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FAST FACTS

· GSA is responsible for the design, construction, operation and maintenance of more than 8,600 federally-owned facilities, including 425 historic properties, that house more than one million civilian employees of the federal government at 60 different agencies. 
· GSA owns or leases more than 352 million square feet of office space, making it the largest commercial real estate agency in the nation.
· According to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, all buildings in the United States account for 39% of total energy use; 12% of total water consumption; 68% of total electricity consumption; and 38% of U.S. carbon dioxide emissions.
· GSA’s overall energy conservation program began in 1973. Since then, cost-avoidance and energy-conservation measures have delivered more than $2.25 billion in savings. Between 1985 and 2005, GSA achieved a 30% reduction in energy consumed by federal buildings. 
· The five environmental categories by which buildings are evaluated for LEED certification are: sustainable sites; water efficiency; energy and atmosphere; materials and resources; and indoor environmental quality. An additional category addresses innovation and design process. 
· Buildings can be awarded a LEED rating in one of four categories: Certified, Silver, Gold, and Platinum.  

· As of July 2007, GSA has earned a LEED rating for 24 buildings. Of these, six (6) have achieved the “Certified” level; eight (8) are “Silver”; ten (10) are “Gold.”

· The Energy Policy Act of 2005 required federal agencies to apply, where and when cost-effective from a life-cycle perspective, sustainable design principles to the siting, design and construction of all new buildings. 

· Executive Order 13423 requires federal agencies to ensure that new construction and major renovation projects comply with the Guiding Principles for Federal Leadership in High Performance and Sustainable Buildings. 

· The Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007 requires GSA to establish an Office of High Performance Federal Green Buildings and mandates that new buildings and major renovations be designed so that fossil-fuel consumption is reduced by 55 percent by 2010.
	
For more information about GSA’s sustainability initiatives, 
visit gsa.gov and click on “Go Green.”
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