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NOTE: This information is distributed solely for the purpose of pre-dissemination 
peer review under applicable information quality guidelines. It has not been 
formally disseminated by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. It does not 
represent and should not be construed to represent any agency determination or 
policy. 
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Figure 9.1. Two conceptual models for describing different processes used by (a) the 
resource management community and (b) the climate community to support adaptation 
decision making. Colors are used to represent similar elements of the different processes.  
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*Vulnerability is the sum of projected impacts and adaptive capacity; this step is done by managers when they evaluate the 
projected impacts and their capacity to respond during their planning process 

**Assessing the capacity to respond in the management community is equivalent to assessing adaptive capacity in the 
climate community 

**Determine 
Capacity to 
Respond 

Assess 
Impacts 

Evaluate 
Management 

Options Section 9.2 

Section 9.4Section 9.3

Management 
Planning Process 

Develop 
Management 
Responses 

 
 

DRAFT: DO NOT QUOTE OR CITE 2



SAP 4.4. Adaptation Options for Climate-Sensitive Ecosystems and Resources | Figures 

1 
2 
3 

 
Figure 9.2. The process of adaptive management. 
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