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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Food Safety and Inspection Service

9 CFR Part 430

[Docket No. 97-013FE]

RIN 0583-AC46

Control of Listeria Monocytogenes in

Ready-to-Eat Meat and Poultry
Products

AGENCY: Food Safety and Inspection
Service, USDA.

ACTION: Interim final rule; extension of
comment period.

SUMMARY: The Food Safety and
Inspection Service (FSIS) is extending
the public comment period on the
interim final rule “Control of Listeria
monocytogenes in Ready-to-Eat Meat
and Poultry Products” (68 FR 34208;
June 6, 2003). The comment period on
the rule will end on the same date as the
comment period on the Agency report
“Assessing the Effectiveness of the
Listeria monocytogenes Interim Final
Rule” announced in a document
published elsewhere in this issue of the
Federal Register.

DATES: Comments on the interim final
rule must be received on or before
January 31, 2005.

ADDRESSES: Comments may be
submitted by postal mail/commercial
delivery or by e-mail. If you use postal
mail/commercial delivery, please send
the written comment to FSIS Docket
Clerk Docket No. 97-013F, U.S.
Department of Agriculture, Food Safety
and Inspection Service, Room 102,
Cotton Annex, 300 12th Street, SW.,
Washington DC 20250-3700. Please
state that your comment refers to Docket
No. 97-013F. Comments may also be
sent electronically. If you use e-mail,
address your comment to
FSIS.RegulationsComments@usda.gov.
For more information on e-rulemaking,

or to view all open regulations, go to
Regulations.gov. Your comment must be
contained in the body of your message;
do not send attached files. Please
include your name and address in your
message and include the Docket No. 97—
013F on the subject line. All comments
will be available for public inspection in
the Docket Clerk’s Office between 8:30
a.m. and 3:30 p.m., Monday through
Friday, except Federal holidays. The
comments may also be viewed on the
Agency’s Web site at http://www.fsis.
usda.gov/regulations/Federal_Register_
Publications_&_Related_Documents/.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Lynn E. Dickey, Ph.D., Director,
Regulations and Petitions Policy Staff,
Office of Policy, Program, and Employee
Development, Food Safety and
Inspection Service, U.S. Department of
Agriculture, (202) 720-5627.

Done in Washington, DC, on November 15,
2004.
Barbara J. Masters,
Acting Administrator.
[FR Doc. 04-26516 Filed 12-1-04; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-DM-P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Food Safety and Inspection Service

9 CFR Part 430
[Docket No. 04—032N]

Availability of the Food Safety and
Inspection Service Report on
Assessing the Effectiveness of the
Listeria Monocytogenes Interim Final
Rule

AGENCY: Food Safety and Inspection
Service, USDA.

ACTION: Notice of availability and
request for comments.

SUMMARY: The Food Safety and
Inspection Service (FSIS) is announcing
the availability of the report ““*Assessing
the Effectiveness of the Listeria
monocytogenes Interim Final Rule.” The
report was written by the Agency’s
Listeria monocytogenes (L.
monocytogenes) Assessment Team
(Team) and presents the findings and
recommendations of the Team which
was responsible for assessing and
measuring the effectiveness of the
regulation to control L. monocytogenes
in certain ready-to-eat (RTE) meat and

poultry products. FSIS requests
comments on the report. FSIS will
consider the report and the comments
on it, along with the comments that we
receive on the interim final rule itself,
in deriving a final rule on L.
monocytogenes.

DATES: To receive full consideration,
comments should be submitted by
January 31, 2005.

ADDRESSES: FSIS invites interested
persons to submit comments on the
report **Assessing the Effectiveness of
the Listeria monocytogenes Interim
Final Rule”. Comments may be
submitted by any of the following
methods:

e Mail, including floppy disks or CD-
ROM'’s, and hand-or courier-delivered
items: Send to Docket Clerk, U.S.
Department of Agriculture, Food Safety
and Inspection Service, 300 12th Street,
SW., Room 102 Cotton Annex,
Washington, DC 20250.

All submissions received must
include the Agency name and docket
number 04-032N. All comments
submitted in response to the report, as
well as research and background
information used by FSIS in developing
this document, will be available for
public inspection in the FSIS Docket
Room at the address listed above
between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.,
Monday through Friday. The comments
also will be posted on the Agency’s Web
site at
http://www.fsis.usda.gov/regulations/
2004 _Notices_Index/

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Dr.
Arshad Hussain, Director, Data Analysis
and Statistical Support Staff, Food
Safety and Inspection Service, U.S.
Department of Agriculture, (202) 720-
3219.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Background

FSIS published an interim final rule,
“Control of Listeria monocytogenes in
Ready-to-Eat Meat and Poultry
Products”, on June 6, 2003 (68 FR
34208) that was effective on October 6,
2003. The comment period on the
interim final rule is being extended
until January 31, 2005, by another
document published elsewhere in this
issue of the Federal Register. The
interim final rule requires that official
establishments that produce certain
ready-to-eat (RTE) meat and poultry
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