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UNDER ‘SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

'EFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGT ON, D.C.;20301-4000

AN 16 208

SECRETARY oF THEAIR FORCE

SUBIECT: Approval of Semce Plans to Comply thh the Optxonal Protocol to the

Confhct

‘The Seiiate: gave its:advice and cofisent to ratificationof the Optional Protocol to
‘the Convenuon on the'Rights of the € i Involvement of Childien in Armed Conflict

on June 18,2002. The United States’ 'became a party to this protocol on December 23,
'2002.

Attached are your respective plans to ensure compliance with:the pro\nsxons of the
protocol: They are: hereby approved for unplementanon Plesise tike appropriate
measuies to ensire:that your Military Department is in'fall comphance witli the terms of
the: Optmnal Protocol to-the Convention: of thc nghts of the Child:on Involvement of
Children in-Armieq Conﬂxct no laterithan Januaxy 23,2003..

Da\ndS C Chu
Attachments:
As stated,

et :
Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff

MNUULS



st
e

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

‘OFFICE-OF THE SECRETARY
__ 1000°NAVY. PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, D.C, 20350:1000"

reE 18 October 2002
MEMORANDUM. FOR' ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE (EMP)

In response: to your memo of: 21 -Aug’ 02 the Department of .

the Navy has completed a review. 0f both the. Navy ‘and Marine
Corps 1mp1ementation ‘plans for ‘treaty. Both Services are
in compliance with ‘the: requireme ‘of the: treaty and are able

to sustain that. compliance: once the treaty becories effective.

With: regard ti ' the: additional .guidelines in- your memo to
riot unduli’ reas: and units to which 17 year-olds are
0 ‘Aot put’ ccmmand_ers if ‘the field in the posxtion
11 their: troops of 17 year-olds, the Navy has:
ignmen bolster ‘the

he . ; Y J:é -yeers 6f age. The- Navy has
sufficient non-near‘ erm deploying units: to preclude an -adverse
impact .on. readiness :from this- policy change.

The Marine Corps is in the process. of establishing an
1mp1ementatlon process that incorporatea your guidelines while
‘continiing to balarce -¢ iveness and treaty
compliance. The dra Marine Corps implementation plan is
included at. Attachment 2. - .

My staff point of contact’ for cdoordination is CDR Cail
Murphy, 693-4489 oxr -;mu"rp_hy‘.(,c_arl?@hq_.lpaffx}.'-mi1'.

(ﬁaﬁpower and Resee Affairs)

Attachments:: . L :
(1) Navy Implementation Plan (NAVADMIN 030/01 dtd 10 Feb 01)

(2) (Draft) Marine Crops Implementation .Plan



mailto:iriurphy.carl@hq._iaVy.mil

DEPARTMENT OF 'THEARMY

1Al peuwsbu
'WASHINGTON, DC 203100111

September 30, -2902

ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
{(FORCE MANAGEMENT POLICY),

-SUBJECT: Implementation.of Service Procedtires to. Comply with Child So!d!er
Trea f—-lNF@RMATION MEMORANDUM

ReferencememrandumAstb (FMP); Augist 21, 2002, subject as above.

" enclosure; Wae believe the:policy will ensurgfull compliance with Article | of the
: Convenﬂen on. the--"Rig ts of the Child which requires *State ‘Parties to take all
. feasiblam nsure:that. embefs of their AnnedﬂForca who have.not )

The:Ammy will implement the pol;cy and.procedures outlined at the-

o ted (ncoNus betmanentparty coldiors.
ulx 3 2002), co_up[ed wrth the temporary melignblllty

Ass:stant Secre\a.ry of the Army
(Manpower and Reserve Affairs)
Enclosure
~ CF:
DCSPER, G-1
- Dir, ARNG
CAR
Printed o0 @wmw " .

_——— . o=
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‘Navadmin 030-01 unplement plan
RTAUZYUW RUENAAAO3‘54 0410204 UUUU—-RE?CRNAD
{ZNR UUUUD
R 1002062{ FEB, 01 ZYB biIN ‘PSN - 717959638
FM CNO WASHINGTON DC//Nl//
TO NAVAJMIN
B’I‘
UNCLAS .//N030007./
NAVADmN 030/01
‘MSGID/GENADMIN/NL//
' IMPLEMENTATIGN PLANS FOR AGE 18 ‘STANDARD POR PAR’I‘ICIPATION IN

" /COMBAT//
‘RBF/A/DOC/CNO ‘(N3N§L) MEMO pr 266 oommzwzoow/

3. *DIRECT PART IN Hos'rxu'rms'-
‘PARTICIPATION IN COMBAT. ‘THERE }
BETWEEN THE' ACTION OF m

ASSIGNMENT WILL NO'I' RESULT IN THE SERVICEME’MBER BEING PLACED INTO
IMMEDIATE AND' ACTUAL PARTICIPATION IN COMBAT

5. -IF A SERVICEMEMBER WHO HAS NOT AT’I‘AINED THE AGE OF 18: YEARS IS
ASSIGNED TO AN OPERATIONAL UNIT OF THE UNITED STATES NAVY, THE
SERVICEMEMBER MAY BE ASSIGNED' DUTIES COMMEINSURATE WITH -HIS OR HER
TRAINING' AND ABILITY. IF THE ‘OPERATIONAL. UNIT IS DEPLOYED TO A
POTENTIAL COMBAT SITUATIO V; THE: "COMQANDING OFFICER WILL .ASSBESS
WHETHER: THE SERVICEMEMBER'S DUTI: ARE .SUCH THAT THE SERVICEMEMBER
WILL BE DIRECTLY INVOLVED IN CAUSING HARM TO THE ENEMY, THAT IS, THE
COMMANDING OFFICER DETERMINES 'I’HERE WILL BE A DIRECT CAUSAL

PAGE 03 RUENAAAO354 UNCLAS
CONNECTION BETWEEN THE ACTION OF THE SERVICEMEMBER AND THE HARM DONE

Page I



Navadm1n 030 01 1mplement plan

.pxoczm wxfm uis ‘OR. HER MISSION AND- mz.x.owma THE' comz.z'rmn oF 'I’HE
MISSION SHALL REPORT THE CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING THE:

‘PAGE ‘04 RUBNAAA0354 ‘UNCLAS!
‘SERVICEMEMBER"S ‘PARTICTPATION:-.

'8+ 'RELEASED  BY VABI!NORB RYAN, JR:,; NY.//
BT .

Page 2
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‘WITH ALL MARINES,

86, TEL:CM (703) '186-9386//
TIREMENTS OF REFS A -AND B,
‘SHALL - PAKR: ALL ?RASIBDR

: UNDKE THE AGB OF 18 YEBARS DO NO’l‘

OMEAT ACTYON, THERE. MUST BE A DIRECT
|_THE ACTION OF THE' SERVICE MEMBER AND THE
_FOR EXAMPLE IT DOES NOT INCLUDR
SUPPORT FUNCTIONS NOR ‘CoMBAT

SERVICE SUPPO}
ON ‘“MIE_GROUND

o'm'ER’ LEVELS pabia MAINT: R ﬁ’.‘s‘ OF THRIA 15 YBAR OLD MARINES
AND ASSISTING AND ADVISING BATTALION/SQUADRON LEVEL COMMANDERS 1N
MARAIMTN,

C'OHPLYING WITH 'THE CONTENTS OF TAIS.

B. BAT'PAI‘ION/ SQUADRON LEVEL. CQMMANDERS SHOULD TAKE ALIL PEASBBDR

MBASURES TO ENSURE THAT 17 YEAR GLD’ MARINES DO NOT TAKE: DIRFECI* PART

IN HOSTILITIES. SAFEGUARDING AND PROTECTING 17 YBAR OLD MRIN'E AS
IS OF THE U’TMOST mPORTANCB , BUD HUST NO'P

UNNBCESSARILY ‘TNPERFERE % TH THE PRIMARY: RESPONSIBILITY OF MISSION

ACCOMPLIW MISSION: ACCOMPLIW AND WELFARE OF' THE UNIT SHOULD

BE F OREHOS'P IN THE MINDS OF THE C'QMMANDER

C. ‘]'I'IE COMMANDER SHOULD: WEIGH THE MISSION RBQUIREMENTS AGAINST 'I'HE

Page 1 Tt 7. e




PRACTICABILITY OF |
70 cows:u)sn ww

g ? THOTm: AR 5 ATE ACTION IN BB[,F-pggmsn
COMMAND \ RGB m m vacm
BXCI;UDB v YEAR OLDS E'ROH ASSIGWI' '1'0 e UNITS 17 I'l‘!!. oR m

-

‘Page 2
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
© WASHINGTON DC

‘Offce of tie Assiskint Secrotary | | 26 52 1

MEMORAND UMFORASSISTANTSB ETARY OF DEFENSE (FORCE
o MAR NT POLICY)

SUBJECT: Tmplementation of -Semce Procediires o Comply with Child Soldier Treaty
: (Re: Yr2l Aug memo, Same' Subject) )

We Teviewed:ouir Child Soldier Treaty Implemenmﬁon Plax in light of the additional
ide ested. 'We're satisfied the pla migets the spirit and intent of the tréaty Without
ctions yownoted. You will find'the Air: ‘Force ifplémentation plan at the

:Attachment:
Timplemesitation Plan - Child Soldier Treaty



g

Air Forcé Irplemeatation Plan - Child Saldier Treaty

Cmmt AF pohcy‘ dmgnates minimum age: for assignment to'a Hostile Fire/Imminent
, 2.13 states, “A__F members must beat

ient danger

Thcse éods vnll pmmpt the )
;theproposed i action &1
- 'to a hosule ﬁre/immment da::ger

ployment NCO will continue to

ited completion dateisi30 Jan

.P':. az



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
‘ 4000 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, DC 20301-4000

MG 21

FORCE MANAGEMENT
POLICY

MEMORANDUM FOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY ‘OF THE-ARMY FOR

ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE FOR
MANPOWER AND RESERVE.AFFAIRS

the provmons'o ,the ‘ea
Service constraints;onassi -
treaty; and placmg tesponsibility on: cominanders-on the ground to make the decmon on
the duties of theix 17-year:old service:members during times:of hostilities.

Before'T approve your Service’s implementation plans, T request you conduct a
review of your plans in hght of two:additional gmdelmes

- @ Do notundulyirestrict aréas and units'to which  17-year olds are assigned

beyoid what is actually required by the terins of the treaty; and,

* Do not'put:commanders in the field in‘the:position of having to cull through
their:troops to determine-who-is:under<18-and then‘how:to limit their duties dunng
times:of hostilities:

T have-also included the written statement: from.the: Deputy Assistant Secretary of
Defense for’ Nego’uanons Policyto the Senate Foreign. Relations Committee for-your
inférmation and use in your review..

Please submiit the reésults of 3 yourreview-dnd a:copy of your Service
implementation plai o later than’ September 13,2002,

©Charles 5. Abell

Attachments
As stated.



