U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, Commerce

35 U.S.C. 145 or 146, unless the appeal or
civil action is terminated.

(b) Prosecution in an application is
closed as used in this section means
that the application is under appeal, or
that the last Office action is a final ac-
tion (§1.113), a mnotice of allowance
(§1.311), or an action that otherwise
closes prosecution in the application.

(c) A submission as used in this sec-
tion includes, but is not limited to, an
information disclosure statement, an
amendment to the written description,
claims, or drawings, new arguments, or
new evidence in support of patent-
ability. If reply to an Office action
under 35 U.S.C. 132 is outstanding, the
submission must meet the reply re-
quirements of §1.111.

(d) If an applicant timely files a sub-
mission and fee set forth in §1.17(e), the
Office will withdraw the finality of any
Office action and the submission will
be entered and considered. If an appli-
cant files a request for continued ex-
amination under this section after ap-
peal, but prior to a decision on the ap-
peal, it will be treated as a request to
withdraw the appeal and to reopen
prosecution of the application before
the examiner. An appeal brief under
§1.192 or a reply brief under §1.193(b),
or related papers, will not be consid-
ered a submission under this section.

(e) The provisions of this section do
not apply to:

(1) A provisional application;

(2) An application for a utility or
plant patent filed under 35 U.S.C. 111(a)
before June 8, 1995;

(3) An international application filed
under 35 U.S.C. 363 before June 8, 1995;

(4) An application for a design pat-
ent; or

(5) A patent under reexamination.

[656 FR 50104, Aug. 16, 2000]

AMENDMENTS

AUTHORITY: Secs. 1.115 to 1.127 also issued
under 35 U.S.C. 132.

§1.115

(a) A preliminary amendment is an
amendment that is received in the Of-
fice (§1.6) on or before the mail date of
the first Office action under §1.104.

(b)(1) A preliminary amendment will
be entered unless disapproved by the

Preliminary amendments.
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§1.116

Commissioner. A preliminary amend-
ment may be disapproved if the pre-
liminary amendment unduly interferes
with the preparation of a first Office
action in an application. Factors that
will be considered in disapproving a
preliminary amendment include:

(i) The state of preparation of a first
Office action as of the date of receipt
(§1.6) of the preliminary amendment by
the Office; and

(ii) The nature of any changes to the
specification or claims that would re-
sult from entry of the preliminary
amendment.

(2) A preliminary amendment will
not be disapproved if it is filed no later
than:

(i) Three months from the filing date
of an application under §1.53(b);

(ii) The filing date of a continued
prosecution application under §1.53(d);
or

(iii) Three months from the date the
national stage is entered as set forth in
§1.491 in an international application.

(c) The time periods specified in
paragraph (b)(2) of this section are not
extendable.

[656 FR 54672, Sept. 8, 2000]

§1.116 Amendments after final action
or appeal

(a) An amendment after final action
or appeal must comply with §1.114 or
this section.

(b) After a final rejection or other
final action (§1.113) in an application or
in an ex parte reexamination filed
under §1.510, or an action closing pros-
ecution (§1.949) in an inter partes reex-
amination filed under §1.913, amend-
ments may be made canceling claims
or complying with any requirement of
form expressly set forth in a previous
Office action. Amendments presenting
rejected claims in better form for con-
sideration on appeal may be admitted.
The admission of, or refusal to admit,
any amendment after a final rejection,
a final action, an action closing pros-
ecution, or any related proceedings will
not operate to relieve the application
or patent under reexamination from its
condition as subject to appeal or to
save the application from abandon-
ment under §1.135, or the reexamina-
tion from termination. No amendment



