Beat the Heat with ENERGY STAR(
The Basics on Cooling:

· The average home is responsible for twice the amount of greenhouse gases as the average car.  If just one household in 10 used heating and cooling equipment that has earned the ENERGY STAR, the change would keep more than 17 billion pounds of greenhouse gases out of the air.

· The average family spends $1,400 a year on energy bills, nearly half of which goes to heating and cooling. Energy-efficient heating and cooling equipment, along with properly sealed ducts, can save homeowners as much as 20 percent on annual energy costs.  You can save even more by using a high-efficiency programmable thermostat or ceiling fan.
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Replacing a cooling system is one of the biggest investments a homeowner can make.  Proper sizing and installation are essential to maximizing the system’s efficiency, which in turn maximizes your long-term savings and comfort.  
Why choose ENERGY STAR qualified products?

If your home’s cooling equipment is more than 10 years old, it may be time to consider a more efficient replacement.  When you choose ENERGY STAR, you get a product that will save you energy and money.  And because using less energy means less air pollution from power plants, your choice is better for the environment, too.

How efficient are they?
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ENERGY STAR qualified heating and cooling equipment, such as heat pumps and central air conditioners, is 10-30 percent more efficient than new conventional models. A qualified programmable thermostat can save you $100 annually in energy costs.

Are there other ways I can save on cooling costs and reduce pollution this summer?

Yes! Seal your home.  The more air that escapes through leaky attics, doors and windows, improperly sealed ducts or poorly insulated walls, the harder your cooling equipment has to work and the more you will pay to maintain a comfortable home.  Effective air sealing, combined with the right amount of insulation, can save you up to 10 percent on energy bills.  

For more on how to make your home cooling system more efficient, visit www.energystar.gov/hvacguide and get your copy of the Environmental Protection Agency’s Guide to Energy-Efficient Cooling and Heating. 
What else can I do to make my home more energy-efficient and help the environment?  

Heating and cooling smartly is one of five simple actions EPA is encouraging everyone to take to make their home more energy-efficient and collectively help the environment. The other four steps are, 1. Change your 5 most frequently used lights (or the bulbs in them) to ENERGY STAR qualified models; 2. Look for other products that have earned the ENERGY STAR, including home electronics and appliances, 3. Seal your home with adequate insulation; and 4. Tell family and friends—help spread the word that energy efficiency is good for your home and the environment.  
What is ENERGY STAR?

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency introduced ENERGY STAR in 1992 to reduce air pollution by giving consumers easy energy-efficient choices. Today, with assistance from the U.S. Department of Energy, the ENERGY STAR is now featured on new homes, buildings, and more than 40 types of products.  
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* Average breakdown of a homeowner’s energy costs. "Other" represents an array of household products, including stoves, ovens, microwaves, and small appliances. Each product accounts for no more than about 2% of a household's energy bills.
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