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FACT SHEET

DI RECT FI NAL RULE / NOTI CE OF PROPOSED RULEMAKI NG TO
I NCLUDE THE PHCEN X ARI ZONA OZONE NONATTAI MENT AREA I N
THE FEDERAL REFORMULATED GASCLI NE PROGRAM

TODAY' S ACTI ON

EPA is issuing a direct final rulenaking today to revise the
reformul ated gasoline (RFG regulations to include the Phoeni x,
Arizona ozone nonattainment area in the federal RFG Program
Today's action requires that retail stations sell federal RFGin
the Phoenix area within 30 days of the effective date of the
final rule.

BACKGROUND

Section 211(k) of the Cean Air Act (Act) requires EPAto
establish standards for RFG to be used in specified ozone
nonattai nment areas. The Act al so provides that ozone
nonattai nment areas classified as nmarginal, noderate, serious or
severe, may be included in the RFG program upon application of
the Governor of the state in which the area is |ocated. [Section
211(k)(6) (the "opt-in" provision)]. EPAis required to
establish an inplenentation date for the area to be included in
the programwi thin a year of the governor's request.

Phoeni x, Arizona is currently classified as a noderate ozone
nonattai nment area. The Phoeni x area continues to exceed the
Nati onal Anbient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for ozone and
faces the possibility of being "bunped up" to a serious
classification. |In order to address these concerns and identify
the best possible options for addressing the area's air quality
probl ens, the State convened a task force which included the
State Departnent of Environnental Quality as well as both
industry and environnental representatives. The Task Force
identified several options and ultimately decided to support the
use of Federal RFG Phase | gasoli ne.

On January 17, 1997, EPA received a letter from Governor
Sym ngton of Arizona officially requesting that the Phoenix area
be included in the federal refornulated gasoline program

WHAT ARE THE HEALTH AND ENVI RONMENTAL BENEFI TS?

RFG protects health and the environnment by reduci ng harnful
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vehi cl e em ssions of ozone (snpbg)-form ng conpounds and air
toxics. Today's action will expand the federal programto

i ncl ude the Phoeni x ozone nonattai nnent area and thereby provide
these benefits to the citizens of Phoenix. These benefits are
all an inportant part of the area's air quality plan and provide
needed additional em ssion reduction benefits to help the area
reach attainment of the ozone NAAQS

WHO W LL BE AFFECTED BY THE REGULATI ON?

This action will provide inportant cost effective health and
environmental benefits to the citizens of Phoeni x by
significantly reducing the | evels of harnful ozone causing
pollutants and toxic air em ssions.

HOW W LL THE REGULATI ON AFFECT | NDUSTRY?

Refi ners, inporters and oxygenate bl enders who produce or
i mport gasoline for use in the Phoeni x ozone nonattai nment area
as a result of this action will be subject to the RFG
requi rements. The RFG regul ati ons inpose requirenments such as
sanpling and testing, registration, record keeping, reporting,
product transfer docunentation, and conpliance surveys.

FOR FURTHER | NFORVATI ON

I ndi vi dual s who have access to a conputer and a nodem can
downl oad the rule fromthe Technol ogy Transfer Network Bulletin
Board (TTN BBS) by calling (919) 541-5742. For further
i nformati on about how to access the bulletin board call (919)
541-5384.

The rule may al so be accessed through the Internet in
the Ofice of Mbile Sources (OMS) honme page at
http://ww. epa. gov/ OVBWAV . For further information about the
rule, call Janice Raburn at (202) 233-9000.
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