Payment System
(PPS) devised by HCFA (42 CFR parts
412, 413, 424, 485, and 489). Using this
system, payment is derived by multi-
plying the diagnosis-related group
(DRG) weight assigned to the hospital
discharge by the provider-specific fac-
tors.

(1) All hospital discharges will be
classified according to the DRGs pre-
scribed by the HCFA in the form of the
DRG Grouper software program. On
this list, each DRG represents the aver-
age resources necessary to provide care
in a case in that DRG relative to the
national average of resources con-
sumed per case.

(2) The provider-specific factors will
be provided by HCFA in the form of
their PPS Pricer software program.
The software takes into consideration
the type of facility, census division, ac-
tual geographic location (MSA) of the
hospital, case mix cost per discharge,
number of hospital beds, intern/beds
ratio, operating cost to charge ratio,
and other factors used by HCFA to de-
termine the specific rate for a hospital
discharge under their PPS. The Direc-
tor may devise price adjustment fac-
tors as appropriate using OWCP’s proc-
essing experience and internal data.

(3) OWCP will base payments to fa-
cilities excluded from HCFA’s PPS on
consideration of detailed medical re-
ports and other evidence.

(4) The Director shall review the pre-
determined hospital rates at least once
a year, and may adjust any or all com-
ponents when he or she deems it nec-
essary or appropriate.

(b) The Director shall review the
schedule of fees at least once a year,
and may adjust the schedule or any of
its components when he or she deems it
necessary or appropriate.
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§10.811 When and how are fees re-
duced?

(a) OWCP shall accept a provider’s
designation of the code to identify a
billed procedure or service if the code
is consistent with medical reports and
other evidence. Where no code is sup-
plied, OWCP may determine the code
based on the narrative description of
the procedure on the billing form and
in associated medical reports. OWCP
will pay no more than the maximum
allowable fee for that procedure.

(b) If the charge submitted for a serv-
ice supplied to an injured employee ex-
ceeds the maximum amount deter-
mined to be reasonable according to
the schedule, OWCP shall pay the
amount allowed by the schedule for
that service and shall notify the pro-
vider in writing that payment was re-
duced for that service in accordance
with the schedule. OWCP shall also no-
tify the provider of the method for re-
questing reconsideration of the balance
of the charge.

§10.812 If OWCP reduces a fee, may a
provider request reconsideration of
the reduction?

(a) A physician or other provider
whose charge for service is only par-
tially paid because it exceeds a max-
imum allowable amount set by the Di-
rector may, within 30 days, request re-
consideration of the fee determination.

(1) The provider should make such a
request to the OWCP district office
with jurisdiction over the employee’s
claim. The request must be accom-
panied by documentary evidence that
the procedure performed was incor-
rectly identified by the original code,
that the presence of a severe or con-
comitant medical condition made
treatment especially difficult, or that
the provider possessed unusual quali-
fications. In itself, board-certification
in a specialty is not sufficient evidence
of unusual qualifications to justify an
exception. These are the only three cir-
cumstances which will justify reevalu-
ation of the paid amount.

(2) A list of OWCP district offices and
their respective areas of jurisdiction is
available upon request from the U.S.
Department of Labor, Office of Work-
ers’ Compensation Programs, Wash-
ington, DC 20210, or from the Internet



