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Racial and ethnic distribution of
elementary and secondary studentsFebruary 2000

� Thirty-six percent of students enrolled in public
elementary and secondary schools were consid-
ered part of a minority group in 1996, an increase
of 12 percentage points from 1976. This increase
was largely due to the growth in the percentage
of Hispanic students.

� Since 1970, black students have accounted for
approximately one out of every three students who
lived in central cities and attended public schools.
In 1996, 10 percent of the students who lived in a
metropolitan area outside of a central city and who
attended public schools were black, up from 6 per-
cent in 1970.

� In 1996, approximately one out of every four stu-
dents who lived in a central city and who attended
public schools was Hispanic, up from approxi-
mately 1 out of every 10 students in 1972.

� The percentage of black and Hispanic students
enrolled in private schools increased between 1972
and 1996, rising from 5 percent each for both black
and Hispanic students in 1972 to 9 percent for
black students and 8 percent for Hispanic students
in 1996.
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Percentage of students in grades 1–12 who were black or Hispanic, by control of school and place of
residence:  1970–96
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Central metro- metro- Private Central metro- metro- Private

Year Total city politan politan schools Total city politan politan schools

1970 14.8 32.5 6.2 12.0 4.7 — — — — —

1972 14.9 31.7 6.3 11.3 5.2 5.8 10.8 4.4 3.6 4.7

1974 15.4 33.2 6.6 11.8 4.3 6.2 11.4 4.4 4.4 7.3

1976 16.0 34.0 7.6 11.7 5.8 6.6 11.4 5.9 3.7 5.4

1978 16.1 35.9 7.4 12.3 6.0 6.4 11.9 6.1 3.0 5.2

1979 16.1 35.8 8.8 10.9 7.5 6.8 14.0 5.3 3.5 5.5

1982 16.2 34.0 8.6 11.9 6.6 8.7 17.7 7.0 4.3 7.3

1985 17.0 36.0 9.5 12.7 5.6 10.1 21.5 8.6 4.2 6.1

1986 16.7 32.9 8.3 14.1 6.9 10.6 20.2 8.3 4.1 7.0

1988 16.8 32.4 9.8 12.2 8.2 10.8 19.2 9.0 4.7 6.7

1990 16.5 33.1 8.8 12.5 7.2 11.6 19.8 10.8 4.0 7.2

1991 16.7 33.0 9.2 12.4 7.3 11.7 20.6 10.5 3.5 7.1

1992 16.7 32.5 9.5 11.9 7.4 11.9 20.8 10.9 3.6 7.7

1993 16.7 32.9 10.4 10.9 9.8 11.9 21.6 9.9 5.1 7.1

1994 16.8 33.0 9.6 12.9 11.1 13.4 24.7 11.1 5.8 9.1

1995 17.1 31.8 10.7 12.8 9.7 14.0 24.3 11.6 6.5 7.4

1996 17.0 31.9 10.4 12.5 9.1 14.3 25.0 11.3 6.9 8.3

Public schools Public schools

HispanicBlack



Percentage of students in grades 1–12 who were black or Hispanic,
by control of school and place of residence:  1972–96
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