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4 2006 Grade 4 Sample Questions Booklet 

About This
Sample Questions Booklet

 On behalf of the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), I 
want to thank you for your participation in this essential measure of student 
achievement in America. NAEP tells us what students in our country know and 
can do.  In the coming year, fourth-, eighth- and twelfth- graders will participate 
in NAEP.  Fourth-graders will take civics and U.S. history, and participate in fi eld 
tests for reading and mathematics. 

 Assessments require about 90 minutes of a student’s time, and students 
only answer questions in one subject. The test booklet contains 50 minutes of 
test questions and a brief background section.  This booklet features sample 
questions, selected responses, and background questions to help give you a 
better understanding of what the assessment is like. 

 NAEP is voluntary and confi dential.  Students’ answers to all questions are 
confi dential and student names are removed from all assessment materials prior 
to the materials leaving the school.  Individual student scores are not reported. 

 Results of the civics and U.S. history assessments will be released in 
the Nation’s Report Card in the spring of 2007. They are widely discussed in 
the press and are used by policymakers, educators, and researchers to make 
decisions about education policy and funding.

 If you have any questions or comments regarding NAEP or would like 
to view previous Nation’s Report Cards, please visit the NAEP web site at 
http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard. Also available through the web site 
is a Questions Tool (http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/itmrls) which will 
allow you to review additional sample questions with sample answers. 

Peggy G. Carr, Associate Commissioner
Education Assessment
National Center for Education Statistics

NAEP is administered by NCES, a principal component of the U.S. Department of Education’s 

Institute of Education Sciences. Policy for the assessment, including its content and standards, 

is set by the independent, bipartisan National Assessment Governing Board (www.nagb.org).
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The Civics Assessment

 The NAEP civics assessment encompasses three interrelated components: civics 
knowledge, intellectual and participatory skills, and civic dispositions. The knowledge 
component of the assessment is expressed in fi ve fundamental questions:

! What are civic life, politics, and government?

! What are the foundations of the American political system?

! How does the government established by the Constitution embody the purposes, 
values, and principles of American democracy?

! What is the relationship of the United States to other nations and to world 
affairs?

! What are the roles of citizens in American democracy?

 The NAEP civics assessment is also designed to measure the intellectual and 
participatory skills students need to face the challenges of public life in a constitutional 
democracy. Central among these are the abilities to describe, explain, and analyze 
information and arguments, and to evaluate, take, and defend positions on public 
issues. The third area of the assessment, civic dispositions and participatory skills, 
refers to the rights and responsibilities of citizens as members of society.

 The assessment is made up of multiple-choice, short constructed-response, and 
extended constructed-response questions. The constructed-response questions make up 
approximately 40 percent of the assessment time. For more information regarding the 
civics assessment framework please visit http://nagb.org.

NAEP Civics Framework Distribution of 
Questions Pool Across Areas of Civic Knowledge

Grade

Civic life, 
politics, 

and 
government

Foundations of 
the American 

political 
system

The Constitution and 
the purposes, values, 

and principles of 
American democracy

Relationship of the 
United States to 
other nations and 
to world affairs

Roles of 
citizens in 
American 

democracy

4 25% 20% 15% 10% 30%
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The U.S. History Assessment

 The assessment is organized around three concepts or dimensions: major themes 
of U.S. history, chronological periods of U.S. history, and ways of knowing and thinking 
about U.S. history. The themes and periods of U.S. history function as a matrix, with the 
assessment addressing the role of the themes across the periods.

Distribution of Question Pool Across Historical Themes

Themes

Grade

Change & Continuity 
in American 
Democracy

Gathering & 
Interactions of 

Peoples, Cultures, & 
Ideas

Economic & 
Technological 

Changes & Their 
Relation to Society, 

Ideas, & the 
Environment

Changing Role of 
America in the World

4 25% 35% 25% 15%

 Eight chronological periods that overlap and vary in depth of coverage are included 
in the assessment:

! Beginnings to 1607;

! Colonization, settlement, and communities (1607 to 1763);

! The Revolution and the new nation (1763 to 1815);

! Expansion and reform (1801 to 1861);

! Crisis of the Union: Civil War and Reconstruction (1850 to 1877);

! The development of modern America (1865 to 1920);

! Modern America and the World Wars (1914 to 1945);

! Contemporary America (1945 to present).

 Questions include multiple-choice, short constructed-response, and extended 
constructed-response formats. Constructed-response questions make up approximately 
50% of the assessment. The cognitive dimension of historical thinking is measured by 
the inclusion of test questions divided between those measuring historical knowledge 
and perspective (40%) and those measuring historical analysis and interpretation 
(60%). Many questions in the assessment are based on visual or textual stimuli. For 
more information regarding the U.S. history assessment framework please visit http://
nagb.org.
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In each of the next two sections, you will have 25 minutes to answer a series of 
questions about history or civics. You should think carefully about your answers, and 
you should use the entire 25 minutes to complete each section.

You will be asked to respond to several different types of questions. Some of the 
questions will require you to choose the best answer and fi ll in the oval for that answer 
in your booklet.

For other questions, you will be asked to write short answers on the blank lines 
provided in your booklet. Here is an example of a question that requires you to provide a 
short answer.

Example 1

Civics and U.S. History
 Booklet Directions

TO THE NEXT PAGEGO ON
B123CDHC
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Also, you will be asked to answer other questions by writing longer, more detailed 
responses on a full page of blank lines. For example, here is a question that requires you to 
provide a longer answer.

Example 2

STOP
B123CDHC

When you are asked to write your response be sure that your handwriting is clear. Think 
carefully about each question and make your answers as complete as possible, using as 
many lines as you need.

Finally, in some questions you may be asked to draw maps, graphs, charts, tables, or 
timelines.

If you fi nish before time is called, be sure to read your work again and change anything 
that you think will make your answers better.
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Sample Civics Questions
Grade 4

 5. The President of the United States 
is elected for a term of

A 2 years

  4 years

C 6 years

D 8 years

 6. People in the United States elect 
their government offi cials by

A Public surveys

B Television newscasts

C Telegrams

  Secret ballots

 7. The fi rst ten amendments to the 
United States Constitution are 
called the

A Preamble

  Bill of Rights

C Articles of Confederation

D Separation of Powers

STOP

Questions 1–4. Here is a list of jobs. For each one, decide if the job is something local 
governments do for people. After each job, fi ll in the oval under “Yes” or “No.”

YES, 
local governments 

do this job for people. 

NO, 
local governments do 

not do this job for people.

1. Running restaurants A

2. Cleaning a family’s house A

3. Taking care of parks B

4. Cleaning streets B
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Sample U.S. History Questions
Grade 4

TO THE NEXT PAGEGO ON

 2. The document that contains the 
basic rules used to run the United 
States government is

A the Declaration of Independence

B Magna Carta

C the Mayfl ower Compact

  the Constitution

 1. Most people in the southern 
colonies made their living by

A iron mining

B fi shing

  farming

D shipbuilding

Questions 3–4 are based on the map below.

TERRITORIAL EXPANSION OF THE UNITED STATES

1 inch = 500 miles

1783

1803

1845

1848

1846
1818

1819

1853

1898

1867
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 3. Which area became part of the Unites States last?

  Hawaii

B Texas

C Oregon

D Alaska

 4. Write the name of the state or area where you live in the space below.

State or Area:       Virginia

In the space below, write one important fact about the way your state or area 
became part of the United States.

It was one of the 13 colonies. 

 6. In 1492, when Christopher 
Columbus fi rst landed in the 
Americas, he thought he was in

A Spain

  the East Indies

C the Hawaiian Islands

D Italy

 5. Why were most early sawmills and 
fl our mills located on rivers and 
streams?

A Water was needed to cool hot 
machinery.

  Waterwheels powered the 
cutting and grinding machines.

C People thought it was safer to 
live near rivers.

D It was easiest to expand the 
mills if they were near rivers.

STOP
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 The Mathematics Assessment

 The NAEP mathematics assessment measures students’ ability to solve problems 
in fi ve mathematics content strands: Number Properties and Operations; Measurement; 
Geometry; Data Analysis and Probability; and Algebra. Within each of these fi ve content 
strands, students are asked questions that involve low, moderate, and high mathematical 
complexity.

 The NAEP mathematics assessment includes multiple-choice questions, short-
answer constructed-response questions, and extended constructed-response questions. 
The extended exercises allow students to communicate their ideas and demonstrate 
the reasoning they used to solve problems. The short-answer and extended-response 
questions make up approximately 50 percent of student assessment time. The 
assessment also incorporates the use of calculators, rulers, protractors, and ancillary 
materials such as spinners and geometric shapes in some parts of the assessment, but 
not all. 

 Calculator use is permitted on approximately one-third of the test questions (four-
function calculators at Grade 4).  NAEP provides calculators for all students. At Grade 
12, students may use their own scientifi c or graphing calculators. For more information 
regarding the mathematics assessment framework please visit http://nagb.org.

NAEP Mathematiics Framework 
Distribution of Questions Across Content Strands 

Number Properties and Operations 40%

Measurement 20%

Geometry 15%

Data Analysis and Probability 10%

Algebra 15%
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Mathematics Booklet Directions

This assessment uses many different booklets. Each booklet has different questions. Do 
not worry if the person next to you is working on questions that do not look like those you 
are working on.

Read each question carefully and answer it as well as you can. Do not spend too much 
time on any one question.

For some of the questions you may need to write or draw the answer. You can see how 
this is done in the example below.

You may be given a calculator to use for at least one part of your booklet. If you are 
given a calculator, you will have to decide when to use it in each section where its use is 
permitted. For some questions using the calculator is helpful, but for other questions the 
calculator may not be helpful. After each question you will be asked to indicate whether 
you used the calculator.

When you receive the calculator, make sure you know how to use it. There are 
instructions on the back cover of this booklet to help you. If the calculator does not work or 
if you do not know how to use it, raise your hand and ask for help.

REMEMBER:

Read each question CAREFULLY.

Fill in only ONE OVAL for each question or write your answer in the space provided.

If you change your answer, ERASE your fi rst answer COMPLETELY.

CHECK OVER your work if you fi nish a section early.

Do not go past the   sign at the end of each section until you are told to do so.

Draw a circle in the space below.

STOP
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Sample Mathematics Questions
Grade 4

 1. Each boy and girl in the class voted for his or her favorite kind of music. Here are 
the results.

 Which kind of music did most students in the class prefer?

A Classical

  Rock

C Country

D Other

� 1 student

Girls

Boys

Classical

Girls

Boys

Rock

Girls

Boys

Country

Girls

Boys

Other

TO THE NEXT PAGEGO ON
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 2. Sam can purchase his lunch at school. Each day he wants to have juice that costs 
50¢, a sandwich that costs 90¢, and fruit that costs 35¢. His mother has only $1.00 
bills. What is the least number of $1.00 bills that his mother should give him so 
he will have enough money to buy lunch for 5 days? 

STOP

 3. If both the square and the triangle above have the same perimeter, what is the 
length of each side of the square?

A 4

B 5

C 6

D 7
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The Reading Assessment

 The NAEP reading assessment measures students’ ability to understand, to 
interpret, and to think critically about different types of texts. Recognizing that readers 
vary their approach according to the demands of different types of text, the NAEP 
framework specifi es the assessment of reading in three contexts: reading for literary 
experience, reading to gain information, and reading to perform a task. (Reading to 
perform a task is not assessed at Grade 4.) The assessment comprises reading 
materials selected from publications and other resources typically available to students 
in and out of school.

 Across the three contexts for reading, students are asked to demonstrate 
their understanding by responding to comprehension questions that refl ect four 
different approaches to understanding text. The NAEP framework accounts for these 
different approaches by specifying four aspects of reading that represent the types 
of comprehension questions asked of students. Forming a general understanding 
questions ask students to consider the text as a whole. Developing an interpretation 
questions ask students to discern connections and relationships within the text. Making 
reader/text connections questions ask students to connect information from the text 
with prior knowledge and experience. Examining content and structure questions ask 
students to critically evaluate the content, organization, and form of the text. All four 
aspects of reading are assessed at all three grades within the contexts for reading 
described above.

 The NAEP reading assessment contains multiple-choice questions, as well as short 
and extended constructed-response questions. Students spend approximately 50 to 60 
percent of their assessment time providing written answers to constructed-response 
questions. For more information regarding the reading assessment framework please 
visit http://nagb.org.

NAEP Reading Framework Distribution of 
Question Pool Across Contexts

Grade 4

Reading for Literary Experience 55%

Reading to Gain Information 45%

Reading to Perform a Task Not assessed
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Reading Booklet Directions

In each of the next two sections, you will have 25 minutes to read a story, an article, 

or a document and answer questions about it. You should think carefully about your 

answers, and you should use the entire 25 minutes to complete each section.

You will be asked to respond to three different types of questions. Some of the 

questions will require you to choose the best answer and fi ll in the oval for that answer in 

your booklet.

For other questions, you will be asked to write short answers on the blank lines 

provided in your booklet. Here is an example of a question that requires you to provide

a short answer.

Example 1

TO THE NEXT PAGEGO ON
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Also, you may be asked to answer other questions by writing longer, more detailed 

responses on a full page of blank lines. For example, here is a question that requires you 

to provide a longer answer.

Example 2

When you are asked to write your response be sure that your handwriting is clear. 

Think carefully about each question and make your answers as complete as possible, 

using as many lines as you need.

You may go back to the story, article, or document when answering any of the 

questions. If you fi nish before time is called, be sure to read your work again and change 

anything that you think will make your answers better.

Explain how Mandy’s mother and 
brother helped Mandy to become the 
first woman umpire.

STOP
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TO THE NEXT PAGEGO ON

Sample Reading Questions
Grade 4
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TO THE NEXT PAGEGO ON
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TO THE NEXT PAGEGO ON
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TO THE NEXT PAGEGO ON

They both have strong forelimbs and powerful claws.

The koala climbs trees and wombats dig holes.
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TO THE NEXT PAGEGO ON
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TO THE NEXT PAGEGO ON
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STOP
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