Environmental Protection Agency

§17.6 Standards for awards.

(a) A prevailing applicant may re-
ceive an award for fees and expenses in-
curred in connection with a proceeding
unless the position of the EPA as a
party to the proceeding was substan-
tially justified or unless special cir-
cumstances make the award sought un-
just. No presumption arises that the
agency’s position was not substantially
justified simply because the agency did
not prevail.

(b) An award shall be reduced or de-
nied if the applicant has unduly or un-
reasonably protracted the proceeding.

§17.7 Allowable fees and other ex-
penses.

(a) The following fees and other ex-
penses are allowable under the Act:

(1) Reasonable expenses of expert wit-
nesses;

(2) The reasonable cost of any study,
analysis, engineering report, test, or
project which EPA finds necessary for
the preparation of the party’s case;

(3) Reasonable attorney or agent fees;

(b) The amount of fees awarded will
be based upon the prevailing market
rates for the kind and quality of serv-
ices furnished, except that:

(1) Compensation for an expert wit-
ness will not exceed $24.09 per hour;
and

(2) Attorney or agent fees will not be
in excess of $75 per hour.

(¢) In determining the reasonableness
of the fee sought, the Presiding Officer
shall consider the following:

(1) The prevailing rate for similar
services in the community in which the
attorney, agent, or witness ordinarily
performs services;

(2) The time actually spent in the
representation of the applicant;

(3) The difficulty or complexity of
the issues raised by the application;

(4) Any necessary and reasonable ex-
penses incurred;

(5) Such other factors as may bear on
the value of the services performed.

§17.8 Delegation of authority.

The Administrator delegates to the
Environmental Appeals Board author-
ity to take final action relating to the
Equal Access to Justice Act. The Envi-
ronmental Appeals Board is described
at 40 CFR 1.25(e). This delegation does

§17.11

not preclude the Environmental Ap-
peals Board from referring any matter
related to the Equal Access to Justice
Act to the Administrator when the En-
vironmental Appeals Board deems it
appropriate to do so. When an appeal or
motion is referred to the Adminis-
trator by the Environmental Appeals
Board, all parties shall be so notified
and the rules in this part referring to
the Environmental Appeals Board shall
be interpreted as referring to the Ad-
ministrator.

[57 FR 5323, Feb 13, 1992]

Subpart B—Information Required
From Applicants

§17.11 Contents of application.

(a) An application for award of fees
and expenses under the Act shall iden-
tify the applicant and the proceeding
for which an award is sought. The ap-
plication shall show that the applicant
has prevailed and identify the position
of EPA in the proceeding that the ap-
plicant alleges was not substantially
justified.

(b) The application shall include a
statement that the applicant’s net
worth as of the time the proceeding
was initiated did not exceed $1 million
if the applicant is an individual (other
than a sole owner of an unincorporated
business seeking an award in that ca-
pacity) or $5 million in the case of all
other applicants. An applicant may
omit this statement if:

(1) It attaches a copy of a ruling by
the Internal Revenue Service that it
qualifies as an organization described
in section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1954 (26 U.S.C. 501(c)(3))
and is exempt from taxation under sec-
tion 501(a) of the Code or, in the case of
such an organization not required to
obtain a ruling from the Internal Rev-
enue Service on its exempt status, a
statement that describes the basis for
the applicant’s belief that it qualifies
under section 501(c)(3) of the Code; or

(2) It states that it is a cooperative
association as defined in section 15(a)
of the Agricultural Marketing Act (12
U.S.C. 114j(a)).
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