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INTRODUCTION

The Department of Energy (DOE) Solar Program has adopted a “systems technologies, consistent assumptions for cross-technology comparisons, and data
driven approach” (SDA) to program planning across all solar technologies,This and metrics that provide a credible story about R&D efforts. NREL has spent the
approach has several advantages including a clear connection between market past few years working on a tool to enable and enforce the SDA.
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OUTPUTS AND APPLICATIONS

- Solar Advisor is currently used to provide analysis support to the DOE Solar
Program Multiyear Planning Process

- Financial outputs include levelized cost of energy, net present value of the project, |
rate of return. Jso
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. Performance outputs include solar efficiency, annual total output, hourly output, ] e g
and value. e
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« Applicants for the DOE’s Solar Advanced Initiative (worth $140 million) need to use
Solar Advisor to quantify their R&D impacts on the total system cost of energy.
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