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Issued in Burlington, Massachusetts, on 
February 14, 2006. 
Ann C. Mollica, 
Acting Manager, Engine and Propeller 
Directorate, Aircraft Certification Service. 
[FR Doc. 06–1594 Filed 2–22–06; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4910–13–P 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Federal Aviation Administration 

14 CFR Part 71 

[Docket No. FAA–2005–23375; Airspace 
Docket No. 05–ACE–35] 

Modification of Class E Airspace; 
Beatrice, NE 

AGENCY: Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA), DOT. 

ACTION: Direct final rule; confirmation of 
effective date. 

SUMMARY: This document confirms the 
effective date of the direct final rule 
which revises Class E airspace at 
Beatrice, NE. 

DATES: Effective Date: 0901 UTC, April 
13, 2006. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Brenda Mumper, Air Traffic Division, 
Airspace Branch, ACE–520A, DOT 
Regional Headquarters Building, Federal 
Aviation Administration, 901 Locust, 
Kansas City, MO 64106; telephone: 
(816) 329–2524. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The FAA 
published this direct final rule with a 
request for comments in the Federal 
Register on January 5, 2006 (71 FR 537). 
The FAA uses the direct final 
rulemaking procedure for a non- 
controversial rule where the FAA 
believes that there will be no adverse 
public comment. This direct final rule 
advised the public that no adverse 
comments were anticipated, and that 
unless a written adverse comment, or a 
written notice of intent to submit such 
an adverse comment, were received 
within the comment period, the 
regulation would become effective on 
April 13, 2006. No adverse comments 
were received, and thus this notice 
confirms that this direct final rule will 
become effective on that date. 

Issued in Kansas City, MO, on February 7, 
2006. 
Elizabeth S. Wallis, 
Acting Area Director, Western Flight Services 
Operations. 
[FR Doc. 06–1644 Filed 2–22–06; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4910–13–M 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Patent and Trademark Office 

37 CFR Part 1 

[Docket No.: PTO–P–2006–0007] 

RIN 0651–AC02 

Clarification of Filing Date 
Requirements for Ex Parte and Inter 
Partes Reexamination Proceedings 

AGENCY: United States Patent and 
Trademark Office, Commerce. 
ACTION: Interim rule. 

SUMMARY: The United States Patent and 
Trademark Office (Office) is revising the 
rules of practice relating to the filing 
date requirements for ex parte and inter 
partes reexamination proceedings for 
consistency with the provisions of the 
patent statute governing ex parte and 
inter partes reexamination proceedings. 
The Office is specifically revising the 
rules to require that a request for ex 
parte reexamination or for inter partes 
reexamination must meet all the 
applicable statutory requirements before 
a filing date is accorded to the request 
for ex parte reexamination or for inter 
partes reexamination. 
DATES: Effective Date: March 27, 2006. 

Comment Deadline Date: To be 
ensured of consideration, written 
comments must be received on or before 
April 24, 2006. No public hearing will 
be held. 
ADDRESSES: Comments should be sent 
by electronic mail message over the 
Internet addressed to: ac2/ 
comments@uspto.gov. Comments may 
also be submitted by mail addressed to: 
Box Comments—Patents, Commissioner 
for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, 
VA, 22313–1450, or by facsimile 
transmission to (571) 273–7710 marked 
to the attention of Kenneth M. Schor. 
Although comments may be submitted 
by mail or facsimile, the Office prefers 
to receive comments via the Internet. If 
comments are submitted by mail, the 
Office prefers that the comments be 
submitted on a DOS formatted 31⁄2 inch 
disk accompanied by a paper copy. 

Comments may also be sent by 
electronic mail message over the 
Internet via the Federal eRulemaking 
Portal. See the Federal eRulemaking 
Portal Web site (http:// 
www.regulations.gov) for additional 
instructions on providing comments via 
the Federal eRulemaking Portal. 

The comments will be available for 
public inspection at the Office of the 
Commissioner for Patents, located in 
Madison East, Tenth Floor, 600 Dulany 
Street, Alexandria, Virginia, and will be 

available via the Office Internet Web site 
(address: http://www.uspto.gov). 
Because comments will be made 
available for public inspection, 
information that is not desired to be 
made public, such as an address or 
phone number, should not be included 
in the comments. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: By 
telephone—Kenneth M. Schor, at (571) 
272–7710 or Robert J. Spar at (571) 272– 
7700; by mail addressed to U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office, Mail Stop 
Comments—Patents, Commissioner for 
Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 
22313–1450, marked to the attention of 
Kenneth M. Schor; by facsimile 
transmission to (571) 273–7710 marked 
to the attention of Kenneth M. Schor; or 
by electronic mail message over the 
Internet addressed to 
kenneth.schor@uspto.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Office 
is revising the rules of practice in title 
37 of the Code of Federal Regulations 
(CFR) to require that a request for ex 
parte reexamination or for inter partes 
reexamination must meet all the 
applicable statutory requirements in 35 
U.S.C. 302 or 311 before a filing date is 
accorded to the request for ex parte 
reexamination or for inter partes 
reexamination. Thus, the Office is 
amending the rules to clearly require 
compliance with all the requirements of 
filing an ex parte reexamination request 
(set forth in 37 CFR 1.510(b)) before a 
filing date will be assigned to an ex 
parte reexamination request, and to 
clearly require compliance with all the 
requirements of filing an inter partes 
reexamination request (set forth in 37 
CFR 1.915(b)) before a filing date will be 
assigned to an inter partes 
reexamination request. 

Section 1.510 sets forth the 
requirements for the content of a request 
for ex parte reexamination. Section 
1.915 sets forth the requirements for the 
content of a request for inter partes 
reexamination. 

Former § 1.510(d) states that the filing 
date of a request for ex parte 
reexamination is ‘‘(1) The date on which 
the request including the entire fee for 
requesting reexamination is received in 
the Patent and Trademark Office; or (2) 
The date on which the last portion of 
the fee for requesting reexamination is 
received’’ (emphasis added). In like 
manner, former § 1.919(a) states that 
‘‘[t]he filing date of a request for inter 
partes reexamination is the date on 
which the request satisfies the fee 
requirement of § 1.915(a)’’ (emphasis 
added). Given the former rule language, 
it may have appeared that compliance 
with the provisions of § 1.510(b) or 
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