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CleanWater ActWeighs In On Columbia Salmon Recovery

EPARegion 10, Oregon,
and Washington have
officiallyinvokedtheClean
WaterActineffortsto
restore Northwestsalmon
populationsinthe
ColumbiaRiver

t al stted in December,
when EPA, the OregonDe-
partmentofEnvironmental
Quiality,andthe Washington
DepartmentofEcologysent
theU.S. ArmyCorpsof

Engineers  a leter. The letier
asseted  the  responshiiies

of EPA the states, and tibes
undertheCleanWaterActin
themanagementofthe
FederalColumbiaRiver
PowerSystem. Theletter
requeststheU.S.Corpsof
Engineerstocomplywith

sate and tbal  water qualiy
standardswithspecificfocus
onwatertemperatureand
dissolvedgasinandaround
theirdamsonthe Columbia
andSnakeRiver. Corps
damsprovidecheap,plent-

ful  hydroelectric power to the

Northwest. EPA, Washing-
ton,andOregonaskedthe
Corpsforalistofmeasures
andaschedulebyMarch 15,
1998. AndinaDecember
meetingwithBrigadierGen-
Division Commander, Chuck
ClarkereaffirmedEPA's
commitmenttoworkaggres-
sivelywiththe!

upholdthe CleanWaterAct.

S

t s a daiical ime for EPAD
getinvolved. TheNorthwest
isfacinganimportantdeci-
sionin1999onthefutureof
salmonrecovery. Withthe

1991 Endangered Species
Act(ESA)iistingofSnake
RiverChinook,theNational
MarineFisheriesService
developeda'BiologicalOpin-
ion”onthe Columbia/Snake
hydropowersystem. The
Opinionrecommendeda
decisioninlate19990n
whetherexpandedfishbarg-
ingordrawdownwasa
“reasonableandprudent”
altemativeunderthe ESA.
Thebackgroundforthis
decisioniscomplexand
contentiousinvolvingfour

sates, titeen  tbes, Abaska
fishing  controversies, and

Canada, onissuessuchas
govemance,energyderegula-
habitat,andhydropower.

The final  decision  may reflect
acontinuationofstatusquo,
additionaltechnology,and
tweakingofthedamsto

support  increased  fish  collec-
tionandbarging,oran
unprecedentedoptionrevolv-
ingarounddrawdown offour
federaldams.

WhatledEPAandthestates
tothispoint? TheColumbia
Riverwasoncethemost
productivesalmonriver
systemintheworld. Salmon
runshavefallenfrom10-16
milionadultsinthemid-
andlate1800's,toabout2.5

miion  or less today. The

InThislssue...

SEPANEWS

®OPOILIGHT

FCOVYSTEM

EPA Newso Update you on agency
activities

WaterWordgo share stories from
communities around the Greater
Northwest

Spotlightto showcase success stories
and environmental stars

Ecosystento provide news that goes
beyond water topics

Toolsto clue you in on resources,
publications, opportunities, and
services




vast maorty  of these retum-
ingfisharehatcheryreared

fish.  The net asset of these
lost fish is estimated at $13
bilion in lost economic
benefits( TheCostofDoing
Nothing,”  Institute for Fsh
eryResources, 1996). His-

torically, Columbia  River
salmonprovidedatremen-
douseconomicandspiritual
basisforColumbiaRiver

tribes. Someof these ftibes
lostsalmoninperpetuity
throughblockagesfrom

dams. Four ColumbiaRiver
tribes(Yakama,NezPerce,
UmatillaandWarm Springs)
negotiatedireatiesin1855
withthefederalgovernment
retaining ghts to fish. The
treaties,thoughchallenged
often,havebeenreaffirmmed
repeatedy  as legaly  binding
documents by numerous
cout dedsions.

Inthe Northwest, EPAand
thestatesofldaho,Washing-
ton,andOregonrecentiylost
threelawsuitsaboutrivers
andstreamsnotmeeting
CleanWaterActrequire-
ments. Theprincipleof
theselawsuitswasthatEPA
andthestatesasregulators
werenotmanagingthose
riversandstreamstoad-
equatelyensurethatthey
wouldmeetwaterquality
standards. Thismaybea
causeoftherecentonslaught

of ESAIsings; if te san
dardsofthe CWAhadbeen
achievedinthewaterbodies,
biodiversity losses in the
Northwestmighthave been
less  drasic, As a resuf,
EPA the States, tbal  gow-
emments,otherfederal
agencies,ratepayers,and
privatelandownershave
beguninvestingmillionsof
dollarsinColumbiaRiver
watershedimprovementsto
meetCleanWaterActre-
quirements.

Untilnow, EPAhasletthe
Northweststatesandother

federal agences take the lead
inasalmonrecoveryeffort

thathasconsumed$3billion
duing the past fteen  years
withoutanoverallincrease
insalmonpopulations. In

1995, the Confederated
TribesoftheUmatillaindian
Reservationapproached
ChuckClarkeandrequested
thatEPAupholdthefederal

tust  responsbity o tbes
andenforcethe CleanWater
Actwithaspecialfocuson
watertemperature.

Watertemperaturehasbeen
descibed  as the “invisble
kiler” for fish. High tempera
tures makeit dificut for
salmontomigrateand
spawn,andfishbecome
morevulnerabletodisease.
Hightemperaturesmayalso
inhibitgrowthinsalmonand
reduce tolerance to stressiul
conditions. Construction

and operation  of eight federal
Columbiaand Snake River
dams(inadditiontornany
others)transformedtheriver

o a sefies of lakes and
drasticallychanged

temperature

patiems, ~ crealing
seriousimpedi-
mentsformigrating

salmon. Evenbeforethe
damswerebuilt,the Colum-
biaand Snakewereknownto
havehighwatertempera-

tures in te aid inland
plateau. Buttherivermain-
tainednaturalhabitatwhich
providedcool,deepwater
poolsforthesalmontohang
outinthe Columbiauntithe

lower Snake cooleddown.
Thedamshavenotonly
pusheduptemperatures,
changedtheshorelines,and
reduceddailytemperature
fluctuations, but also forced

youngfishtostaylongerin
warmwater.

EPAisnowbecomingamore
acive  participant in regond
salmonrecoveryforums. In
theseforums, EPAhasadvo-
cated  restoration of the
ColumbiaBasinasaneco-
system,recognizingthe
connectivitybetweenthe
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mainstemandthetributar-

ies. Thisecosystemconnec-
tivitywasendorsedbythe
NorthwestPowerPlanning
Council sIndependentS(:len—

tific Group, ‘Retum to the
River.”InNovember1997,
EPAsponsoredasuccessful
temperatureworkshopin
Portiandwhichbrought

regonal  scentists and policy
makerstogethertodiscuss
andunderstandwatertem-
peratureimpactsonfishand
possible  souons  for reduc-
ingthoseimpacts. EPAisa
coaoperatingagencyinthe

Lower Snake Juvenile
SalmonMigrationFeasibility
Study Environmental Impact
Statementwhichisdevelop-
ingtheplanforhowtheriver
uimately wil  be configured.
EPARegion10,incoopera-

ton wih the Saes, ties,
andNorthwestPowerPlan-
ningCouncilisalsocon-
ductinganassessmentofthe
influenceintemperature
patternchangesoverthe

pasts0years.

Formoredetails,callMary
LouSoscia, EPA Columbia
River Coordinator, at

503/326-5873,0remail:
sosdamarylou@epamalepagov.

EffluentTrading
ActivitesUnder-
way InRegion 10

WhatisEffluentTrading?
Tradingpollutionisnota

new conceptto EPA—the
AcidRainProgramhasdem-
onstratedgreatsuccesswith
thisapproachthroughsev-

ed yeas of tadng  sulfur
dioxideemissions,achieving
substantialemissionsreduc-
tons at considerably  less
costthanundertraditional
regulatorymethods. Effluent
tradingisanewapplication
ofthismethod,designedto
improvewaterqualityat

lower cost to the affected
sourcesandthelocalcom-
munity. Whenappliedto
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waterpollution,efiuentradingmeansthatonedischargerpaystohelpreducepollution
fromanothersourceinthesamewatershed, instead ofhavingtomakemoreexpensive
reductionsatitsownsite. Demonstrationprojectsusingthisprinciplehavebeenlaunched
inseveralwatershedsacrossthecountry, butEPARegion10isattemptingtoestablisha
modelapproachthatcouldbereadily copiedandimplementedinwatershedsthroughoutthe
region. Properlyemployed, efiluenttradinghastremendouspotentialtoreducethecostof
implementingwaterpollutionreductionsrequiredunderthe CleanWaterAct's Total

Maximum Daily Loadingcalculations.

Effluent TradingWorkshopinBoise: Aworkshoptobuildunderstandingofeffluenttrad-
ingandhowitmightbeappliedinldahowasheldbyldahoDepartmentofEnvironmental
QuialityinBoiselastNovember. Theworkshopwasattendedby170peoplerepresentinga

range of interests, incuding  industry, municipalities, agriculture, and state  govemment
Speakersfromseveralstatesthathavedevelopedeffluenttradingdemonstrationprojects
werefeatured,aswellasspeakersfromldahoDEQandEPA. Theprojectspresented
providedmodelsforldahotoconsiderindesigningitsefuenttradingprogramsandraised
importantpolicyandimplementationissues.

Effluent TradingDemonstrationProjects: EPARegion10anditsstatesarecollectively
workingtoinitiateefluenttradinginthePacificNorthwestthroughseveraldemonsiration

projects. TheLowerBoiseRiverinldahoandthe PuyallupAWhite River SysteminWashing-
tonwerechosentobelaunchedinearly1998andaprojectinOregonwillbeinitiatedlater
intheyear,oncefundingisprocured. Thedemonstrationprojectswillfeaturestrong

stakeholderinvolvement, toensuredesignofanefluenttradingprogramthatincorporates
localneedsandconcems,aswellasachievesimportantwaterqualitygoals. Formore

information, contactEPARegion10'sEffluent TradingCoordinator, ClaireSchary,at
(206)553-85140rbye-mail, schary.claire@epamail.epa.gov.

B e al ol o
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More Water Success In Our Backyard

In  recogniion of the 25h jut deivered rders to a communityrepresentatives
AnniversaryoftheClean special  ribbon cuting  cer cansuccessfullyworkto-
Waer Ad the st issue of emonytocelebrateanimpor- gethertoachieveacommon
WaterTalkfeaturedtwoclean tantenvironmentaleventthe VISion. Local volunteer
watersLiccessstories,one grandopeningofthe Spencer cizen  monitors also are
eachfromAlaskaand IslandWetlandRestoration contributing,througha
Oregon.  This issue  highlghts ProjectandNaturePark. programfunded by EPAas
Simiar ~ successes  in Spencerlsland,whichcanbe partofalongtermeduca-
WashingtonandIdaho. seenbypassingtravelerson tionalandstewardship

Interstate 5 sis  between program.

Unionand Steamboat
apﬁnceSSland d sloughsinthe Snohomish The project  restored  tidal

abitatRestore Riverin Snohomish County, inMluence  to apoton of te

Washington. Theisland 400-acreislandanden-
Inthe Summerof1995,an environmenthadrecently hancedthediversityofhabi-
entourageoffolksfromEPA, benefitedfromamajoreffort tatforwaterfowiandother
othergovernmentagencies, D resoe st haebiat birds. Theisland'snumer-
and the |Oca| Commun|ty Ousfreshwaterweﬂands are
climbedaboardboatsbound ThisprojectwithClean hometomanyspecies. The
for a‘teasue  sand’  of WaterActfundingand EPA restored50acretidalmarsh
sorts. Theeventwasnota coordinationandmonitoring, andmudflatsprovidefood
search for buried riches, representsastrongmodelfor and refuge for  juvenie
however. Rather,theshort how federal,  sate, and local salmonandotherfish
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as wel as habitat  for cow canproduce 120 pounds terwayshavebeenrealized.
shorehbirds. Thetidalmarsh ofwasteeachday. There Additionally,industrycom-
wasrestoredbycutting were 223,000dairycowsin pliancewiththeirClean
throughdikesandlettingthe Idahoin1995, upfrom WaterActdischargepermits
ide rmsh in  Water levels 170000 fve years before. hasimprovedandthe
thenorthempartofthe Whenmanure and other dalrylndus’uyenjoysamore
islandareregulatedbyweirs. oganic material  gets into level  ‘economic paying feld”
Theparknowhasthree water,itcanharmfishand
mies of tals  and provides wildlife, degrade water quak Waste managementsystems
fantasticbirdwatchingand ity,andthreatenhuman in every dairyarenowin-
othereducationalandrecre- health. Properdairywaste spectedduringroutinemilk
ationopportunities.Osprey, managementisessentialfor inspectionsconductedbythe
talonsclaspingsmall curbingsuchpollution. DepartmentofAgriculture.
salmon,arechasedbybald Inthepasttwoyears,the
eagles.Shovelors,widgeon, Compliancewithdischarge Departmenthasconducted
andtealdabbleinopen permitsissuedby EPAunder over4000inspections. This
waterpondswhilegreatblue theCleanWaterActisone achievementcontrastswith
heronsandshorebirdsfeed comerstoneofgoodwaste lessthan100inspections
onmudfats. Theisland managementfordairies. thatEPAwould have con-
trulyisatreasurenow—an Withthelargenumberof ductedunderthetraditional
environmentaltreasure. hovever, s moe approach. Theinspections
thanachallengeforEPA areanopportunitytopin-
inspectrs o vist  daiies pointpotentialproblemsand
Idaho Dairiesand reguiarly. beginmakinganyneeded
Cl Wat _ _ _ coections. Additonaly,
eanvvater Aninnovativeeffortisnow inspectorsmaynowrevokea
- underway, makingsurethat days fense 0 s mk
ldaho'sdairyindus- dairiesandwaterqualitycan whenwastesareilegally
tryhasexperienced gohand-in-handthroughout dischargedtowaterways.
rapidgrowthinthe thestate. Thankstoapart- Thismodelapproachpre-
several nershipamong EPA, Idaho sens stong  incentves  for
andrunofffromthesemik State DepartmentofAgricul- properwaste management,
operationscanposeserious ture, Ildaho Dwmison  of Envi benefts to the agences,
threats to local  wateways. ronmentalQuality,andthe theindustry,andtheenvi-
Theamountofwaste pro- IdahoDairymen’sAssocia- ronment—anotableclean
ducedbydairiesisastound- ton, efidency  in govemment  watersuccess!
ingbyanymeasure. Asingle andsomecleanerlocalwa-
Washington WaterWeeks:
Hands OnFor Healthy Habitats! =
E S
WashingtonWaterWeeks  1998iscelebrating 15yearsof % °©
helpingWashingtonresidentsexplore,understandandtake s 8
actiontoprotectthestate’swaterresources. EverySeptember, S X3
communityandenvironmentalgroups, non-profitorganiza- §é g
ions, state agences, businesses,  diies, and counes  plan fofong=
salmoncelebrations,streamrestorations,wetiandstours, Y=
beachandlakecleanups,andwildiifewatchingadventures. 29 %_
EPARegion10invitesyoutoplananeventfor\Washington 2 -@ &}' 2
WaterWeeks 1998, August29-October4. Thisyear'sthemeis g 5 S®
Hands OnForHealthy Habitats .AsaWaterWeeksplanner,you X 509 8
willreceiveplanningassistanceandpromotionalsupport, =815
indudng ~ posters, bamners, press releases, and alising  in the TIE 3
WashingtonWaterWeeks Activity Guide andonthe proposed g ﬂg
Website. Formoreinformation,calttheWate\Weeksofficeat 3 ool
360/943-36420rwritetoP.O.Box 1354, Olympia, €% 5 =
Washington, 98507-1354. 353 g
N.AON O
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M OPOILIGHT

My Own “Sound
Experience”

Thefollowingstorywascontrib-
utedbyMikeMarsh,anenrollee
inEPA'sseniorenvironmental
employeeprogram. Hecanbe
reachedat206/553-2876,0r
emalmarshmike@epamai. epa.gov.
Thisstoryisanexampleofhow
gettinginvolvedinhands-on
envionmental  protection activi-
tiescanbearewardingexperi-
ence. Opportunitiestobecome
involvedinpersonalstewardship
aboundineverycommunity.
WithEarth Dayrapidlyap-
proaching—Aprl22—EPA
encourages you tofindawayto
‘Act Localy, Think Globaly.

We'took atip onasaling shp’
last summer. Last Al mywfe
ad | joned the wlieer omgay
zaton that heps o manian the
sp bsa hey, adb big a

i consenation  program o
PugetSound.  SoundExperi-

exe 5 a

Zal based in Port
Townsendwhich owns and
operatesthe  Adventuress ,al101
1 85yearold womasted
schoorer.  Jane and | saied last
summeraspartofanElderhostel
program,spendingfivenights
aboard, sailing  (sometimes

the waters of the

puting ~ into
walking

booming  along!)
San Juan Islands,
quet coves ovemight
thebeachandhuntingfossilson
Suca lsand  and
about saling abg shp, about
simple  lving, and about  the
impactofpeopleonPugetSound.

Adventuress  sailedwithacrew
of 11, iddng sk vouneers
The32Elderostelerswere
dvidedintothree wetches , wih
avolunteercrewmemberrespon-
sbe for each It wasna a
ause  or lbugedzads. We
wereupby 7AM. Thewatches
ok wms at gaky aduy, at
anchorwatch, atswabbingthe
decks afer  breakiast and at
saling  te vessel | dont  know
howmanysquarefeetofsail
Adventuress  carries, but it takes
sixdeckhandsonthethroat
halyardand6onthepeak
habad of the gaf b rase the
mainsail, WeElderhostelers
leamedio‘haukaway,Joe’in
timetoaseachanty. Thebest
partwastakingthehelmwhen
thewindwas hummingat15
kos Whe ses by  bat
andnicelybalancedonthehelm,
Adventuress  islong,andhas
plentyofmomentum. Steering
her 5 anepaece  for it lEkes
her20orsosecondstorespond
b the ham' Ih addion

on lnes and aking the
wheel weleamedtonavigate
andsightingcompass.

SoundExperienceprojectsa
messageaspartoftheinrmaritime
program. Theshipservesonly
mealstoindicatehow
atasg/dfetandeaﬂngla/von
the food chain can coexist We
dempied (it @ed b gt
throughouréaaycruisewithout
visiting apot b ke on waer
andtopumpthe sewageholding
tank. Drinkingandcooking
waterwasnotrationed, butdish
washingwaspracticedwithreal
economyoffreshwateruse.
Therearenoshowers. Theship
has3heads,andthestatedrule
or ther use b 4 squares of
toiet  paper is enough”  Weused
the shps desd exgne ony
when in dose
example,when Weanchoredfor
the nght  Every day, L&Jaﬂy
after supper, we gathered
discussaconservationtopicand
singafewsongs.

SoundExperienceoperatesday,

ovemightandweek-ongcruises

or avaiely of goups induding

Socouts  schoos,  specdl adut

Ther Intemet  addess s <tifp/

fwww.drizzle.com/~soundexp/

>. Byteaching,andthendemon-

staing howibo enoy e,  aderr

ture, andthecompanyofothers

withminimalimpactonthe

envionment,  this  group provides

avaluableservice. Wewereso
ourexperiencethat

wehavesignedupasvolunteers

wih the oganizaton.

B ol o

Water Awareness Week Celebratesdaho Treasure

Celebratingldaho'sgreatesttreasureistheaimof WaterAwarenessWeek

,Settotakeplace

May4-8throughoutthestate. Yearsofdrought,combinedwithever-increasingdemandson

this  finite resource,

spured omganzers  to intensify educaion effots and create  this

sive,neutralumbrellaeventthatpulstogetherdiverseprivateandpublicorganizations.
Whileavarietyoforganizationswillconductwaterawarenessactviiesaroundthestate, at
theheartoftheeventisawaterresourceeducationalandenvironmentalawarenesscurricu-

lumprogramforldahosixthgraders.

Nowinitsfithyear, WaterAwarenessWeekbringswatereducationmaterialsdirectlyinto

theclassroom,andinsomecasestakeskidsoutofthedassroomforfieldleamingactivities.
Withfundingsupportrommanysources,includingEPA, the programreachesthousandsof
students,withthegoalofbuildingtheirunderstandingoftheimportanceofwater—the

sae's “reasure™—and

ofWaterResources,at208/327-7933. Or,visitthewebsite: http:/Amwv.idwr.state.id.us/

idwr/info/h2oweek/main.htm

Page 5

inclu-

the foundaion for deaing wih citcal water issues they wil
faceasadults. Formoreinformationortogetinvolved, callDickLarsen, ldahoDepartment
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Columbia Slough
Gets ABoost

The ColumbiaSloughplayed
animportantroleinPort-

land, Oregon'sgrowthand
hsrory._ Today it is paying
the price of progress. The
18-milesloughinnorth
Portlandflowsthroughsome

of the clys poorest negh
borhoods,anditmaybe
Oregon'smostpollutedbody

of water. For years, indus-
fies doting s banks
pouredwasteintotheslow-
movingwater. Pollutants
fouledthesloughand
contaminated  agquatic  life.

Today,theonceforgotten,

much abused Columbia
Sloughshowssignsofnew

vitality, and the award of a
$10milionEPAgrantin
1995jumpstarteditsresto-

ration. As Pofand enters s
finalyearofsupportiromthe

gat, te Ciy is assessing
themanyprojectsthemoney
helpedfund. Restorationof

the ColumbiaSloughwiill
takemanyyears, butthe
EPAgrantfunded numerous

projectsaimedatgettingthe
process  started.

-The ColumbiaSlough Sedi-
mentsProjectpinpointed
contaminationhotspots,and
isnowassessingpotential
publichealthrisksand
recommending cleanup

Ooptons.
-TheCitystartedconstruc-
tionofthe ColumbiaSlough
consolidationconduitto
interceptcombinedsewer
overflowstotheslough.

-The Ramsey Lake Con-
structedWetland,completed
iN1996,treatsnorthPort-
landstormwaterbeforeit

fows into the slough.
-Community and corporate
volunteersremovedacresof
non-nativevegetationfrom
the ColumbiaSlough’'sbanks
andreintroducednative
plantstoshadethewater,
Siabiize Sough banks, fiter

stormwaterrunoff,and
enhancehabitat.
-Environmentaleducators
raisepublicawarenessofthe
poliution challenges
the ColumbiaSlough.

facing

The Columbia Slough
representsamicrocosmof
themanywaterquality
challengesfacingAmerican
waterways:legacypollutants,
widelyvariedianduses,
sedimentcontamination,
environmentaljustice,
contaminatedfish. Despite
thosechallenges,saysDean
Marriott, Drecor of the
City’sBureauofEnviron-
mentalServices, The
slough'srecreationaloppor-

tunities, widife hebiet  and
historyremainenormously
importanttoPortland. The
partnershipwithEPAhelped
movetheCityforwardinits

effot o redam the Slough
for fure generations.” For
moreinformationaboutthe
ColumbiaSlough, contact
AmyChomowicz, City of
Portland,at503/823-5323.

FCOVSTEM

Alaska Composting
Goes To The Dogs

Thankstoa$17,000grant
fromEPA, dogwaste hasnow
gotteninonthecompostact,
a least in Aaska. In the
FairbanksNorthStarBor-
ough,a7,000squaremile
regionwithanestimated
20,000dogs,dogwastecan
presentsomerealchallenges.
Thisisalandofdog
mushers,andmanydoglots
areonornearwetiands.
Theirwastecanharmthese
importantagquaticecosys-
temsandwatersources.
Also, with limited  disposal
' ndil 5 not
designedtohandleanimal
waste),dogmusherscanface
"mountains”ofmanure.

Page 6

Arecentstudyconductedby
theFairbanksSoilandWater
ConservationDistrictandthe
NaturalResourcesConserva-
tionServicewasaimedat
maintaininglocalwater
qualityandfindingawayto
dealwiththe"mountains.”
Thestudydemonstratedthat
compostingofdogwasteisa
viableoption.Withproper
careandamixoftwoparts
wasteandonepartcarbon
(hay, straw, sawdust, leaves),
musherscanestablish
compostingsystemsthat
maintainthetemperatures
necessary 1o destroy fecal
parasitesandpathogens.

Theprojectteam
recommendsthatdogwaste
compostnotbeusedonfood

cops, instead, it should be
reservedforannualand
perennialbeds. Also,they
say, dont mix it with regular
compost. Thefinalproduct
repoedy  smels ke  patting
sl Pease, get more infor-
mationbeforeyoutrythisat

home. For detais, cal the
NaturalResourcesConserva-
tionServiceFairbanks
AlaskaFieldOfficeat907/
479-2657 or Amy Ash,
AlaskaDepartmentofEnvi-
ronmentalConservation,
Fairbanksat907/451-2136.

CitizensWatch
Over AK Forests

The Alaska Community
ForestWatch(CFW),acitizen
effortiundedwithanEPA
Community Based Environ-
mental  Protection gant, is
doingwhatitsnamesug-
gests:waichingoverAlaska's
foress. Ther efos ©
monitorAlaskaforestry

activiies to determine  com-
pliancewiththe Alaska

Forest Practces Act—a key
sae tod for preventng
nonpointsourcepoliution
andprotectingsalmon
habitat—recently resuted  in
somerealenvironmental
protecion,

WaterTalk, February1998



TheAlaskaForumfor Envi- MoosePass. Underhis theAlaskaBoardofForestry.
ronmentalResponsibility leadership, the poedct  ident- TheAlaskaDepartmentof
taned dizen \vouneers in fiedwhatappeartobeser- Environmental Conservation
selected BestManagement ousviolationsoftheActon hasannouncedthatitwill
Pracices that the Act re- oneofthetwosites. Someof supportasecondphaseof
quires. Thegroupfocused theviolationshadthepoten- CFWusingfunds provided
s montoing  effots on tiattointroducesediment underaPerformancePart-
statelandintheMoosePass intoasalmonspawning nershipGrantfromEPA.
areaoftheKenaiPeninsula. streamdownslopefromthe Thisphasemayfocusonthe
The area corains  critical loggedarea. Atthecther KenaiPeninsulaoranother
brownbearhabitatandis ste, the Act and regulations areawithinSouthcentral
theheadwatersofthere- were generally  foloned,  with Alaska.
nownedKenaiRiverfishery. oneortwoexceptionsthat
Theprojectbenefitedfrom hadthepotentialtoimpact Formoreinformationabout
cooperationandassistance water quiality. s poedt, cd Lee
fromstaffintheAlaska Daneker,EPA, at
DepartmentofNatural TheAlaskaForumbelieves 206/553-13800r1-800-424-
Resources. that ther effots  demonstrate 4EPAX1380, or E-mail:
thevalueofanindependent daneker.lee@epamail.epa.gov
BiologistLorvelShields, CFW analysisofcompliancewith ORcontacttheAlaska
poedt  dredor, ked cews of the Forest Practices Act Forumdirectiyat
faned dizen wvounkeers in Projectresultshavebeen 907/835-5460, E-mail:
monitoringtwositesnear broughttotheattentionof afermjr@bendnet.com.

A e

Environmental Justice Grant Applications Due

EPA’s EnvironmentalJus- o receve gants, preference obtainedbycontactingSu-

tice SmallGrants Program willbegiventocommunity- sanMorales, Environmental

isnowacceptingapplications based/grassrootsorganiza- Justice GrantsCoordinator

postmarkednolaterthan tionsthatarenon-profitand at206/553-85800rwriting

March6,1998. Thepurpose incorporated, and tribal to: USEPA(OI-085),1200

oﬂhlsgramsprogramlsto governments. SixthAvenue, Seattle, WA
financial assistance 98101;email:

toeligiblecommunitygroups Fundscanbeusedto morales susan@epamail.epa.gov.

suchascommunity-based/ developanewactivityor

grassioots - organizations, substantiallyimprovethe

churches,orothernon-profit qualty of exising  programs.

organizations and federally EPARegion10(covering

recognized  tibal govem- Alaska, ldaho,Oregon,and

mentsthatareworkingonor Washington)expectsto

pan to cary out poeds @t awardatotalofabout

addressenvironmentaljus- $250,000. The maximum

tice issues. Whie stae and awardforanyonegrantis

localgovermentsandaca- $20,000. Acopyofthe

demic  ingtituions are elgble ApplicationGuidancecanbe

ProposedRulesforIndustrialLaundries . OnDecember17,1997,EPAproposedpretreat-
mentstandardsforindustrialLaundriesthatdischargewastewatertomunicipalsewersystems.
Limitsforanumberoforganicchemicals,aswellascopper,lead,zinc,and cllandgrease’have
beenputforwardforindustriallaundriesthatlaunderatleastonemilionpoundsoflaundryand
atleast255,000poundsofshopand/orprinters towelsragsperyear. Thecommentperiodis
scheduledtocloseFebruary17,1998. Formoreinformation, call SharonWilson,EPA, at
206/553-03250r1-800-424-4EPAX0325,0remail:wilson.sharon@epamail.epa.gov.
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WA Water Access
Grants Offered

Washington State Depart-
mentofNaturalResources
(DNR)announcesthestartof
the1998 grantcyclefor
aquaticlands enhancement
account,orALEA,grants.
DNRdistributesthesegrants
throughacompetitive pro-

cess to local dies and coun
fes, pots, tbes and s@e
agencies. Thepurposecfthe
grantprogramistoassistin
theacquisiionanddevelop-
mentofsitesthatenhance
pubic access to the state's
marineandfreshwater
shorelines. The ALEAgrant
programprovidesfundingon
atwoyear cyde.  Applca
tionsaredueMay1,1998.
Withapprovalbythelegisia-

wre, funds wil be avaiabe
July1,1999,throughJune
30,2001. Foranapplication
package,contactMike
Ramsey, ALEAProjectMan-
ager,360/902-1259(email:
mike.ramsey@wadnr.gov);or
CarolLeeGallagher,ALEA
ProjectManager,
360/902-1090 (email:
carolee.galagher@wadnr.gov).

VideoSpotlights
Youth, Environ-
ment Program

EPAinvitesyoutocheckout

a new release. Whie its not
ontre ‘op boxX’ shef, it
woth seeing, especaly  if
youcareaboutyouthand
environmentalrestoration.

This scenic  video, caled
YouthRestorationCorps ,
focusesonamodelprogram
whichbenefitsbothyoung
peopleandnature. The
programcombines paidwork
with  inthe-field education
forhighschoolers. Thevideo
documentshowtenyouth

are undertaking  efots 1o
repairandeliminatefurther
damagetothebanksofthe

Russian River, a tibutary to
theKenaiRiverinAlaska.
TheKenaiRiverisaworld
famoussalmonstreamthat
isthreatenedbynonpoint
source  polution. Details
about the restoration effort,
includingtheerosionmatting
andrevegetationwork,are
highlighted. EPA's319
NonpointSource Programis
oneofmanysponsorsofthe
program. State Senator
JohnTorgeson,whosup-
portstheprogram‘withhis
chainsawandpositive men-
A atiude” says the
programrepresentsa“good
combinationofgovernment,
private ise, and the
youthofourcommunity.” To
checkoutthevideoon
short-termloan,callEPAat
206/553-12000r
1-800-424-4EPA.

"EPAInAlaska"
Brochure

AbrochuredescribingEPA's
roleinAlaskawillsoonbe
availablefromEPA'sregional
PublicEnvironmentalRe-
sourceCenter. Thetwo-page
documentbrieflyoutiines
activiiesEPAundertakesto
protectandpromotethe

quaity of Abadkas ar, war,
and land. It also descrbes
themissionofEPARegion10
andprovidescontactpersons

and phone numbersfor
differentprogramareas. For

afree copy vist EPAs An
chorageorJuneauOffices,or
call1-800-424-4EPAor
206/553-1200andaskfor

the EPAInAlaska brochure.

Volunteer
Stream Manual
Now Ready

Volunteermonitorswill
welcomethenewsthatthe
long-awaited  Volunteer
Stream Monitoring: A
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Methods Manual isnow
availablefromEPA. The
210-pagemanualgivesthe
readeranintroductionto
streamsandwatershed
surveymethods,andoffers
detailed, stepoy-step ap-
proachestomonitoring
waterquality,andphysical
conditions. t aso presents
chapteronmanagingand
presenng data.  For a free
copy, cal EPAs
PublicEnvironmental
ResourceCenterat
1-800-424-4EPAor
206/553-1200. Or,visitthe
EPAvolunteermonitoring
homepage atwww.epa.gov/
owow/monitoring/ivol.html.

National Index
Assesses\Water-
shedHealth

The IndexofWatershed
Indicators ~ presentsEPA’s
fist national  snapshot of
watershedhealth. Available
onlineorhardcopy,the
indexprovidesaquaticre-
sourceinformation,orga-
nizedonawatershedbasis,
andcharacterizeswatershed
condiion  and wulnerabiity.
Ffeen  indicators of heath
arecombinedtodetermine
an overal scoe for every
watershedinthenation.
Anyonewantingasenseof
the heath of a particular
watershedwillfindtheindex
useful. Incanbefoundat:
www.epa.gov/surfivw. Or,
calEPA'sPublicEnviron-
mental Resource Centerat
206/553-12000r
1-800-424-4EPAforafree

copy (Quantiies are limied).
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Guidefor
Monitoring
Grazing Impacts

Here’sadocumentof
interest to natural
resourceprofession-
as imoved in
assessinggrazingimpactson
waterqualityinstreamofthe
WestemUnitesStates.
Called MonitoringProtocols
toEvaluate Water Quality
Effectsof GrazingManage-
menton Western Range-
landStreams  (Oct93),this
200+page document
descibes  protocols devel
opedtoassesswaterquality
improvementsresultingfrom
stream  restoration proj
fundedundertheClean
WaterActandCoastalZone
ManagementAct.

Theguidebookpresents
methodsthatreduce sam-
plingfrequency,minimize
needs for specialized equip-
ment,andreducecostly
laboratory  analyses. It
focuses on atiributes of the
streamchannel,stream
bank,andstreamsidevegeta-
tionwhichareimpactedby
grazingandimportantto

ife. For afee oopy,
calEPA'sPublicEnviron-
mentalResourceCenter, at
1-800-424-4EPAor
206/553-1200.

Hanford Report
OnLine

Contaminanteffectsfrom
Hanfordtothe Columbia

River are the subect of a
comprehensive assessment
nowavailableonline. This
projectincludesahuman

and ecological sk assess
mentof28Hanford contami-
nants,on52speciesand
humansundertwelve expo-
sure scenarios  (induding five
NativeAmericantribalsce-

naros witen by tibal
membersontheproject).
Thisriskassessmentevalu-
atescurrentconditionsand
providesadownstream
perspectiveonthemetals
comingfromtheupperwa-
tershed. Thedocumentis
odine at hipd/
www.hanford.gov/crcia/
reports/doe-l_96-16/
crcia04_97.htm. Formore
information, cal Lany
Gadbois,EPA, at
509/376-9884,0remail:

gadooss lany@epamailepagov.

Willamette
Sediments
Investigated

EPA'sSuperfundSite As-
sessmentprogram,incoop-
erationwithOregonDepart-
mentofEnvironmental
Quility(ODEQ),isconduct-
ingasedimentsampling
investigation o afve
miestretch of the heavly-
industrialized lower
Wilamette  River in  Portiand.
This  investigation is occur-
ringbecausepreviouslocal-
izedsedimentsampling
effortshaveshownsome

areas of significant contamk
nation,and ODEQ consid-

eed it ahigh prioity 0
conductamoresystematic
evduaion  of ts erire
sretch  of the rver. This
latestsedimentsamplingin
thelowerWilamettetook
placeinSeptemberand
October1997.

EPAexpectstohaveasum-
maryoftheanalyticaldata
sometimeinFebruary,anda
completeSitelnspection
reportbythissummer. For
moreinformation,callJohn
Meyer,EPA,206/553-1271,
0r1-800-424-4EPAX1271,
o emai
meyer.johnr@epamail.epa.gov.
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Website Focuses
On Wetlands
Restoration

EPArecentlyunveiledanew
website for pubic and pri-
vate,largeandsmallorgani-
zations  interested in nver
andwetlandsrestoration.
andwetlandsrestoration

stes, soted by watershed,
andreceiveandcontribute
informationconcemingtheir
ownprojects, programs,or

EPAs goals in establishing
thisresourcearetoprovidea
depository  of  information to
helpfederalandstateagen-
ciesunderstandlocalneeds
andtogivelocalgroups
accesstowhatfederaland

sale agences have o offer.
Ao,  restoration praciio-

ners at the local level can use
thesitetocommunicatewith

ther peers, shae ther expe-
riences,and‘PutYour
ProjectontheMap’toget
somenationalexposure. The

ste also indudes informa-
tionaboutproposalsfor
fuure  restorations to hep

foster  partnerships. The
restoration websie s at
http://mww.epa.gov/owow/
wetlands/restore. Formore
informationconcemingthis

site, oontact John Pa, US.
EPA(4501),401MStreet,

SW, Washington, DC 20460.
Phone 202/260-8076;

emalpaijohn@epamal epagov.
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_ToR

IENDAR

February

9-10 :GreenCrab:Potentiallmpacts
inPacificNorthwest, VVancouver, WA.
Washington SeaGrantProgram, Terry
Nosho, 206/543-2821.

11:Futureof OurPublicLands:
SymposiumonFederalLandPolicy,
Boise, ldaho. AndrusCenterfor
PublicPalicy,208/385-4218.

March

12-13 :PugetSoundResearch‘98,
Seattle, WA. PugetSoundWater
Quality ActionTeam, 360/407-7321.

31-Aprill  :PartnershipsinNonpoint
SourcePollutionControlWorkshop,
Wenatchee, WA. BillHashim, Wash-
ington DepartmentofEcology,
360/407-6551.

American Wetlands Month

3-May29 :(Fridays)KingCounty
Land/\Water StewardshipVolunteer
Training,Seattle, WWA.MarilynFree-
man, 206/296-3986.

21-24 :AlaskaWaterWastewater
ManagementConference, Anchorage,
AK.

22:EarthDay

27-30 :Toward Ecosystem-Based
Managementinthe Upper Columbia
RiverBasin,Conference,Castegar,
British Columbia, Canada. Don
MacDonald, 205/753-1583 oremail:
ssHmesl@island.net

29-May3 :Rivers:TheFutureFrontier,River
ManagementSociety’'s SymposiumonRiver
Managementand Planning, Anchorage, AK.
RiverManagementSociety, 406/549-0514,

email:rms@igc.apc.org.

May

3-6 :Watershed Management: Moving From
Theorytolmplementation, Denver, CO. Wa-
terEnvironmentFederation, 703/684-2400.

4-8 :|dahoWater AwarenessWeek. Dick
Larsen,ldahoDepartmentof\Water
Resources,208/327-7933.

4-10 :DrinkingWaterWeek

9:PennCoveWaterFestival, Whidbeylsland,
WA. WSU BeachWatchers, 360/679-7391, or
bertas@wsu.edu

21-22 :PacificNorthwestChapterofSociety
ofWetlandScientists,AnnualMeeting,
Tacoma, WA. FredWeinmann, EPA,
206/553-14140r1-800-424-4EPAX1414.

June

8-12 :Alaska’sWetlands, FromTundraTo
Sea:AnnualNationalMeetingofSocietyof
WetlandScientists. TerryBrock,
tbrock@ptialaska.net,907/780-5869,
907/586-7863, http:/Avww.sws.org.

July

12-15 :ResidualsandBiosolidsManagement
SpecialtyConference, Bellevue, WA. Water
EnvironmentFederation, 703/684-2442.
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Small
Communities
Product Guide
Announced

TheNational SmallFlows
Clearinghouse—anonprofit,
EPA-fundedenvironmental
healthprogramforsmall
communities---announces
releaseofitsnewproduct
catalog,the 1997 Products
Guide. The catalog lists
hundredsoffreeorlow-cost
educationalproductsabout
smallcommunity wastewater
treatment. Includedare
designmanuals, posters,
andothermaterial. Toorder
theguide,call1-800-624-
8301andrequestitem
#WWCAT. Or,accessthe
onlne at
http:/Mmw.nsfc.wvu.edu,
on the ste's “Products”  page.

Pease [ addmeto

WaterTalk’s

Top 10
Watershed
Lessons Shared

Folksinterestedinsuccess-

fuy invohMing ther whoe
watershedinmonitoringand
wishtogetacopyofanew
publicationfromEPA. Called
Top 10 Watershed Lessons
Learned ,the59-pagedocu-
mentsharestenfundamental
lessonsfromdozensofwa-
tershedpractitioners.Each

lesson indudes  alist of
related  resources. For a free
copy,call1-800-490-9198
andrequestpublication
#EPAB840-F-97-001. Orsee
itonlineatvwwy.epa.gov/
owow/lessons.

"Our Northwest
Environment"
HighlightsEPA

Folkscuriousaboutwhat
EPA'sbeenuptolatelymight
beinterestedinanew

resource. Called OurNorth-
west Environment 1997 ,
this  colorful 25page  booklet
providesinformationabout
EPAprogramactivities,and

points out that al of us have
arde w pay in presenving

the quaty of ie weenpy.
For afree copy, cal
PublicEnvironmental
ResourceCenterat
206/553-12000r
1-800-424-4EPA.

Mailing ListUpdate
MailingList

[ deletemefromtheMailingList
(pease wite address as it aupears on maing label o attach label i avaiabe)

Name:

Address:

AN  E a; s e ea@x de gap )

Comments and Suggestions:

('Yourcommentshelpustoprovideabetternewsletter. Pleasetakeamomenttoletusknowhowwe'redoing.)

Pease reum ths fom o

WaterTalk , EPARegion10,1200SixthAvenue,ECO-081, Seattle, WA98101-1128.

Page 11

WaterTalk, February 1998



WaterTalkispublishedquarterlybytheU.S. Environmental ProtectionAgency, Region 10. Water Talkseeksto
beausefultoolforthosewhoprotectwaterresourcesandecosystemsincommunitiesofthe GreaterPacific
Northwest,byprovidingpracticalresourcesandrelevantagencynews.

Mentionoftradenames, products, orservicesdoesnotconvey,andshouldnotbeinterpretedasconveying,
official EPAapproval,endorsement, orrecommendation.

Youareinvitedtocontributeitemsforpublication. Submitialdeadlineisthe 15thdayofthemonthpreceding

WaterTak — artices are available  for use in other publications. Please gve credit to WaterTak
For mailinglistchanges ,call  TomiRutherford at 206/553-0603
Tocontactthe Editor ,call Andrealindsay at 206/553-1896
1-800-424-4EPAX1896  ,oremail: lindsay.andrea@epamail.epa.gov

Accessibiity Information: This publication i5 avalabe in atmate fomats (eg, lage pint,  Bralle). To request
analternateformat, contactEPAat206/553-12000r 1-800-424-4EPA. Peoplewithhearingorspeech
impairmentscancall EPA'stelecommunicationdeviceforthe deaf(TDD)at206/553-1698.

Pleaserecycleorsharewithafriend.
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