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� The educational attainment of parents of 6- to 12-
year-olds increased substantially between 1972
and 1997.  For example, the percentage whose
mothers completed at least high school increased
from 66 to 84 percent, while the percentage whose
fathers completed at least high school rose from
65 to 85 percent.

� The employment rate of mothers of 6- to 12-year-
olds increased between 1972 and 1997, rising from
39 percent in 1972 to 66 percent in 1997.  The em-
ployment rate of fathers decreased slightly from
93 percent in 1972 to 91 percent in 1997.  Despite
the increase in mothers’ employment, median fam-
ily income (in constant 1997 dollars) remained

relatively stable between 1972 and 1992 and in-
creased between 1992 and 1997.

� The percentage of 6- to 12-year-olds who lived
with only their mother doubled between 1972 and
1997, increasing from 12 to 24 percent.  Conversely,
the percentage who lived with two parents de-
creased from 87 to 71 percent during the same
period.

� In 1997, 6- to 12-year-olds had fewer other chil-
dren in their household than their peers in 1972.
For example, in 1972, 71 percent of 6- to 12-year-
olds had two or more brothers or sisters, compared
with 46 percent in 1997.
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Percentage distribution of 6- to 12-year-olds, by selected family characteristics: 1972–97
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Selected family characteristics 1972 1977 1982 1987 1992 1997
Mother’s highest education level
  Less than high school diploma 34.3 29.5 23.6 20.4 18.0 15.8
  High school diploma or GED 47.6 47.4 48.0 45.9 38.8 34.8
  Some college 10.8 13.4 16.5 18.9 26.1 28.8
  Bachelor’s degree or higher 7.2 9.8 12.0 14.8 17.2 20.5
Percentage of children
  whose mothers were employed 38.5 45.5 52.1 58.1 61.2 66.4
Percentage of children
  whose fathers were employed 93.1 91.0 88.9 90.3 89.1 91.2
Family type
  Two-parent household 86.8 81.2 77.1 74.9 72.8 71.4
  Father as head of household 1.0 1.2 1.8 2.4 3.0 4.2
  Mother as head of household 12.3 17.6 21.1 22.7 24.1 24.4
Number of other children in household
  0–1 28.8 46.4 50.1 52.3 53.5 54.5
  2–3 46.7 40.8 41.0 40.8 39.8 39.5
  4 or more 24.4 12.8 8.9 7.0 6.7 6.1



Percentage distribution of 6- to 12-year-olds, by family characteristics: 1972–97
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Employment status of parents
Percent

Family type of children

Mother’s highest education level Number of other children in the household
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