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The Earnings Ladder
Who’s at the Bottom? Who’s at the Top?
&1.� .,87862,� @.55D+.270� 8/� 68<=
�6.;2,*7<� -.9.7-<� 87� =1.2;� 8@7
.*;7270<� 8;� 87� =1.� .*;7270<� 8/
8=1.;� /*625B� 6.6+.;<	� �/� =1.2;
.*;7270<� *;.� 58@� .78>01�� *� /*625B
8;� >7;.5*=.-� 27-2?2->*5� 6*B� /*,.
98?.;=B	� �?.7� 2/� =1.2;� 27,86.� ;.D
6*27<� *+8?.� =1.� 98?.;=B� 5.?.5�
;.5*=2?.5B� 58@� @*0.<� 6*B� 6*4.� 2=
-2//2,>5=� =8� 9*B� /8;� +*<2,� <.;?2,.<�
524.� 18><270�� ,125-� ,*;.�� .->,*D
=287�� *7-� 6.-2,*5� ,*;.	

&1.;.� *;.� 98=.7=2*5� <8,2*5� .//.,=<
=88	� �8@� @*0.<�� /8;� .A*695.�
6*4.� 2=� 5.<<� *//8;-*+5.� /8;� B8>70
*->5=<� =8� 6*;;B�� 1*?.� ,125-;.7�
*7-� .<=*+52<1� *7� 27-.9.7-.7=
18><.185-	

&1.� 6.;.� 9;8<9.,=� 8/� 58@�
.*;7270<� 6*B� .7,8>;*0.� *->5=<
=8� <=*B� 8>=� 8/� =1.� 5*+8;� /8;,.�
*5=80.=1.;	

%8� @18�<� 524.52.<=� =8� +.� *=� =1.� +8=D
=86� 8/� =12<� .*;7270<� 5*--.;�
&1*=�<� 87.� :>.<=287� =12<� �;2./� =;2.<
=8� *7<@.;	� '<270� -*=*� ,855.,=.-
+B� =1.�  *;,1� �>;;.7=� #89>5*=287
%>;?.B�� 2=� <18@<� @12,1� 0;8>9<� 8/
&�� ' �#���� �#��'"���� ��$������ %� �'
� !� ����� �	� ���� �$� � @.;.� 68<=
524.5B� =8� 1*?.� C58@�� *77>*5� .*;7D
270<� E� =1*=� 2<�� .*;7270<� /8;� =1.
B.*;� +.58@� =1.� 98?.;=B� 5.?.5� /8;�
*� /8>;D9.;<87� /*625B� @2=1� =@8�
,125-;.7	� ��*;7270<� 2<� -./27.-� *<

%�
��D�$(
�<<>.-� �>7.� ����

'	%	� �.9*;=6.7=� 8/� �866.;,.
�,87862,<� *7-� %=*=2<=2,<� �-6272<=;*=287
�'$��'� "�� &��� ��!%'%

=1.� 9;.D=*A� <>6� 8/� 687.B� @*0.<
*7-� <*5*;B� 95><� *7B� 7.=� 27,86.
/;86� <.5/D.6958B6.7=	�

&1.� -*=*� -.<,;2+.-� 27� =12<� �;2./
@.;.� -.?.589.-� +B� �817�  ,!.25
8/� =1.� �.7<><� �>;.*>� *<� *7� >9D
-*=.� *7-� .A=.7<287� 8/� 12<� ;.98;=�
�� �� !� ��"�� ��%� 
� ����!�� ��	�
"�� ������ %.;2.<� #D���� !8	� ���	
&1*=� ;.98;=� <18@.-� =1.� 9.;,.7=
8/� B.*;D;8>7-�� />55D=26.� @8;4.;<
@2=1� 58@� .*;7270<� /8;� <.5.,=.-
B.*;<� *7-� /8>7-� =1*=� =1.� ;*=.� 1*-
;2<.7� +.=@..7� ����� *7-� �����

*/=.;� -.,527270� <1*;95B� +.=@..7
����� *7-� ����� *7-� <18@270� *7
*--2=287*5� +>=� <6*55.;� -.,527.� +.D
=@..7� ����� *7-� ����	

�5<8� .A*627.-� 27� =12<� �;2./� 2<
@18�<� 68<=� *9=� =8� +.� *=� =1.� =89
8/� =1.� 5*--.;� E� *� C1201�� .*;7.;	
&1.<.� *;.� @8;4.;<� @2=1� .*;7270<
*=� 5.*<=� /8>;� =26.<� =1.� 58@� .*;7D
270<� =1;.<185-	

�*=*� /8;� ���
� *;.� ,869*;.-� =8
/20>;.<� /8;� .*;52.;� B.*;<� E� ><>*55B
����	� &12<� �;2./� ><.<� =1.� �#�D
'D)�� 9;2,.� 27-.A� =8� *-3><=� =1.� 58@



The Low Earners
Percent of year-round, full-time civilian workers aged 16 and over 
with low earnings, by demographic group: 1992 and 1979

1979-1992
percentage

point
1992 1979 change

Sex
Men 12.4% 7.7% +4.7
Women 21.8% 20.4% +1.4
Age
18-24 41.9% 22.9% +19.0
25-34 15.7% 8.8% +6.9
35-54 12.3% 9.9% +2.4
55-64 16.1% 12.0% +4.1
Educational Attainment by Sex
No high school diploma

Men 30.9% 15.3% +15.6
Women 53.1% 40.1% +13.0

High school diploma, no college
Men 14.7% 7.8% +6.9
Women 28.5% 21.1% +7.4

Some college, no bachelor’s degree
Men 10.0% 5.5% +4.5
Women 18.6% 15.4% +3.2

Bachelor’s degree or higher
Men 5.0% 3.1% +1.9
Women 6.9% 7.2% -0.3

Race and Hispanic Origin by Sex
White

Men 11.6% 7.2% +4.4
Women 21.1% 19.8% +1.3

Black
Men 19.4% 14.0% +5.4
Women 26.9% 24.3% +2.6

Hispanic origin
Men 26.4% 13.4% +13.0
Women 36.6% 32.3% +4.3

Note: Persons of Hispanic origin may be of any race.
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The High Earners
Percent of year-round, full-time civilian workers aged 16 and over 
with high earnings, by demographic group: 1992 and 1979

1979-1992
percentage

point
1992 1979 change

Sex
Men 15.5% 15.0% +0.5
Women 3.7% 1.3% +2.4

Educational Attainment by Sex
No high school diploma

Men 2.7% 4.7% -2.0
Women 0.4% 0.3% +0.1

High school diploma, no college
Men 5.7% 8.9% -3.2
Women 1.1% 0.5% +0.6

Some college, no bachelor’s degree
Men 11.2% 14.0% -2.8
Women 1.8% 1.4% +0.4

Bachelor’s degree or higher
Men 35.2% 34.4% +0.8
Women 10.3% 4.2% +6.1

Race and Hispanic Origin by Sex
White

Men 16.4% 15.9% +0.5
Women 3.8% 1.3% +2.5

Black
Men 5.1% 4.2% +0.9
Women 1.6% 0.5% +1.1

Hispanic origin
Men 5.3% 5.2% +0.1
Women 1.8% 1.0% +0.8

Note: Persons of Hispanic origin may be of any race.
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The Year-Round, Full-Time Workers
Proportion of adults aged 25 to 54 years who worked year-round, 
full-time:  1992 and 1979

1979-1992
percentage

point
1992 1979 change

Sex
Men 70.4% 75.0% -4.6
Women 47.5% 35.4% +12.1

Educational Attainment by Sex
No high school diploma

Men 48.5% 61.6% -13.1
Women 25.4% 23.1% +2.3

High school diploma, no college
Men 68.3% 76.2% -7.9
Women 46.2% 36.3% +9.9

Some college, no bachelor’s degree
Men 72.3% 76.7% -4.4
Women 50.5% 39.4% +11.1

Bachelor’s degree or higher
Men 82.2% 83.8% -1.6
Women 58.1% 44.4% +13.7

Race and Hispanic Origin by Sex
White

Men 72.3% 76.7% -4.4
Women 47.6% 34.8% +12.8

Black
Men 56.6% 62.1% -5.5
Women 48.2% 39.9% +8.3

Hispanic origin
Men 60.3% 67.2% -6.9
Women 36.6% 29.9% +6.7

Note: Persons of Hispanic origin may be of any race.
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