Household Economic Studies

The Americans With Disabilities Act of
1990 (ADA) provides guidelines that
assure the provision of services to peo-
ple with disabilities and the protection of
their legal rights. The ADA prohibits dis-
crimination on the basis of disability in
employment, access to public services,
public accommodations, and commercial
facilities, and it requires telephone com-
panies to offer telephone relay service
for individuals who use telecommunica-
tion devices for the deaf (TTYs) or simi-
lar devices.' The ADA includes a legal
definition of disability, in part defining a
person with a disability as one who has
“a physical or mental impairment that
substantially limits one or more major
life activities.”

Many groups, including government
agencies, advocacy organizations,
researchers, and the public at large,
monitor the effectiveness of these laws,
statutes, and programs. They seek to
assess the equality of opportunity for
people with and without disabilities in
education, employment, and other forms
of social participation. Since the various
programs and laws focus on different
groups of people, this report uses a vari-
ety of definitions of disability.?

' The U.S. Department of Justice maintains a Web
site devoted to information about the ADA at
<www.ada.gov>. “A Guide to Disability Rights Laws:
2002,” available at that Web site or at
<www.usdoj.gov/crt/ada/cguide.htm>, describes the
federal laws that specifically address the interests of
people with disabilities.

2 See Public Law 101-336, available at
<www.usdoj.gov/crt/ada/pubs/ada.txt>.

3 This report is an update of a previous report—
P70-73: Americans With Disabilities: 1997, which
contained statistical analysis about individuals with
disabilities.

The Survey of Income and Program
Participation (SIPP) contains questions
about the ability to perform a number of
activities. If a person reports having dif-
ficulty performing a specific activity, usu-
ally a follow-up question determines
whether or not the difficulty is severe.
Responses to these and related ques-
tions were used to arrive at two overall
measures of disability status—nonsevere
disability and severe disability—
described in Figure 1. In the detailed
tables and in the text, these activities are
grouped to allow analysis of subsets of
people with a disability.

The data in this report were collected
from June through September 2002 in
the fifth wave (interview) of the 2001
SIPP. The population represented (popu-
lation universe) is the civilian noninstitu-
tionalized population living in the United
States.* Thus, disabilities of the institu-
tionalized population, such as those in
nursing homes, are not reported.

Highlights

= In 2002, 51.2 million people (18.1 per-
cent of the population) had some level
of disability and 32.5 million (11.5 per-
cent of the population) had a severe
disability (Table A).

4 The estimates in this report (which may be
shown in text, figures, and tables) are based on
responses from a sample of the population and may
differ from the actual values because of sampling
variability or other factors. As a result, apparent dif-
ferences between the estimates for two or more
groups may not be statistically significant. All com-
parative statements have undergone statistical test-
ing and are significant at the 90-percent confidence
level unless otherwise noted.
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Figure 1.

Definition of Disability, Functional Limitations, Activities of Daily Living (ADLs),

and Instrumental Activities of Daily Living (IADLs)

A person has a disability if they have either a or \/

= Person is defined as having a nonsevere disability

/ = Person is defined as having a severe disability

Types of disabilities

Age

Under 3

3to5

6to 14

15 and
over

Used a wheelchair, a cane, crutches, or a walker

v

<

Had difficulty performing one or more functional activities
(seeing, hearing, speaking, lifting/carrying, using stairs, walking,
or grasping small objects)

]

Unable to perform or needed help to perform one or more of the
functional activities

<\

Had difficulty with one or more activities of daily living (ADLs included
getting around inside the home, getting in or out of bed or a chair,
bathing, dressing, eating, and toileting)

]

Unable to perform or needed help to perform one or more ADLs

<

<

Had difficulty with one or more instrumental activities of daily living
(IADLs included going outside the home, keeping track of money and
bills, preparing meals, doing light housework, taking prescription
medicines in the right amount at the right time, and using

the telephone)

I

Unable to perform or needed help to perform one or more IADLs

Had one or more specified conditions: a learning disability or some
other type of mental or emotional condition

B <

Had one or more specified conditions: mental retardation or another
developmental disability, or Alzheimer's disease

Had any other mental or emotional condition that seriously interfered
with everyday activities

Had a condition that limited the ability to work around the house or
made it difficult to remain employed

URNEN

Had one or more specified conditions: autism, cerebral palsy, mental
retardation, or another developmental disability

Had difficulty performing one or more functional activities (seeing,
hearing, speaking, walking, running, or taking part in sports)

Unable to perform or needed help to perform one or more of the
functional activities

Developmental delay

Difficulty walking, running, or playing

Difficulty moving arms or legs

Note: The concepts and methods used to define “disability,” ADLs, or IADLs are not unique to this report. The definitions for ADLs and
IADLs are consistent with those used by other agencies, including the Medicare Current Beneficiary Survey and the National Health
Interview Survey. See Related Materials for more details about the questionnaire or definition of disability.
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Table A.

Selected Disability Measures: 2002

(Numbers in thousands)

Number with specified characteristic Percent with specified characteristic
Category

Number | 90-percent C.L." (+) Percent| 90-percent C.L." (+)
Allages ...ttt 282,831 (NA) 100.0 (NA)
With adisability ............... . 51,235 1,020 18.1 0.4
Severe disability. . ............ 32,532 844 1.5 0.3
Age6yearsandolder...................... ...l 259,387 (NA) 100.0 (NA)
Needed personal assistance with an ADL or IADL...... 10,746 505 4.1 0.2
Age 15yearsandolder.............c..vviiiinnnnnn 222,226 1,134 100.0 (NA)
Used a wheelchair.................. ... ... n.. 2,707 257 1.2 0.1
Used a cane, crutches, orwalker .................... 9,144 467 4.1 0.2
Had difficulty seeing . ......... ... ... L. 7,868 434 3.5 0.2
Unabletosee................. ... ... ... 1,806 210 0.8 0.1
Had difficulty hearing .......... ... .. ... ... ... ..., 7,830 433 3.5 0.2
Unabletohear................................... 972 155 0.4 0.1
Age 25 t0 B4 Years .. ...ttt 149,031 1,337 100.0 (NA)
With any disability . ... 24,350 742 100.0 (NA)
Inpoverty .. ... 5,098 351 20.9 1.3
With a nonsevere disability . ...................... ... 8,217 444 100.0 (NA)
Inpoverty ... 924 151 1.2 1.7
With a severe disability ............................ 16,133 613 100.0 (NA)
Inpoverty ... 4,174 319 25.9 1.7
No disability . ... 124,681 1,324 100.0 (NA)
Inpoverty .. ... 9,590 478 7.7 0.4

NA Not applicable.

A 90-percent confidence interval is a measure of an estimate’s variability. The larger the confidence interval in relation to the size of the
estimate, the less reliable the estimate. For further information on the source of the data and accuracy of the estimates, including standard
errors and confidence intervals, go to <www.sipp.census.gov/sipp/sourceac/S&A-2_sipp2001_w1tow9_20050214.pdf>.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Survey of Income and Program Participation, June—September 2002.

= About 10.7 million people ages 6
and over needed personal assis-
tance with one or more activities
of daily living (ADL) or instru-
mental activities of daily living
(IADL), defined in Figure 1.

= Among the population 15 and
older, 2.7 million used a wheel-
chair. Another 9.1 million used
an ambulatory aid such as a
cane, crutches, or walker.

= Approximately 7.9 million peo-
ple 15 and older had difficulty
seeing words and letters in ordi-
nary newspaper print, including
1.8 million people who reported
being unable to see.

= An estimated 7.8 million people
15 and older had difficulty
hearing a normal conversation,
including approximately

1.0 million who reported being
unable to hear.

= The poverty rate for people 25 to
64 with no disability was 7.7
percent; the rate was 11.2 per-
cent for people with a nonsevere
disability and 25.9 percent for
people with a severe disability.

DISABILITY PREVALENCE BY
AGE AND SEX

In 2002, 18.1 percent of the 282.8
million people in the civilian nonin-
stitutionalized population reported
having a disability (Table 1).
Among the 51.2 million people
with a disability, 32.5 million

(11.5 percent of all people) had a
severe disability. About 10.7 mil-
lion (4.1 percent of the population
age 6 and over) needed personal

assistance with one or more ADLs
or IADLs.

Figure 2 shows that older people
were more likely than younger
people to report having a disabil-
ity. The disability rate for each age
group was successively higher
than for the next younger group,
resulting in the highest percentage
of people with disabilities among
people 80 and older (71.7
percent).® With a disability rate of
19.4 percent, people 45 to 54
years old were more than twice as
likely to have a disability as people
under 15 (8.4 percent) and half as
likely as people 65 to 69 years old
(38.4 percent).

° The percentage of people age 15 to 24
with a disability was not statistically different
from people age 25 to 44 with a disability.
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The relationship between age and
disability holds as well for rates of
severe disability and for the per-
centage of people needing per-
sonal assistance.® About 12.6 per-
cent of people 45 to 54 years old
had a severe disability and 3.8 per-
cent needed personal assistance.
For people 65 to 69 years old, the
percentages were 25.4 percent and
8.2 percent, respectively.

Overall, the majority of people
with disabilities were female,

28.2 million (19.5 percent of all
females), while 23.0 million were
male (16.7 percent of all males), as
shown in Table 1. Among people
with a severe disability, 18.4 mil-
lion were females and 14.1 million
were males, with 6.6 million
females and 4.1 million males
requiring personal assistance.

In the population younger than 15
years, disability was more preva-
lent among boys (10.5 percent)
than girls (6.3 percent). Similarly,
for people age 15 to 24, women
had lower rates of disability than
men, 9.5 percent and 11.4 percent,
respectively. Among older age
groups, the reverse was true.” For
people 45 to 54, women had a
higher prevalence of disability,
21.9 percent, compared with 16.7
percent for men. Among the popu-
lation 65 years and older, 10.9 mil-
lion women (55.9 percent) and 6.7
million men (47.4 percent) had a
disability. The rate for women
with a severe disability (40.5 per-
cent) in this age group was higher
than for men (31.9 percent).

¢ People who required personal assis-
tance were considered to have a severe dis-
ability.

7 The percentage of women age 75 to 79
with a disability was not statistically differ-
ent from that of men age 75 to 79 with a
disability.

Figure 2.

Disability Prevalence and the Need for

Assistance by Age: 2002

(Percent)
Age

Under 15 years

[ Any disability
[ Severe disability
] Needs assistance

1510 24
25 to 44
19.4
45 to 54 12.6
3.8
28.1
55 to 64 19.3
5.4
38.4
65 to 69 25.4
8.2
70 to 74 46.9
t© 30.1
11.8
53.9
75to0 79 36.1
16.0
71.7
80 years and over 57.0
[30.0

Note: Children under 6 years old were not asked about activities of daily living.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Survey of Income and Program Participation,

June-September 2002.

DISABILITY PREVALENCE BY
RACE AND HISPANIC ORIGIN

Among non-Hispanic Whites, men
tended to have higher disability
rates than women at younger ages;
at older ages, men had lower rates
than women (Table 1). For all ages,
the rate for the presence of a dis-
ability among Asians or Pacific
Islanders was 11.5 percent, among
non-Hispanic Whites was 19.0 per-
cent, and among Blacks was

19.8 percent.® Asians or Pacific
Islanders had the lowest prevalence
both of a severe disability, 7.2 per-
cent, and of the need for assistance,
2.5 percent. Blacks had the highest
of those rates, at 14.0 percent and
4.7 percent, respectively.® The rates

& The percentage of non-Hispanic Whites
with a disability was not statistically different
from the percentage of Blacks with a disability.

° The percentage of Asians or Pacific
Islanders who needed assistance was not
statistically different from that of Hispanics
who needed assistance.
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for Hispanics (who may be any
race) were 8.8 percent and
2.9 percent, respectively.'

ANALYSIS OF
SPECIFIC MEASURES

Communication and
Visual Impairments

Among people 15 and older,

14.8 million had difficulty seeing,
hearing, or speaking (Table 2).
People with a communication or
visual impairment were considered
to have a disability if they had diffi-
culty seeing small print in a news-
paper even when wearing glasses if
they normally wear them (7.9 mil-
lion), hearing a normal conversation
(7.8 million), or having their speech
understood (2.6 million)." Among
people with these conditions (14.8
million), 20.8 percent (3.1 million)
had a severe disability—they were
unable to see small print in a news-
paper (1.8 million), hear a normal
conversation (1.0 million), or have
their speech understood by others
(610,000).

Upper and Lower Body
Limitations

Table 2 presents data for people
who had an ambulatory disability or
who had difficulty with selected
physical tasks of the upper or lower
body. About 25 million people 15
and older (11.4 percent) had an
ambulatory disability. People with
an ambulatory disability included
those who reported using a wheel-
chair or similar device (2.7 million),
using a cane, crutches, or walker
(9.1 million), or having difficulty in

'® Because Hispanics may be any race,
data in this report for Hispanics overlap with
data for racial groups. Data users should
exercise caution when interpreting aggregate
results for these groups because they con-
sist of many distinct subgroups that differ in
socioeconomic characteristics, culture, and
recency of immigration.

"' The number of people who had diffi-
culty seeing was not statistically different
from the number who had difficulty hearing.

one or both of the following capa-
bilities: walking a quarter of a mile
(20.9 million) or climbing a flight of
stairs (20.5 million).

People with limitations with upper
body mobility and functioning con-
stituted 8.2 percent of the popula-
tion 15 and older. These disabili-
ties included difficulty lifting and
carrying something as heavy as 10
pounds (15.4 million) and difficulty
grasping objects (6.7 million).

Several other questions on selected
limitations of the upper and lower
body were asked in the survey but
were not included in the disability
definition. An estimated 21.7 mil-
lion people reported having diffi-
culty moving a large chair, 22.1 mil-
lion reported difficulty standing for
1 hour or longer, 9.2 million had
trouble sitting for 1 hour or longer,
25.0 million had difficulty crouch-
ing, and 10.9 million reported diffi-
culty reaching overhead.

Personal Assistance

Several questions in the survey
asked people if they had difficulty
with an ADL or IADL and if per-
sonal assistance was needed to
perform the activity. ADLs
included difficulty getting around
inside the home, getting in or out
of a bed or chair, taking a bath or
shower, dressing, eating, and get-
ting to or using the toilet. IADLs
included difficulty going outside
the home alone, keeping track of
money, preparing meals, doing
light housework, taking prescrip-
tion medicines appropriately, and
using the telephone.

About 8.1 million people 15 and
older (3.6 percent) had difficulty
with one or more of the six ADLs
and 4.5 million required personal
assistance (Table 2). With regard
to the six IADLs, 13.2 million peo-
ple had difficulty with at least one

and about three-fourths of this
population (10.1 million) needed
personal assistance. Taking into
consideration people who had diffi-
culties with one or more ADLs or
IADLs, 10.6 million (4.8 percent)
needed assistance. About 5.1 mil-
lion (2.3 percent) required personal
assistance with three or more of
the activities.

Cognitive, Mental, and
Emotional Functioning

People with limitations in cognitive
functioning or a mental or emo-
tional illness that interfered with
their daily activities accounted for
6.4 percent of the population or
14.3 million people (Table 2).
Using questions on these types of
conditions, the SIPP identified:

= 7.9 million people with one or
more selected conditions (learn-
ing disability; mental retarda-
tion; Alzheimer’s disease, senil-
ity, or dementia; or other mental
or emotional condition);

= 7.9 million people with one or
more selected symptoms that
seriously interfered in their
everyday lives (frequently
depressed or anxious, trouble
getting along with others, trou-
ble concentrating, or trouble
coping with stress);

= 4.8 million people with difficulty
managing money/bills.

(The SIPP excludes those living in
institutions.)

Work Limitations

The SIPP questions on work limita-
tions took several forms. For each
month of the 2001 panel, the sur-
vey recorded whether working-age
people (in 2002, approximately
184.4 million people aged 16 to
64) had a physical, mental, or
other health condition that pre-
vented or limited the work they

U.S. Census Bureau



Definitions of a Disability in a Communication, Mental, or Physical Domain

People 15 years and older were identified as having
a disability in a communication domain if they met
any of the following criteria:

1. Had difficulty seeing, hearing, or speaking.
2. Blind or deaf.

3. Identified one or more related conditions as the
cause of a reported activity limitation (blindness
or vision problem, deafness or hearing problem,
or speech disorder).

People 15 years and older were identified as having
a disability in a physical domain if they met any of
the following criteria:

1. Used a wheelchair, cane, crutches, or walker.

2. Had difficulty with one or more functional activi-

ties (walking a quarter of a mile, climbing a flight

of stairs, lifting something as heavy as a 10-

pound bag of groceries, grasping objects, getting

in or out of bed).

3. Identified one or more related conditions as the

cause of a reported activity limitation (arthritis or

rheumatism; back or spine problems; broken

bone or fracture; cancer; cerebral palsy; diabetes;
epilepsy; head or spinal cord injury; heart trouble

or hardening of arteries; hernia or rupture; high
blood pressure; kidney problems; lung or

respiratory problems; missing legs, arms, feet,
hands, or fingers; paralysis; stiffness or defor-
mity of legs, arms, feet, or hands; stomach/
digestive problems; stroke; thyroid problems; or
tumor, cyst, or growth).

People 15 years and older were identified as having
a disability in a mental domain if they met any of
the following criteria:

1. Had one or more specified conditions (a learning
disability, mental retardation or another develop-
mental disability, Alzheimer’s disease, or some
other type of mental or emotional condition).

2. Had any other mental or emotional condition that
seriously interfered with everyday activities (fre-
quently depressed or anxious, trouble getting
along with others, trouble concentrating, or trou-
ble coping with day-to-day stress).

3. Had difficulty managing money/bills.

4, |dentified one or more related conditions as the
cause of a reported activity limitation (attention
deficit hyperactivity disorder; autism; learning
disability; mental or emotional problems; mental
retardation; or senility, dementia, or Alzheimer’s).
Note: The domain groupings are not unique to this report but

are consistent with those used in previous reports. Limitations
that have no clear placement in any domain were not included.

could do at a job or business.
While 17.4 million people (or

9.4 percent) reported this condi-
tion, they were not automatically
counted as people with disabilities
since the answer to this question
was not part of the definition of
disability. Refer to the section on
Related Materials and Figure 1 for

employed or find a job. Of the
population 16 and older, 8.3 per-
cent (18.2 million) were limited in
the kind or amount of housework
they could do, and of those, 28.6
percent (5.2 million) were pre-
vented from doing housework.

Disability Domains

to several questions were used to
arrive at the overall measures of
each domain, described in
“Definitions of a Disability in a
Communication, Mental, or
Physical Domain” shown above.
Table 2 displays data on people
with disabilities by age and
domain. About 26.0 million peo-

further details.

The Wave 5 disability supplement
of the SIPP included questions on
limitations on two types of work:
work at a job and working around
the house. Of 16-to-64-year-olds,
6.4 percent (11.8 million) reported
the presence of a condition that
made it difficult to remain

Disabilities were classified in one
of three domains: communication,
physical, or mental.'? Responses

12 Disabilities are categorized based on
their specific nature; for example, a disability
caused by arthritis is in the physical domain.
About 1.5 million individuals (3.1 percent of
people with any disability) reported difficulty
with a general activity, such as working
around the house, or an ADL/IADL but did not
indicate any specific difficulty that would
allow classification by domain.

ple had disabilities in one domain
(communication—2.7 million; phys-
ical—18.9 million; mental—4.4 mil-
lion); 14.2 million people had dis-
abilities in two domains
(communication and physical—7.8
million; communication and men-
tal—651,000; physical and men-
tal—5.8 million); and 4.4 million

U.S. Census Bureau



Figure 3.
Percent Distribution of Perceived Health Status
for People 25 to 64 Years by Disability Status: 2002
[ Very good/excellent
[ Good
[ Fair/poor
72.5
63.1
41.2
33.4
23.8 25.4 24.2
12.7
3.7
1
No disability Not severe Severe
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Survey of Income and Program Participation,
June-September 2002.

people had disabilities in all three
domains.

Need for Personal Assistance

In 2002, 10.4 million people
needed personal assistance with
one or more ADLs or IADLs with
10.2 million people having at least
one helper (Table 3). Of the popu-
lation who needed assistance,

4.7 million had one helper, with
about one-fourth relying on their
children for assistance and about
one-third relying on their spouse.
Among those who needed assis-
tance, 5.6 million had two helpers,
and about half (2.8 million) of the
people using two helpers had help
only from relatives.

Most people (85.8 percent) who
reported an ADL or IADL beginning
less than one year prior to the inter-
view required assistance for less
than one year.”>? Among people who

'3 The survey asked respondents only the
duration of their main condition. The 11.9
percent of people whose main condition
began less than 1 year ago but who needed
assistance with ADL/IADL activities for 1
year or more may have been reporting the
effects of another condition.

had their condition for more than 5
years, one-half (51.8 percent)
required assistance for less time
than the duration of the condition
(5 years or less).'"* Overall, more
people reported needing assistance
for 1 to 5 years (40.7 percent) than
reported needing help for less than
1 year (23.3 percent) or needing
help for more than 5 years

(34.1 percent).

Of all people needing assistance,
most did not pay for help—

10.9 percent reported making any
monthly payments. Of those who
did pay, 374,000 people paid less
than $99 per month (3.6 percent of
people needing assistance),
320,000 people paid between $100
and $249 (3.1 percent), and
445,000 people paid more than
$249 (4.3 percent).”

'* About 1.9 percent of persons who had
their condition for more than 5 years did not
need assistance.

> The percentage of people who paid
less than $99 per month for assistance was
not statistically different from the percent-
age of people who paid between $100 and
$249 per month.

LIVING ARRANGEMENTS

Regardless of disability status, the
most frequent living arrangement
was married-couple families
(Table 4). Less common alterna-
tives were living in a male- or
female-headed family or not living
with any family (living alone or
with nonrelatives). About

67.6 percent of people age 25 to
64 without disabilities lived in
married-couple families, compared
with 59.6 percent of people with a
nonsevere disability and 50.1 per-
cent of people with a severe dis-
ability in the same age group.

People with disabilities were more
likely than people without disabili-
ties to live alone or with nonrela-
tives. Among people 25 to 64
years old, 18.9 percent without
disabilities lived alone or with non-
relatives, compared with 23.0 per-
cent with a nonsevere disability
and 27.8 percent with a severe dis-
ability. People 25 to 64 years old
with a severe or nonsevere disabil-
ity were more likely to be the
householder in a male- or female-
headed household (12.7 percent)
than people without a disability
(8.8 percent).

HEALTH ISSUES

Perceived Health Status

People who reported very good or
excellent health were less likely to
have a disability than people who
reported fair or poor health.
Among people 25 to 64 years old
with no disability, 72.5 percent
reported very good or excellent
health, 23.8 percent reported good
health, and 3.7 percent reported
fair or poor health (Figure 3). For
people with a nonsevere disability,
33.4 percent reported very good or
excellent health and 25.4 percent
reported fair or poor health. For
people with a severe disability,
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12.7 percent reported very good or
excellent health, while 63.1 percent
perceived their health to be fair or
poor. Among people 65 years and
older, 47.7 percent without a dis-
ability reported their health to be
very good or excellent, while 10.6
percent reported fair or poor health
(Table 4). Among people 65 years
and older with a severe disability,
8.7 percent reported very good or
excellent health, while about 66.6
percent reported fair or poor health.

Health Insurance
Coverage Status

Among 25-to-64-year-olds, most
people with no disability were cov-
ered by private or military health
insurance (81.3 percent), higher
than the rate for people with non-
severe disabilities (76.3 percent).'®
People with a severe disability were
more likely to be covered by
government-provided insurance
(45.9 percent) than were people
without a disability (3.6 percent), as
shown in Figure 4. Individuals cov-
ered by a government health plan
had either Medicare or Medicaid.
Of those with no disability, 0.7 per-
cent had Medicare coverage and

3.1 percent had Medicaid coverage
(Table 4). In comparison, 22.8 per-
cent of people with a severe disabil-
ity had Medicare and 32.9 percent
had Medicaid coverage. The health
insurance coverage rate from all
sources was the same for people
with no disability and those with a
nonsevere disability. The coverage
rate for people with a severe dis-
ability (81.3 percent) was lower

than the rate for people with no dis-

ability (84.1 percent).

'® Health insurance status is measured for
the month prior to interview. The estimates
by type of coverage are not mutually exclu-
sive; people can be covered by more than
one type of health insurance.

Figure 4.

76.3

3.6

8.7

Percentage of People 25 to 64 Years Covered by
Health Insurance by Disability Status: 2002

[ Private/military
[] Government
[_] Not covered

45.5 45.9

17.2 18.7

No disability

June-September 2002.

Not severe

Severe

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Survey of Income and Program Participation,

EDUCATIONAL
ATTAINMENT

Table 4 presents data for differ-
ences in educational attainment by
disability status. About 10.4 per-
cent of people age 25 to 64 with no
disability did not finish high school.
The rate was higher for people with
a disability—14.6 percent for peo-
ple with a nonsevere disability and
26.6 percent for people with a
severe disability. A higher propor-
tion of people with no disability
were college graduates (43.1 per-
cent) than people with a nonsevere
(32.5 percent) or severe disability
(21.9 percent). Similarly, for people
65 years and older, 20.9 percent
without a disability had no high
school diploma, in comparison with
25.1 percent with a nonsevere dis-
ability and 38.6 percent with a
severe disability.

PROGRAM PARTICIPATION

Program participation or public
assistance, in the form of cash
assistance, food stamps, or public
housing, was less prevalent among

people with no disability or a non-
severe disability than among those
with a severe disability. Among
people 25 to 64 years old without
a disability, 6.9 percent received
some form of public assistance. In
comparison, 14.3 percent of
people with a nonsevere disability
received some form of public assis-
tance: 9.5 percent received cash
assistance, 5.0 percent received
food stamps, and 3.0 percent
resided in public or subsidized
housing. About 52.7 percent of
people with a severe disability
received some form of public assis-
tance—46.0 percent had cash
assistance, 17.2 percent had food
stamps, and 10.3 percent resided
in public or subsidized housing
(Table 4).

INCOME AND
POVERTY STATUS

People with no disability were less
likely than those with disabilities to
have low levels of personal income
and to live in households with
lower household income (Table 4).
Of people age 25 to 64 with no
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Figure 5.

Percentage of People 21 to 64 Years Employed in
the Previous 12 Months by Disability Status: 2002

[ Employed full-time, year-round
] Employed part-time, year-round
[_1 Unemployed year-round

June-September 2002.

57.5
52.6
43.6
18.1
11.8 12.8
No disability Not severe Severe

Note: Year-round employment and unemployed status are based on data from prior
12 months of interview—June 2001-May 2002.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Survey of Income and Program Participation,

disability, 39.3 percent had per-
sonal income of less than $20,000
and 12.3 percent lived in house-
holds with total household income
below $20,000. In comparison,
among people with a honsevere dis-
ability, 47.6 percent had personal
income less than $20,000 and 18.3
percent lived in households with
total household income below
$20,000. Among people with a
severe disability, 76.6 percent had
personal income below $20,000
and

37.8 percent lived in households
with total household income below
$20,000. More than one-fourth
(25.7 percent) of people with no
disability had household incomes of
$80,000 or more, in comparison
with 18.1 percent of people with a
nonsevere disability and 9.2 percent
with a severe disability.

Of those age 25 to 64, about

7.7 percent of people with no dis-
ability were in poverty, compared
with 11.2 percent with a nonsevere
disability and 25.9 percent with a
severe disability.

EMPLOYMENT AND
DISABILITY

Work Limitations

Table 4 presents data for people
age 25 to 64 who reported a
limitation on or prevention from
working by prevalence of disabil-
ity. Among people with no disabil-
ity, 2.3 percent reported a work
limitation due to a long-lasting
physical or mental health condi-
tion, and 1.0 percent reported pre-
vention from working. About one-
fifth of people with a nonsevere
disability reported a work limita-
tion and 5.7 percent were pre-
vented from working. People with

a severe disability more frequently
reported an inability to work than
a limitation—approximately one-
sixth of people with a severe dis-
ability (15.8 percent) reported
being limited, but not prevented,
from working. In contrast, more
than half (55.0 percent) reported
prevention from working. People
with a limitation or prevention
from working were not automati-
cally counted as people with dis-
abilities since the answer to this
question was not part of the defini-
tion of disability. Refer to the sec-
tion on Related Materials and
Figure 1 for further details.

Employment and Earnings

Table 5 shows that more than half
(55.9 percent) of people age 21 to
64 with any type of disability had
some employment in the 12
months prior to the interview.
People with a nonsevere disability
were less likely than people with
no disability to report any employ-
ment—82.0 percent compared with
88.2 percent; people with a severe
disability were the least likely to
report any employment (42.5 per-
cent). Median earnings for people
with no disability were $25,000, in
comparison with $22,000 for peo-
ple with a nonsevere disability and
$12,800 for those with a severe
disability. Among people in the
labor force for the 12 months prior
to the interview, 52.6 percent with
no disability worked full-time, year-
round, in comparison with

43.6 percent with a nonsevere dis-
ability and 12.8 percent with a
severe disability (Figure 5). About
11.8 percent of people with no dis-
ability, 18.1 percent with a non-
severe disability, and 57.5 percent
with a severe disability were unem-
ployed year-round.

U.S. Census Bureau



Among the 16.9 million people age
21 to 64 with a severe disability,
7.3 million received Medicare,
Supplemental Security Income (SSI),
or social security, and 9.5 million
did not. By comparison, 64.5 per-
cent of the people who were not
covered by Medicare or receiving
SSI or social security were
employed, with median earnings of
$15,000, and 13.9 percent of peo-
ple in the 7.3 million covered by
Medicare or receiving SSI or social
security were employed with
median earnings of $3,700.

The percentage employed varied
among people with different dis-
abilities and different functional
limitations. For example, 55.3 per-
cent of people who had difficulty
seeing were employed; their
median earnings were $15,900.
About one-third of people with an
ADL were employed, with median
earnings of $13,100. The same
proportion of people with an IADL
were employed, with median earn-
ings of $11,300, not statistically
lower than the median earnings of
people with an ADL. People with
disabilities solely in the communi-
cations domain were more likely to
be employed (91.0 percent) than
people with disabilities solely in
the physical domain (56.0 percent)
or mental domain (61.6 percent).

Additional information on employ-
ment and earnings is available in
the materials referenced below in
the section on Related Materials.

Limitations and/or Prevention
From Working for People With
No Disability

Table 6 presents data for people
with no disability who reported a
limitation on or prevention from
working and receipt of federal assis-
tance. Of the 138.8 million people
with no disability, 1.8 million (1.3
percent) were limited in the kind or
amount of work they could perform

and 1.2 million (0.9 percent) were
prevented from working. People
who reported fair or poor health
were more likely than people report-
ing very good or excellent health to
report having a work limitation,
being prevented from working, or
receiving federal assistance in the
form of Medicare, SSI, or social secu-
rity. People covered by government
health insurance were more likely to
be prevented from working (9.3 per-
cent) than limited (3.3 percent).
People covered by government
health insurance were more likely
than those with private insurance to
receive federal assistance—23.7 per-
cent compared with 2.2 percent.

DISABILITY STATUS OF
CHILDREN UNDER
15 YEARS OLD

The SIPP topical module asked two
questions about the disability sta-
tus of children under 3 years old
and two questions about the dis-
ability status of children 3 to 5
years old. Among the 11.8 million
children under 3 years old,
235,000 (2.0 percent) had either a
developmental delay, difficulty
moving their arms or legs, or both
(Table 7). Among children 3 to 5
years old, 3.6 percent had a devel-
opmental delay; were limited in the
activities of walking, running, or
playing; or had both conditions.

Parents were asked a longer set of
qguestions about their children age
6 to 14. Out of the 37.2 million
children in this age group, 4.0 mil-
lion (10.9 percent) had a disability
and 1.4 million (3.9 percent) had a
severe disability. Children in this
age group were considered to have
a severe disability if one or more
of the following conditions were
met: (1) they had mental retarda-
tion or some other developmental
disability, (2) they had some other
developmental condition for which
they had received therapy or diag-
nostic services, (3) they used an

ambulatory aid, (4) they had a
severe limitation in the ability to
see, hear, or speak, or (5) they
needed personal assistance for an
activity of daily living.

Communication limitations among
children age 6 to 14 were defined
the same way as for adults. The
survey found 0.5 percent of chil-
dren had difficulty seeing,

0.5 percent had difficulty hearing,
and 2.1 percent had difficulty
speaking. Children who had diffi-
culty walking or running made up
2.0 percent of all children in this
age group.'” The proportion of
children who used a wheelchair or
other ambulatory aid was

0.2 percent.

Of the 8.4 percent of children who
had one or more selected develop-
mental conditions, 2.9 percent had a
learning disability, 0.6 percent had
mental retardation, 0.7 percent had
some other developmental disability,
such as autism or cerebral palsy, and
2.8 percent had some other develop-
mental condition that required ther-
apy or diagnostic services.'®

Seven percent of children age 6 to
14 had difficulty doing regular
schoolwork and 1.6 percent had
difficulty getting along with others.

COMPUTER USAGE BY
DISABILITY STATUS

Figure 6 shows the percentage of
people who use the computer or
Internet at home, school, work, or
other place by disability status.
Among the population age 15 to
64 with no disability, 60.7 percent

'” The percentage of children who had
difficulty speaking was not statistically dif-
ferent from that of children who had diffi-
culty walking or running.

'8 The percentage of children who had
mental retardation was not statistically differ-
ent from that of children who had some other
developmental disability. The percentage of
children with a learning disability was not sta-
tistically different from that of children who
had some other developmental condition that
required therapy or diagnostic services.
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Figure 6.

Computer and Internet Usage by Age and Disability Status: 2002

(Percent)
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Survey of Income and Program Participation, June-September 2002.
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used a computer and 50.9 percent
used the Internet at home. Among
people with a severe disability,
35.9 percent used a computer and
28.5 percent used the Internet at
home. The proportion was smaller
for the population 65 years and
older. Of people with no disability,
28.6 percent used a computer and
21.2 percent used the Internet at
home. The rates were lower for
people with a severe disability, as
11.7 percent used a computer and
7.5 percent used the Internet

at home.

RELATED MATERIALS

This report updates estimates
shown in Americans With
Disabilities: 1997, Series P70-73;
Americans With Disabilities:
1994-95, Series P70-61; and
Americans With Disabilities: 1991 -
92, Series P70-33. The definitions
differ slightly from those used in
previous versions of this report.
Previous reports included the fol-
lowing conditions as disabilities:
(1)if age 16 to 67 and had a
condition that limited the kind or
amount of work or prevented a
person from working at a job or
business; or (2) received federal

benefits in the form of Medicare or
SSI based on an inability to work.
These reports can be found on the
U.S. Census Bureau’s disability Web
site at <www.census.gov/hhes
/www/disability/disability.html>.
Additional tables presenting dis-
ability information from the SIPP
for 2002 and other years are also
available on the Web site. The dis-
ability questions included in the
SIPP Wave 5 Topical Module can be
found at the following Web site:
<WWW.sipp.census.gov/sipp
/top_mod/2001/quests/wave5
/topmod2001w5.html>.

U.S. Census Bureau




SOURCE AND ACCURACY
OF ESTIMATES

Source of the Data

The population represented
(population universe) in the

2001 SIPP is the civilian
noninstitutionalized population liv-
ing in the United States. The SIPP
is a longitudinal survey conducted
at 4-month intervals. The data in
this report were collected from
June through September 2002 in
the fifth wave (interview) of the
2001 SIPP. For the 2001 SIPP
Panel, approximately 50,500 hous-
ing units were in sample for Wave
1. Of the 45,000 eligible units,
35,100 units were interviewed. In
the fifth wave, about 26,800 hous-
ing units were interviewed. All
household members age 15 and
older were eligible to be inter-
viewed, with proxy response per-
mitted for household members not
available at the time of interview.
The institutionalized population,
which is excluded from the popula-
tion universe, is composed prima-
rily of the population in correc-
tional institutions and nursing
homes (91 percent of the 4.1 mil-
lion institutionalized population in
Census 2000).

Accuracy of the Estimates

Statistics from surveys are subject
to sampling and nonsampling error.
All comparisons presented in this
report have taken sampling error

into account and are significant at
the 90-percent confidence level
unless otherwise noted. This
means the 90-percent confidence
interval for the difference between
the estimates being compared does
not include zero. Nonsampling
errors in surveys may be attributed
to a variety of sources, such as how
the survey was designed, how
respondents interpret questions,
how able and willing respondents
are to provide correct answers, and
how accurately the answers are
coded and classified. The Census
Bureau employs quality control pro-
cedures throughout the production
process, including the overall
design of surveys, the wording of
guestions, review of the work of
interviewers and coders, and statis-
tical review of reports to minimize
these errors. The SIPP weighting
procedure uses ratio estimation,
whereby sample estimates are
adjusted to independent estimates
of the national population by age,
race, sex, and Hispanic origin. This
weighting partially corrects for bias
due to undercoverage, but biases
may still be present when people
who are missed by the survey differ
from those interviewed in ways
other than age, race, sex, and
Hispanic origin. How this
weighting procedure affects other
variables in the survey is not pre-
cisely known. All of these consider-
ations affect comparisons across
different surveys or data sources.

For further information on the
source of the data and accuracy of
the estimates, including standard
errors and confidence intervals, go
to <www.sipp.census.gov/sipp
/sourceac/S&A-1_SIPP2001_w1tow9
_20050214.pdf> or contact Sam
Sae-Ung of the Census Bureau’s
Demographic Statistical Methods
Division by e-mail
<Smanchai.Sae.Ung@census.gov>
or at 301-763-4221.

Additional information on the SIPP
can be found at the following Web
sites: <www.sipp.census.gov
/sipp/> (main SIPP Web site),
<WWW.Sipp.census.gov
/sipp/workpapr/wp230.pdf>
(SIPP Quality Profile), and
<WWW.Sipp.census.gov
/sipp/usrguide/sipp2001.pdf>
(SIPP User’s Guide).

For further information on the con-
tent of the report, contact Sharon
Stern of the Census Bureau’s
Housing and Household Economic
Statistics Division by e-mail
<Sharon.M.Stern@census.gov> or
at 301-763-3213.
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Table 3.

Receipt of Personal Assistance Among People 15 Years and Older Who Need Assistance

With an ADL/IADL: 2002

(Numbers in thousands)

e 90-percent Percent 90-percent
Selected characteristic Number C.L' (+) distribution C.L." (+)
All people who need assistance?............... 10,427 498 100.0 (NA)
Helpers. . ... 10,224 493 98.1 0.7
Person needing assistance has one helper............. 4,657 336 44.7 2.4
Relative
Child. ..o 1,162 169 11.1 1.5
SPOUSE . . 1,712 205 16.4 1.8
Parent ... ... 429 103 41 1.0
Otherrelative ........ ... 483 109 4.6 1.0
Nonrelative
Friend or neighbor. ....... ... ... .. . 316 88 3.0 0.8
Paid help. . ... 291 85 2.8 0.8
Other nonrelative. ............ .. i i 262 80 2.5 0.8
Person needing assistance has two helpers ............ 5,567 367 53.4 2.4
Bothrelated ....... ... o 2,809 262 26.9 2.2
One related, one notrelated .......................... 2,041 224 19.6 1.9
Neitherrelated. ......... ... . i 718 133 6.9 1.2
Person needing assistance has no helper .............. 203 71 1.9 0.7
Duration of Needing Assistance
Lessthan 1 year. ... ... ... 2,427 244 23.3 2.1
Tlo B years ..o 4,246 321 40.7 2.4
Morethan 5years. ...... ... 3,551 294 34.1 2.3
Duration of Condition and Duration of Needing
Assistance
Had condition less than 1 year........................... 563 118 100.0 (NA)
Needed assistance
Lessthan1year........ ... . i, 483 109 85.8 7.3
10 B YBAIS « ottt ettt e 40t 31 7.0 5.4
More than 5 years. ..............ouiuineennananan.. 25% 25 45 4.3
Did not need assistance .............. ... ..ol 154 19 2.6 3.3
Had condition 1to5years .....................oooott. 3,748 302 100.0 (NA)
Needed assistance
Lessthantyear.............cooiiiiiiiiiiii ... 978 155 26.1 3.6
TtoByears ... 2,005 222 53.5 4.0
Morethan 5years. ..., 692 130 18.5 3.1
Did not need assistance ............... ... ... ... 73t 42 2.0 1.1
Had condition for more than 5years. ..................... 6,116 384 100.0 (NA)
Needed assistance
Lessthan Tyear........... ... ... .. 966 154 15.8 2.3
Tl0 B years ..o 2,201 232 36.0 3.0
Morethan 5 years. ..., 2,834 263 46.3 3.2
Did notneed assistance ............... ... ... 115+ 53 1.9 0.9
Amount Paid for Help Per Month
B0 e 9,288 471 89.1 1.5
B1 10899, .. 374 96 3.6 0.9
$100t0 $249 ..o 320 89 3.1 0.8
$250 @Nd OVE . oottt e e 445 105 43 1.0

NA Not applicable.

*Since this estimate is less than 200,000 (implying questionably small sample size), the estimate, its confidence interval estimate, and
any other estimate associated with it are unlikely to be accurate enough to reveal useful information.

A 90-percent confidence interval is a measure of an estimate’s variability. The larger the confidence interval in relation to the size of the
estimate, the less reliable the estimate. For further information on the source of the data and accuracy of the estimates, including standard
errors and confidence intervals, go to <www.sipp.census.gov/sipp/sourceac/S&A-2_SIPP2001_w1tow9_20050214.pdf>.

2|ndividuals were asked if they required help from another person with one or more of the following activities: getting around inside, get-
ting in/out of bed/chair, bathing, eating, dressing, getting on/off the toilet, managing money, preparing meals, doing light housework, taking

prescriptions, going outside alone, and walking.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Survey of Income and Program Participation, June—September 2002.
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Table 4.

Selected Characteristics of Individuals 25 Years and Older by Disabilty Status: 2002

25 to 64 years 65 years and older
Characteristic 90- 90- 90- 90- 90- 90-
percent Not | percent percent percent Not | percent percent
Severe | C.I." (+) | severe |C.l." ()| None|C.L" ()| Severe|C.l." (+) | severe |C.l." ()| None|C.L" (%)
Total (thousands)...| 16,133 613| 8,217 444 1124,681 1,324 | 12,444 542 | 5,202 355 | 16,096 612

Percent distribution ......... 100.0 (NA)| 100.0 (NA)| 100.0 (NA) | 100.0 (NA) | 100.0 (NA) | 100.0 (NA)

Relationship

In married-couple family ... .. 50.1 2.0 59.6 2.7 67.6 0.7 47.4 2.2 58.3 3.4 65.8 1.9
Family reference person. .. 45.5 1.9 58.0 2.7 65.0 0.7 43.1 2.2 56.8 3.4 64.3 1.9

In male- or female-headed

family ... 22.1 1.6 17.4 2.1 13.5 0.5 12.6 1.5 9.0 2.0 7.0 1.0
Householder ............. 12.7 1.3 12.7 1.8 8.8 0.4 7.5 1.2 6.1 1.6 4.7 0.8

Unrelated individual. ........ 27.8 1.8 23.0 2.3 18.9 0.6 37.6 2.2 32.7 3.2 27.2 1.7
Livesalone .............. 191 1.5 14.5 1.9 1.2 0.4 37.8 2.2 30.7 3.2 25.1 1.7

Perceived Health Status

Very good or excellent ... ... 12.7 1.3 33.4 2.6 72.5 0.6 8.7 1.3 22.7 2.9 47.7 2.0

Good. ... 24.2 1.7 41.2 2.7 23.8 0.6 247 1.9 45.2 3.4 417 1.9

Fairorpoor................ 63.1 1.9 25.4 2.4 3.7 0.3 66.6 21 32.1 3.2 10.6 1.2

Health Insurance Coverage

Status?

With health insurance . ...... 81.3 1.5 82.8 21 84.1 0.5 99.2 0.4 99.5 0.5 99.0 0.4
Private or military......... 455 1.9 76.3 2.3 81.3 0.5 66.1 21 78.5 2.8 80.3 1.6
Government (Medicare or

Medicaid). .............. 45.9 1.9 8.7 1.5 3.6 0.3 97.4 0.7 97.2 1.1 95.9 0.8
Medicare ................ 22.8 1.6 2.1% 0.8 0.7 0.1 94.0 1.1 96.3 1.3 95.2 0.8
Both Medicare and
private or military . .. ... 7.6 1.0 1.2+ 0.6 0.3 0.1 64.1 2.1 76.2 2.9 77.2 1.6
Medicaid ................ 32.9 1.8 71 1.4 3.1 0.2 16.2 1.6 6.4 1.7 5.1 0.9
Both Medicaid and
Medicare ............. 9.9 1.2 0.6* 0.4 0.1% 0.0 12.8 1.5 5.5 1.6 4.3 0.8

No health insurance ........ 18.7 1.5 17.2 2.1 15.9 0.5 0.8* 0.4| o0.5* 0.5 1.0* 0.4

Education

Not a high school graduate . . 26.6 1.7 14.6 1.9 10.4 0.4 38.6 2.2 251 3.0 20.9 1.6

High school graduate ....... 34.2 1.9 32.7 2.6 28.5 0.6 325 21 36.6 3.3 33.5 1.8

Somecollege .............. 17.3 1.5 20.2 2.2 18.0 0.5 12,5 1.5 14.3 2.4 15.8 1.4

College graduate . .......... 21.9 1.6 32.5 2.6 43.1 0.7 16.5 1.7 23.9 2.9 29.7 1.8

Program Participation

Any form of public

assistance................ 52.7 2.0 14.3 1.9 6.9 0.4 96.5 0.8 96.2 1.3 94.5 0.9

Cash assistance............ 46.0 1.9 9.5 1.6 3.3 0.3 96.2 0.8 96.2 1.3 94.4 0.9

Supplemental security

income................. 20.9 1.6 1.7% 0.7 0.3 0.1 9.0 1.3 3.3¢ 1.2 2.1 0.6
Social security ........... 29.2 1.8 6.5 1.3 2.5 0.2 92.8 1.1 95.2 1.5 93.8 0.9
Other cash assistance ... . 3.4 0.7 1.7% 0.7 0.6 0.1 0.3* 03| o0.3* 04| o02* 0.2

Food stamps............... 17.2 1.5 5.0 1.2 2.9 0.2 6.1 1.1 2.3% 1.0 1.5 0.5

Public/subsidized housing . .. 10.3 1.2 3.0 0.9 2.0 0.2 6.9 1.1 4.0 1.4 1.8 0.5

Individual Income

Less than $20,000.......... 76.6 1.7 47.6 2.7 39.3 0.7 79.4 1.8 66.0 3.3 59.5 1.9

$20,000 to $39,999......... 16.1 1.4 31.7 25 32.8 0.7 171 1.7 25.5 3.0 27.5 1.7

$40,000 to $59,999......... 4.6 0.8 12.5 1.8 15.6 0.5 2.4 0.7 5.3 1.5 7.3 1.0

$60,000 to $79,999......... 1.6 0.5 4.5 1.1 6.2 0.3 0.6* 0.3 1.2% 0.7 2.8 0.6

$80,000 and over........... 1.2% 0.4 3.7 1.0 6.1 0.3 0.5% 0.3 1.9% 1.0 2.9 0.7

Household Income

Less than $20,000.......... 37.8 1.9 18.3 21 12.3 0.5 45.9 2.2 32.3 3.2 26.7 1.7

$20,000 to $39,999......... 27.6 1.7 25.9 2.4 23.1 0.6 32.6 2.1 38.5 3.4 35.7 1.9

$40,000 to $59,999......... 16.1 1.4 22.5 2.3 22.3 0.6 12.6 1.5 14.8 2.4 17.5 1.5

$60,000 to $79,999 . ........ 9.4 1.1 15.1 2.0 16.6 0.5 4.4 0.9 6.1 1.7 9.5 1.1

$80,000 and over........... 9.2 1.1 18.1 2.1 25.7 0.6 45 0.9 8.3 1.9 10.7 1.2

Poverty Status

Inpoverty.................. 25.9 1.7 1.2 1.7 7.7 0.4 15.0 1.6 8.2 1.9 5.9 0.9

Not in poverty .............. 741 1.7 88.8 1.7 92.3 0.4 85.0 1.6 91.8 1.9 941 0.9
See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 4.
Selected Characteristics of Individuals 25 Years and Older by Disabilty Status: 2002—Con.

25 to 64 years 65 years and older
Characteristic 90- 90- 90- 90- 90- 90-
percent Not | percent percent percent Not | percent percent

Severe | C.I." (+) | severe |C.l." (+)| None|C.L" ()| Severe|C.l." (+) | severe |C.l." ()| None|C.L" (%)

Working at a Job (X)
Limited in the kind or amount

of work that can be done. .. 70.8 1.8 19.6 2.2 2.3 0.2 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)

Prevented from working . .. 55.0 1.9 5.7 1.3 1.0 0.1 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)
Not prevented from

working . .........einn.. 15.8 1.4 13.9 1.9 1.3 0.2 (NA) (NA) | (NA) (NA) | (NA) (NA)

NA Not applicable. X Not part of the definition of disability.

*Since this estimate is less than 200,000 (implying questionably small sample size), the estimate, its confidence interval estimate, and
any other estimate associated with it are unlikely to be accurate enough to reveal useful information.

A 90-percent confidence interval is a measure of an estimate’s variability. The larger the confidence interval in relation to the size of the
estimate, the less reliable the estimate. For further information on the source of the data and accuracy of the estimates, including standard
errors and confidence intervals, go to <www.sipp.census.gov/sipp/sourceac/S&A-2_SIPP2001_w1tow9_20050214.pdf>.

2The estimates by type of coverage are not mutually exclusive; people can be covered by more than one type of health insurance during
the year.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Survey of Income and Program Participation, June—September 2002.
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U.S. Department of Commerce
Economics and Statistics Administration
U.S. CENSUS BUREAU

Washington, DC 20233
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