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permit, or any interest therein, with-
out the written approval of the author-
ized officer. 

(b) Requirements of assignee. The au-
thorized officer will not approve any 
proposed assignment involving con-
tract or permit performance unless the 
assignee: 

(1) Submits information necessary to 
assure the authorized officer of the as-
signee’s ability to meet the same re-
quirements as the original purchaser or 
permittee (assignor); and 

(2) Furnishes a bond or obtains a 
commitment from the previous surety 
to be bound by the assignment when 
approved. 

(c) Rights and obligations. Once the 
authorized officer approves an assign-
ment, the assignee is entitled to all the 
rights and is subject to all of the obli-
gations under the contract or permit, 
and the original purchaser or permittee 
may be released from any further 
responsiblity under the contract or 
permit. 

§ 228.53 Term. 
(a) Time allowed. Except as provided 

in § 228.61(f), § 228.62(b), and elsewhere in 
this paragraph, a contract or permit 
may not exceed 1 year from the effec-
tive date of the contract or permit un-
less a written extension is obtained. 
For those mineral materials sold under 
a duration of production contract or 
under a contract for the sale of all min-
eral material within a specified area, 
or under a construction contract where 
removal cannot reasonably take place 
before completion of other work under 
the same contract, the authorized offi-
cer will establish a reasonable time pe-
riod for removal. 

(b) Extension of time. If it is shown 
that a delay in removal was due to 
causes beyond the control of the pur-
chaser or permittee, the authorized of-
ficer may grant an extension, not to 
exceed 1 year, upon written request. 
Written requests for extensions of con-
tracts must be received between 30 and 
90 days before the expiration date of 
the contract. Written requests for ex-
tensions of permits must be received 
between 15 and 90 days before the per-
mit expiration date. The authorized of-
ficer may grant a total of two exten-
sions for contracts and permits. 

§ 228.54 Single entry sales or permits. 

The purchaser or permittee is re-
quired to reclaim a single entry source 
in accordance with an approved oper-
ating plan which describes operating 
procedures and reclamation measures, 
unless the requirement is waived by 
the authorized officer. 

§ 228.55 Cancellation or suspension. 

The authorized officer may cancel or 
suspend a contract, permit, or 
prospecting permit if the purchaser or 
permitte fails to comply with its terms 
and conditions. If the noncompliance is 
unnecessarily or unreasonably causing 
injury, loss, or damage to surface re-
sources, the authorized officer may 
cancel or suspend the contract, permit, 
or prospecting permit immediately. In 
cases where noncompliance is of a less 
serious nature, the authorized officer 
may cancel or suspend a contract, per-
mit, or prospecting permit it such non-
compliance continues for 30 days after 
service of written notice by the author-
ized officer. If the noncompliance is 
not corrected, the authorized officer 
may attach the bond to ensure compli-
ance with the provisions of the con-
tract, permit, or prospecting permit. 

§ 228.56 Operating plans. 

Any surface-disturbing operation 
under a contract, permit, or 
prospecting permit is subject to prior 
approval by the authorized officer of an 
operating plan and to reasonable condi-
tions as may be required to ensure 
proper protection of the environment 
and improvements, including timely 
reclamation of disturbed lands. Signifi-
cant changes to operations require 
prior approval of an amended operating 
plan. The operating plan must include, 
as a minimum, a map and explanation 
of the nature of the access, anticipated 
activity, surface disturbance, and in-
tended reclamation including removal 
or retention of structures and facili-
ties. Operating plans must be sub-
mitted by the purchaser, permittee, or 
prospecting permittee, except as noted 
in § 228.64(b). 
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