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Deforestation in Rondonia, Brazil

In a continuing effort to decentralize the Brazilian population and explore
undeveloped regions, the Brazilian government constructed the Cuiaba-Porto
Velho highway through the province of Rondonia. Completed in 1960, the
road served as the spine of access for infrastructural development into
tropical rainforest ecosystems, previously occupied only by the indigenous
people of the region. The highway connected the north and western parts of
Brazil with the more urbanized areas of the south central and coastal areas.
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