
Table 254. Distance Education in Public Elementary and Secondary Schools:
2002−2003

[For the school year. Distance education courses are for-credit classes offered to students enrolled in the district where the teacher
and student were in different locations. They could be delivered via audio, video, Internet, or other computer technologies. Rea-
sons for districts providing these courses include offering courses not otherwise available, offering Advanced Placement courses,
addressing growing populations and space limitations, reducing scheduling conflicts for students, and permitting students who failed
a course to take the course again. Excludes such things as virtual field trips, online homework, or a course delivered mainly by writ-
ten correspondence. Based on the Fast Response Survey System and subject to sampling error; see source for details]
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All public school districts 2. . 15,040 5,480 327,670 61,590 74,570 11,660 38,920 49,210 39,090 222,090

District enrollment size:
Less than 2,500 . . . . . . . . . . 11,080 4,060 117,730 21,480 25,550 3,060 12,900 15,060 22,300 74,160
2,500 to 9,999 . . . . . . . . . . . 3,100 1,010 85,640 15,810 18,950 1,970 11,090 13,480 9,290 44,780
10,000 or more. . . . . . . . . . . 820 410 124,300 24,300 30,070 6,630 14,930 20,670 7,500 103,150

Region: 3

Northeast . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,040 640 42,070 6,060 8,280 3,020 4,830 4,730 5,300 17,420
South . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,750 790 59,010 10,240 12,490 1,420 5,400 8,920 11,120 50,410
Midwest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,390 2,500 108,140 21,250 21,500 2,750 14,270 17,040 14,250 60,560
West. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,850 1,540 118,450 24,040 32,290 4,470 14,420 18,520 8,410 93,700

Poverty concentration: 4

Less than 10 percent . . . . . . . 4,850 1,620 77,380 15,300 17,350 2,140 6,900 10,590 9,600 57,320
10 to 19 percent . . . . . . . . . . 5,330 2,220 97,300 18,370 23,820 3,000 10,720 15,030 10,600 77,810
20 percent or more . . . . . . . . 3,690 1,560 93,280 17,800 22,770 6,290 11,800 14,150 15,330 83,100

1 Includes other curriculum not shown separately. 2 Includes districts and enrollments where enrollment size and poverty
concentration were not known. 3 For composition or regions, see map inside front cover. 4 Percentage of children in the district
ages 5 to 17 in families living below the poverty level.

Source: U.S. National Center for Education Statistics, Distance Education Courses for Public Elementary and Secondary
School Students: 2002−03 NCES 2005-010, March 2005.

Table 255. Children and Youth With Disabilities Served by Selected Programs:
1995 to 2005

[In thousands (5,078.8 represents 5,078,800). As of Fall. For children and youth ages 6 to 21 served under the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) Part B. Includes outlying areas]

Disability 1995 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,078.8 5,677.9 5,773.9 5,861.4 5,959.1 6,045.4 6,116.4 6,109.6

Specific learning disabilities . . . . . . 2,601.8 2,867.7 2,881.6 2,878.3 2,878.6 2,867.1 2,839.3 2,780.2
Speech or language impairments. . . 1,026.9 1,087.8 1,093.4 1,093.2 1,110.9 1,128.1 1,149.6 1,157.2
Mental retardation. . . . . . . . . . . . . 585.6 614.3 613.4 605.0 591.7 582.6 567.6 545.5
Emotional disturbance . . . . . . . . . . 439.2 469.8 474.3 477.8 482.0 484.5 484.5 472.4
Multiple disabilities . . . . . . . . . . . . 94.5 113.0 122.9 128.7 130.8 132.7 133.4 133.9
Hearing impairments . . . . . . . . . . . 68.0 71.4 70.8 71.2 72.0 72.0 72.6 72.4
Orthopedic impairments . . . . . . . . . 63.2 71.4 73.0 73.7 74.0 68.2 65.4 63.1

Other health impairments . . . . . . . . 134.2 255.3 294.0 341.3 393.0 452.7 512.2 561.0
Visual impairments . . . . . . . . . . . . 25.5 26.4 26.0 25.8 26.1 25.9 26.1 26.0
Autism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29.1 66.0 79.6 98.6 118.8 141.1 166.5 193.6
Deaf-blind . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.4 1.7 1.3 1.6 1.6 1.7 1.7 1.6
Traumatic brain injury . . . . . . . . . . 9.6 13.9 14.9 20.8 21.5 22.5 23.3 23.5
Developmental delay 1. . . . . . . . . . (X) 19.3 28.6 45.3 58.3 66.3 74.4 79.1

X Not applicable. 1 States had the option of reporting children ages 3 to 9 under developmental delay beginning 1997.

Source: U.S. Department of Education, Office of Special Education Programs, Data Analysis System (DANS). See Internet site
<http://www.ideadata.org/index.html>.
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