
3.10.3-9 Special Test Equipment (February 2003)  
(a) "Special test equipment," as used in this clause, means either single or multipurpose 
integrated test units engineered, designed, fabricated, or modified to accomplish special purpose 
testing in performing a contract. It consists of items or assemblies of equipment, including 
standard or general purpose items or components, that are interconnected and interdependent so 
as to become a new functional entity for special testing purposes. It does not include material, 
special tooling, facilities (except foundations and similar improvements necessary for installing 
special test equipment), and plant equipment items used for general plant testing purposes. 
 
(b) The Contractor may either acquire or fabricate special test equipment at TSA expense when 
the equipment is not otherwise itemized in this contract and the prior approval of the Contracting 
Officer has been obtained. The Contractor shall provide the Contracting Officer with a written 
notice, at least 30 days in advance, of the Contractor's intention to acquire or fabricate the special 
test equipment. As a minimum, the notice shall also include an estimated aggregate cost of all 
items and components of the equipment the individual cost of which is less than $5,000, and the 
following information on each item or component of equipment costing $5,000 or more: 
 
(1) The end use application and function of each proposed special test unit, identifying special 
characteristics and the reasons for the classification of the test unit as special test equipment. 
 
(2) A complete description identifying the items to be acquired and the items to be fabricated by 
the Contractor. 
 
(3) The estimated cost of the item of special test equipment or component. 
 
(4) A statement that intra-plant screening of Contractor and TSA-owned special test equipment 
and components has been accomplished and that none are available for use in performing this 
contract. 
 
(c) The TSA may furnish any special test equipment or components rather than approve their 
acquisition or fabrication by the Contractor. Such TSA-furnished items shall be subject to the 
Government property clause, except that the TSA should not be obligated to deliver such items 
any sooner than the Contractor could have acquired or fabricated them after expiration of the 30-
day notice period in paragraph (b) of this clause. However, unless the TSA notifies the Contractor 
of its decision to furnish the items within the 30-day notice period, the Contractor may proceed to 
acquire or fabricate the equipment or components subject to any other applicable provisions of 
this contract. 
 
(d) The Contractor shall, in any subcontract that provides that special test equipment or 
components may be acquired or fabricated for the TSA, insert provisions that conform 
substantially to the language of this clause, including this paragraph (d). The Contractor shall 
furnish the names of such subcontractors to the Contracting Officer. 
 
(e) If an engineering change requires either the acquisition or fabrication of new special test 
equipment or substantial modification of existing special test equipment the Contractor shall 
comply with paragraph (b) above. In so complying, the Contractor shall identify the change order 
which requires the proposed acquisition, fabrication, or modification. 

(End of clause) 
 
PRESCRIPTION 
Shall be used in all RFI/RFPs and contracts that include Government property.  
 


