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the privacy of individual students and their families.

NAEP is a congressionally mandated project of the National Center for Education Statistics within the Institute
of Education Sciences of the U.S. Department of Education. The Commissioner of Education Statistics is
responsible, by law, for carrying out the NAEP project through competitive awards to qualified organizations.

In 1988, Congress established the National Assessment Governing Board (NAGB) to oversee and set policy for
NAEP. The Board is responsible for: selecting the subject areas to be assessed; setting appropriate student
achievement levels; developing assessment objectives and test specifications; developing a process for the review of
the assessment; designing the assessment methodology; developing guidelines for reporting and disseminating
NAEP results; developing standards and procedures for interstate, regional, and national comparisons; determining
the appropriateness of all assessment items and ensuring the assessment items are free from bias and are secular,
neutral, and non-ideological; taking actions to improve the form, content, use, and reporting of results of the National
Assessment; and planning and executing the initial public release of National Assessment of Educational Progress
reports.
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Overall Reading Results for
the Nation and the States
Reading Results for the Nation
At grade 4
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National and State
Reading Results for
Student Subgroups
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Figure 1.1  Descriptions of the three contexts for reading in the NAEP reading assessment

Contexts for Reading

Reading for
literary experience

Reading for
information

Reading to
perform a task

Involves the reader in exploring themes, events, characters, settings, plots, actions,
and the language of literary works.

Various types of texts are associated with reading for literary experience, including novels, short
stories, poems, plays, legends, biographies, myths, and folktales.

Involves the engagement of the reader with aspects of the real world.

Reading for information is most commonly associated with textbooks, primary and secondary sources,
newspapers and magazine articles, essays, and speeches.

Involves reading in order to accomplish or do something.

Practical text read to perform a task may include charts, bus or train schedules, directions for games
or repairs, classroom or library procedures, tax or insurance forms, recipes, voter registration
materials, maps, referenda, consumer warranties, or office memos.

SOURCE: National Assessment Governing Board. (2002). Reading Framework for the 2003 National Assessment of Educational Progress. Washington, DC: Author.
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Aspects of Reading

Forming a
general understanding1

Developing
interpretation

Making reader/text
connections2

Examining content
and structure3

To form a general understanding, the reader must consider the text as a whole
and provide a global understanding of it.

Students may be asked, for example, to demonstrate a general understanding by giving the topic
of a passage, explaining the purpose of an article, or reflecting on the theme of a story.

To develop an interpretation, the reader must extend initial impressions to develop
a more complete understanding of what was read.

This process involves linking information across parts of a text as well as focusing on specific
information. Questions that assess this aspect of reading include drawing inferences about
the relationship of two pieces of information and providing evidence to determine the reason
for an action.

To make reader/text connections, the reader must connect information in the text
with knowledge and experience.

This process might include applying ideas in the text to the real world. All student responses
to these types of questions must be text-based to receive full-credit.

Examining text content and structure requires critically evaluating, comparing and contrasting,
and understanding the effect of such features as irony, humor, and organization.

Questions used to assess this aspect of reading require readers to stand apart from the text, consider
it objectively, and evaluate its quality and appropriateness. Questions ask readers to determine the
usefulness of a text for a specific purpose, evaluate the language and textual elements, and think
about the author’s purpose and style.

1 This aspect of reading was formerly referred to as “forming an initial understanding” in previous versions of the NAEP reading framework.
2 This aspect of reading was formerly referred to as “personal reflection and response” in previous versions of the NAEP reading framework.
3 This aspect of reading was formerly referred to as “demonstrating a critical stance” in previous versions of the NAEP reading framework.
SOURCE: National Assessment Governing Board. (2002). Reading Framework for the 2003 National Assessment of Educational Progress. Washington, DC: Author.

Figure 1.2  Descriptions of the four aspects of reading in the NAEP reading assessment

The 2002 NAEP Reading
Assessment Instrument
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Table 1.1  Percentage weighting of the “context for reading” subscales on the NAEP composite reading scale,
grades 4, 8, and 12

NAEP Reading Subscales

— Not assessed at grade 4.
SOURCE: National Assessment Governing Board. (2002). Reading Framework for the 2003 National Assessment of Educational Progress. Washington, DC: Author.
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Figure 1.3  Policy definitions of the three NAEP achievement levels

This level denotes partial mastery of prerequisite knowledge and skills that are fundamental for
proficient work at each grade.

This level represents solid academic performance for each grade assessed. Students reaching this
level have demonstrated competency over challenging subject matter, including subject-matter
knowledge, application of such knowledge to real-world situations, and analytical skills appropriate
to the subject matter.

This level signifies superior performance.

SOURCE: National Assessment Governing Board. (2002). Reading Framework for the 2003 National Assessment of Educational Progress. Washington, DC: Author.
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Basic Fourth-grade students performing at the Basic level should demonstrate an understanding of the
(208) overall meaning of what they read. When reading text appropriate for fourth graders, they should be

able to make relatively obvious connections between the text and their own experiences, and extend
the ideas in the text by making simple inferences.

For example, when reading literary text, they should be able to tell what the story is generally
about—providing details to support their understanding—and be able to connect aspects of the
stories to their own experiences.

When reading informational text, Basic-level fourth graders should be able to tell what the
selection is generally about or identify the purpose for reading it, provide details to support their
understanding, and connect ideas from the text to their background knowledge and experiences.

Proficient Fourth-grade students performing at the Proficient level should be able to demonstrate an overall
(238) understanding of the text, providing inferential as well as literal information. When reading text

appropriate to fourth grade, they should be able to extend the ideas in the text by making
inferences, drawing conclusions, and making connections to their own experiences. The connections
between the text and what the student infers should be clear.

For example, when reading literary text, Proficient-level fourth graders should be able to summarize
the story, draw conclusions about the characters or plot, and recognize relationships such as cause
and effect.

When reading informational text, Proficient level students should be able to summarize the
information and identify the author’s intent or purpose. They should be able to draw reasonable
conclusions from the text, recognize relationships such as cause and effect or similarities and
differences, and identify the meaning of the selection’s key concepts.

Advanced Fourth-grade students performing at the Advanced level should be able to generalize about topics in
(268) the reading selection and demonstrate an awareness of how authors compose and use literary

devices. When reading text appropriate to fourth grade, they should be able to judge texts critically
and, in general, give thorough answers that indicate careful thought.

For example, when reading literary text, Advanced-level students should be able to make
generalizations about the point of the story and extend its meaning by integrating personal
experiences and other readings with ideas suggested by the text. They should be able to identify
literary devices such as figurative language.

When reading informational text, Advanced-level fourth graders should be able to explain the
author’s intent by using supporting material from the text. They should be able to make critical
judgments of the form and content of the text and explain their judgments clearly.

Figure 1.4  Descriptions of NAEP reading achievement levels, grade 4

Grade 4
Achievement Levels

SOURCE: National Assessment Governing Board. (2002). Reading Framework for the 2003 National Assessment of Educational Progress. Washington, DC: Author.
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Figure 1.5  Descriptions of NAEP reading achievement levels, grade 8

Grade 8
Achievement Levels

Basic Eighth-grade students performing at the Basic level should demonstrate a literal understanding of what
(243) they read and be able to make some interpretations. When reading text appropriate to eighth grade,

they should be able to identify specific aspects of the text that reflect the overall meaning, extend the
ideas in the text by making simple inferences, recognize and relate interpretations and connections
among ideas in the text to personal experience, and draw conclusions based on the text.

For example, when reading literary text, Basic-level eighth graders should be able to identify themes
and make inferences and logical predictions about aspects such as plot and characters.

When reading informational text, they should be able to identify the main idea and the author’s
purpose. They should make inferences and draw conclusions supported by information in the text. They
should recognize the relationships among the facts, ideas, events, and concepts of the text (e.g.,
cause and effect, order).

When reading practical text, they should be able to identify the main purpose and make predictions
about the relatively obvious outcomes of procedures in the text.

Proficient Eighth-grade students performing at the Proficient level should be able to show an overall understand-
(281) ing of the text, including inferential as well as literal information. When reading text appropriate to

eighth grade, they should be able to extend the ideas in the text by making clear inferences from it,
by drawing conclusions, and by making connections to their own experiences—including other reading
experiences. Proficient eighth graders should be able to identify some of the devices authors use in
composing text.

For example, when reading literary text, students at the Proficient level should be able to give details
and examples to support themes that they identify. They should be able to use implied as well as
explicit information in articulating themes; to interpret the actions, behaviors, and motives of
characters; and to identify the use of literary devices such as personification and foreshadowing.

When reading informational text, they should be able to summarize the text using explicit and
implied information and support conclusions with inferences based on the text.

When reading practical text, Proficient-level students should be able to describe its purpose and
support their views with examples and details. They should be able to judge the importance of certain
steps and procedures.

Advanced Eighth-grade students performing at the Advanced level should be able to describe the more abstract
(323) themes and ideas of the overall text. When reading text appropriate to eighth grade, they should be

able to analyze both meaning and form and support their analyses explicitly with examples from the
text, and they should be able to extend text information by relating it to their experiences and to world
events. At this level, student responses should be thorough, thoughtful, and extensive.

For example, when reading literary text, Advanced-level eighth graders should be able to make
complex, abstract summaries and theme statements. They should be able to describe the interactions
of various literary elements (i.e., setting, plot, characters, and theme) and explain how the use of
literary devices affects both the meaning of the text and their response to the author’s style. They
should be able to critically analyze and evaluate the composition of the text.

When reading informational text, they should be able to analyze the author’s purpose and point of
view. They should be able to use cultural and historical background information to develop perspectives
on the text and be able to apply text information to broad issues and world situations.

When reading practical text, Advanced-level students should be able to synthesize information that
will guide their performance, apply text information to new situations, and critique the usefulness of the
form and content.

SOURCE: National Assessment Governing Board. (2002). Reading Framework for the 2003 National Assessment of Educational Progress. Washington, DC: Author.
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Figure 1.6  Descriptions of NAEP reading achievement levels, grade 12

Grade 12
Achievement Levels

Basic Twelfth-grade students performing at the Basic level should be able to demonstrate an overall under-
(265) standing and make some interpretations of the text. When reading text appropriate to twelfth grade,

they should be able to identify and relate aspects of the text to its overall meaning, extend the ideas
in the text by making simple inferences, recognize interpretations, make connections among and relate
ideas in the text to their personal experiences, and draw conclusions. They should be able to identify
elements of an author’s style.

For example, when reading literary text, Basic-level twelfth graders should be able to explain the
theme, support their conclusions with information from the text, and make connections between
aspects of the text and their own experiences.

When reading informational text, Basic-level twelfth graders should be able to explain the main idea
or purpose of a selection and use text information to support a conclusion or make a point. They
should be able to make logical connections between the ideas in the text and their own background
knowledge.

When reading practical text, they should be able to explain its purpose and the significance of specific
details or steps.

Proficient Twelfth-grade students performing at the Proficient level should be able to show an overall understand-
(302) ing of the text, which includes inferential as well as literal information. When reading text appropriate

to twelfth grade, they should be able to extend the ideas of the text by making inferences, drawing
conclusions, and making connections to their own personal experiences and other readings. Connec-
tions between inferences and the text should be clear, even when implicit. These students should be
able to analyze the author’s use of literary devices.

When reading literary text, Proficient-level twelfth graders should be able to integrate their personal
experiences with ideas in the text to draw and support conclusions. They should be able to explain the
author’s use of literary devices such as irony and symbolism.

When reading informative text, they should be able to apply text information appropriately to
specific situations and integrate their background information with ideas in the text to draw and support
conclusions.

When reading practical text, they should be able to apply information or directions appropriately.
They should be able to use personal experiences to evaluate the usefulness of text information.

Advanced Twelfth-grade students performing at the Advanced level should be able to describe more abstract
(346) themes and ideas in the overall text. When reading text appropriate to twelfth grade, they should be

able to analyze both the meaning and the form of the text and explicitly support their analyses with
specific examples from the text. They should be able to extend the information from the text by
relating it to their experiences and to the world. Their responses should be thorough, thoughtful, and
extensive.

For example, when reading literary text, Advanced-level twelfth graders should be able to produce
complex, abstract summaries and theme statements. They should be able to use cultural, historical,
and personal information to develop and explain text perspectives and conclusions. They should be
able to evaluate the text, applying knowledge gained from other texts.

When reading informational text, they should be able to analyze, synthesize, and evaluate points of
view. They should be able to identify the relationship between the author’s stance and elements of the
text. They should be able to apply text information to new situations and to the process of forming new
responses to problems or issues.

When reading practical text, Advanced-level twelfth graders should be able to make critical
evaluations of the usefulness of the text and apply directions from the text to new situations.

SOURCE: National Assessment Governing Board. (2002). Reading Framework for the 2003 National Assessment of Educational Progress. Washington, DC: Author.
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Overview of the
Remaining Report
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2Average Reading Scale Score
and Achievement Level Results
for the Nation and States
Overview
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Figure 2.1  Average reading scale scores, grades 4, 8, and 12: 1992–2002

Accommodations not permitted

Accommodations permitted'92 '94 '98 '00 '02
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287 291*

215* 213*

263

290*

Grade 4

Grade 8

Grade 12

264

219

* Significantly different from 2002.
NOTE: Scale score results when testing accommodations were not permitted are shown in darker print; results when accommodations were permitted are shown in lighter print.
In addition to allowing for accommodations, the accommodations-permitted results at grade 4 (1998–2002) differ slightly from previous years’ results, and from previously reported results for 1998 and 2000, due to
changes in sample weighting procedures. See appendix A for more details.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 1992, 1994, 1998, 2000, and 2002 Reading
Assessments.
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Grades 4, 8, and 12

National Reading
Scale Scores by Percentile
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Figure 2.2  Reading scale score percentiles, grades 4, 8, and 12: 1992–2002
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Grade 12
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* Significantly different from 2002.
NOTE: Scale score results when testing accommodations were not permitted are shown in darker print; results when accommodations were permitted are shown in lighter print.
In addition to allowing for accommodations, the accommodations-permitted results at grade 4 (1998–2002) differ slightly from previous years’ results, and from previously reported results for 1998 and 2000, due to changes in
sample weighting procedures. See appendix A for more details.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 1992, 1994, 1998, 2000, and 2002 Reading Assessments.
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National Reading
Achievement Level Results
#
�������	
��	����	���
���������������
�


�����
�	��
&���������	��
������
������	�'

��
���������������
�� �����
�����������
�

���������
�� �����
� ���������&��	
�����
�&� �
�

����
������%�
��

�	
����������	�����
����
�

	�����������
�������
��
��	�������
���������,�

B������(�<�����3
����������
����
�	�


����
�
����	����	����	
�����
�F���� �����

���
������������12��
��������������"����

����
����
�
�
�	��������	��F���	



�

�

��
������
��������(�,����
�
�
����

���������
����������
���
��
��"	�"��
��	�

����������0��
����������
�����	��
����
�


"����
���������������
���������
���
����

�����
�����	��
����
�
����	����	������������

�������
�����	����	��������	
�����
�� ������

���������
����
����	����	���
�������

���������
�� �����
� ���������������� #
'

���������	
�����������
�����	��
����
�
���

	����	�������������������������
	���	
��"�	

�������������� �����	
�����
���
������
���

�����
�	� �����	���
����#
���������	
�


����
�
����	����	��������	
�����
�����������

��
	���	
��"�	�����������
�����������
���

������	� �����	���
��������	����
��
�����
�

�������
��
��
����������
����
�	��
����
�


"����
����������
�� �����
����� �
�������� �


���������&�	
��������������
��
����	����	��

����������	����	����	
�����
����
���������
���

������
��

����
����
�
����	
�

Figure 2.3  Percentage of students at or above Proficient in reading, grades 4, 8, and 12: 1992–2002
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* Significantly different from 2002.
NOTE: Scale score results when testing accommodations were not permitted are shown in darker print; results when accommodations were permitted are shown in lighter print.
In addition to allowing for accommodations, the accommodations-permitted results at grade 4 (1998–2002) differ slightly from previous years’ results, and from previously reported results for 1998 and 2000, due to
changes in sample weighting procedures. See appendix A for more details.
The Proficient level represents solid academic performance for each grade assessed.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 1992, 1994, 1998, 2000, and 2002 Reading
Assessments.
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Table 2.1  Percentage of students, by reading achievement level, grades 4, 8, and 12: 1992–2002

At or above At or above

Below Basic At Basic At Proficient At Advanced Basic Proficient

* Significantly different from 2002.
NOTE: Percentages within each reading achievement level range may not add to 100, or to the exact percentages at or above achievement levels, due to rounding.
In addition to allowing for accommodations, the accommodations-permitted results at grade 4 (1998–2002) differ slightly from previous years’ results, and from previously reported results for 1998 and 2000, due to
changes in sample weighting procedures. See appendix A for more details.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 1992, 1994, 1998, 2000, and 2002 Reading
Assessments.

Grade 4

Accommodations not permitted 1992 38 34 22 * 6 62 29 *
1994 40 * 31 * 22 * 7 60 * 30
1998 38 32 24 7 62 31
2000 37 31 24 8 63 32

Accommodations permitted 1998 40 * 30 * 22 * 7 60 * 29 *
2000 41 * 30 * 23 7 59 * 29
2002 36 32 24 7 64 31

Grade 8

Accommodations not permitted 1992 31 * 40 * 26 * 3 69 * 29 *
1994 30 * 40 * 27 * 3 70 * 30 *
1998 26 41 * 31 3 74 33

Accommodations permitted 1998 27 * 41 30 3 73 * 32
2002 25 43 30 3 75 33

Grade 12

Accommodations not permitted 1992 20 * 39 36 * 4 80 * 40 *
1994 25 38 32 4 75 36
1998 23 * 37 35 * 6 * 77 * 40 *

Accommodations permitted 1998 24 * 36 35 * 6 * 76 * 40 *
2002 26 38 31 5 74 36
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Reading Results for States
and Other Jurisdictions
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Table 2.2  Average reading scale scores, grade 4 public schools: By state, 1992–2002

Grade 4 Accommodations not permitted Accommodations permitted
1992 1994 1998 1998 2002

Nation (Public) 1 215 212 * 215 213 * 217
Alabama 207 208 211 211 207

Arizona 209 * 206 207 206 205
Arkansas 211 209 209 * 209 213
California ‡ 202 197 ���� 202 202 206
Colorado 217 213 222 220 —

Connecticut 222 ���� 222 ���� 232 230 229
Delaware 213 ���� 206 ���� 212 ���� 207 ���� 224

Florida 208 ���� 205 ���� 207 ���� 206 ���� 214
Georgia 212 207 ���� 210 ���� 209 ���� 215
Hawaii 203 * 201 ���� 200 ���� 200 ���� 208
Idaho 219 — — — 220

Indiana 221 220 — — 222
Iowa ‡ 225 223 223 220 223

Kansas ‡ — — 222 221 222
Kentucky 213 ���� 212 ���� 218 218 219
Louisiana 204 197 ���� 204 200 ���� 207

Maine 227 228 ���� 225 225 225
Maryland 211 ���� 210 ���� 215 212 ���� 217

Massachusetts 226 ���� 223 ���� 225 ���� 223 ���� 234
Michigan 216 — 217 216 219

Minnesota ‡ 221 ���� 218 ���� 222 219 ���� 225
Mississippi 199 202 204 203 203

Missouri 220 217 216 216 ���� 220
Montana ‡ — 222 226 225 224
Nebraska 221 220 — — 222

Nevada — — 208 206 209
New Hampshire 228 223 226 226 —

New Jersey 223 219 — — —
New Mexico 211 205 206 205 208

New York ‡ 215 ���� 212 ���� 216 ���� 215 ���� 222
North Carolina 212 ���� 214 ���� 217 ���� 213 ���� 222
North Dakota ‡ 226 225 — — 224

Ohio 217 ���� — — — 222
Oklahoma 220 ���� — 220 ���� 219 ���� 213

Oregon — — 214 ���� 212 ���� 220
Pennsylvania 221 215 ���� — — 221
Rhode Island 217 220 218 218 220

South Carolina 210 * 203 ���� 210 209 ���� 214
Tennessee ‡ 212 213 212 212 214

Texas 213 212 217 214 217
Utah 220 217 ���� 215 ���� 216 ���� 222

Vermont — — — — 227
Virginia 221 * 213 ���� 218 ���� 217 ���� 225

Washington ‡ — 213 ���� 217 ���� 218 ���� 224
West Virginia 216 213 ���� 216 216 219

Wisconsin ‡ 224 224 224 222 —
Wyoming 223 221 219 218 221

Other Jurisdictions
District of Columbia 188 * 179 ���� 182 ���� 179 ���� 191

DDESS 2 — — 220 ���� 219 ���� 225
DoDDS 3 — 218 ���� 223 221 ���� 224
Guam 182 181 ���� — — 185

Virgin Islands 171 ���� — 178 174 179

— Indicates that the jurisdiction did not participate or did not meet minimum participation guidelines for reporting.
‡ Indicates that the jurisdiction did not meet one or more of the guidelines for school participation in 2002.
* Significantly different from 2002 when only one jurisdiction or the nation is being examined.
** Significantly different from 2002 when using a multiple-comparison procedure based on all jurisdictions that participated both years.
1National results that are presented for assessments prior to 2002 are based on the national sample, not on aggregated state assessment samples.
2Department of Defense Domestic Dependent Elementary and Secondary Schools.
3Department of Defense Dependents Schools (Overseas).
NOTE: Comparative performance results may be affected by changes in exclusion rates for students with disabilities and limited English proficient students in the NAEP samples.
In addition to allowing for accommodations, the accommodations-permitted results for national public schools at grade 4 (1998 and 2002) differ slightly from previous years’ results, and from previously reported results
for 1998, due to changes in sample weighting procedures. See appendix A for more details.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 1992, 1994, 1998,  and 2002 Reading Assessments.
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Table 2.3  Average reading scale scores, grade 8 public schools: By state, 1998 and 2002

Grade 8 Accommodations not permitted Accommodations permitted
1998 1998 2002

Nation (Public) 1 261 261 * 263
Alabama 255 255 253

Arizona 261 * 260 257
Arkansas 256 * 256 * 260
California ‡ 253 252 250
Colorado 264 264 —

Connecticut 272 ���� 270 * 267
Delaware 256 ���� 254 ���� 267

Florida 253 ���� 255 ���� 261
Georgia 257 257 258
Hawaii 250 249 * 252
Idaho — — 266

Indiana — — 265
Kansas ‡ 268 268 269

Kentucky 262 262 265
Louisiana 252 * 252 * 256

Maine 273 271 270
Maryland 262 261 263

Massachusetts 269 269 271
Michigan — — 265

Minnesota ‡ 267 265 —
Mississippi 251 * 251 * 255

Missouri 263 ���� 262 ���� 268
Montana ‡ 270 271 270
Nebraska — — 270

Nevada 257 ���� 258 ���� 251
New Mexico 258 * 258 ���� 254

New York ‡ 266 265 264
North Carolina 264 262 265
North Dakota ‡ — — 268

Ohio — — 268
Oklahoma 265 * 265 * 262

Oregon ‡ 266 266 268
Pennsylvania — — 265
Rhode Island 262 264 * 262

South Carolina 255 255 258
Tennessee ‡ 259 258 260

Texas 262 261 262
Utah 265 263 263

Vermont — — 272
Virginia 266 266 269

Washington ‡ 265 264 * 268
West Virginia 262 262 264

Wisconsin ‡ 266 265 —
Wyoming 262 263 265

Other Jurisdictions
American Samoa — — 198

District of Columbia 236 236 240
DDESS 2 269 268 272

DoDDS 3 269 ���� 269 ���� 273
Guam — — 240

Virgin Islands 233 * 231 ���� 241

— Indicates that the jurisdiction did not participate or did not meet minimum participation guidelines for reporting.
‡ Indicates that the jurisdiction did not meet one or more of the guidelines for school participation in 2002.
* Significantly different from 2002 when only one jurisdiction or the nation is being examined.
** Significantly different from 2002 when using a multiple-comparison procedure based on all jurisdictions that participated both years.
1National results that are presented for assessments prior to 2002 are based on the national sample, not on aggregated state assessment samples.
2 Department of Defense Domestic Dependent Elementary and Secondary Schools.
3Department of Defense Dependents Schools (Overseas).
NOTE: Comparative performance results may be affected by changes in exclusion rates for students with disabilities and limited English proficient students in the NAEP samples.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 1998 and 2002 Reading Assessments.
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Figure 2.4  Comparison of state and national public school average reading scale scores, grade 4: 2002

1Department of Defense Domestic Dependent Elementary and Secondary Schools.
2Department of Defense Dependents Schools (Overseas).
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 2002 Reading Assessment.
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Figure 2.5  Comparison of state and national public school average reading scale scores, grade 8: 2002

1 Department of Defense Domestic Dependent Elementary and Secondary Schools.
2Department of Defense Dependents Schools (Overseas).
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 2002 Reading Assessment.
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Jurisdiction had higher average scale score
than the jurisdiction listed at the top of the figure.

No significant difference detected from the jurisdiction
listed at the top of the figure.

Jurisdiction had lower average scale score
than the jurisdiction listed at the top of the figure.
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‡ Indicates that the jurisdiction did not meet one or more of the guidelines for school participation in 2002.
1 Department of Defense Domestic Dependent Elementary and Secondary Schools.
2 Department of Defense Dependents Schools (Overseas).

NOTE: The between-jurisdiction comparisons take into account sampling and measurement error and that each
jurisdiction is being compared with every other jurisdiction. Significance is determined by an application of a
multiple-comparison procedure (see appendix A).

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics,
National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 2002 Reading Assessment.

Grade 4

Figure 2.6  Cross-state comparison of average reading scale scores, grade 4 public schools: 2002

Instructions: Read down the column directly under a jurisdiction name listed in the heading at the top of the figure. Match the shading
intensity surrounding a jurisdiction's abbreviation to the key below to determine whether the average reading scale score of this
jurisdiction was found to be higher than, not significantly different from, or lower than the jurisdiction in the column heading. For
example, note the column under Maine: Maine’s score was lower than Massachusetts and Connecticut, about the same as all the
jurisdictions from Vermont through Utah, and higher than the remaining jurisdictions down the column.
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Jurisdiction had higher average scale score
than the jurisdiction listed at the top of the figure.

No significant difference detected from the jurisdiction listed at the
top of the figure.

Jurisdiction had lower average scale score
than the jurisdiction listed at the top of the figure.

‡ Indicates that the jurisdiction did not meet one or more of the guidelines for school participation in 2002.
1 Department of Defense Dependents Schools (Overseas).
2 Department of Defense Domestic Dependent Elementary and Secondary Schools.

NOTE: The between-jurisdiction comparisons take into account sampling and measurement error and that each
jurisdiction is being compared with every other jurisdiction. Significance is determined by an application of a
multiple-comparison procedure (see appendix A).

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics,
National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 2002 Reading Assessment.

Grade 8

Figure 2.7  Cross-state comparison of average reading scale scores, grade 8 public schools: 2002

Instructions: Read down the column directly under a jurisdiction name listed in the heading at the top of the figure. Match the shading
intensity surrounding a jurisdiction's abbreviation to the key below to determine whether the average reading scale score of this
jurisdiction was found to be higher than, not significantly different from, or lower than the jurisdiction in the column heading. For
example, note the column under Connecticut: Connecticut’s score was found to be lower than DoDDS, DDESS, and Vermont, about the
same as all the jurisdictions from Massachusetts through Maryland, and higher than the remaining jurisdictions down the column.
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Reading Achievement Level
Results by State/Jurisdiction
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Grade 4

Figure 2.8  Percentage of students within each reading achievement level range, grade 4 public schools: By state, 2002

The bars below contain percentages of students in each NAEP reading achievement level range. Each population of
students is aligned at the point where the Proficient category begins, so that they may be compared at Proficient and above.
Jurisdictions are listed alphabetically within three groups: the percentage at or above Proficient was higher than, not found
to be significantly different from, or lower than the nation.

#  Percentage rounds to zero.
‡ Indicates that the jurisdiction did not meet one or more of the guidelines for school participation in 2002.
1 Department of Defense Domestic Dependent Elementary and Secondary Schools.
2 Department of Defense Dependents Schools (Overseas).
NOTE: Percentages may not add to 100, due to rounding.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 2002 Reading Assessment.
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Grade 8

Figure 2.9  Percentage of students within each reading achievement level range, grade 8 public schools: By state, 2002

The bars below contain percentages of students in each NAEP reading achievement level range. Each population of
students is aligned at the point where the Proficient category begins, so that they may be compared at Proficient and above.
Jurisdictions are listed alphabetically within three groups: the percentage at or above Proficient was higher than, not found
to be significantly different from, or lower than the nation.

#  Percentage rounds to zero.
‡ Indicates that the jurisdiction did not meet one or more of the guidelines for school participation in 2002.
1 Department of Defense Domestic Dependent Elementary and Secondary Schools.
2 Department of Defense Dependents Schools (Overseas).
NOTE: Percentages may not add to 100, due to rounding.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 2002 Reading Assessment.
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Table 2.4  Percentage of students at or above Proficient in reading, grade 4 public schools: By state, 1992–2002

Grade 4 Accommodations not permitted Accommodations permitted
1992 1994 1998 1998 2002

Nation (Public) 1 27 * 28 29 28 30
Alabama 20 23 24 24 22

Arizona 21 24 22 22 22
Arkansas 23 24 23 23 26
California ‡ 19 18 20 20 21
Colorado 25 28 34 33 —

Connecticut 34 ���� 38 * 46 43 43
Delaware 24 ���� 23 ���� 25 ���� 22 ���� 35

Florida 21 ���� 23 * 23 * 22 ���� 27
Georgia 25 26 24 24 * 28
Hawaii 17 * 19 17 * 17 * 21
Idaho 28 * — — — 32

Indiana 30 33 — — 33
Iowa ‡ 36 35 35 33 35

Kansas ‡ — — 34 34 34
Kentucky 23 ���� 26 29 29 30
Louisiana 15 ���� 15 ���� 19 17 20

Maine 36 41 ���� 36 35 35
Maryland 24 ���� 26 29 27 30

Massachusetts 36 ���� 36 ���� 37 ���� 35 ���� 47
Michigan 26 — 28 28 30

Minnesota ‡ 31 ���� 33 36 35 37
Mississippi 14 18 18 17 16

Missouri 30 31 29 28 32
Montana ‡ — 35 37 37 36
Nebraska 31 34 — — 34

Nevada — — 21 20 21
New Hampshire 38 36 38 37 —

New Jersey 35 33 — — —
New Mexico 23 21 22 21 21

New York ‡ 27 ���� 27 ���� 29 * 29 * 35
North Carolina 25 ���� 30 28 * 27 * 32
North Dakota ‡ 35 38 — — 34

Ohio 27 ���� — — — 34
Oklahoma 29 — 30 30 * 26

Oregon — — 28 26 * 31
Pennsylvania 32 30 * — — 34
Rhode Island 28 * 32 32 31 32

South Carolina 22 * 20 ���� 22 22 26
Tennessee ‡ 23 27 25 25 25

Texas 24 26 29 28 28
Utah 30 30 28 * 28 * 33

Vermont — — — — 39
Virginia 31 ���� 26 ���� 30 ���� 30 ���� 37

Washington ‡ — 27 ���� 29 * 30 * 35
West Virginia 25 26 29 28 28

Wisconsin ‡ 33 35 34 34 —
Wyoming 33 32 30 29 31

Other Jurisdictions
District of Columbia 10 8 10 10 10

DDESS 2 — — 32 32 34
DoDDS 3 — 28 ���� 34 33 33
Guam 8 8 — — 8

Virgin Islands 3 ���� — 8 7 6

— Indicates that the jurisdiction did not participate or did not meet minimum participation guidelines for reporting.
‡ Indicates that the jurisdiction did not meet one or more of the guidelines for school participation in 2002.
* Significantly different from 2002 when only one jurisdiction or the nation is being examined.
** Significantly different from 2002 when using a multiple-comparison procedure based on all jurisdictions that participated both years.
1National results that are presented for assessments prior to 2002 are based on the national sample, not on aggregated state assessment samples.
2 Department of Defense Domestic Dependent Elementary and Secondary Schools.
3Department of Defense Dependents Schools (Overseas).
NOTE: Comparative performance results may be affected by changes in exclusion rates for students with disabilities and limited English proficient students in the NAEP samples.
In addition to allowing for accommodations, the accommodations-permitted results for national public schools at grade 4 (1998 and 2002) differ slightly from previous years’ results, and from previously reported results
for 1998, due to changes in sample weighting procedures. See appendix A for more details.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 1992, 1994, 1998, and 2002 Reading Assessments.



C H A P T E R  2   • N A E P  2 0 0 2  R E A D I N G  R E P O R T  C A R D 39

Table 2.5  Percentage of students at or above Proficient in reading, grade 8 public schools: By state, 1998 and 2002

Grade 8 Accommodations not permitted Accommodations permitted
1998 1998 2002

Nation (Public) 1 31 30 31
Alabama 21 22 21

Arizona 28 * 27 23
Arkansas 23 * 23 27
California ‡ 22 21 20
Colorado 30 30 —

Connecticut 42 * 40 37
Delaware 25 ���� 23 ���� 33

Florida 23 * 23 * 29
Georgia 25 25 26
Hawaii 19 19 20
Idaho — — 34

Indiana — — 32
Kansas ‡ 35 36 38

Kentucky 29 30 32
Louisiana 18 * 17 * 22

Maine 42 41 38
Maryland 31 31 32

Massachusetts 36 38 39
Michigan — — 32

Minnesota ‡ 37 36 —
Mississippi 19 19 20

Missouri 29 28 * 33
Montana ‡ 38 40 37
Nebraska — — 36

Nevada 24 * 23 * 19
New Mexico 24 23 20

New York ‡ 34 32 32
North Carolina 31 30 32
North Dakota ‡ — — 35

Ohio — — 35
Oklahoma 29 30 28

Oregon ‡ 33 35 37
Pennsylvania — — 35
Rhode Island 30 32 30

South Carolina 22 22 24
Tennessee ‡ 26 27 28

Texas 28 27 31
Utah 31 31 32

Vermont — — 40
Virginia 33 33 37

Washington ‡ 32 * 32 * 37
West Virginia 27 28 29

Wisconsin ‡ 33 34 —
Wyoming 29 31 31

Other Jurisdictions
American Samoa — — 1

District of Columbia 12 11 10
DDESS 2 37 39 37

DoDDS 3 36 37 40
Guam — — 11

Virgin Islands 10 9 7

— Indicates that the jurisdiction did not participate or did not meet minimum participation guidelines for reporting.
‡ Indicates that the jurisdiction did not meet one or more of the guidelines for school participation in 2002.
* Significantly different from 2002 when only one jurisdiction or the nation is being examined.
** Significantly different from 2002 when using a multiple-comparison procedure based on all jurisdictions that participated both years.
1National results that are presented for assessments prior to 2002 are based on the national sample, not on aggregated state assessment samples.
2Department of Defense Domestic Dependent Elementary and Secondary Schools.
3Department of Defense Dependents Schools (Overseas).
NOTE: Comparative performance results may be affected by changes in exclusion rates for students with disabilities and limited English proficient students in the NAEP samples.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 1998 and 2002 Reading Assessments.
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Cross-State/Jurisdiction
Reading Achievement
Level Comparisons
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Jurisdiction had higher percentage
than the jurisdiction listed at the top of the figure.

No significant difference detected from the jurisdiction
listed at the top of the figure.

Jurisdiction had lower percentage
than the jurisdiction listed at the top of the figure.
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‡ Indicates that the jurisdiction did not meet one or more of the guidelines for school participation in 2002.
1 Department of Defense Domestic Dependent Elementary and Secondary Schools.
2 Department of Defense Dependents Schools (Overseas).

NOTE: The between-jurisdiction comparisons take into account sampling and measurement error and that each
jurisdiction is being compared with every other jurisdiction. Significance is determined by an application of a
multiple-comparison procedure (see appendix A).

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics,
National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 2002 Reading Assessment.

Grade 4

Figure 2.10  Cross-state comparison of percentage of students at or above Proficient in reading, grade 4 public schools: 2002

Instructions: Read down the column directly under a jurisdiction name listed in the heading at the top of the figure. Match the shading
intensity surrounding a jurisdiction's abbreviation to the key below to determine whether the percentage of students at or above
Proficient for this jurisdiction was found to be higher than, not significantly different from, or lower than the jurisdiction in the column
heading. For example, note the column under Virginia: The percentage of students at or above Proficient in Virginia was lower than
Massachusetts and Connecticut, about the same as all the jurisdictions from Vermont through Idaho, and higher than the remaining
jurisdictions down the column.
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Jurisdiction had higher percentage
than the jurisdiction listed at the top of the figure.

No significant difference detected from the jurisdiction listed
at the top of the figure.

Jurisdiction had lower percentage
than the jurisdiction listed at the top of the figure.
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1 Department of Defense Dependents Schools (Overseas).
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NOTE: The between-jurisdiction comparisons take into account sampling and measurement error and that each
jurisdiction is being compared with every other jurisdiction. Significance is determined by an application of a
multiple-comparison procedure (see appendix A).

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics,
National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 2002 Reading Assessment.

Grade 8

Figure 2.11  Cross-state comparison of percentage of students at or above Proficient in reading, grade 8 public schools: 2002

Instructions: Read down the column directly under a jurisdiction name listed in the heading at the top of the figure. Match the shading
intensity surrounding a jurisdiction's abbreviation to the key below to determine whether the percentage of students at or above
Proficient for this jurisdiction was found to be higher than, not significantly different from, or lower than the jurisdiction in the column
heading. For example, note the column under Idaho: The percentage of students at or above Proficient in Idaho was lower than
Vermont and DoDDS, about the same as all the jurisdictions from Massachusetts through Tennessee, and higher than the remaining
jurisdictions down the column.
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3Subgroup Results
for the Nation and States
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Accommodations not permitted

Accommodations permitted

Figure 3.1  Average reading scale scores, by gender, grades 4, 8, and 12: 1992–2002
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* Significantly different from 2002.
NOTE: Scale score results when testing accommodations were not permitted are shown in darker print; results when accommodations were permitted are shown in lighter print.
In addition to allowing for accommodations, the accommodations-permitted results at grade 4 (1998–2002) differ slightly from previous years’ results, and from previously reported results for 1998
and 2000, due to changes in sample weighting procedures. See appendix A for more details.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 1992, 1994, 1998, 2000, and 2002
Reading Assessments.
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Grades 4, 8, and 12
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Figure 3.2  Gaps in average reading scale scores, by gender, grades 4, 8, and 12: 1992–2002

Female average score minus male average score
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* Significantly different from 2002.
NOTE: Score gaps are calculated based on differences between unrounded average scale scores.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 1992, 1994, 1998, 2000, and 2002
Reading Assessments.
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Table 3.1  Percentage of students, by reading achievement level and gender, grades 4, 8, and 12: 1992–2002

At or above At or above

Below Basic At Basic At Proficient At Advanced Basic Proficient

* Significantly different from 2002.
NOTE: Percentages within each reading achievement level range may not add to 100, or to the exact percentages at or above achievement levels, due to rounding.
In addition to allowing for accommodations, the accommodations-permitted results at grade 4 (1998–2002) differ slightly from previous years’ results, and from previously reported results for 1998
and 2000, due to changes in sample weighting procedures. See appendix A for more details.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 1992, 1994, 1998, 2000, and 2002
Reading Assessments.

Grade 4

Male
Accommodations not permitted 1992 42 32 20 5 58 25

1994 45 * 30 20 * 6 55 * 26
1998 41 31 22 6 59 28
2000 42 31 21 6 58 27

Accommodations permitted 1998 43 * 30 21 6 57 * 27
2000 45 * 30 20 * 5 55 * 25 *
2002 39 32 22 6 61 28

Female
Accommodations not permitted 1992 33 35 24 8 67 32

1994 34 32 25 9 66 34
1998 35 32 25 8 65 33
2000 33 31 26 10 67 36

Accommodations permitted 1998 38 * 31 23 * 8 62 * 32 *
2000 36 30 25 9 64 34
2002 33 33 26 8 67 35

Grade 8

Male
Accommodations not permitted 1992 36 * 40 * 22 * 2 64 * 23 *

1994 38 * 40 * 21 * 2 62 * 23 *
1998 32 * 41 * 25 2 68 * 27

Accommodations permitted 1998 33 * 41 * 24 2 67 * 26
2002 29 43 26 2 71 28

Female
Accommodations not permitted 1992 24 * 40 31 * 4 76 * 35

1994 23 * 40 32 4 77 * 36
1998 19 41 36 4 81 40

Accommodations permitted 1998 20 41 35 4 80 39
2002 20 42 34 4 80 38

Grade 12

Male
Accommodations not permitted 1992 25 * 41 32 * 2 75 * 34 *

1994 31 39 27 2 69 29
1998 30 * 38 28 4 * 70 * 32 *

Accommodations permitted 1998 30 38 28 3 70 32 *
2002 33 39 26 2 67 28

Female
Accommodations not permitted 1992 16 * 38 41 * 5 * 84 * 46

1994 20 37 37 6 80 43
1998 17 * 35 41 8 83 * 48 *

Accommodations permitted 1998 17 35 40 8 83 48 *
2002 20 37 37 7 80 44
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Accommodations not permitted

Accommodations permitted

Figure 3.3  Average reading scale scores, by race/ethnicity, grades 4, 8, and 12: 1992–2002

* Significantly different from 2002.
1Sample sizes were insufficient to permit reliable estimates for American Indian/Alaska Native in 1992 and 1998 at all three grades. Quality control activities and special analysis raised concerns about
the accuracy and precision of grade 12 American Indian/Alaska Native data in 2002.  As a result, they are omitted from this report.
2 Sample sizes were insufficient to permit a reliable estimate for students classified as other races in all assessment years prior to 2002 at grades 4 and 12, and in 1994 and 1998 (where
accommodations were permitted) at grade 8.
NOTE: Scale score results when testing accommodations were not permitted are shown in darker print; results when accommodations were permitted are shown in lighter print.
In addition to allowing for accommodations, the accommodations-permitted results at grade 4 (1998–2002) differ slightly from previous years’ results, and from previously reported results for 1998
and 2000, due to changes in sample weighting procedures. See appendix A for more details.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 1992, 1994, 1998, 2000, and 2002
Reading Assessments.
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Figure 3.4  Gaps in average reading scale scores, by race/ethnicity, grades 4, 8, and 12: 1992–2002

White average score minus Black average score
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* Significantly different from 2002.
NOTE: Score gaps are calculated based on differences between unrounded average scale scores.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 1992, 1994, 1998, 2000, and 2002
Reading Assessments.
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Table 3.2  Percentage of students, by reading achievement level and race/ethnicity, grades 4, 8, and 12: 1992–2002

See footnotes at end of table. 

At or above At or above

Below Basic At Basic At Proficient At Advanced Basic ProficientGrade 4

White
Accommodations not permitted 1992 29 * 36 27 * 8 71 * 35 *

1994 30 * 34 27 * 9 70 * 36 *
1998 28 * 34 29 9 72 * 38
2000 28 * 33 29 10 72 * 39

Accommodations permitted 1998 30 * 33 28 * 9 70 * 37 *
2000 30 * 32 28 9 70 * 38
2002 25 35 31 10 75 41

Black
Accommodations not permitted 1992 68 * 24 8 * 1 32 * 8 *

1994 70 * 21 7 * 1 30 * 8 *
1998 65 * 25 9 1 35 * 10
2000 65 * 24 * 10 1 35 * 11

Accommodations permitted 1998 64 * 25 9 1 36 * 10
2000 65 * 25 9 1 35 * 10
2002 60 28 11 2 40 12

Hispanic
Accommodations not permitted 1992 61 28 10 2 39 12

1994 66 * 22 9 3 34 * 12
1998 62 26 10 2 38 13
2000 59 26 12 2 41 15

Accommodations permitted 1998 63 24 11 2 37 13
2000 63 25 11 1 37 13
2002 56 29 13 2 44 15

Asian/Pacific Islander
Accommodations not permitted 1992 40 35 20 5 60 25 *

1994 34 30 27 9 66 36
1998 37 29 23 11 63 34
2000 25 31 28 16 75 44

Accommodations permitted 1998 42 28 20 10 58 30
2000 30 30 27 14 70 41
2002 30 33 27 10 70 37

American Indian/Alaska Native
Accommodations not permitted 1992 *** *** *** *** *** ***

1994 41 28 24 6 59 30
1998 *** *** *** *** *** ***
2000 40 38 21 1 60 22

Accommodations permitted 1998 *** *** *** *** *** ***
2000 37 35 26 2 63 28
2002 49 29 17 5 51 22

Other
Accommodations not permitted 1992 *** *** *** *** *** ***

1994 *** *** *** *** *** ***
1998 *** *** *** *** *** ***
2000 *** *** *** *** *** ***

Accommodations permitted 1998 *** *** *** *** *** ***
2000 *** *** *** *** *** ***
2002 37 33 23 7 63 30
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Table 3.2  Percentage of students, by reading achievement level and race/ethnicity, grades 4, 8, and 12: 1992–2002
—Continued

At or above At or above

Below Basic At Basic At Proficient At Advanced Basic Proficient

See footnotes at end of table. 

Grade 8

White
Accommodations not permitted 1992 23 * 42 32 * 4 77 * 35 *

1994 23 * 42 32 * 4 77 * 35 *
1998 18 41 37 3 82 40

Accommodations permitted 1998 19 * 42 36 3 81 * 39
2002 16 43 37 4 84 41

Black
Accommodations not permitted 1992 55 * 36 * 9 * # 45 * 9 *

1994 57 * 34 * 9 * # 43 * 10 *
1998 48 39 12 # 52 13

Accommodations permitted 1998 47 40 12 # 53 13
2002 45 42 13 1 55 13

Hispanic
Accommodations not permitted 1992 51 * 36 12 1 49 * 13

1994 49 * 36 * 14 1 51 * 15
1998 46 39 15 1 54 15

Accommodations permitted 1998 47 39 14 1 53 14
2002 43 42 15 1 57 15

Asian/Pacific Islander
Accommodations not permitted 1992 24 39 30 7 76 37

1994 28 38 29 5 72 34
1998 23 42 31 3 77 35

Accommodations permitted 1998 25 42 30 3 75 33
2002 24 41 32 4 76 36

American Indian/Alaska Native
Accommodations not permitted 1992 *** *** *** *** *** ***

1994 42 39 17 2 58 19
1998 *** *** *** *** *** ***

Accommodations permitted 1998 *** *** *** *** *** ***
2002 39 44 17 1 61 17

Other
Accommodations not permitted 1992 33 42 22 3 67 25

1994 *** *** *** *** *** ***
1998 15 50 33 2 85 36

Accommodations permitted 1998 *** *** *** *** *** ***
2002 23 46 28 3 77 31
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Table 3.2  Percentage of students, by reading achievement level and race/ethnicity, grades 4, 8, and 12: 1992–2002
—Continued

At or above At or above

Below Basic At Basic At Proficient At Advanced Basic ProficientGrade 12

White
Accommodations not permitted 1992 15 * 38 42 * 5 85 * 46 *

1994 20 38 37 5 80 42
1998 17 * 36 40 7 83 * 47 *

Accommodations permitted 1998 18 * 35 40 * 7 82 * 47 *
2002 21 37 36 6 79 42

Black
Accommodations not permitted 1992 39 43 17 1 61 18

1994 48 38 13 1 52 13
1998 42 40 17 1 58 18

Accommodations permitted 1998 43 40 16 1 57 17
2002 46 38 15 1 54 16

Hispanic
Accommodations not permitted 1992 33 44 22 1 67 23

1994 42 38 19 1 58 20
1998 36 39 23 2 64 25

Accommodations permitted 1998 38 38 22 2 62 24
2002 39 39 20 1 61 22

Asian/Pacific Islander
Accommodations not permitted 1992 23 37 35 5 77 40

1994 33 38 26 3 67 29
1998 25 37 31 6 75 37

Accommodations permitted 1998 26 36 33 5 74 38
2002 27 38 30 4 73 34

American Indian/Alaska Native
Accommodations not permitted 1992 *** *** *** *** *** ***

1994 39 41 18 2 61 20
1998 *** *** *** *** *** ***

Accommodations permitted 1998 *** *** *** *** *** ***
2002 *** *** *** *** *** ***

Other
Accommodations not permitted 1992 *** *** *** *** *** ***

1994 *** *** *** *** *** ***
1998 *** *** *** *** *** ***

Accommodations permitted 1998 *** *** *** *** *** ***
2002 25 39 33 3 75 36

#  Percentage rounds to zero.
* Significantly different from 2002.
*** Sample size is insufficient to permit a reliable estimate. Quality control activities and special analysis raised concerns about the accuracy and precision of grade 12 American Indian/Alaska Native
data in 2002.  As a result, they are omitted from this report.
NOTE: Percentages within each reading achievement level range may not add to 100, or to the exact percentages at or above achievement levels, due to rounding.
In addition to allowing for accommodations, the accommodations-permitted results at grade 4 (1998–2002) differ slightly from previous years’ results, and from previously reported results for 1998
and 2000, due to changes in sample weighting procedures. See appendix A for more details.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 1992, 1994, 1998, 2000, and 2002
Reading Assessments.
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Figure 3.5  Average reading scale scores, by student eligibility for free/reduced-price school lunch,
grades 4, 8, and 12: 1998–2002

* Significantly different from 2002.
NOTE: Scale score results when testing accommodations were not permitted are shown in darker print; results when accommodations were permitted are shown in lighter print.
In addition to allowing for accommodations, the accommodations-permitted results at grade 4 (1998–2002) differ slightly from previously reported results for 1998 and 2000, due to changes in sample
weighting procedures. See appendix A for more details.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 1998, 2000, and 2002 Reading
Assessments.
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Table 3.3  Percentage of students, by reading achievement level and eligibility for free/reduced-price school lunch,
grades 4, 8, and 12: 1998–2002

At or above At or above

Below Basic At Basic At Proficient At Advanced Basic Proficient

#  Percentage rounds to zero. * Significantly different from 2002.
NOTE: Percentages within each reading achievement level range may not add to 100, or to the exact percentages at or above achievement levels, due to rounding.
In addition to allowing for accommodations, the accommodations-permitted results at grade 4 (1998–2002) differ slightly from previously reported results for 1998 and 2000, due to changes in sample
weighting procedures. See appendix A for more details.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 1998, 2000, and 2002 Reading
Assessments.

Grade 4

Eligible
Accommodations not permitted 1998 58 * 29 11 2 42 * 13 *

2000 60 * 26 * 12 2 40 * 14

Accommodations permitted 1998 61 * 26 11 * 2 * 39 * 13 *
2000 62 * 25 * 11 2 * 38 * 13 *
2002 54 30 14 3 46 16

Not eligible
Accommodations not permitted 1998 27 * 33 30 10 73 * 40

2000 26 34 30 11 74 41

Accommodations permitted 1998 27 * 33 30 10 73 * 40
2000 27 * 33 30 10 73 * 39
2002 23 35 32 10 77 42

Information not available
Accommodations not permitted 1998 27 33 29 11 73 40

2000 26 32 30 12 74 42

Accommodations permitted 1998 31 33 27 10 69 37
2000 29 32 29 11 71 40
2002 29 32 29 10 71 39

Grade 8

Eligible
Accommodations not permitted 1998 44 41 14 # 56 15

Accommodations permitted 1998 44 * 42 14 # 56 * 14
2002 40 43 16 1 60 17

Not eligible
Accommodations not permitted 1998 19 * 42 36 3 81 * 39

Accommodations permitted 1998 20 * 42 35 3 80 * 38
2002 16 44 37 3 84 40

Information not available
Accommodations not permitted 1998 18 38 39 4 82 44

Accommodations permitted 1998 20 38 38 4 80 43
2002 19 41 36 5 81 41

Grade 12

Eligible
Accommodations not permitted 1998 43 38 18 1 57 19

Accommodations permitted 1998 44 37 18 1 56 19
2002 40 38 20 2 60 22

Not eligible
Accommodations not permitted 1998 20 * 37 37 6 80 * 43 *

Accommodations permitted 1998 21 * 36 37 6 79 * 43 *
2002 24 38 34 5 76 38

Information not available
Accommodations not permitted 1998 18 36 39 7 82 46

Accommodations permitted 1998 19 35 39 7 81 45
2002 20 38 36 6 80 43
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Table 3.4  Average reading scale scores, by eligibility for free/reduced-price school lunch and race/ethnicity,
grades 4, 8, and 12: 2002

Information
Eligible Not eligible not available

Grade 4

White 215 233 234

Black 193 212 206

Hispanic 195 216 207

Asian/Pacific Islander 212 234 222

American Indian/Alaska Native 201 219 200

Grade 8

White 260 275 279

Black 239 256 251

Hispanic 244 256 249

Asian/Pacific Islander 249 274 276

American Indian/Alaska Native 240 265 255

Grade 12

White 283 292 298

Black 260 272 273

Hispanic 266 278 280

Asian/Pacific Islander 274 288 296

American Indian/Alaska Native *** *** ***

*** Quality control activities and special analysis raised concerns about the accuracy and precision of grade 12 American Indian data.  As a result, they are omitted from this report.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 2002 Reading Assessment.

Title I
������#��
���������������
������	���������

��	����
��������	
���
������
��	��������


"�	�������
�����
�"����������	
��
�����	



	� ��	"'�
�	����������
������	��������

���
������
��	������
�������	
�
��		�


�������
��������#���
�
��
�,77J&����
��
��


������	�������3�����
�
������	�����
	



���	

�����
����	

������������	��&�	
������

�
�	�����	
��	���������
������	� �����())(

�

�

��
���
����	������	�������������

#
�())(&�<<������
��	���	����'������
&�,7

�����
��	� �������'������
&��
��,)������
�

	� ��"�����'������
�����
����
��		�
�����

���	����������������
���
�������#��������
���


���
�
�����
�������<�/�
�	"�����&�������������

�����
&�
����
�
�"�	�����
����
��		�
�����

��������������
�������#������	"����������

�����
��
�	��
����
�
����
�
�"�	�����
���


��		�
����������
	��������������



62 C H A P T E R  3 •   N A E P  2 0 0 2  R E A D I N G  R E P O R T  C A R D

���������
����������
���
����
��		�

�����������	
��
�������#��������
�
�����
������

<�J������������
��	�����������
�������

��
���
���������
������
��
��
�����
�����
�	��
�

������������������
&�������"��������������'

��
����
�	� �
����
�
�����	���
�����	�

��	��������&����	����	����	
�����
�&��
����

����
�����
�
��		�
����������
	�������������

�
�������I����
�
����
�
��
�
��		�
���������
������������

Table 3.6  Percentage of students, by reading achievement level and school participation in Title I,
grades 4, 8, and 12: 2002

At or above At or above

Below Basic At Basic At Proficient At Advanced Basic ProficientGrade 4

Participated 56 29 13 2 44 15

Did not participate 26 34 30 10 74 40

Grade 8

Participated 45 41 14 1 55 14

Did not participate 20 43 34 3 80 37

Grade 12

Participated 42 37 19 2 58 21

Did not participate 25 38 33 5 75 38

NOTE: Percentages within each reading achievement level range may not add to 100, or to the exact percentages at or above achievement levels, due to rounding.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 2002 Reading Assessment.

Table 3.5  Average reading scale scores, by school participation in Title I, grades 4, 8, and 12: 2002

2002

Grade 4

Participated 201

Did not participate 227

Grade 8

Participated 245

Did not participate 269

Grade 12

Participated 271

Did not participate 289

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 2002 Reading Assessment.
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Figure 3.6  Average reading scale scores, by student-reported parents’ highest level of education, grades 8 and 12:
1992–2002
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* Significantly different from 2002.
NOTE: Scale score results when testing accommodations were not permitted are shown in darker print; results when accommodations were permitted are shown in lighter print.
Italicized scale score values indicate that two or more groups had the same rounded average score.  The average scores, when rounded, were the same in 2002 for eighth- and twelfth-grade students
who reported they did not know their parents’ level of education.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 1992, 1994, 1998, and 2002
Reading Assessments.
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Table 3.7  Percentage of students, by reading achievement level and student-reported parents’ highest level
of education, grades 8 and 12: 1992–2002

At or above At or above

Below Basic At Basic At Proficient At Advanced Basic Proficient

See footnotes at end of table. 

Grade 8

Less than high school
Accommodations not permitted 1992 49 * 38 * 12 1 51 * 13

1994 54 * 36 * 10 # 46 * 10
1998 48 41 11 # 52 11

Accommodations permitted 1998 48 41 11 # 52 11
2002 42 44 13 # 58 14

Graduated high school
Accommodations not permitted 1992 39 * 42 * 18 1 61 * 19

1994 38 * 42 * 19 1 62 * 20
1998 34 43 21 1 66 22

Accommodations permitted 1998 34 45 20 1 66 21
2002 31 48 21 1 69 21

Some education after high school
Accommodations not permitted 1992 24 * 44 * 30 3 76 * 32

1994 23 * 44 * 30 3 77 * 33
1998 19 44 34 2 81 36

Accommodations permitted 1998 20 44 33 2 80 36
2002 19 48 32 2 81 34

Graduated college
Accommodations not permitted 1992 20 * 40 35 * 5 80 * 40

1994 21 * 39 35 * 5 79 * 40 *
1998 16 39 41 5 84 45

Accommodations permitted 1998 17 39 40 4 83 44
2002 16 40 39 5 84 44

Unknown
Accommodations not permitted 1992 55 * 33 * 12 # 45 * 12

1994 52 * 36 * 11 # 48 * 12
1998 50 38 12 # 50 12

Accommodations permitted 1998 48 39 12 # 52 12
2002 43 43 14 # 57 14
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#  Percentage rounds to zero.
* Significantly different from 2002.
NOTE: Percentages within each reading achievement level range may not add to 100, or to the exact percentages at or above achievement levels, due to rounding.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 1992, 1994, 1998, and 2002
Reading Assessments.

Table 3.7  Percentage of students, by reading achievement level and student-reported parents’ highest level
of education, grades 8 and 12: 1992–2002—Continued

At or above At or above

Below Basic At Basic At Proficient At Advanced Basic ProficientGrade 12

Less than high school
Accommodations not permitted 1992 37 * 42 20 # 63 * 21

1994 47 37 15 1 53 15
1998 43 38 18 1 57 19

Accommodations permitted 1998 44 38 18 1 56 19
2002 44 38 17 1 56 17

Graduated high school
Accommodations not permitted 1992 28 * 44 26 2 72 * 28

1994 34 42 22 2 66 24
1998 32 40 25 2 68 28

Accommodations permitted 1998 33 39 26 2 67 28
2002 34 41 23 2 66 25

Some education after high school
Accommodations not permitted 1992 17 * 41 38 * 3 83 * 41 *

1994 22 42 32 3 78 36
1998 20 41 35 4 80 39

Accommodations permitted 1998 21 40 35 4 79 39
2002 23 40 33 4 77 36

Graduated college
Accommodations not permitted 1992 13 * 36 45 * 6 87 * 52 *

1994 16 36 41 7 84 48
1998 15 33 43 9 * 85 52 *

Accommodations permitted 1998 16 33 42 9 84 51 *
2002 18 36 39 7 82 46

Unknown
Accommodations not permitted 1992 56 34 9 # 44 10

1994 68 25 6 # 32 6
1998 61 30 8 # 39 9

Accommodations permitted 1998 62 29 9 # 38 10
2002 65 29 6 # 35 6
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Figure 3.7  Average reading scale scores, by type of school, grades 4, 8, and 12: 1992–2002

* Significantly different from 2002.
1 Participation rates for Catholic and Other nonpublic school students at grade 12 did not meet the minimum criterion for reporting in 2002.
NOTE: Scale score results when testing accommodations were not permitted are shown in darker print; results when accommodations were permitted are shown in lighter print.
In addition to allowing for accommodations, the accommodations-permitted results at grade 4 (1998–2002) differ slightly from previous years’ results, and from previously reported results for 1998
and 2000, due to changes in sample weighting procedures. See appendix A for more details.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 1992, 1994, 1998, 2000, and 2002
Reading Assessments.

Accommodations not permitted

Accommodations permitted

Public

'92 '94 '98 '00 '02

500

310
300
290
280
270
260
250
240
230
220
210
200
190

0

215 212* 215 215

258* 257* 261

290* 286 289*

213* 211*

261

289*

Grade 4

Grade 8

Grade 12

217

263

285

Nonpublic

'92 '94 '98 '00 '02

500

310
300
290
280
270
260
250
240
230
220
210
200
190

0

232 231 233 234

278 279 281

308
301 303

232 231

281

303

Grade 4

Grade 8

Grade 12

234

304

281

Nonpublic: Catholic

'92 '94 '98 '00 '02

500

310
300
290
280
270
260
250
240
230
220
210
200
190

0

229 229 233 231

275* 279
281

307
298

303

232 229

282

303

Grade 4

Grade 8

Grade 12

281

234

1 Nonpublic: Other

'92 '94 '98 '00 '02

500

310
300
290
280
270
260
250
240
230
220
210
200
190

0

238 234

232

237

283 280 281

308 307 303

233

234

281

302

Grade 4

Grade 8

Grade 12

281

235

1

Grades 4, 8, and 12



70 C H A P T E R  3 •   N A E P  2 0 0 2  R E A D I N G  R E P O R T  C A R D

���������
�� ������ ��
���
���� �����	�


��		���������
�
�����	�������	� ����������

�����
��
�������<�+�����������
�����	�

�	����'������������'
��		��
����
�
����	�

��	���������"�
���������
�())(����
��
�,77*&

,77+&��
��()))�����"�
�
	���	�
���	�������


��
�����
������	��������
�,77(��B	��������'

������
�����
��
���������
��		�
&��������'

��
����
����	����	����������
���	
�����
���


())(�"��������������
�,77(��
��,77*�

������'������
��
� ���	����
��		�
���
	����

��������������
��������	����	����������
�())(

�
��	�����
	
��	�,77(�����������,(&����

�����
����
�	� �������'
��		��
����
�
����	�

��	����������
���	
�����
��������
���
�
��

,77+��
�����������
�����	� �
����
�
��



	
�������
��		�
����	����	���������"�


�	"����
�())(����
��
�,77(�

#
�())(&����������
����
�	� �
����
�
����	�

��	�����������
�����	����	����	
�����
���"���

�������������������������
��	��
����
�


����
��
��
	
�������
��		�
����
���	
���


�������
��		�
��������"����
	�
��
�����
�

�������
��
��
����������
����
�	� �
����
�
���

	����	����������������
�������
���	
�

�	����'��
��������'������
����
�
�����
��
�

 ���	����
��		�
��
����	
���
�	������������


��		�
�



C H A P T E R  3   • N A E P  2 0 0 2  R E A D I N G  R E P O R T  C A R D 71

At or above At or above

Below Basic At Basic At Proficient At Advanced Basic Proficient

Table 3.8  Percentage of students, by reading achievement level and type of school, grades 4, 8, and 12: 1992–2002

See footnotes at end of table. 

Grade 4

Public
Accommodations not permitted 1992 40 33 21 6 60 27

1994 41 * 30 21 7 59 * 28
1998 39 31 23 6 61 29
2000 40 31 22 7 60 30

Accommodations permitted 1998 42 * 30 * 21 6 58 * 28
2000 43 * 30 21 6 57 * 28
2002 38 32 23 6 62 30

Nonpublic
Accommodations not permitted 1992 21 34 33 12 79 45

1994 23 34 31 13 77 43
1998 22 32 32 14 78 46
2000 20 32 34 14 80 47

Accommodations permitted 1998 22 32 32 14 78 46
2000 22 33 33 12 78 45
2002 20 32 34 13 80 48

Nonpublic: Catholic
Accommodations not permitted 1992 24 35 30 10 76 41

1994 24 34 30 12 76 42
1998 21 33 32 13 79 46
2000 22 33 33 11 78 44

Accommodations permitted 1998 22 34 32 13 78 45
2000 25 34 31 10 75 41
2002 20 33 34 13 80 47

Nonpublic: Other
Accommodations not permitted 1992 16 31 38 15 84 53

1994 20 34 32 14 80 46
1998 24 30 31 16 76 46
2000 18 31 35 16 82 51

Accommodations permitted 1998 23 30 32 15 77 47
2000 20 32 34 15 80 49
2002 20 32 35 14 80 49
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Table 3.8  Percentage of students, by reading achievement level and type of school, grades 4, 8, and 12: 1992–2002
—Continued

See footnotes at end of table. 

At or above At or above

Below Basic At Basic At Proficient At Advanced Basic ProficientGrade 8

Public
Accommodations not permitted 1992 33 * 41 * 25 * 2 67 * 27 *

1994 33 * 40 * 25 * 2 67 * 27 *
1998 28 41 28 2 72 31

Accommodations permitted 1998 29 * 42 27 2 71 * 30
2002 26 43 28 2 74 31

Nonpublic
Accommodations not permitted 1992 13 38 41 7 87 48

1994 11 39 43 6 89 49
1998 9 37 49 5 91 54

Accommodations permitted 1998 9 38 47 6 91 53
2002 10 39 45 7 90 51

Nonpublic: Catholic
Accommodations not permitted 1992 16 * 40 39 6 84 * 45

1994 12 39 43 6 88 49
1998 9 38 48 5 91 53

Accommodations permitted 1998 8 38 48 5 92 53
2002 10 40 44 6 90 51

Nonpublic: Other
Accommodations not permitted 1992 10 36 45 10 90 54

1994 11 39 43 7 89 50
1998 9 36 49 5 91 54

Accommodations permitted 1998 10 37 47 6 90 53
2002 11 37 45 7 89 52
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Table 3.8  Percentage of students, by reading achievement level and type of school, grades 4, 8, and 12: 1992–2002
—Continued

At or above At or above

Below Basic At Basic At Proficient At Advanced Basic Proficient

* Significantly different from 2002.
*** Participation rates for Catholic and Other nonpublic school students at grade 12 did not meet the minimum criterion for reporting.
NOTE: Percentages within each reading achievement level range may not add to 100, or to the exact percentages at or above achievement levels, due to rounding.
In addition to allowing for accommodations, the accommodations-permitted results at grade 4 (1998–2002) differ slightly from previous years’ results, and from previously reported results for 1998
and 2000, due to changes in sample weighting procedures. See appendix A for more details.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 1992, 1994, 1998, 2000, and 2002
Reading Assessments.

Grade 12

Public
Accommodations not permitted 1992 22 * 41 * 34 * 3 78 * 37 *

1994 27 39 31 4 73 35
1998 24 * 37 33 5 * 76 * 39 *

Accommodations permitted 1998 25 * 37 33 * 5 * 75 * 38 *
2002 28 38 30 4 72 34

Nonpublic
Accommodations not permitted 1992 8 * 32 51 * 9 92 * 60

1994 13 35 44 8 87 52
1998 13 33 45 9 87 54

Accommodations permitted 1998 13 33 44 9 87 54
2002 11 34 45 10 89 55

Nonpublic: Catholic
Accommodations not permitted 1992 7 * 35 51 8 93 * 59

1994 15 38 41 6 85 47
1998 13 33 46 8 87 54

Accommodations permitted 1998 12 34 44 9 88 54
2002 *** *** *** *** *** ***

Nonpublic: Other
Accommodations not permitted 1992 11 28 49 12 89 61

1994 11 30 48 11 89 59
1998 13 33 44 9 87 53

Accommodations permitted 1998 15 31 45 9 85 54
2002 *** *** *** *** *** ***
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Table 3.9  Average reading scale scores, by parents’ highest level of education and type of school, grades 8 and 12:
2002

Less than Graduated Some education Graduated
high school high school after high school college Unknown

Grade 8

Public 247 256 267 273 246

Nonpublic 264 270 279 285 265

Grade 12

Public 268 277 288 294 247

Nonpublic 285 294 302 309 262

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 2002 Reading Assessment.
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Table 3.10  Average reading scale scores, by type of location, grades 4, 8, and 12: 2000 and 2002

Accommodations Accommodations
 not permitted  permitted

2000 2000 2002

Grade 4

Central city 209 206 * 212

Urban fringe/large town 222 217 * 223

Rural/small town 218 218 220

Grade 8

Central city — — 258

Urban fringe/large town — — 268

Rural/small town — — 266

Grade 12

Central city — — 284

Urban fringe/large town — — 290

Rural/small town — — 285

— Data were not collected at grades 8 and 12 in 2000.
* Significantly different from 2002.
NOTE: In addition to allowing for accommodations, the accommodations-permitted results at grade 4 (1998–2002) differ slightly from previously reported results for 2000, due to changes in sample
weighting procedures. See appendix A for more details.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 2000 and 2002 Reading
Assessments.
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Table 3.11  Percentage of students, by reading achievement level and type of location, grades 4, 8, and 12:
2000 and 2002

At or above At or above

Below Basic At Basic At Proficient At Advanced Basic Proficient

* Significantly different from 2002.
NOTE: Percentages within each reading achievement level range may not add to 100, or to the exact percentages at or above achievement levels, due to rounding.
In addition to allowing for accommodations, the accommodations-permitted results at grade 4 (1998–2002) differ slightly from previously reported results for 2000, due to changes in sample weighting
procedures. See appendix A for more details.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 2000 and 2002 Reading
Assessments.

Grade 4

Central city
Accommodations not permitted 2000 47 27 20 6 53 26

Accommodations permitted 2000 49 27 19 5 51 24
2002 45 30 20 6 55 25

Urban fringe/large town
Accommodations not permitted 2000 32 32 26 10 68 36

Accommodations permitted 2000 37 * 30 24 8 63 * 33
2002 31 33 27 9 69 36

Rural/small town
Accommodations not permitted 2000 35 33 25 8 65 32

Accommodations permitted 2000 35 33 25 7 65 32
2002 34 35 25 6 66 32

Grade 8

Central city
Accommodations permitted 2002 32 41 24 2 68 26

Urban fringe/large town
Accommodations permitted 2002 21 42 33 3 79 37

Rural/small town
Accommodations permitted 2002 22 45 31 2 78 33

Grade 12

Central city
Accommodations permitted 2002 30 36 30 4 70 34

Urban fringe/large town
Accommodations permitted 2002 23 38 34 5 77 39

Rural/small town
Accommodations permitted 2002 27 39 30 3 73 34
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Performance of Selected
Subgroups by State
9�
���
��	��������'
��		��
����
�
��
��������'

����
��
����
��
������
�����	

��������
�
���

�
����
�
����	
������
���&�����8���
�����&��
�

�������������	������8�������'������
��		�

��
����������	
���������	�������������
�

����
�����	

����
����	�����
�����
�����'

��
����
����	����	����������
����������
����


�	������
������
�����
������8���
������

��������������	
����������"���
���

��������
��������
��
���

�	��
	���	��	����
��

	���'��+,,+������	���'�������� !�
��� ��
���
� �	�

���������
�����	
�������
���	
���������	�'

��
���	� �������'
��		��
����
�
�	
��&����

��
���
��	������
���	
��������������
����

�����
���	
��"����������	�������������
�

����
�����	

�������
���	
�������'
��		�


����
�
�	
�����
��3������
���	
�����
���


���
�
�������������
������������&�"����

����������������	���
���	� ��	���������'��
�


	
������'
��		��
����
�
��	���
����

#
�������	
��	���
���
���	������())(

�

�

��
�&���
���
���	�����������

�

��
�

����
��
�"�������������������������������'


�
����������
��
����	��
��	�������������
�

���������	

�

Gender
�����
�<�,(��
��<�,<����
�
�������������

�����
��
�	��
��	��������
���������
����
�


�
������������
������
�����	

���������
�*��
�

+���
�����������B	����	
������
�����	

�����

��������������
��	�������,77(��
��())(

�	����'�����������
���

�

��
�
&�7�
�	"��


�	����
����
�
��	���	���������
��������


����
�
&�<�
�	"����
����
�
��	��������


����
�
�	
��&��
��*�
�	"����
����
�
��	�

�����
����
�
�	
����A
���	
������
�����	


�����	"�����������
�	��
��	���	���������
�

�������
����
�
��
�())(��	��������	�,77(�

��	
����������
�����	

��������������������


�	���,77+��
��())(&�,<�
�	"���
�	��

�
����
�
��	���	���������
���������
����
�
&

J�
�	"����
����
�
��	�������
����
�
�	
��&

�
��<�
�	"����
����
�
��	���������
����
�


	
����A
���	
������
�����	
�
�	"�����
�	��

������
���	�������
����
�
�
�
���,77+�

���������+&���������
�	��
�"������������


())(����
��
�,77+��	���	���������
��������


����
�
��
�(�����
�����	

&��	�������
����
�


�
�J�����
�����	

&��
���	���������
����
�
��


,�����
�����	
��%�����
�
��
���������
�	��


"��������������	���	���������
��������


����
�
��
�,�����
�����	
��
���	��������


����
�
��
�(�����
�����	

�

#
�())(&��������
����
�
�����������

��������
�	��
����
������
����
�
��
��������

*�	� ���������
�����	

���������������������

������*&��
���
�����	� ���������
�����	

�����

����������������������+�



C H A P T E R  3   • N A E P  2 0 0 2  R E A D I N G  R E P O R T  C A R D 79

Table 3.12  Average reading scale scores, by gender, grade 4 public schools: By state, 1992–2002

Male Female
Accommodations Accommodations Accommodations Accommodations
 not permitted permitted  not permitted permitted

1992 1994 1998 1998 2002 1992 1994 1998 1998 2002

Grade 4

Nation (Public) 1 211 207 * 212 210 * 214 219 218 218 215 * 220
Alabama 204 203 208 209 203 211 213 214 214 211

Arizona 206 201 201 202 200 213 211 212 211 211
Arkansas 208 204 *,** 206 205 210 214 213 212 213 216
California ‡ 198 194 *,** 198 198 204 207 200 * 206 206 208
Colorado 214 209 218 217 — 219 218 225 224 —

Connecticut 219 *,** 218 *,** 229 225 226 224 *,** 226 *,** 234 235 233
Delaware 209 *,** 200 *,** 208 *,** 204 *,** 222 217 *,** 212 *,** 216 *,** 210 *,** 226

Florida 205 * 199 *,** 203 *,** 201 *,** 210 211 *,** 210 *,** 212 *,** 210 *,** 218
Georgia 210 201 *,** 206 * 205 *,** 211 215 212 *,** 213 * 212 *,** 219
Hawaii 198 194 *,** 194 *,** 193 *,** 203 209 208 *,** 205 *,** 206 *,** 213
Idaho 217 — — — 216 221 — — — 224

Indiana 219 216 — — 220 224 223 — — 224
Iowa ‡ 222 219 218 216 220 229 227 228 225 226

Kansas ‡ — — 219 218 218 — — 226 225 226
Kentucky 209 *,** 206 *,** 216 216 215 216 *,** 217 *,** 220 219 *,** 224
Louisiana 200 193 *,** 199 195 *,** 204 207 200 *,** 209 205 210

Maine 225 225 222 222 222 229 231 229 228 228
Maryland 207 *,** 205 *,** 209 206 *,** 214 215 * 214 *,** 221 217 220

Massachusetts 225 *,** 221 *,** 221 *,** 219 *,** 231 227 *,** 226 *,** 229 *,** 226 *,** 237
Michigan 214 — 212 211 216 218 — 221 221 222

Minnesota ‡ 217 214 *,** 218 215 *,** 221 225 *,** 223 *,** 226 223 *,** 230
Mississippi 196 196 201 199 200 202 207 208 207 206

Missouri 217 213 211 210 *,** 216 223 221 222 221 224
Montana ‡ — 218 221 220 219 — 227 231 230 229
Nebraska 218 216 — — 218 225 224 — — 225

Nevada — — 204 203 206 — — 211 209 212
New Hampshire 224 218 222 224 — 231 229 229 228 —

New Jersey 220 216 — — — 226 222 — — —
New Mexico 209 201 202 201 204 213 208 209 209 211

New York ‡ 212 * 207 *,** 214 214 217 218 *,** 216 *,** 218 *,** 217 *,** 227
North Carolina 209 *,** 209 *,** 213 * 208 *,** 218 214 *,** 220 *,** 220 * 218 *,** 225
North Dakota ‡ 224 221 — — 221 227 230 — — 227

Ohio 214 * — — — 220 221 * — — — 225
Oklahoma 218 *,** — 219 *,** 218 *,** 210 223 *,** — 220 220 217

Oregon — — 210 * 208 *,** 215 — — 218 * 215 *,** 224
Pennsylvania 218 211 *,** — — 218 223 220 — — 223
Rhode Island 215 215 217 218 217 218 225 220 217 222

South Carolina 206 199 *,** 207 206 209 213 * 208 *,** 214 * 212 *,** 218
Tennessee ‡ 209 208 209 208 211 215 217 216 215 217

Texas 209 * 210 213 208 * 215 216 214 221 220 219
Utah 217 213 *,** 212 *,** 213 *,** 218 224 222 219 *,** 219 *,** 225

Vermont — — — — 223 — — — — 231
Virginia 217 *,** 208 *,** 214 *,** 213 *,** 223 225 219 *,** 223 * 222 *,** 227

Washington ‡ — 209 *,** 212 *,** 213 *,** 220 — 217 *,** 222 *,** 223 * 227
West Virginia 211 *,** 208 *,** 213 212 217 220 218 219 219 221

Wisconsin ‡ 221 221 222 221 — 226 227 226 224 —
Wyoming 220 218 216 215 219 226 224 223 222 224

Other Jurisdictions
District of Columbia 185 174 *,** 177 *,** 175 *,** 185 191 *,** 183 *,** 186 *,** 183 *,** 196

DDESS 2 — — 217 *,** 214 * 222 — — 223 * 223 *,** 228
DoDDS 3 — 213 *,** 219 217 *,** 222 — 223 *,** 228 226 227
Guam 175 172 *,** — — 180 190 190 — — 192

Virgin Islands 164 *,** — 169 166 *,** 175 179 — 186 182 184
— Indicates that the jurisdiction did not participate or did not meet minimum participation guidelines for reporting.
‡ Indicates that the jurisdiction did not meet one or more of the guidelines for school participation in 2002.
* Significantly different from 2002 when only one jurisdiction or the nation is being examined. ** Significantly different from 2002 when using a multiple-comparison procedure based on all jurisdictions that
participated both years.
1National results that are presented for assessments prior to 2002 are based on the national sample, not on aggregated state assessment samples.
2 Department of Defense Domestic Dependent Elementary and Secondary Schools. 3 Department of Defense Dependents Schools (Overseas).
NOTE: Comparative performance results may be affected by changes in exclusion rates for students with disabilities and limited English proficient students in the NAEP samples.
In addition to allowing for accommodations, the accommodations-permitted results for national public schools at grade 4 (1998 and 2002) differ slightly from previous years’ results, and from previously reported results
for 1998, due to changes in sample weighting procedures. See appendix A for more details.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 1992, 1994, 1998, and 2002 Reading Assessments.
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Grade 8

Table 3.13  Average reading scale scores, by gender, grade 8 public schools: By state, 1998 and 2002

Male Female
Accommodations Accommodations Accommodations Accommodations
 not permitted permitted  not permitted permitted

1998 1998 2002 1998 1998 2002

— Indicates that the jurisdiction did not participate or did not meet minimum participation guidelines for reporting.
‡ Indicates that the jurisdiction did not meet one or more of the guidelines for school participation in 2002.
* Significantly different from 2002 when only one jurisdiction or the nation is being examined.
** Significantly different from 2002 when using a multiple-comparison procedure based on all jurisdictions that participated both years.
1National results that are presented for assessments prior to 2002 are based on the national sample, not on aggregated state assessment samples.
2 Department of Defense Domestic Dependent Elementary and Secondary Schools.  3 Department of Defense Dependents Schools (Overseas).
NOTE: Comparative performance results may be affected by changes in exclusion rates for students with disabilities and limited English proficient students in the NAEP samples.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 1998 and 2002 Reading
Assessments.

Nation (Public)1 255 * 253 * 258 268 268 267
Alabama 251 250 247 259 261 258
Arizona 256 255 252 266 265 262

Arkansas 250 251 255 262 262 266
California ‡ 249 249 247 257 255 255
Colorado 257 258 — 270 270 —

Connecticut 265 265 261 278 *,** 277 273
Delaware 249 *,** 248 *,** 264 262 *,** 260 *,** 271

Florida 247 *,** 248 *,** 255 260 * 261 * 266
Georgia 252 252 253 262 262 263
Hawaii 243 242 243 256 256 260
 Idaho — — 259 — — 273

Indiana — — 260 — — 270
Kansas ‡ 263 262 265 273 273 274

Kentucky 255 * 256 * 261 269 269 270
Louisiana 245 * 245 * 252 258 258 260

Maine 265 264 265 280 *,** 279 * 275
Maryland 255 255 258 269 267 269

Massachusetts 263 264 266 274 274 275
Michigan — — 259 — — 270

Minnesota ‡ 260 258 — 275 273 —
Mississippi 245 * 247 251 256 256 259

Missouri 258 *,** 257 *,** 265 269 268 271
Montana ‡ 263 264 267 277 277 274

Nebraska — — 267 —  — 274
Nevada 252 *,** 253 *,** 246 262 *,** 263 *,** 257

New Mexico 252 253 250 263 * 263 *,** 258
New York ‡ 263 261 261 270 269 267

North Carolina 256 255 *,** 260 270 269 270
North Dakota ‡ — — 263 — — 273

Ohio — — 265 — — 272
Oklahoma 259 259 257 271 * 271 267

Oregon ‡ 259 258 * 264 273 275 273
Pennsylvania — — 263 — — 268
Rhode Island 257 259 258 268 269 266

South Carolina 250 250 253 259 259 263
Tennessee ‡ 252 250 254 265 265 266

Texas 257 256 257 267 266 268
Utah 260 259 257 269 268 270

Vermont —  — 267 — — 277
Virginia 262 262 264 271 271 275

Washington ‡ 258 256 261 272 272 275
West Virginia 254 255 259 269 268 268

Wisconsin ‡ 259 258 — 273 273 —
Wyoming 255 * 256 260 270 271 271

Other Jurisdictions
American Samoa — — 186 — — 208

District of Columbia 230 229 235 242 241 245
DDESS 2 268 266 269 270 271 275
DoDDS 3 265 * 264 *,** 269 274 * 274 277
Guam — — 235 — — 246

Virgin Islands 229 227 234 236 * 235 *,** 247
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Table 3.14  Percentage of students at or above Proficient in reading, by gender, grade 4 public schools:
By state, 1992–2002

Grade 4 Male Female
Accommodations Accommodations Accommodations Accommodations
 not permitted permitted  not permitted permitted

1992 1994 1998 1998 2002 1992 1994 1998 1998 2002

— Indicates that the jurisdiction did not participate or did not meet minimum participation guidelines for reporting. ‡ Indicates that the jurisdiction did not meet one or more of the guidelines for school
participation in 2002. * Significantly different from 2002 when only one jurisdiction or the nation is being examined. ** Significantly different from 2002 when using a multiple-comparison procedure
based on all jurisdictions that participated both years.
1National results that are presented for assessments prior to 2002 are based on the national sample, not on aggregated state assessment samples.
2 Department of Defense Domestic Dependent Elementary and Secondary Schools. 3 Department of Defense Dependents Schools (Overseas).
NOTE: Comparative performance results may be affected by changes in exclusion rates for students with disabilities and limited English proficient students in the NAEP samples.
In addition to allowing for accommodations, the accommodations-permitted results for national public schools at grade 4 (1998 and 2002) differ slightly from previous years’ results, and from
previously reported results for 1998, due to changes in sample weighting procedures. See appendix A for more details.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 1992, 1994, 1998, and 2002
Reading Assessments.

Nation (Public) 1 24 24 27 25 26 30 32 31 30 33
Alabama 17 20 22 22 20 23 26 26 25 25

Arizona 17 20 18 18 18 24 28 26 25 26
Arkansas 20 21 22 21 23 25 27 24 24 28
California ‡ 16 15 18 17 18 22 20 22 23 24
Colorado 22 25 30 29 — 29 31 37 36 —

Connecticut 30 *,** 34 41 38 39 37 *,** 43 49 49 47
Delaware 21 *,** 19 *,** 21 *,** 20 *,** 32 27 *,** 27 *,** 28 *,** 25 *,** 37

Florida 20 19 19 * 19 * 24 23 *,** 26 26 25 * 30
Georgia 23 23 22 21 25 27 28 27 27 31
Hawaii 14 * 16 15 14 18 20 * 22 20 20 25
Idaho 25 — — — 28 30 — — — 37

Indiana 28 29 — — 31 32 36 — — 35
Iowa ‡ 32 30 29 27 32 40 40 40 39 38

Kansas ‡ — — 29 29 29 — — 39 39 38
Kentucky 21 22 27 28 25 25 *,** 29 31 30 35
Louisiana 14 * 13 * 16 14 18 17 * 16 * 22 21 22

Maine 34 38 32 32 32 38 44 41 39 38
Maryland 20 *,** 23 24 22 27 28 30 34 32 32

Massachusetts 34 *,** 33 *,** 31 *,** 31 *,** 43 38 *,** 39 *,** 42 * 39 *,** 52
Michigan 24 — 23 23 26 28 — 33 32 34

Minnesota ‡ 27 28 32 30 31 36 37 40 39 42
Mississippi 12 14 16 15 14 15 21 19 19 18

Missouri 27 28 23 23 28 33 34 35 33 36
Montana ‡ — 30 31 30 30 — 40 44 44 43
Nebraska 27 30 — — 30 34 39 — — 39

Nevada — — 18 18 19 — — 24 22 23
New Hampshire 34 30 35 35 — 42 42 41 39 —

New Jersey 31 29 — — — 38 37 — — —
New Mexico 21 17 19 18 19 24 24 25 24 24

New York ‡ 24 * 24 * 27 27 31 29 *,** 31 *,** 31 * 31 *,** 40
North Carolina 23 * 26 24 23 * 28 26 *,** 34 31 31 35
North Dakota ‡ 33 33 — — 30 37 42 — — 38

Ohio 23 * — — — 30 31 * — — — 37
Oklahoma 26 — 29 29 * 23 32 — 31 32 29

Oregon — — 24 23 26 — — 32 30 37
Pennsylvania 29 25 * — — 32 34 35 — — 37
Rhode Island 26 27 31 31 30 30 37 33 32 34

South Carolina 19 17 * 20 20 22 24 23 * 24 24 * 29
Tennessee ‡ 21 23 23 22 23 26 30 28 28 28

Texas 20 24 25 23 27 27 28 32 33 29
Utah 27 26 24 24 28 33 34 32 31 37

Vermont — — — — 33 — — — — 45
Virginia 28 * 21 *,** 26 * 25 *,** 35 35 32 *,** 33 * 34 39

Washington ‡ — 24 * 25 26 31 — 29 *,** 33 35 38
West Virginia 21 22 26 24 25 30 30 31 31 31

Wisconsin ‡ 30 31 32 32 — 37 39 37 36 —
Wyoming 30 28 26 26 29 35 36 34 33 35

Other Jurisdictions
District of Columbia 9 7 8 8 8 10 9 12 12 11

DDESS 2 — — 28 28 30 — — 35 35 37
DoDDS 3 — 22 *,** 28 28 30 — 34 39 37 37
Guam 5 5 — — 6 11 11 — — 9

Virgin Islands 2 — 6 5 5 5 — 10 9 7
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Table 3.15  Percentage of students at or above Proficient in reading, by gender, grade 8 public schools:
By state, 1998 and 2002

Male Female
Accommodations Accommodations Accommodations Accommodations
 not permitted permitted  not permitted permitted

1998 1998 2002 1998 1998 2002

Grade 8

— Indicates that the jurisdiction did not participate or did not meet minimum participation guidelines for reporting.
‡ Indicates that the jurisdiction did not meet one or more of the guidelines for school participation in 2002.
# Percentage rounds to zero.
* Significantly different from 2002 when only one jurisdiction or the nation is being examined.
** Significantly different from 2002 when using a multiple-comparison procedure based on all jurisdictions that participated both years.
1National results that are presented for assessments prior to 2002 are based on the national sample, not on aggregated state assessment samples.
2 Department of Defense Domestic Dependent Elementary and Secondary Schools.  3 Department of Defense Dependents Schools (Overseas).
NOTE: Comparative performance results may be affected by changes in exclusion rates for students with disabilities and limited English proficient students in the NAEP samples.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 1998 and 2002 Reading
Assessments.

Nation (Public) 1 24 23 * 26 37 37 36
Alabama 18 17 17 25 26 26

Arizona 22 21 18 33 32 29
Arkansas 18 19 22 28 28 33
California ‡ 17 17 17 26 25 24
Colorado 23 23 — 38 37 —

Connecticut 34 33 31 50 48 43
Delaware 19 * 18 *,** 28 31 * 29 *,** 38

Florida 18 17 * 24 28 28 34
Georgia 20 21 22 29 30 30
Hawaii 14 15 14 23 23 26
Idaho — — 25 — — 41

Indiana — — 26 — — 38
Kansas ‡ 29 29 32 42 43 44

Kentucky 22 23 27 37 38 37
Louisiana 13 * 13 * 19 22 22 25

Maine 33 32 32 51 * 50 44
Maryland 25 24 27 38 37 37

Massachusetts 29 30 33 44 45 45
Michigan — — 27 — — 37

Minnesota ‡ 28 28 — 46 44 —
Mississippi 14 15 16 23 22 24

Missouri 24 23 28 35 33 38
Montana ‡ 30 32 33 46 48 41

Nebraska — — 32 — — 41
Nevada 19 18 16 30 * 29 23

New Mexico 18 17 17 29 29 * 23
New York ‡ 30 28 29 37 37 35

North Carolina 24 22 27 38 38 36
North Dakota ‡ — — 28 — — 42

Ohio — — 31 — — 39
Oklahoma 21 23 22 36 37 33

Oregon ‡ 25 * 25 32 42 45 41
Pennsylvania — — 32 — — 38
Rhode Island 25 27 25 35 37 35

South Carolina 17 18 19 26 26 29
Tennessee ‡ 18 19 23 33 34 34

Texas 22 21 25 33 33 36
Utah 25 25 26 37 37 38

Vermont — — 34 — — 46
Virginia 28 27 31 38 39 43

Washington ‡ 24 24 30 40 40 44
West Virginia 20 21 25 35 35 33

Wisconsin ‡ 24 25 — 42 44 —
Wyoming 22 22 25 37 40 37

Other Jurisdictions
American Samoa — — # — — 2

District of Columbia 10 9 9 14 13 11
DDESS 2 36 37 33 38 40 42
DoDDS 3 31 31 34 43 42 45
Guam — — 7 — — 14

Virgin Islands 8 6 4 11 11 9
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Table 3.16  Average reading scale scores, by race/ethnicity, grade 4 public schools: By state, 1992–2002

Grade 4

See footnotes at end of table. 

White Black Hispanic
Accommodations Accommodations Accommodations Accommodations Accommodations Accommodations
 not permitted permitted  not permitted permitted  not permitted permitted

1992 1994 1998 1998 2002 1992 1994 1998 1998 2002 1992 1994 1998 1998 2002

Nation (Public) 1 223 * 222 * 224 * 223 * 227 191 * 184 * 192 * 192 * 198 194 186 * 194 192 199
Alabama 217 219 221 222 218 187 185 192 191 188 *** *** *** *** ***
Arizona 220 219 221 219 220 198 188 193 191 199 197 188 183 188 188

Arkansas 218 217 * 217 * 216 * 222 189 182 * 184 184 188 *** *** *** *** 204
California ‡ 217 212 *,** 217 217 223 181 *,** 182 *,** 188 186 196 180 * 171 *,** 178 181 192
Colorado 221 220 228 226 — 200 192 200 197 — 202 191 201 201 —

Connecticut 230 *,** 233 *,** 239 237 237 195 * 189 *,** 204 203 206 187 *,** 183 *,** 200 196 204
Delaware 221 *,** 215 *,** 219 *,** 218 *,** 233 195 *,** 187 *,** 197 *,** 189 *,** 209 *** *** 202 176 * 212

Florida 218 *,** 217 *,** 219 *,** 217 *,** 226 185 *,** 181 *,** 188 *,** 186 *,** 196 203 192 *,** 198 198 207
Georgia 223 221 * 223 221 *,** 226 195 184 *,** 192 *,** 191 *,** 200 *** *** *** *** 200
Hawaii 212 214 214 214 219 205 197 205 203 208 193 189 196 197 203
Idaho 221 — — — 224 *** — — — *** 198 — — — 197

Indiana 224 224 — — 225 200 192 *,** — — 202 *** *** — — 216
Iowa ‡ 226 224 225 222 225 208 185 *,** 195 191 * 207 *** *** *** *** 203

Kansas ‡ — — 227 227 226 — — 193 197 206 — — 215 201 205
Kentucky 214 *,** 214 *,** 220 220 222 196 190 * 197 199 199 *** *** *** *** ***
Louisiana 215 *,** 213 *,** 222 218 221 189 178 *,** 183 *,** 180 *,** 192 *** *** *** *** ***

Maine 227 229 * 226 225 225 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
Maryland 220 *,** 222 *,** 228 224 230 192 * 185 *,** 192 190 *,** 199 197 *** 208 207 208

Massachusetts 230 *,** 230 *,** 230 *,** 228 *,** 239 204 * 196 *,** 203 * 202 *,** 212 196 *,** 182 *,** 195 *,** 194 *,** 207
Michigan 222 — 224 223 226 187 — 187 187 195 *** — 202 201 205

Minnesota ‡ 223 *,** 221 *,** 226 224 *,** 229 189 176 * 188 184 202 *** *** *** *** 202
Mississippi 217 218 216 215 218 186 185 191 189 189 *** *** *** *** ***

Missouri 225 221 222 221 226 195 191 188 188 197 *** *** *** *** ***
Montana ‡ — 225 228 227 226 — *** *** *** *** — *** *** *** ***

Nebraska 224 223 — — 226 196 190 — — 209 205 199 — — 203
Nevada — — 214 213 218 — — 188 183 ** 196 — — 191 189 195

New Hampshire 228 224 226 227 — *** *** *** *** — *** *** *** *** —
New Jersey 233 231 — — — 198 191 — — — 195 193 — — —
New Mexico 223 220 224 222 223 202 196 196 196 *** 199 197 198 195 202

New York ‡ 226 *,** 226 *,** 228 *,** 228 *,** 235 199 190 *,** 192 *,** 191 *,** 202 184 *,** 189 *,** 189 *,** 188 *,** 204
North Carolina 220 *,** 224 *,** 226 *,** 223 *,** 232 194 *,** 192 *,** 198 *,** 193 *,** 205 *** *** 202 * *** 213
North Dakota ‡ 226 227 — — 226 *** *** — — *** *** *** — — ***

Ohio 220 *,** — — — 229 197 — — — 202 *** — — — ***
Oklahoma 223 * — 224 *,** 225 *,** 220 201 *,** — 193 195 188 207 * — 210 * 204 197

Oregon — — 218 *,** 217 *,** 223 — — 193 191 204 — — 186 * 178 *,** 200
Pennsylvania 227 224 *,** — — 228 190 178 *,** — — 192 191 *** — — 197
Rhode Island 223 225 227 226 227 192 * 197 191 192 201 183 193 176 177 *,** 195

South Carolina 221 218 *,** 222 221 225 194 182 *,** 194 192 *,** 199 *** *** *** *** ***
Tennessee ‡ 218 219 220 218 220 192 188 191 193 194 *** *** *** *** 192

Texas 223 *,** 226 *,** 232 230 232 199 190 * 193 191 *,** 202 200 *,** 198 *,** 206 200 *,** 208
Utah 222 219 *,** 220 *,** 220 *,** 224 *** *** *** *** *** 200 192 186 *,** 190 *,** 201

Vermont — — — — 227 — — — — *** — — — — ***
Virginia 227 *,** 224 *,** 226 *,** 225 *,** 233 201 192 *,** 202 199 *,** 205 *** 211 * 200 *,** 207 * 224

Washington ‡ — 216 *,** 220 *,** 221 *,** 227 — 198 * 202 204 213 — 185 *,** 195 200 204
West Virginia 216 * 214 *,** 217 216 220 *** 200 192 * 194 207 *** *** *** *** ***

Wisconsin ‡ 227 227 229 228 — 198 196 193 187 — 209 203 209 201 —
Wyoming 225 223 221 220 224 *** *** *** *** *** 206 208 206 205 207

Other Jurisdictions
District of Columbia 246 248 248 247 248 185 174 *,** 177 *,** 174 *,** 188 189 183 180 173 * 193

DDESS 2 — — 229 227 231 — — 209 * 208 *,** 215 — — 211 213 222
DoDDS 3 — 223 *,** 229 227 229 — 205 *,** 211 209 215 — 213 *,** 215 212 222
Guam 207 206 — — *** *** *** — — *** *** *** — — ***

Virgin Islands *** — *** *** *** 173 *,** — 179 175 *,** 183 155 — 166 161 158
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Table 3.16  Average reading scale scores, by race/ethnicity, grade 4 public schools: By state, 1992–2002—Continued

Grade 4 Asian/Pacific Islander American Indian/Alaska Native Other
Accommodations Accommodations Accommodations Accommodations Accommodations Accommodations
 not permitted permitted  not permitted permitted  not permitted permitted

1992 1994 1998 1998 2002 1992 1994 1998 1998 2002 1992 1994 1998 1998 2002
Nation (Public) 1 215 * 217 218 211 223 *** 212 *** *** 207 *** *** *** *** 216

Alabama *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
Arizona *** 186 *** *** 222 179 173 190 174 180 *** *** *** *** ***

Arkansas *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
California ‡ 207 * 207 * 210 211 220 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
Colorado 217 205 222 *** — *** *** *** *** — *** *** *** *** —

Connecticut *** 225 *** *** 243 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
Delaware *** *** *** *** 242 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***

Florida *** *** *** *** 228 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
Georgia *** *** *** *** 227 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** 222
Hawaii 200 197 *,** 195 *,** 196 *,** 204 *** *** *** *** *** 208 200 *,** 204 196 *,** 210
Idaho *** — — — *** *** — — — 187 *** — — — ***

Indiana *** *** — — *** *** *** — — *** *** *** — — ***
Iowa ‡ *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***

Kansas ‡ — — *** *** *** — — *** *** *** — — *** *** ***
Kentucky *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
Louisiana *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***

Maine *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
Maryland 219 * 232 232 231 234 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***

Massachusetts 217 * 208 *,** 212 *,** 211 *,** 233 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
Michigan *** — *** *** *** *** — *** *** *** *** — *** *** ***

Minnesota ‡ 205 209 207 193 221 *** *** *** *** 221 *** *** *** *** ***
Mississippi *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***

Missouri *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
Montana ‡ — *** *** *** *** — 203 205 199 209 — *** *** *** ***
Nebraska *** *** — — *** *** *** — — *** *** *** — — ***

Nevada — — 213 212 220 — — *** *** *** — — *** *** ***
New Hampshire *** *** *** *** — *** *** *** *** — *** *** *** *** —

New Jersey 231 232 — — — *** *** — — — *** *** — — —
New Mexico *** *** *** *** *** 200 *,** 178 175 180 184 *** *** *** *** ***

New York ‡ 219 *,** 225 233 230 240 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
North Carolina *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
North Dakota ‡ *** *** — — *** 205 199 — — 202 *** *** — — ***

Ohio *** — — — *** *** — — — *** *** — — — ***
Oklahoma *** — *** *** *** 215 — 216 * 214 209 *** — *** *** 228

Oregon — — 214 205 * 220 — — *** *** *** — — *** *** ***
Pennsylvania *** *** — — 236 *** *** — — *** *** *** — — ***
Rhode Island 187 * 199 206 206 205 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***

South Carolina *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
Tennessee ‡ *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***

Texas *** *** 213 *** 232 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
Utah *** 212 208 216 214 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***

Vermont — — — — *** — — — — *** — — — — ***
Virginia 230 225 219 218 229 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***

Washington ‡ — 212 212 213 220 — *** 203 203 209 — *** *** *** ***
West Virginia *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***

Wisconsin ‡ *** 204 *** *** — *** *** *** *** — *** *** *** *** —
Wyoming *** *** *** *** *** 203 201 198 197 210 *** *** *** *** ***

Other Jurisdictions
District of Columbia *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***

DDESS 2 — — *** *** *** — — *** *** *** — — 219 218 226
DoDDS 3 — 217 226 225 225 — *** *** *** *** — 223 225 218 222
Guam 179 *,** 178 *,** — — 185 *** *** — — *** *** 194 — — ***

Virgin Islands *** — *** *** *** *** — *** *** *** *** — *** *** ***

— Indicates that the jurisdiction did not participate or did not meet minimum participation guidelines for reporting. ‡ Indicates that the jurisdiction did not meet one or more of the guidelines for school participation in 2002.
* Significantly different from 2002 when only one jurisdiction or the nation is being examined. ** Significantly different from 2002 when using a multiple-comparison procedure based on all jurisdictions that participated both years.
*** Sample size is insufficient to permit a reliable estimate.
1 National results that are presented for assessments prior to 2002 are based on the national sample, not on aggregated state assessment samples.
2 Department of Defense Domestic Dependent Elementary and Secondary Schools.  3 Department of Defense Dependents Schools (Overseas).
NOTE: Comparative performance results may be affected by changes in exclusion rates for students with disabilities and limited English proficient students in the NAEP samples.
In addition to allowing for accommodations, the accommodations-permitted results for national public schools at grade 4 (1998 and 2002) differ slightly from previous years’ results, and from previously reported results for 1998, due
to changes in sample weighting procedures. See appendix A for more details.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 1992, 1994, 1998, and 2002 Reading Assessments.
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Table 3.17  Average reading scale scores, by race/ethnicity, grade 8 public schools: By state, 1998 and 2002

See footnotes at end of table. 

Grade 8

Nation (Public) 1 269 268 271 241 242 244 243 241 245
Alabama 264 265 264 237 237 234 *** *** ***
Arizona 271 269 267 245 248 250 245 244 242

Arkansas 262 * 263 * 267 234 234 238 *** *** ***
California ‡ 268 268 265 243 238 242 238 238 238
Colorado 270 270 — 246 248 — 242 244 —

Connecticut 278 277 277 243 245 240 247 * 247 239
Delaware 263 *,** 263 *,** 275 238 *,** 234 *,** 252 247 248 250

Florida 264 * 264 * 269 232 *,** 236 * 244 247 247 252
Georgia 268 268 268 240 * 241 246 *** *** 242
Hawaii 262 262 263 *** *** 253 *** *** 246
Idaho — — 269 — — *** — — 247

Indiana — — 267 — — 247 — — ***
Kansas ‡ 271 272 273 252 249 244 248 241 253

Kentucky 264 264 267 242 246 248 *** *** ***
Louisiana 263 * 262 * 268 236 236 240 *** *** ***

Maine 273 272 270 *** *** *** *** *** ***
Maryland 272 272 274 241 240 246 262 261 253

Massachusetts 274 274 278 248 246 246 244 242 246
Michigan — — 270 — — 242 — — ***

Minnesota ‡ 270 269 — 236 231 — *** *** —
Mississippi 263 * 264 268 237 238 240 *** *** ***

Missouri 266 *,** 265 *,** 271 243 242 * 250 *** *** ***
Montana ‡ 271 273 273 *** *** *** *** *** ***
Nebraska — — 273 — — 246 — — 251

Nevada 263 * 264 *,** 259 237 241 234 242 242 237
New Mexico 270 270 266 *** *** *** 247 250 247

New York ‡ 276 275 274 248 246 246 248 247 251
North Carolina 271 270 274 249 246 247 *** *** 252
North Dakota ‡ — — 269 — — *** — — ***

Ohio — — 273 — — 246 — — ***
Oklahoma 269 268 268 252 *,** 253 *,** 238 249 254 251

Oregon ‡ 268 269 270 240 239 *** 245 237 249
Pennsylvania — — 271 — — 236 — — 241
Rhode Island 265 268 268 251 246 243 238 239 240

South Carolina 265 265 268 239 240 243 *** *** ***
Tennessee ‡ 265 264 265 237 235 240 *** *** ***

Texas 272 271 276 245 246 247 251 250 250
Utah 266 266 267 *** *** *** 252 * 244 238

Vermont — — 272 — — *** — — ***
Virginia 273 273 275 250 250 252 258 265 261

Washington ‡ 268 267 271 249 242 247 244 240 247
West Virginia 262 262 264 246 248 242 *** *** ***

Wisconsin ‡ 270 269 — 235 234 — 255 256 —
Wyoming 264 265 267 *** *** *** 243 250 249

Other Jurisdictions
American Samoa — — *** — — *** — — ***

District of Columbia *** *** *** 234 233 238 243 246 240
DDESS 2 277 278 279 254 248 260 270 276 273
DoDDS 3 276 275 278 259 256 263 260 263 267
Guam — — *** — — *** — — ***

Virgin Islands *** *** *** 233 * 231 *,** 241 *** *** 236

White Black Hispanic
Accommodations Accommodations Accommodations Accommodations Accommodations Accommodations
 not permitted permitted  not permitted permitted  not permitted permitted

1998 1998 2002 1998 1998 2002 1998 1998 2002
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Table 3.17  Average reading scale scores, by race/ethnicity, grade 8 public schools: By state, 1998 and 2002—Continued

Grade 8 Asian/Pacific Islander American Indian/Alaska Native Other
Accommodations Accommodations Accommodations Accommodations Accommodations Accommodations
 not permitted permitted  not permitted permitted  not permitted permitted

1998 1998 2002 1998 1998 2002 1998 1998 2002

Nation (Public) 1 265 261 265 *** *** 252 *** *** 260
Alabama *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
Arizona *** *** *** 243 238 244 *** *** ***

Arkansas *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
California ‡ 257 259 257 *** *** *** *** *** ***
Colorado 265 261 — *** *** — *** *** —

Connecticut 285 *,** 285 *,** 265 *** *** *** *** *** ***
Delaware *** *** 282 *** *** *** *** *** ***

Florida 281 275 *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
Georgia *** *** 265 *** *** *** *** *** ***
Hawaii 246 246 249 *** *** *** 249 245 254
Idaho — — *** — — *** — — ***

Indiana — — *** — — *** — — ***
Kansas ‡ *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***

Kentucky *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
Louisiana *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***

Maine *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
Maryland 282 278 284 *** *** *** *** *** ***

Massachusetts 261 269 270 *** *** *** *** *** ***
Michigan — — *** — — *** — — ***

Minnesota ‡ 245 236 — *** *** — *** *** —
Mississippi *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***

Missouri *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
Montana ‡ *** *** *** 255 251 253 *** *** ***
Nebraska — — *** — — *** — — ***

Nevada 259 260 258 *** *** *** *** *** ***
New Mexico *** *** *** 246 243 239 *** *** ***

New York ‡ 273 276 261 *** *** *** *** *** ***
North Carolina *** *** *** 257 257 *** *** *** ***
North Dakota ‡ — — *** — — 250 — — ***

Ohio — — *** — — *** — — ***
Oklahoma *** *** *** 260 260 258 *** *** ***

Oregon ‡ 269 265 275 *** *** *** *** *** ***
Pennsylvania — — 253 — — *** — — ***
Rhode Island 267 260 251 *** *** *** *** *** ***

South Carolina *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
Tennessee ‡ *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***

Texas 272 275 271 *** *** *** *** *** ***
Utah *** *** 254 *** *** *** *** *** ***

Vermont — — *** — — *** — — ***
Virginia 273 274 279 *** *** *** *** *** ***

Washington ‡ 263 267 272 250 254 *** *** *** ***
West Virginia *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***

Wisconsin ‡ *** *** — *** *** — *** *** —
Wyoming *** *** *** 249 241 247 *** *** ***

Other Jurisdictions
American Samoa — — 198 — — *** — — ***

District of Columbia *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
DDESS 2 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** 274
DoDDS 3 265 266 273 *** *** *** 268 269 273
Guam — — 240 — — *** — — ***

Virgin Islands *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***

— Indicates that the jurisdiction did not participate or did not meet minimum participation guidelines for reporting. ‡ Indicates that the jurisdiction did not meet one or more of the guidelines for school participation in 2002.
* Significantly different from 2002 when only one jurisdiction or the nation is being examined.
** Significantly different from 2002 when using a multiple-comparison procedure based on all jurisdictions that participated both years.
*** Sample size is insufficient to permit a reliable estimate.
1National results that are presented for assessments prior to 2002 are based on the national sample, not on aggregated state assessment samples.
2 Department of Defense Domestic Dependent Elementary and Secondary Schools.  3Department of Defense Dependents Schools (Overseas).
NOTE: Comparative performance results may be affected by changes in exclusion rates for students with disabilities and limited English proficient students in the NAEP samples.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 1998 and 2002 Reading Assessments.
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Table 3.18  Percentage of students at or above Proficient in reading, by race/ethnicity, grade 4 public schools: By state, 1992–2002

Grade 4

See footnotes at end of table. 

Nation (Public) 1 33 * 35 * 36 36 * 39 8 * 8 * 9 10 12 10 * 11 12 12 14
Alabama 27 31 32 32 31 5 7 8 7 7 *** *** *** *** ***
Arizona 28 32 31 30 32 14 11 11 11 17 10 13 7 8 10

Arkansas 28 29 28 28 33 6 6 6 6 8 *** *** *** *** 16
California ‡ 28 25 * 29 28 35 9 7 6 6 11 5 4 * 8 8 10
Colorado 29 33 40 38 — 11 12 15 11 — 12 11 14 14 —

Connecticut 41 *,** 47 54 51 52 8 *,** 9 13 13 17 6 *,** 10 12 11 15
Delaware 30 *,** 29 *,** 31 *,** 30 *,** 45 8 *,** 10 *,** 12 * 10 *,** 18 *** *** 12 6 *,** 18

Florida 28 *,** 31 * 31 * 29 *,** 38 7 7 9 8 11 14 13 * 18 19 20
Georgia 34 35 36 35 39 10 9 9 * 9 * 13 *** *** *** *** 15
Hawaii 23 29 27 25 32 17 11 20 20 21 10 12 14 15 20
Idaho 29 *,** — — — 35 *** — — — *** 7 — — — 10

Indiana 33 36 — — 37 10 8 — — 14 *** *** — — 24
Iowa ‡ 37 36 37 35 37 17 7 12 8 20 *** *** *** *** 14

Kansas ‡ — — 37 37 38 — — 13 15 17 — — 27 22 15
Kentucky 24 *,** 27 31 31 32 8 11 11 11 13 *** *** *** *** ***
Louisiana 23 *,** 24 * 30 28 31 6 3 *,** 5 * 5 * 8 *** *** *** *** ***

Maine 36 41 * 37 36 35 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
Maryland 32 *,** 36 40 37 42 9 8 10 9 12 11 *** 24 22 20

Massachusetts 40 *,** 41 *,** 42 *,** 40 *,** 54 10 12 10 12 19 9 6 * 10 11 15
Michigan 30 — 33 33 36 7 — 7 8 11 *** — 17 16 16

Minnesota ‡ 33 *,** 34 * 39 38 40 5 11 11 12 15 *** *** *** *** 14
Mississippi 25 29 26 25 26 5 7 8 7 6 *** *** *** *** ***

Missouri 34 34 33 32 37 8 11 8 8 10 *** *** *** *** ***
Montana ‡ — 37 40 39 39 — *** *** *** *** — *** *** *** ***
Nebraska 33 36 — — 38 8 10 — — 19 19 15 — — 18

Nevada — — 26 25 28 — — 7 6 10 — — 11 9 11
New Hampshire 38 36 38 37 — *** *** *** *** — *** *** *** *** —

New Jersey 44 42 — — — 9 11 — — — 9 12 — — —
New Mexico 34 31 36 35 35 12 13 9 10 *** 12 15 14 12 15

New York ‡ 35 *,** 38 *,** 39 * 39 *,** 49 10 9 8 8 14 8 *,** 11 7 *,** 7 *,** 16
North Carolina 32 *,** 38 36 * 35 *,** 44 9 11 11 10 13 *** *** 14 *** 19
North Dakota ‡ 36 39 — — 36 *** *** — — *** *** *** — — ***

Ohio 30 *,** — — — 40 10 — — — 13 *** — — — ***
Oklahoma 32 — 35 35 31 9 — 9 11 8 14 — 15 14 13

Oregon — — 31 30 34 — — 9 9 13 — — 8 6 14
Pennsylvania 36 36 * — — 41 8 7 — — 10 8 *** — — 14
Rhode Island 32 *,** 36 38 37 39 8 12 10 10 12 4 12 5 5 10

South Carolina 32 30 * 32 32 36 7 *,** 5 *,** 9 8 12 *** *** *** *** ***
Tennessee ‡ 28 32 31 30 31 7 9 9 8 9 *** *** *** *** 8

Texas 35 * 38 43 43 44 8 * 9 10 9 14 11 * 12 * 15 14 18
Utah 31 31 30 30 35 *** *** *** *** *** 13 14 7 7 14

Vermont — — — — 40 — — — — *** — — — — ***
Virginia 38 *,** 35 *,** 37 * 38 * 46 11 8 *,** 13 12 15 *** 25 14 * 16 * 34

Washington ‡ — 30 *,** 32 * 33 38 — 11 13 12 23 — 6 *,** 12 15 17
West Virginia 26 27 30 28 29 *** 14 5 7 17 *** *** *** *** ***

Wisconsin ‡ 37 38 39 38 — 9 9 8 6 — 16 16 19 13 —
Wyoming 35 33 32 31 34 *** *** *** *** *** 15 19 17 16 15

Other Jurisdictions
District of Columbia 61 63 64 62 66 7 5 * 6 6 7 10 14 10 10 8

DDESS 2 — — 41 40 42 — — 20 20 21 — — 24 26 28
DoDDS 3 — 34 41 40 39 — 14 20 19 21 — 23 24 21 32
Guam 19 22 — — *** *** *** — — *** *** *** — — ***

Virgin Islands *** — *** *** *** 3 *,** — 8 7 6 2 — 5 5 1

White Black Hispanic
Accommodations Accommodations Accommodations Accommodations Accommodations Accommodations
 not permitted permitted  not permitted permitted  not permitted permitted

1992 1994 1998 1998 2002 1992 1994 1998 1998 2002 1992 1994 1998 1998 2002
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Table 3.18  Percentage of students at or above Proficient in reading, by race/ethnicity, grade 4 public schools: By state, 1992–2002
—Continued

Grade 4 Asian/Pacific Islander American Indian/Alaska Native Other
Accommodations Accommodations Accommodations Accommodations Accommodations Accommodations
 not permitted permitted  not permitted permitted  not permitted permitted

1992 1994 1998 1998 2002 1992 1994 1998 1998 2002 1992 1994 1998 1998 2002
Nation (Public) 1 23 * 34 31 27 36 *** 31 *** *** 22 *** *** *** *** 26

Alabama *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
Arizona *** 16 *** *** 30 3 5 11 7 7 *** *** *** *** ***

Arkansas *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
California ‡ 22 26 27 31 34 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
Colorado 29 26 35 *** — *** *** *** *** — *** *** *** *** —

Connecticut *** 40 *** *** 58 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
Delaware *** *** *** *** 58 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***

Florida *** *** *** *** 41 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
Georgia *** *** *** *** 42 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** 32
Hawaii 15 17 14 15 18 *** *** *** *** *** 21 19 16 16 22
Idaho *** — — — *** *** — — — 13 *** — — — ***

Indiana *** *** — — *** *** *** — — *** *** *** — — ***
Iowa ‡ *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***

Kansas ‡ — — *** *** *** — — *** *** *** — — *** *** ***
Kentucky *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
Louisiana *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***

Maine *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
Maryland 33 49 42 44 45 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***

Massachusetts 28 22 * 23 * 19 *,** 46 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
Michigan *** — *** *** *** *** — *** *** *** *** — *** *** ***

Minnesota ‡ 14 25 30 20 33 *** *** *** *** 29 *** *** *** *** ***
Mississippi *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***

Missouri *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
Montana ‡ — *** *** *** *** — 19 18 15 17 — *** *** *** ***
Nebraska *** *** — — *** *** *** — — *** *** *** — — ***

Nevada — — 24 21 24 — — *** *** *** — — *** *** ***
New Hampshire *** *** *** *** — *** *** *** *** — *** *** *** *** —

New Jersey 42 46 — — — *** *** — — — *** *** — — —
New Mexico *** *** *** *** *** 8 6 5 6 6 *** *** *** *** ***

New York ‡ 29 *,** 42 48 47 57 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
North Carolina *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
North Dakota  ‡ *** *** — — *** 14 17 — — 11 *** *** — — ***

Ohio *** — — — *** *** — — — *** *** — — — ***
Oklahoma *** — *** *** *** 25 — 24 24 23 *** — *** *** 42

Oregon — — 24 23 33 — — *** *** *** — — *** *** ***
Pennsylvania *** *** — — 49 *** *** — — *** *** *** — — ***
Rhode Island 10 17 20 22 22 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***

South Carolina *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
Tennessee ‡ *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***

Texas *** *** 28 *** 42 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
Utah *** 25 21 28 24 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***

Vermont — — — — *** — — — — *** — — — — ***
Virginia 44 41 29 25 40 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***

Washington ‡ — 27 22 24 32 — *** 19 17 17 — *** *** *** ***
West Virginia *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***

Wisconsin ‡ *** 23 *** *** — *** *** *** *** — *** *** *** *** —
Wyoming *** *** *** *** *** 10 14 12 10 23 *** *** *** *** ***

Other Jurisdictions
District of Columbia *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***

DDESS 2 — — *** *** *** — — *** *** *** — — 30 30 38
DoDDS 3 — 26 36 37 33 — *** *** *** *** — 35 32 29 31
Guam 6 6 — — 8 *** *** — — *** *** 19 — — ***

Virgin Islands *** — *** *** *** *** — *** *** *** *** — *** *** ***

— Indicates that the jurisdiction did not participate or did not meet minimum participation guidelines for reporting.
‡ Indicates that the jurisdiction did not meet one or more of the guidelines for school participation in 2002.
* Significantly different from 2002 when only one jurisdiction or the nation is being examined. ** Significantly different from 2002 when using a multiple-comparison procedure based on all jurisdictions that participated both years.
*** Sample size is insufficient to permit a reliable estimate.
1 National results that are presented for assessments prior to 2002 are based on the national sample, not on aggregated state assessment samples.
2 Department of Defense Domestic Dependent Elementary and Secondary Schools.  3 Department of Defense Dependents Schools (Overseas).
NOTE: Comparative performance results may be affected by changes in exclusion rates for students with disabilities and limited English proficient students in the NAEP samples.
In addition to allowing for accommodations, the accommodations-permitted results for national public schools at grade 4 (1998 and 2002) differ slightly from previous years’ results, and from previously reported results for 1998, due
to changes in sample weighting procedures. See appendix A for more details.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 1992, 1994, 1998, and 2002 Reading Assessments.
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Table 3.19  Percentage of students at or above Proficient in reading, by race/ethnicity, grade 8 public schools: By state, 1998 and 2002

See footnotes at end of table. 

Grade 8 White Black Hispanic
Accommodations Accommodations Accommodations Accommodations Accommodations Accommodations
 not permitted permitted  not permitted permitted  not permitted permitted

1998 1998 2002 1998 1998 2002 1998 1998 2002
Nation (Public) 1 38 37 39 11 11 13 14 13 14

Alabama 28 29 30 7 8 7 *** *** ***
Arizona 37 35 32 10 12 12 12 12 11

Arkansas 28 * 29 34 6 5 6 *** *** ***
California ‡ 35 35 33 12 9 13 8 8 10
Colorado 37 36 — 9 10 — 10 11 —

Connecticut 49 47 48 10 11 9 13 13 10
Delaware 31 *,** 30 *,** 42 10 9 * 14 18 17 14

Florida 31 30 36 7 * 7 * 14 15 17 20
Georgia 34 35 35 9 10 14 *** *** 14
Hawaii 31 30 30 *** *** 18 *** *** 16
Idaho — — 35 — — *** — — 17

Indiana — — 34 — — 12 — — ***
Kansas ‡ 39 40 42 17 20 12 15 11 23

Kentucky 31 32 33 9 11 14 *** *** ***
Louisiana 26 25 * 32 6 6 9 *** *** ***

Maine 42 42 38 *** *** *** *** *** ***
Maryland 41 41 44 11 10 13 27 23 24

Massachusetts 41 43 47 13 12 12 12 12 16
Michigan — — 37 — — 13 — — ***

Minnesota ‡ 39 39 — 8 7 — *** *** —
Mississippi 29 28 31 8 8 7 *** *** ***

Missouri 32 31 * 37 8 9 13 *** *** ***
Montana ‡ 40 42 40 *** *** *** *** *** ***

Nebraska — — 40 — — 11 — — 14
Nevada 30 29 25 10 10 7 10 9 8

New Mexico 37 36 32 *** *** *** 14 15 12
New York ‡ 45 44 43 12 10 12 12 10 15

North Carolina 40 39 42 13 12 11 *** *** 18
North Dakota ‡ — — 35 — — *** — — ***

Ohio — — 40 — — 13 — — ***
Oklahoma 33 34 33 12 14 8 10 16 14

Oregon ‡ 36 37 39 10 10 *** 13 15 14
Pennsylvania — — 40 — — 8 — — 14
Rhode Island 33 35 36 15 12 12 10 10 12

South Carolina 30 30 35 8 9 9 *** *** ***
Tennessee ‡ 31 32 33 6 7 11 *** *** ***

Texas 38 38 47 12 12 15 14 14 17
Utah 32 32 35 *** *** *** 23 20 9

Vermont — — 40 — — *** — — ***
Virginia 41 42 46 13 13 15 24 28 23

Washington ‡ 35 35 40 14 13 18 12 11 20
West Virginia 28 28 30 11 11 10 *** *** ***

Wisconsin ‡ 37 37 — 8 10 — 18 19 —
Wyoming 31 32 33 *** *** *** 15 19 13

Other Jurisdictions
American Samoa — — *** — — *** — — ***

District of Columbia *** *** *** 9 9 8 15 22 11
DDESS 2 45 48 48 21 20 19 37 43 37
DoDDS 3 45 45 48 24 22 24 26 27 29
Guam — — *** — — *** — — ***

Virgin Islands *** *** *** 9 8 7 *** *** 4
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Table 3.19  Percentage of students at or above Proficient in reading, by race/ethnicity, grade 8 public schools: By state, 1998 and 2002
—Continued

Asian/Pacific Islander American Indian/Alaska Native Other
Accommodations Accommodations Accommodations Accommodations Accommodations Accommodations
 not permitted permitted  not permitted permitted  not permitted permitted

1998 1998 2002 1998 1998 2002 1998 1998 2002

Grade 8

Nation (Public) 1 32 30 34 *** *** 18 *** *** 24
Alabama *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
Arizona *** *** *** 10 7 12 *** *** ***

Arkansas *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
California ‡ 24 25 25 *** *** *** *** *** ***
Colorado 30 25 — *** *** — *** *** —

Connecticut 59 * 58 34 *** *** *** *** *** ***
Delaware *** *** 54 *** *** *** *** *** ***

Florida 54 47 *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
Georgia *** *** 27 *** *** *** *** *** ***
Hawaii 16 16 17 *** *** *** 17 17 24
Idaho — — *** — — *** — — ***

Indiana — — *** — — *** — — ***
Kansas ‡ *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***

Kentucky *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
Louisiana *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***

Maine *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
Maryland 53 55 56 *** *** *** *** *** ***

Massachusetts 35 40 37 *** *** *** *** *** ***
Michigan — — *** — — *** — — ***

Minnesota ‡ 21 16 — *** *** — *** *** —
Mississippi *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***

Missouri *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
Montana ‡ *** *** *** 20 20 17 *** *** ***

Nebraska — — *** — — *** — — ***
Nevada 21 24 24 *** *** *** *** *** ***

New Mexico *** *** *** 10 11 9 *** *** ***
New York ‡ 43 49 36 *** *** *** *** *** ***

North Carolina *** *** *** 21 21 *** *** *** ***
North Dakota ‡ — — *** — — 19 — — ***

Ohio — — *** — — *** — — ***
Oklahoma *** *** *** 22 23 23 *** *** ***

Oregon ‡ 33 35 41 *** *** *** *** *** ***
Pennsylvania — — 27 — — *** — — ***
Rhode Island 34 30 19 *** *** *** *** *** ***

South Carolina *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
Tennessee ‡ *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***

Texas 45 43 39 *** *** *** *** *** ***
Utah *** *** 22 *** *** *** *** *** ***

Vermont — — *** — — *** — — ***
Virginia 43 38 50 *** *** *** *** *** ***

Washington ‡ 32 34 39 15 17 *** *** *** ***
West Virginia *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***

Wisconsin ‡ *** *** — *** *** — *** *** —
Wyoming *** *** *** 13 12 15 *** *** ***

Other Jurisdictions
American Samoa — — 1 — — *** — — ***

District of Columbia *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
DDESS 2 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** 44
DoDDS 3 29 34 37 *** *** *** 35 36 39
Guam — — 10 — — *** — — ***

Virgin Islands *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***

— Indicates that the jurisdiction did not participate or did not meet minimum participation guidelines for reporting. ‡ Indicates that the jurisdiction did not meet one or more of the guidelines for school participation in 2002.
* Significantly different from 2002 when only one jurisdiction or the nation is being examined.
** Significantly different from 2002 when using a multiple-comparison procedure based on all jurisdictions that participated both years.  *** Sample size is insufficient to permit a reliable estimate.
1National results that are presented for assessments prior to 2002 are based on the national sample, not on aggregated state assessment samples.
2Department of Defense Domestic Dependent Elementary and Secondary Schools.  3Department of Defense Dependents Schools (Overseas).
NOTE: Comparative performance results may be affected by changes in exclusion rates for students with disabilities and limited English proficient students in the NAEP samples.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 1998 and 2002 Reading Assessments.
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Student Eligibility for
Free/Reduced-Price School Lunch
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Table 3.20  Average reading scale scores, by student eligibility for free/reduced-price school lunch, grade 4 public schools: By state,
1998 and 2002

Grade 4

Nation (Public) 1 198 * 195 * 202 226 * 226 * 229 225 219 217
Alabama 196 196 195 226 226 221 204 *,** 211 221
Arizona 188 189 191 222 221 219 212 208 213

Arkansas 196 *,** 196 * 202 221 * 221 * 227 213 208 210
California ‡ 182 182 190 218 218 225 212 219 208
Colorado 204 202 — 229 227 — 216 218 —

Connecticut 205 203 209 240 238 237 239 240 238
Delaware 199 *,** 189 *,** 211 221 *,** 219 *,** 232 *** *** 242

Florida 192 *,** 190 *,** 204 222 * 220 *,** 227 215 217 ***
Georgia 193 *,** 192 *,** 202 227 224 227 218 217 213
Hawaii 185 *,** 185 *,** 196 212 *,** 212 *,** 218 *** *** ***
Idaho — — 210 — — 229 — — 222

Indiana — — 207 — — 230 — — 233
Iowa ‡ 210 205 213 229 226 228 216 216 ***

Kansas ‡ 207 206 211 229 229 230 236 231 ***
Kentucky 204 206 209 229 227 229 *** *** 211
Louisiana 193 189 *,** 197 224 221 * 227 209 206 199

Maine 216 215 213 230 230 231 226 221 225
Maryland 195 192 *,** 202 225 222 * 227 210 195 * 224

Massachusetts 205 *,** 203 *,** 215 233 *,** 230 *,** 241 226 224 238
Michigan 200 200 204 226 225 228 214 214 218

Minnesota ‡ 202 *,** 198 *,** 218 230 228 230 225 218 222
Mississippi 195 194 195 220 219 221 *** *** 205

Missouri 202 202 205 225 *,** 224 *,** 231 222 219 227
Montana ‡ 215 212 213 234 233 231 223 222 ***
Nebraska — — 209 — — 230 — — ***

Nevada 189 *,** 189 *,** 198 217 214 217 217 221 206
New Hampshire 208 211 — 231 230 — 220 222 —

New Mexico 194 193 *,** 201 224 223 224 214 211 199
New York ‡ 197 *,** 196 *,** 207 232 231 * 236 226 223 230

North Carolina 202 *,** 198 *,** 208 227 *,** 224 *,** 234 223 216 222
North Dakota ‡ — — 214 — — 229 — — ***

Ohio — — 207 — — 231 — — 225
Oklahoma 209 *,** 208 203 230 * 231 *,** 227 215 215 196

Oregon 196 *,** 192 *,** 207 225 223 *,** 229 223 216 218
Pennsylvania — — 200 — — 232 — — 221
Rhode Island 196 195 202 231 230 231 *** *** 217

South Carolina 196 * 194 *,** 201 223 * 223 *,** 228 *** *** 225
Tennessee ‡ 198 198 202 225 224 224 203 195 214

Texas 203 199 *,** 210 231 230 228 199 202 215
Utah 203 *,** 205 * 211 222 *,** 222 *,** 228 220 220 214

Vermont — — 213 — — 233 — — 230
Virginia 200 *,** 198 *,** 209 228 * 226 *,** 233 217 *,** 226 * 241

Washington ‡ 200 *,** 203 *,** 211 225 *,** 226 *,** 232 230 223 217
West Virginia 205 * 205 * 210 228 227 228 *** *** 218

Wisconsin ‡ 206 203 — 231 230 — 220 213 —
Wyoming 208 207 212 225 224 227 224 221 235

Other Jurisdictions
District of Columbia 174 *,** 172 *,** 185 216 215 210 200 188 ***

DDESS 2 214 *,** 212 *,** 220 226 225 230 224 215 223
DoDDS 3 221 217 221 228 224 227 222 221 224
Guam — — 180 — — 193 — — ***

Virgin Islands 179 175 180 *** *** *** 164 153 ***

Eligible Not eligible Information not available
Accommodations Accommodations Accommodations Accommodations Accommodations Accommodations
 not permitted permitted  not permitted permitted  not permitted permitted

1998 1998 2002 1998 1998 2002 1998 1998 2002

— Indicates that the jurisdiction did not participate or did not meet minimum participation guidelines for reporting.
‡ Indicates that the jurisdiction did not meet one or more of the guidelines for school participation in 2002.
* Significantly different from 2002 when only one jurisdiction or the nation is being examined. ** Significantly different from 2002 when using a multiple-comparison procedure based on all jurisdictions that participated both years.
*** Sample size is insufficient to permit a reliable estimate.
1 National results that are presented for assessments prior to 2002 are based on the national sample, not on aggregated state assessment samples.
2 Department of Defense Domestic Dependent Elementary and Secondary Schools. 3 Department of Defense Dependents Schools (Overseas).
NOTE: Comparative performance results may be affected by changes in exclusion rates for students with disabilities and limited English proficient students in the NAEP samples.
In addition to allowing for accommodations, the accommodations-permitted results for national public schools at grade 4 (1998 and 2002) differ slightly from previously reported results for 1998, due to changes in sample weighting
procedures. See appendix A for more details.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 1998 and 2002 Reading Assessments.
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Table 3.21  Average reading scale scores, by student eligibility for free/reduced-price school lunch, grade 8 public schools: By state, 1998
and 2002

Grade 8 Eligible Not eligible Information not available
Accommodations Accommodations Accommodations Accommodations Accommodations Accommodations
 not permitted permitted  not permitted permitted  not permitted permitted

1998 1998 2002 1998 1998 2002 1998 1998 2002
Nation (Public) 1 246 * 245 * 249 269 * 268 * 271 265 264 264

Alabama 241 241 240 265 265 264 *** *** 255
Arizona 245 246 242 270 269 266 264 259 259

Arkansas 242 *,** 243 *,** 250 264 * 264 * 268 263 262 ***
California 2 ‡ 237 235 240 267 267 262 253 255 252
Colorado 245 249 — 271 270 — 257 252 —

Connecticut 249 249 247 277 276 275 275 273 274
Delaware 239 *,** 238 *,** 253 263 *,** 262 *,** 275 258 247 ***

Florida 240 * 241 *,** 249 262 * 265 269 258 259 274
Georgia 241 240 245 267 268 267 262 263 263
Hawaii 239 238 241 255 254 * 259 260 261 ***
Idaho — — 259 — — 270 — — 269

Indiana — — 253 — — 269 — — 271
Kansas ‡ 256 254 251 274 275 276 *** *** ***

Kentucky 251 251 253 270 270 273 262 259 276
Louisiana 242 243 246 263 262 268 244 245 260

Maine 261 259 260 277 276 273 274 277 271
Maryland 242 239 *,** 248 269 270 269 *** *** ***

Massachusetts 248 247 253 276 276 278 269 265 259
Michigan — — 257 — — 270 — — 254

Minnesota ‡ 250 248 — 272 271 — 271 263 —
Mississippi 240 * 241 * 246 263 * 264 268 249 254 260

Missouri 249 *,** 248 *,** 257 269 * 269 * 273 249 249 267
Montana ‡ 260 259 261 275 276 274 263 270 ***
Nebraska — — 260 — — 275 — — ***

Nevada 241 245 240 263 *,** 263 *,** 256 259 255 253
New Mexico 249 250 * 245 266 265 265 258 259 259

New York ‡ 252 250 250 276 275 275 271 270 252
North Carolina 249 247 253 271 271 273 261 258 266
North Dakota ‡ — — 261 — — 270 — — ***

Ohio — — 257 — — 273 — — 263
Oklahoma 258 257 253 271 270 270 262 262 269

Oregon ‡ 251 252 257 271 271 272 270 267 271
Pennsylvania — — 246 — — 274 — — ***
Rhode Island 245 246 249 269 272 270 *** *** 251

South Carolina 240 240 * 245 265 266 268 256 259 261
Tennessee ‡ 242 240 246 267 267 268 254 254 268

Texas 248 246 248 271 270 275 *** 262 262
Utah 254 248 249 269 268 269 261 267 261

Vermont — — 257 — — 276 — — ***
Virginia 247 *,** 248 *,** 256 272 272 274 271 * 268 *,** 283

Washington ‡ 247 245 * 254 270 269 * 274 270 271 268
West Virginia 254 254 255 268 268 269 249 255 ***

Wisconsin ‡ 249 250 — 271 270 — 267 268 —
Wyoming 252 252 258 265 267 268 *** *** 270

Other Jurisdictions
American Samoa — — 198 — — *** — — ***

District of Columbia 228 * 229 235 257 253 251 234 234 ***
DDESS 3 261 259 267 273 274 273 *** *** 275

DoDDS 4 257 * 257 *,** 272 267 * 267 *,** 276 271 270 272
Guam — — 224 — — 248 — — ***

Virgin Islands 233 231 *,** 241 *** *** *** 234 233 ***

— Indicates that the jurisdiction did not participate or did not meet minimum participation guidelines for reporting.
‡ Indicates that the jurisdiction did not meet one or more of the guidelines for school participation in 2002.
* Significantly different from 2002 when only one jurisdiction or the nation is being examined.
** Significantly different from 2002 when using a multiple-comparison procedure based on all jurisdictions that participated both years.
*** Sample size is insufficient to permit a reliable estimate.
1 National results that are presented for assessments prior to 2002 are based on the national sample, not on aggregated state assessment samples.
2 Results by students’ eligibility for free/reduced-price lunch in California do not include Los Angeles. 3 Department of Defense Domestic Dependent Elementary and Secondary Schools.4 Department of Defense Dependents Schools
(Overseas).
NOTE: Comparative performance results may be affected by changes in exclusion rates for students with disabilities and limited English proficient students in the NAEP samples.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 1998 and 2002 Reading Assessments.
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Table 3.22  Percentage of students at or above Proficient in reading, by eligibility for free/reduced-price school lunch, grade 4 public
schools: By state, 1998 and 2002

Grade 4 Eligible Not eligible Information not available
Accommodations Accommodations Accommodations Accommodations Accommodations Accommodations
 not permitted permitted  not permitted permitted  not permitted permitted

1998 1998 2002 1998 1998 2002 1998 1998 2002
Nation (Public) 1 13 12 * 16 39 39 41 38 33 30

Alabama 10 11 13 38 36 35 20 22 32
Arizona 9 10 11 33 32 32 25 22 29

Arkansas 13 13 17 32 32 38 26 23 18
California ‡ 7 7 9 30 30 37 31 33 21
Colorado 17 16 — 40 39 — 31 28 —

Connecticut 15 14 21 55 52 51 55 54 53
Delaware 13 * 11 *,** 19 31 *,** 30 *,** 44 *** *** 61

Florida 12 *,** 12 *,** 18 33 * 31 * 39 29 30 ***
Georgia 10 * 11 16 39 38 39 33 29 24
Hawaii 9 9 12 24 * 24 * 29 *** *** ***
Idaho — — 21 — — 42 — — 38

Indiana — — 17 — — 41 — — 47
Iowa ‡ 22 19 22 40 39 41 30 32 ***

Kansas ‡ 21 22 21 40 39 43 49 44 ***
Kentucky 15 17 19 41 39 40 *** *** 23
Louisiana 10 9 12 33 31 37 27 27 13

Maine 25 24 22 42 42 42 37 31 36
Maryland 12 12 15 37 35 39 24 21 36

Massachusetts 15 15 * 23 45 *,** 43 *,** 56 37 35 * 54
Michigan 14 15 16 36 35 39 23 25 30

Minnesota ‡ 18 *,** 15 *,** 30 43 43 41 37 29 34
Mississippi 10 9 10 31 30 29 *** *** 16

Missouri 16 16 17 36 36 * 43 38 34 38
Montana ‡ 24 23 23 46 46 45 34 35 ***
Nebraska — — 22 — — 43 — — ***

Nevada 9 9 13 27 26 27 27 27 18
New Hampshire 20 19 — 44 42 — 30 28 —

New Mexico 13 12 15 36 35 35 27 24 17
New York ‡ 12 * 13 * 19 44 43 * 50 34 32 40

North Carolina 14 14 17 37 *,** 37 *,** 47 35 31 30
North Dakota ‡ — — 23 — — 39 — — ***

Ohio — — 18 — — 42 — — 35
Oklahoma 19 19 17 42 42 38 26 25 17

Oregon 13 13 18 37 34 * 42 32 30 27
Pennsylvania — — 16 — — 45 — — 31
Rhode Island 13 13 14 43 41 44 *** *** 29

South Carolina 10 10 14 33 33 * 39 *** *** 36
Tennessee ‡ 13 13 15 36 36 34 9 8 27

Texas 14 13 * 20 43 43 39 16 16 26
Utah 17 18 22 32 32 39 33 33 25

Vermont — — 21 — — 46 — — 43
Virginia 13 * 13 * 18 38 * 37 * 46 27 *,** 37 * 59

Washington ‡ 13 *,** 15 22 37 * 38 43 45 * 35 28
West Virginia 17 17 19 40 39 37 *** *** 29

Wisconsin ‡ 16 15 — 41 41 — 29 26 —
Wyoming 20 19 21 35 35 38 33 31 48

Other Jurisdictions
District of Columbia 5 5 5 33 35 * 23 22 17 ***

DDESS 2 25 25 26 38 39 41 35 30 33
DoDDS 3 33 29 31 38 37 36 32 32 33
Guam — — 5 — — 11 — — ***

Virgin Islands 8 8 6 *** *** *** 4 3 ***

— Indicates that the jurisdiction did not participate or did not meet minimum participation guidelines for reporting.
‡ Indicates that the jurisdiction did not meet one or more of the guidelines for school participation in 2002.
* Significantly different from 2002 when only one jurisdiction or the nation is being examined. ** Significantly different from 2002 when using a multiple-comparison procedure based on all jurisdictions that participated both years.
*** Sample size is insufficient to permit a reliable estimate.
1 National results that are presented for assessments prior to 2002 are based on the national sample, not on aggregated state assessment samples.
2 Department of Defense Domestic Dependent Elementary and Secondary Schools. 3 Department of Defense Dependents Schools (Overseas).
NOTE: Comparative performance results may be affected by changes in exclusion rates for students with disabilities and limited English proficient students in the NAEP samples.
In addition to allowing for accommodations, the accommodations-permitted results for national public schools at grade 4 (1998 and 2002) differ slightly from previously reported results for 1998, due to changes in sample weighting
procedures. See appendix A for more details.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 1998 and 2002 Reading Assessments.
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Table 3.23  Percentage of students at or above Proficient in reading, by eligibility for free/reduced-price school lunch, grade 8 public
schools: By state, 1998 and 2002

Grade 8

Nation (Public) 1 15 14 17 38 37 40 35 34 32
Alabama 10 10 11 29 30 31 *** *** 25

Arizona 13 12 12 37 36 31 29 26 25
Arkansas 12 * 12 * 18 29 * 30 35 29 29 ***
California 2 ‡ 7 7 11 34 34 30 21 22 20
Colorado 12 15 — 37 36 — 24 21 —

Connecticut 16 15 17 48 46 45 44 42 46
Delaware 12 11 * 16 31 *,** 30 *,** 41 25 20 ***

Florida 12 * 11 * 17 31 31 37 24 25 41
Georgia 10 10 14 33 35 34 31 28 27
Hawaii 11 12 11 22 22 26 28 29 ***
Idaho — — 26 — — 37 — — 39

Indiana — — 19 — — 36 — — 37
Kansas ‡ 22 21 19 42 43 45 *** *** ***

Kentucky 18 20 17 38 38 41 24 25 44
Louisiana 10 10 13 27 26 33 12 14 28

Maine 26 26 27 47 46 42 45 47 40
Maryland 11 11 16 39 39 39 *** *** ***

Massachusetts 14 14 18 43 45 49 37 31 24
Michigan — — 24 — — 37 — — 22

Minnesota ‡ 21 20 — 41 41 — 38 31 —
Mississippi 10 10 12 29 29 32 18 19 24

Missouri 14 13 19 35 35 39 16 13 33
Montana ‡ 25 27 25 44 45 42 31 38 ***
Nebraska — — 24 — — 43 — — ***

Nevada 12 12 11 28 * 28 * 22 26 21 24
New Mexico 13 16 11 33 30 31 26 26 25

New York ‡ 16 14 15 45 45 45 40 39 16
North Carolina 15 14 19 39 39 40 28 26 34
North Dakota ‡ — — 27 — — 37 — — ***

Ohio — — 24 — — 40 — — 30
Oklahoma 20 20 18 35 36 36 23 26 37

Oregon ‡ 18 20 24 39 40 42 39 36 38
Pennsylvania — — 15 — — 43 — — ***
Rhode Island 13 13 17 37 39 38 *** *** 20

South Carolina 9 9 12 31 31 34 16 21 30
Tennessee ‡ 10 11 15 33 35 35 20 20 35

Texas 13 12 16 37 36 44 *** 28 30
Utah 21 19 21 35 35 36 26 31 31

Vermont — — 22 — — 45 — — ***
Virginia 13 * 13 * 20 39 40 43 40 * 36 * 56

Washington ‡ 14 * 13 * 23 37 37 43 33 40 35
West Virginia 19 19 20 34 34 36 16 21 ***

Wisconsin ‡ 16 20 — 38 38 — 31 34 —
Wyoming 20 19 23 32 34 34 *** *** 35

Other Jurisdictions
American Samoa — — 1 — — *** — — ***

District of Columbia 6 6 6 25 26 18 10 9 ***
DDESS 3 29 31 30 41 43 40 *** *** 41

DoDDS 4 23 23 37 34 33 * 44 38 39 39
Guam — — 5 — — 13 — — ***

Virgin Islands 10 8 7 *** *** *** 9 9 ***

— Indicates that the jurisdiction did not participate or did not meet minimum participation guidelines for reporting.
‡ Indicates that the jurisdiction did not meet one or more of the guidelines for school participation in 2002.
* Significantly different from 2002 when only one jurisdiction or the nation is being examined.
** Significantly different from 2002 when using a multiple-comparison procedure based on all jurisdictions that participated both years.
*** Sample size is insufficient to permit a reliable estimate.
1 National results that are presented for assessments prior to 2002 are based on the national sample, not on aggregated state assessment samples.
2 Results by students’ eligibility for free/reduced-price lunch in California do not include Los Angeles.
3 Department of Defense Domestic Dependent Elementary and Secondary Schools.
4 Department of Defense Dependents Schools (Overseas).
NOTE: Comparative performance results may be affected by changes in exclusion rates for students with disabilities and limited English proficient students in the NAEP samples.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 1998 and 2002 Reading Assessments.

Eligible Not eligible Information not available
Accommodations Accommodations Accommodations Accommodations Accommodations Accommodations
 not permitted permitted  not permitted permitted  not permitted permitted

1998 1998 2002 1998 1998 2002 1998 1998 2002
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