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State and Regional Rankings by Poverty Rates:  1969 – 1989

                                  1989  1979  1969     1979– 1969–
                                  1989 1979
                                 Percent– Percent–
        age age
    Poverty Poverty Poverty point point
    Rate Rank Rate Rank Rate Rank change change

United States 13.1 –– 12.4 –– 13.7 –– 0.7 –1.3
New Hampshire 6.4 1 8.5 3 9.1 4 –2.1 –0.6
Connecticut 6.8 2 8.0 2 7.2 1 –1.2 0.8
New Jersey 7.6 3 9.5 6 8.1 2 –1.9 1.4
Maryland 8.3 4 9.8 10 10.1 11 –1.5 –0.3
Hawaii 8.3 4 9.9 12 9.3 6 –1.6 0.6
Delaware 8.7 6 11.9 27 10.9 16 –3.2 1.0
Massachusetts 8.9 7 9.6 8 8.6 3 –0.7 1.0
Alaska 9.0 8 10.7 21 12.6 26 –1.7 –1.9
Rhode Island 9.6 9 10.3 16 11.0 17 –0.7 –0.7
Vermont 9.9 10 12.1 28 12.1 24 –2.2 0
Minnesota 10.2 11 9.5 6 10.7 15 0.7 –1.2
Nevada 10.2 11 8.7 4 9.1 4 1.5 –0.4
Virginia 10.2 11 11.8 26 15.5 34 –1.6 –3.7
Wisconsin 10.7 14 8.7 4 9.8 9 2.0 –1.1
Indiana 10.7 14 9.7 9 9.7 8 1.0 0
Maine 10.8 16 13.0 33 13.6 30 –2.2 –0.6
Washington 10.9 17 9.8 10 10.2 12 1.1 –0.4
Pennsylvania 11.1 18 10.5 20 10.6 14 0.6 –0.1
Nebraska 11.1 18 10.7 21 13.1 28 0.4 –2.4
Utah 11.4 20 10.3 16 11.4 20 1.1 –1.1
Kansas 11.5 21 10.1 13 12.7 27 1.4 –2.6
Iowa 11.5 21 10.1 13 11.6 22 1.4 –1.5
Colorado 11.7 23 10.1 13 12.3 25 1.6 –2.2
Wyoming 11.9 24 7.9 1 11.7 23 4.0 –3.8
Illinois 11.9 24 11.0 24 10.2 12 0.9 0.8
Oregon 12.4 26 10.7 21 11.5 21 1.7 –0.8
California 12.5 27 11.4 25 11.1 18 1.1 0.3
Ohio 12.5 27 10.3 16 10.0 10 2.2 0.3
Florida 12.7 29 13.5 37 16.4 36 –0.8 –2.9
North Carolina 13.0 30 14.8 39 20.3 41 –1.8 –5.5
New York 13.0 30 13.4 35 11.1 18 –0.4 2.3
Michigan 13.1 32 10.4 19 9.4 7 2.7 1.0
Idaho 13.3 33 12.6 31 13.2 29 0.7 –0.6
Missouri 13.3 33 12.2 29 14.7 32 1.1 –2.5
North Dakota 14.4 35 12.6 31 15.7 35 1.8 –3.1
Georgia 14.7 36 16.6 42 20.7 42 –1.9 –4.1
South Carolina 15.4 37 16.6 42 23.9 47 –1.2 –7.3
Arizona 15.7 38 13.2 34 15.3 33 2.5 –2.1
Tennessee 15.7 38 16.5 41 21.8 43 –0.8 –5.3
South Dakota 15.9 40 16.9 44 18.7 38 –1.0 –1.8
Montana 16.1 41 12.3 30 13.6 30 3.8 –1.3
Oklahoma 16.7 42 13.4 35 18.8 39 3.3 –5.4
District of Columbia 16.9 43 18.6 47 17.0 37 –1.7 1.6
Texas 18.1 44 14.7 38 18.8 39 3.4 –4.1
Alabama 18.3 45 18.9 49 25.4 48 –0.6 –6.5
Kentucky 19.0 46 17.6 45 22.9 46 1.4 –5.3
Arkansas 19.1 47 19.0 50 27.8 50 0.1 –8.8
West Virginia 19.7 48 15.0 40 22.2 44 4.7 –7.2
New Mexico 20.6 49 17.6 45 22.8 45 3.0 –5.2
Louisiana 23.6 50 18.6 47 26.3 49 5.0 –7.7
Mississippi 25.2 51 23.9 51 35.4 51 1.3 –11.5

Regions
Northeast 10.6 1 11.2 2 10.1 1 –0.6 1.1
Midwest 12.0 2 10.5 1 10.8 2 1.5 –0.3
West 12.6 3 11.3 3 11.7 3 1.3 –0.4
South 15.7 4 15.4 4 20.3 4 0.3 –4.9

Note: The rankings in this Brief are based on point estimates; actual rankings may  
be slightly different due to sampling error.  The apparent change (between 1979 and 
1989) for Arkansas was not statistically significant.
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The Poverty Line
Poverty thresholds by size of family and number of related children under 18 years old:  1989

Weighted              Related children under 18 years
average                 

Size of Family Unit thresholds None One Two Three Four Five Six

One person (unrelated individual) $6,310 – – – – – – –

 Under 65 years 6,451 $6,451 – – – – – –

  65 years and over 5,947 5,947 – – – – – –

Two persons 8,076 – – – – – – –

Householder under 65 years 8,343 8,303 $8,547 – – – – –

  Householder 65 years and over 7,501 7,495 8,515 – – – – –

Three persons 9,885 9,699 9,981 $9,990 – – – –

Four persons 12,674 12,790 12,999 12,575 $12,619 – – –

Five persons 14,990 15,424 15,648 15,169 14,798 $14,572 – –

Six persons 16,921 17,740 17,811 17,444 17,092 16,569 $16,259 –

Seven persons 19,162 20,412 20,540 20,101 19,794 19,224 18,558 $17,828

Eight persons 21,328 22,830 23,031 22,617 22,253 21,738 21,084 20,403

Nine or more persons 25,480 27,463 27,596 27,229 26,921 26,415 25,719 25,089

Note:  For 8-person families (7 children), the threshold was $20,230.  For families with 9 or more persons, the respective thresh-
olds were $24,933 (7 children) and $23,973 (8 or more children).
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