
Table 303. Murder Victims—Circumstances and Weapons Used or Cause of
Death: 1990 to 2005

[Based solely on police investigation. For definition of crimes, go to <http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/05cius/about/offensedefinitions.html>]

Characteristic 1990 2000 2004 2005

Murders, total. . . . 20,273 13,230 14,249 14,860

Percent distribution. . . 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

CIRCUMSTANCES

Felonies, total . . . . . . . 20.8 16.8 14.8 14.9
Robbery . . . . . . . . . 9.2 8.1 7.0 6.2
Narcotics . . . . . . . . . 6.7 4.5 3.9 4.0
Sex offenses . . . . . . 1.1 0.6 0.4 0.4
Other felonies . . . . . . 3.7 3.7 3.4 4.0

Suspected felonies . . . . 0.7 0.5 0.8 0.3
Argument, total. . . . . . . 34.4 31.8 30.4 28.5

Property or money. . . 2.5 1.6 1.6 1.4
Romantic triangle . . . 2.0 0.9 0.7 0.8
Other arguments . . . . 29.8 29.3 28.8 26.3

Characteristic 1990 2000 2004 2005

Other motives . . . . . . . 19.4 20.2 18.9 19.1
Unknown. . . . . . . . . . . 24.8 30.8 35.0 37.6

TYPE OF WEAPON
OR CAUSE OF DEATH

Guns . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64.3 65.5 66.0 67.8
Handguns . . . . . . . . 49.8 51.2 51.3 50.5

Cutting or stabbing . . . . 17.4 13.5 13.1 12.8
Blunt objects 1 . . . . . . . 5.4 4.7 4.7 4.1
Personal weapons 2 . . . 5.5 7.0 6.6 6.0
Strangulations,
asphyxiations . . . . . . . 2.0 2.0 1.9 1.4

Fire . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.4 1.0 0.8 0.8
All other 3 . . . . . . . . . . 4.0 6.4 6.8 7.0

1 Refers to club, hammer, etc. 2 Hands, fists, feet, etc. 3 Includes poison, drowning, explosives, narcotics, and unknown.

Source: U.S. Department of Justice, Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime in the United States, annual. See also
<http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/05cius/>.

Table 304. Murder Victims by Age, Sex, and Race: 2005

Age
Total

Sex Race

Male Female Unknown White Black Other Unknown

Murders, total. . . . . . . . . 14,860 11,683 3,155 22 7,133 7,125 390 212

Percent of total 1 . . . . . . . . . 100.0 78.6 21.2 0.1 48.0 47.9 2.6 1.4

Under 18 years old 2. . . . . . . . . . 1,446 1,019 422 5 716 670 35 25
18 years old and over 2 . . . . . . . . 13,153 10,474 2,677 2 6,302 6,370 350 131

Infant (under 1 year old) . . . . . . . 182 104 73 5 115 53 4 10
1 to 4 years old . . . . . . . . . . . . . 328 186 142 − 175 140 5 8
5 to 8 years old . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75 38 37 − 38 32 4 1
9 to 12 years old . . . . . . . . . . . . 78 38 40 − 39 36 2 1
13 to 16 years old . . . . . . . . . . . 456 365 91 − 208 237 10 1
17 to 19 years old . . . . . . . . . . . 1,349 1,184 165 − 555 751 32 11
20 to 24 years old . . . . . . . . . . . 2,834 2,460 374 − 1,110 1,606 93 25
25 to 29 years old . . . . . . . . . . . 2,262 1,920 342 − 951 1,247 48 16
30 to 34 years old . . . . . . . . . . . 1,649 1,341 308 − 736 860 36 17
35 to 39 years old . . . . . . . . . . . 1,257 930 326 1 625 586 32 14
40 to 44 years old . . . . . . . . . . . 1,194 874 320 − 636 504 38 16
45 to 49 years old . . . . . . . . . . . 938 705 233 − 528 373 25 12
50 to 54 years old . . . . . . . . . . . 708 543 164 1 403 277 19 9
55 to 59 years old . . . . . . . . . . . 384 275 109 − 259 108 13 4
60 to 64 years old . . . . . . . . . . . 272 192 80 − 175 81 11 5
65 to 69 years old . . . . . . . . . . . 183 108 75 − 125 51 6 1
70 to 74 years old . . . . . . . . . . . 159 96 63 − 117 38 4 −
75 years old and over . . . . . . . . . 291 134 157 − 223 60 3 5

Age unknown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 261 190 56 15 115 85 5 56

− Represents zero. 1 Because of rounding, details may not equal total. 2 Does not include unknown ages.

Source: U.S. Department of Justice, Federal Bureau of Investigation. Crime in the United States, annual. See <http://www.fbi.gov/ucr
/05cius/>.
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