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The most common mode of 
transmission of pathogens is via 

hands!

So Why All the Fuss About 
Hand Hygiene?



After petting a 
dog or cat

44%

(17%)

Before handling or 
eating food

80%

(14%)

After coughing 
or sneezing

31%

(27%)

After using the bathroom 
in your home

87%

(8%)

After changing 
a diaper

75%

(2%)

After handling 
money

22%

(16%)

After using a 
public restroom

95%

(3%)

Hand Washing HabitsHand Washing Habits
How Often Are Americans Washing Their Hands?How Often Are Americans Washing Their Hands?

Always wash my hands

(Usually wash my hands)

– Total Sample –

Q: I am going to read you a list of activities, and I’d like you to tell me how often you make it a practice of 
washing your hands. How often do you wash your hands after…

http://www.state.in.us/isdh/regsvcs/foodprot/kids/image7.gif
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=www.ling.upenn.edu/courses/Spring_2002/ling001/restroom.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.ling.upenn.edu/courses/Spring_2002/ling001/written.html&h=289&w=290&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dpublic%2Brestroom%2Bsigns%26svnum%3D10%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D%26ie%3DUTF-8%26oe%3DUTF-8
http://www.selfridge.army.mil/images/CHANGIN1.gif
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=www.coloradoguard.com/images/dma/money_in_hand.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.coloradoguard.com/webpages/federal_tuition.htm&h=167&w=150&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dmoney%2Bin%2Bhand%26start%3D40%26svnum%3D10%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D%26ie%3DUTF-8%26oe%3DUTF-8%26sa%3DN
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=science-education.nih.gov/nihHTML/ose/snapshots/multimedia/ritn/Tuberculosis/cough.gif&imgrefurl=http://science-education.nih.gov/nihHTML/ose/snapshots/multimedia/ritn/Tuberculosis/tb1.html&h=200&w=200&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dcough%2Bgif%26svnum%3D10%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D%26ie%3DUTF-8%26oe%3DUTF-8
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Promoting clean Promoting clean 
hands is not new…hands is not new…
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"Handwashing is the "Handwashing is the 
single most important single most important 

means of preventing the means of preventing the 
spread of infection."spread of infection." –

Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention



Training of Food Service 
Workers and Managers

Promoting Handwashing

Educating Children in Food 
Safety

Top 3 Identified Challenges:
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Clean Hands Coalition (CHC)
Handwashing ranked as top priority by 
educators 

Handwashing educators are employed 
government, industry, professional 
associations and academic institutions

First CHC conference call – May 1, 2003

First CHC face-to-face strategic planning 
meeting August 25-26, 2003
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Vision:
Clean hands prevent illness and save lives

Mission:
The Clean hands Coalition is a unified alliance 
of public and private partners working together 
to create and support coordinated, sustained 
initiatives to significantly improve health and 
save lives through clean hands

SOCO*: Clean Hands Save Lives

*Single overriding communications objective
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Getting Involved

Network and share information

Coordinate existing programs

Generate new collaborations

Motivate appropriate handwashing behavior

Monthly conference call – first Thursday of each 
month

Sub committees meet as needed

Face to Face meetings in various locations in US
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American Medical Association 

American Society for Microbiology

Canadian Food Inspection Agency

Churches Chicken

Disney

FDA

USDA

Georgia-Pacific
Handwashing Leadership Forum
Head Start
Jack in the Box
National Environmental Health 
Association
Soap and Detergent Association

Examples of Membership



The Current

Clean Hands

Coalition

Website!



Clean Hands Coalition

Who we are: 
The Clean Hands Coalition (CHC) is a unified alliance of public and private partners working together to 
create and support coordinated, sustained initiatives to significantly improve health and save lives 
through clean hands. The CHC is facilitated by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

Our Vision:
Clean Hands, Prevent Illness, Save Lives 

Our Members [link to list of CHC members]: 
Professional associations, government agencies, academic institutions, industry, consumer organizations, 
public and private health professionals.

Get involved: 

Celebrate National Clean Hands Week 2006 [link to NCHW page – see end last page]

Learn more about Coalition member activities [linkto listing of specific activities – see 3rd page]

Tell the Coalition about your handwashing programs
[link to http://www.cleanhandscoalition.org/CHC_Resource_Entry.php

Email the Coalition
[link to cleanhandscoalition@wiu.edu]

Thanks Clean Hands Coalition members for your contribution to hurricane recovery efforts!

Clean Hands Save Lives!

| CDC guidelines for handwashing | CHC Memo of Understanding      | Contact the CHC |   Resources

Home

-------------------------------

National Clean Hands Week – Sept 
17-23, 2006

--------------------------------

Resources

-------------------------------

Members

------------------------------

Publications

------------------------------

Calendar of Events

-----------------------------

Clean Hands Guidelines

CHC Featured 
Program…
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http://www.cleanhandscoalition.org/CHC_Resource_Entry.php
http://www.cleanhandscoalition.org/CHC_Resource_Entry.php
mailto:cleanhandscoaltion@wiu.edu?subject=I'd%20like%20to%20know%20more%20about%20the%20CHC
http://www.cdc.gov/cleanhands
mailto:cleanhandscoaltion@wiu.edu?subject=I'd%20like%20to%20know%20more%20about%20the%20CHC


Clean Hands Coalition

Join us for Clean Hands 
Week 
September 17-23-2006!

Who we are: The Clean Hands Coalition (CHC) is a unified alliance of 
public and private partners working together to create and support 
coordinated, sustained initiatives to significantly improve health and 
save lives through clean hands. The CHC is facilitated by the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention.

Our Vision: Clean Hands, Prevent Illness, Save Lives 

Our Members: professional associations, government agencies, 
academic institutions, industry, consumer organizations, public and 
private health professionals

Get involved: Join us in celebrating National Clean Hands Week, 
September 17-23, 2006. Learn more at www.cleanhandscoalition.org.

Become a part of the today!

CDC is a proud member of the Clean Hands Coalition and supports National Clean Hands Week 2006

September 16September 16thth --22nd, 200722nd, 2007
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Member Handwashing Activities Member Handwashing Activities 
are many and varied….are many and varied….

How do you promote 
clean hands???
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http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.foodprotection.org/imageup/Icons/HANDWASH.GIF&imgrefurl=http://www.foodprotection.org/Icons/Icons.htm&h=550&w=525&sz=19&tbnid=nUiZTs3_sroJ:&tbnh=129&tbnw=124&start=18&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dhandwashing%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D%26sa%3DN


SNAP To It!

• Integrate standards-
based hand cleaning 
activities into your 
curriculum

• Have students create 
clean hands awareness 
projects/campaigns

• Submit projects for 
national recognition
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2005 Clean Hands Week Preparation 
Meeting

Washington, DC
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Become involved…Become involved…

Join us for Join us for 

National Clean Hands Week National Clean Hands Week 
20072007

www.cleanhandscoalition.org
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