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COMMENT RESPONSE:
A1-1 Naegele, Jonas: Shaw Creek Road safety issues are discussed in 

Section 4.17.4.  These concerns will be discussed in ADNR’s final 
decision for issuance of the ROW, which will occur after publication of 
this FEIS

A2-1 Unidentified: Whether, and to what extent, the mine access road 
would be open to public use will be described in ADNR’s final decision 
for issuance of the ROW, which will occur after publication of this FEIS

A2-2 Location and staffing of the security gate will be described in ADNR’s 
final decision for issuance of the ROW, which will occur after publication 
of this FEIS

A2-3 Location and staffing of the security gate will be described in ADNR’s 
final decision for issuance of the ROW, which will occur after publication 
of this FEIS

A2-4 Whether, and to what extent, the mine access road would be open to 
public use will be described in ADNR’s final decision for issuance of the 
ROW, which will occur after publication of this FEIS

A2-5 Whether, and to what extent, the mine access road would be open to 
public use will be described in ADNR’s final decision for issuance of the 
ROW, which will occur after publication of this FEIS

A3-1 Unidentified: Draft water quality monitoring requirements can be found 
in Appendix B of the DEIS.

A 3-2 Thank you for your comment.
A4-1 Unidentified: Question responded to by EPA at hearing.
A5-1 Unidentified: Question responded to by EPA at hearing.
A5-2 The reader is directed to the discussion of water discharge for 

Alternative 3 in Section 4.1.3.
A6-1 Unidentified: How the off-river treatment works and airstrip facilities 

would be armored against floods will be described in ADNR’s final Plan 
of Operations Approval, which will be issued after publication of this 
FEIS.

A7-1 Hallgren, Pete: Thank you for your comment.
A7-2 Thank you for your comment.
A7-3 Thank you for your comment.
A7-4 Thank you for your comment.
A7-5 Thank you for your comment.
A8-1 Walker, Robert: The agencies were not previously aware of the 

proximity of the road to the commenter’s water supply. ADNR will 
develop mitigating measures to address this concern in its final decision 

for issuance of the ROW, which will be issued after publication of this 
FEIS.

A8-2 Potential impacts on residents of Shaw Creek Road have been analyzed 
in Chapter 4 of the EIS, and will be addressed by ADNR’s in its final 
decision for issuance of the ROW, which will occur after publication of 
this FEIS.

A8-3 Thank you for your comment. This issue will be addressed in ADNR’s 
final decision for issuance of the competitive land lease, which will be 
issued after publication of this FEIS.

A9-1 Knopp, Paul: Thank you for your comment.
A9-2 Thank you for your comment.
A9-3 Thank you for your comment.
A9-4 Thank you for your comment.
A9-5 Closure of state land to hunting, and means of access for hunting, are 

regulated by the Alaska Board of Game through a separate process 
outside the scope of this EIS.

A10-1 Wolf, Robin: Thank you for your comment.
A11-1 Mead, Irene Hansen: The reader is directed to Appendix A1.2 (Option 

Screening Process), Surface Access, Type, for a discussion about the 
railroad option.

A12-1 Richards, Mark: Thank you for your comment.
A12-2 Thank you for your comment.
A13-1 Beck, Dan: Thank you for your comment.
A13-2 Thank you for your comment.
A13-3 Thank you for your comment.
A14-1 Hicks, Whit: Thank you for your comment.
A14-2 Thank you for your comment.
A15-1 Donnellan, Barry: Thank you for your comment.
A16-1 Naegele, Victoria: The sound levels and relative loudness values in 

Table 3.9-1 are considered accurate. The predicted sound levels at 
residences located near Shaw Creek Road have been recalculated 
(Tables 4.5-2 and 4.5-3) to reflect the reality of the existing 25 mph 
speed limit on the road, and are based on standard noise level 
evaluation and predictive procedures.

A16-2 The State of Alaska will do everything practicable and prudent to 
mitigate the possible adverse impacts to the residents of Shaw Creek 
Road (specific mitigation measures are discussed in this document). 
There will undoubtedly be some additional impacts on Shaw Creek Road 
residents, however, from increased traffic.
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 Shaw Creek Road is a public road that provides access to a large block 
of state land managed for multiple concurrent use, including mineral, 
timber, and other industrial development. It would be unrealistic for the 
residents bordering on wide spreads of state land to expect that such 
land would not be developed at some point. This is especially true given 
that resource development for these state lands has been contemplated 
for many years, beginning with timber planning in the 1970s.

 The management intent for these lands was determined, after a public 
process, by the Tanana Basin Area Plan in 1985. Another public 
process further refined this management intent when the TBAP was 
updated in 1991. In addition, the 1988 TVSF Management Plan and its 
2001 update also underwent a significant public process to determine 
management intent for these lands. The existing Shaw Creek Road 
itself was developed for access to agriculture, and has a history of 
commercial traffic from the onset.

 DNR understands that regardless of mitigation measures, increased 
traffic on Shaw Creek Road will still impact residents to some degree. It 
would not be responsible, however, for DNR to prohibit all commercial 
uses of Shaw Creek Road and force resource development interests 
to construct separate access to bypass a public road. This would 
unnecessarily add costs to resource development projects and 
unnecessarily commit state lands for a duplicate function.

 Every resident of Shaw Creek Road has either had ample opportunity 
to participate in these processes, or at least should have been aware 
of the State’s management intent for these lands prior to purchasing 
property along the road.

A16-3 This concern will be addressed in ADNR’s final decision for issuance of 
the ROW, which will occur after publication of this FEIS.

A16-4 ADOT/PF has determined that Shaw Creek Road can safely handle 
the increased traffic levels resulting from the Pogo project, and will 
work with ADNR and the Applicant to determine if specific mitigation 
measures could further increase public safety. DNR will take practicable 
measures to mitigate safety impacts from increased use in its final 
decision for issuance of the ROW, which will occur after publication of 
this FEIS.

A17-1 Borell, Steve: Thank you for your comment.
A18-1 Unidentified: Segments of the mine access road open for public use 

would be managed like other public roads in Alaska. Segments of the 
road for use only by Pogo project-related traffic would be managed by 
the Applicant, in cooperation with the State.

A18-2 Speed limits on the mine access road open for public use would be 
set by ADOT/PF like other public roads in Alaska. Speed limits on 

segments of the road for use only by Pogo project-related traffic would 
be established by the Applicant.

A18-3 Segments of the mine access road open for public use would be 
managed like other public roads in Alaska. Segments of the road for use 
only by Pogo project-related traffic would be managed by the Applicant. 
There would be a collaborative effort between the State and the 
Applicant with respect to road closures.

A18-4 There would be a collaborative effort between the State and the 
Applicant with respect to managing prohibited public use of the mine 
access road past the gate.

A18-5 Thank you for your comment.
A19-1 Unidentified: Thank you for your comment.
A20-1 Windsor, Jack: Thank you for your comment.
A20-2 Thank you for your comment.
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COMMENT RESPONSE:
A21-1 Kniffen, Margery: Thank you for your comment.
A22-1 Fowler-Morris, Judy: Thank you for your comment.
A23-1 Hall, Ken: Thank you for your comment.
A23-2 Thank you for your comment.
A24-1 Milne, Clark: Thank you for your comment.
A24-2 Thank you for your comment.
A24-3 Thank you for your comment.
A24-4 Thank you for your comment.
A24-5 Thank you for your comment.
A24-6 Thank you for your comment.
A25-1 Unidentified:The reader is directed to Sections 2.3.4 and 2.3.5.
A26-1 Unidentified: The reader is directed to Section 2.3.4.
A27-1 Unidentified: This issue will be considered by ADNR during its process 

of developing mitigation measures for reducing impacts on Shaw Creek 
Road as part of its final decision for issuance of the ROW, which will be 
issued after publication of this FEIS. 

A28-1 Unidentified: There are no plans for the road to be open to the public 
past Gilles Creek. If it eventually were to be opened after Pogo Mine 
closure, the Applicant would have no maintenance responsibility.

A28-2 If a segment of the road were open to the public during mine operations, 
the State and the Applicant would develop a road maintenance 
agreement that would define to roles of both entities.

A29-1 Unidentified: Non-public segments of the road would be available for 
other resource  development purposes on a case-by-case basis that 
would include a public notice and review process conducted by ADNR.           

A30-1 Nason, Wesley: Thank you for your comment.
A30-2 Thank you for your comment.
A31-1 Anderson, Mark: Thank you for your comment.
A32-1 St. John, Jeanine: Thank you for your comment.
A33-1 Borell, Steve: Thank you for your comment.
A33-2 Thank you for your comment.
A34-1 Mittlestadt, Cindy: Thank you for your comment.
A34-2 Thank you for your comment.
A35-1 Huber, Mark: Thank you for your comment.
A36-1 Kupiszewski, Dan: Thank you for your comment.
A36-2 Thank you for your comment.

A36-3 Thank you for your comment.
A37-1 Moriarty, Kara: Thank you for your comment.
A37-2 Thank you for your comment.
A37-3 Thank you for your comment.
A38-1 Otis, Buzz: Thank you for your comment.
A38-2 Thank you for your comment.
A39-1 Brophy, Bill: Thank you for your comment.
A39-2 Thank you for your comment.
A39-3 Thank you for your comment.
A40-1 Beedle, Joe: Thank you for your comment.
A41-1 Matthews, James: Thank you for your comment.
A42-1 Freeman, Curt: Thank you for your comment.
A43-1 Wright, David: Thank you for your comment.
A43-2 Thank you for your comment.
A43-3 Non-public segments of the road would be available for other resource  

development purposes on a case-by-case basis that would include 
a public notice and review process conducted by ADNR. It would be 
impractical at this time to anticipate the laydown area or other needs of 
such speculative users.

A44-1 Williams, Orie: Thank you for your comment.
A45-1 Cruz, Dave: Thank you for your comment.
A45-2 These suggestions will be considered by ADNR for its final decision for 

the winter road permit, which will be issued after publication of this FEIS.
A45-3 This suggestion will be addressed in ADNR’s final decision for issuance 

of the ROW, which will occur after publication of this FEIS.
A45-4 As a result of this and two similar comments, the Applicant has decided 

to reroute the power line corridor out of the Sutton Creek drainage and 
follow the road alignment across the Shaw Creek and Goodpaster divide. 

A46-1 Vetter, Rudolph: Thank you for your comment.
A46-2 Thank you for your comment.
A47-1 Miscovich, Andy: Thank you for your comment.
A47-2 Thank you for your comment.
A48-1 Donnellan, Barry: Thank you for your comment.
A49-1 Barrett, Paul: Thank you for your comment.
A49-2 Thank you for your comment.
A50-1 Gardner, Craig: The reader is directed to Section 4.9.5.
A50-2 Thank you for your comment.
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A51-1 Bundtzen, Tom: Thank you for your comment.
A51-2 Thank you for your comment.
A52-1 Fisher, Rex: Thank you for your comment.
A53-1 Otis, Ben: Thank you for your comment.
A53-2 Thank you for your comment.
A54-1 Davis, Ron: Thank you for your comment.
A54-2 Thank you for your comment.
A54-3 Thank you for your comment.
A54-4 Thank you for your comment.
A54-5 Thank you for your comment.
A55-1 Krauklis, Kevin: Thank you for your comment.


