can Island Refuge

o 7

-

Digging up history on Peli

W e e~

Photos by SAM WOLFE » sam.wolfed scripps.com

U.S. Fish and Wildlife archaeologist Rick Kanaski, left, and volunteers Cheryl Cummins, center, and Mary Fredell sift through a mixture of sand and soil
during a dig in the Pelican Island National Wildlife Refuge. The archaeologist was spending several days checking different locations along the Jungle

Trail for any signs of historic significance.

Volunteer Mary Fredell holds up a fossilized tooth discovered
during an archaeological dig along the Jungle Trail in the Pelican
Island National Wildlife Refuge.

Sampling under way on 200-acre tract off A1A

BY HENRY A. STEPHENS
henry.stephens@scripps.com
ORCHID —

ederal archaeologist Rick Kana-
ski looked over the ridged, bony
fragment that stood out last

|  week from the surrounding crushed

shell that was left from a sifted pile of
soil at Pelican Island National Wildlife
Refuge.

“Oh, it's a tooth,” he exclaimed,
prompting wvolunteers Cheryl Cum-
mins and Mary Fredell to pause in the
sifting.

It was ridged for grinding, he said.
But was it from a horse? Or maybe
some prehistoric plant-eater?

“I don't know what it's from,”
Kanaski said. “It's a herbivore of some
sort, but that's all I can telt.”

Another find, however, was more
familiar to him. Kanaski and his vol-
unteers found an Ais Indian shell mid-
den Thursday.

“It's fairly near the surface,” he
said. “There are oysters, clams and
even some whelks.”

That would indicate where the
area’s original inhabitants dumped
their shells after dining on the plenti-
ful mollusks, he said.

See DIGGING, page ATl




“This is the nitty-gritty of doing archaeology. It's
hard work, sweaty and dirty, and a lot of empty
holes until we find an actual site.”

Rick Kanaski, Federal Archeologist

DIGGING
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PRESERVING HISTORY

It's all part of Kanaski's spe-
cialty, he said — human tools
or other artifacts.

That's why he was sampling
soil on land where barrier-
island pioneer Joe Michael
onee grew citrus.

Kanaski, of Savannah, Ga.,
is the Southeast regional his-
toric preservation officer for
the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Serv-
ice.

He is leading an archaeologi-
cal sampling on a 200-acre
tract to see if there are any
“historically significant” re-
mains in the soil before Refuge
Manager Paul Tritaik restores
the old grove to its native
state.

Fish & Wildlife in 2003 paid
$988,800 for the last 12 acres of
Michael's Earring Point
Groves on State Road AlA. At
the time, Tritaik said he hoped
to return the land to live oaks,
gumbo limbos and other
native plants over the years.

The plan still is alive, he
said, even though he is wait-
ing to design a scope of work
— and get cost figures — for
the restoration.

Kanaski shoveled out sever-
al holes at uniform intervals to
a depth of 50 centimeters and
dumped each scoop into a
screen, which Cummins and
Fredell shook to let sand fall
past larger items.

With the new discovery, he
said on Thursday, he will have
to return in July for a more
focused dig.

“We'll block off this area, so
when they do the restoration,
they stay out of this area,” he
said.

RESTORATION WILL GO ON
Tritaik initially hoped Ka-
naski wouldn't find anything
significant. But he said on
Thursday the discovery won’t
delay his project. His goal, he
said, will be to leave the ar-
chaeological remains alone
while restoring the habitat.

As Kanaski and his team
dug, dark brown topsoil, col-
ored by the plant roots, gave
way to lighter sand and shells.

Most of what they found be-
fore Thursday, he said, was all
related to the grove operation.

And that was a bit too recent
to count as significantly “his-
toric,” he said. So the occasion-
al bits of old glass and nails
were noted, but not collected.

“This is the nitty-gritty of
doing archaeology,” Kanaski
said. “It's hard work, sweaty
and dirty, and a lot of empty
holes until we find an actual
site.”

Kanaski said the National
Historic Preservation Act gen-
erally discounts anything as
historic if it’s less than 50
years old.

That is unless, he said, an
item less than 50 years old was
connected somehow to a signif-
icant cultural event, such as
the Cold War.

At 51, Cummins said, that
made her feel special.

“If anything over 50 is his-
torically significant, I am,” she
said, chuckling.
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Digarea| : Paul Tritaik, manager of the Pelican Island National Wildlife Refuge, has the following
—} among his tools to do the job:
« Wildlife surveys and studies.
PELICAN ISLAND » Restoration of habitat for wildlife, such as turning the 200-acre former Earring Point Grove
NATIONAL property back to nature.
WILDLIFE REFUGE « Volunteers, such as Cheryl Cummins and Mary Fredell, to keep costs down.
Pelican « Law enforcement to protect the wildlife, habitat and visitors.
Island * Mechanical/chemical control of invasive plants such as Brazilian peppers.
viewing » Community partnerships, such as the Pelican Island Work Group, to keep the general public
area  Pelican informed.
Island
: U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

File

The Treasure Coast Chapter of the Florida Public Relations Association presents

PR: Technologically Speaking ¢

Friday, June 9, 2006 + Kight Center for Emerging Technologies * Indian River Community College Main Cam
¢ 7= / 7 4
gp)am, the ,@zf L/ch:'&wa (ﬁb :.‘;5’1,& 97 (@o&a Lti:t,
One 0%9 * Yo Gachs * Aands On Activction

- — — - — — — — - — " T— — 0 — O — " — . — —  — - — — o S— — —  — i — — —

Registration & Breakfast begins at 7:30 a.m.
s,
Sponsored b @ & First Peoples Bank
¥ V mew %#__—

¥ hia b Loy

9:00-11:15a.m.
Join Media Forums for the novice and the pro
for up-to-date info.with media reps you need to know on
News & Business, Social & Entertainment, Visual PR &
Photography and Citizen Journalism

8:15-9:00 a.m.
MORNING KEYNOTE: Live from Kennedy Space Center with

11:15a.m.-12:15 p.m.
Enjoy Lunch with Luminaries sponsored by Scripps Treasure
Coast Newspapers

12:30-2:30 p.m
Don't miss the Afternoon Development
Workshop with new media guru Josh Hallett

of hyku.com on integrating web and internet
technologies into your business strategy

Jaial 231312, 20D,
J2lavara ot 2amoanias

_isa alane, Diraztor,
2taral 3alatinns and

ﬁ ROROA s REgister online before June 2 at www.fpratreasurecoast.com * For more information contact
ASSOCIATION Co-Chairs Judy Cruz at jcruz@mollyshouse.org or Laura Kelley at lkelley@ircc.edu
e Conct N,

Ad courtesv of media snonsar Serinne Tr




