
Yvette Clarke
United StateS RepReSentative

democRat FRom new YoRk

Congressional Committees: 
education and Labor 
Homeland Security 
Small Business

Born: november 21, 1964, Brooklyn, new York

Family: Single

eduCation: attended oberlin college, 1982–1986 

military: n/a

PolitiCal Career: new York city council, 2002–2006 

ProFessional Career: public policy, public service 
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*The closing date for this volume was December 31, 2007. 
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Keith Ellison
United StateS RepReSentative

democRat FRom minneSota

Congressional Committees:  
Financial Services 
Judiciary

Born: august 4, 1963, detroit, michigan

Family: wife: kim; children: Jeremiah, isaiah, elijah, and 
amirah

eduCation: B.a., wayne State University, 1986; J.d., 
University of minnesota, 1990

military: n/a

PolitiCal Career: minnesota state house of 
representatives, 2003–2006

ProFessional Career: Lawyer and  
community activist

Hank Johnson
United StateS RepReSentative

democRat FRom geoRgia

Congressional Committees:  
armed Services 
Judiciary 
Small Business

Born: october 2, 1954, washington, dc

Family: wife: mereda davis Johnson; children: Randi 
and alex

eduCation: B.a., clark atlanta University, 1979; J.d., 
texas Southern University, 1979

military: n/a

PolitiCal Career: dekalb county (ga) board  
 of commissioners, 2001–2006 

ProFessional Career: Lawyer
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Laura Richardson
United StateS RepReSentative

democRat FRom caLiFoRnia

Congressional Committees:  
transportation and infrastructure 
Science and technology

Born: april 14, 1962, Los angeles, california

Family: divorced

eduCation: B.a., political science, University  
of california at Los angeles, 1984; m.B.a., University  
of Southern california, 1996

military: n/a

PolitiCal Career: Long Beach, california, city 
council, 2000–2006, tidelands and harbor committee 
chair, state legislation and environmental committee 
chair, budget oversight committee chair; california state 
assembly, 2006–2007, assistant speaker pro tempore

ProFessional Career: marketing representative, 
xerox corporation, 1987–2001; field representative 
(part-time), Representative Juanita millender-mcdonald, 
1996–1998; southern california director, california 
Lieutenant governor cruz Bustamante, 2001–2005. 

* elected on august 21, 2007, to fill the vacancy caused by the death  
of U.S. Representative Juanita millender-mcdonald
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