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Director of U.S. Commercial Service’s Columbia Office Retiring - Ann Watts, Director of the Columbia Export Assistance Center, is retiring from the U.S. Commercial Service of the U.S. Department of Commerce, effective January 3, 2008.  Ann moved to South Carolina from Washington, DC, in 1994 to head Commercial Service activities in the state and retires in January after 38 years of Federal service, over 27 of them with the U.S. Department of Commerce.  Companies working with Ann on export activities should contact trade specialists in the Columbia, Charleston and Greenville offices for future assistance.  See the office directory on this page. 





























How do I know if my product qualifies for preferential treatment under the FTA with Jordan?


To qualify for preferential tariffs for export to Jordan, goods from the United States must meet three requirements: 





(1) The good must be produced entirely in the United States.  If foreign materials are included, the good may qualify provided that the foreign materials are “substantially transformed” by manufacturing or processing into a U.S. good; and


(2) The good must contain at least 35 percent U.S. content.  Jordanian content, up to 15 percent of the customs value, can count toward the 35 percent U.S. domestic content requirement; and


(3) Goods must be shipped to Jordan directly from the United States. 





To determine when your product can enter Jordan duty-free. Please see tariff elimination schedule at � HYPERLINK "http://www.export.gov/fta/jordan/TE.asp?dName=Jordan" ��http://www.export.gov/fta/jordan/TE.asp?dName=Jordan�.
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The U.S. Commercial Service (USCS) Offices Serving South Carolina: 





USCS Columbia, SC


Ann H. Watts, Director


Tel:  803-732-5211


Jayne Woodward, Trade Specialist


Tel:  803-732-5214


Patrice Mickens, Field Support Spec.


Tel:  803-732-5220


Office Fax:  803-732-5241


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Office.Columbia@mail.doc.gov" ��Office.Columbia@mail.doc.gov�





The Columbia, SC office services the following counties: Aiken, Allendale, Bamberg, Barnwell, Calhoun, Chester, Chesterfield, Clarendon, Darlington, Edgefield, Fairfield, Kershaw, Lancaster, Lee, Lexington, Newberry, Orangeburg, Richland, Saluda, Sumter, and York.�


USCS Charleston, SC


(843) 746-3404; 529-0305 fax


Phil Minard, Manager


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Phil.Minard@mail.doc.gov" ��Phil.Minard@mail.doc.gov�





The Charleston, SC office services the following counties: Beaufort, Berkeley, Charleston, Colleton, Dillon, Dorchester, Florence, Georgetown, Hampton, Horry, Jasper, Marion, Marlboro, Williamsburg�and supports Columbus, Brunswick, and New Hanover counties in North Carolina.��USCS Greenville, SC


(864) 250-8429; (864) 250-6729 fax


Denis Csizmadia, Manager


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Denis.Csizmadia@mail.doc.gov" ��Denis.Csizmadia@mail.doc.gov�





The Greenville office services the following counties: Abbeville, Anderson, Cherokee, Greenville, Greenwood, Laurens, McCormick, Oconee, Pickens, Spartanburg, and Union.
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Take Action!!!!… Go there








Chinese Deputy Chief of Mission to Talk about Trade - The Charleston Metro Chamber of Commerce and the U.S. Chamber of Commerce will host Minister Zheng Zeguang, Deputy Chief of Mission of the Embassy of the People's Republic of China for a special trade forum Friday, December 7, 2007 from 8 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. at Benefitfocus, 100 Benefitfocus Way, Daniel Island. Part of a six-city tour of the United States to promote trade with China, the Minister will discuss how U.S. companies can successfully take advantage of trade relations with China. The forum will focus on “China Business 2007: Expanding Opportunities with U.S. Companies” bringing local, national and international speakers together to provide insight on expanding operations to China and successfully investing in their economy. The cost is $125 per person, $85 Chamber member discount price until Dec. 5. This half-day forum is limited to 75 attendees. Register on the Chamber Store. Sponsorship opportunities are available. For more information contact Jill Galmarini at jgalmarini@charlestonchamber.org or call: 805.3015.





� HYPERLINK "https://tms.buyusa.gov/image_library/business/370058.jpg" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "https://tms.buyusa.gov/image_library/business/thumbs/370058.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����
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TRADE NEWS is the monthly newsletter of the U.S. Commercial Service, U.S. Dept. of Commerce in South Carolina that is distributed by email.  To correct, add or delete an address, send complete contact information to the Columbia USEAC at the email address or fax # above.
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Does your company have a Pan European Business Strategy?  U.S. exports are growing four times faster than the economy as a whole.  Europe presents a market filled with opportunities for U.S. businesses. If you're already doing business in one, two or several European countries, expansion throughout the continent is the next logical step.   Turkey is strategically positioned at the crossroads of Europe, Asia and the Middle East. Turkey’s increasing complex mix of modern industry and commerce continues to attract a diverse set of American companies.  By participating in this event U.S. companies have the chance to make or increase sales in this booming region and customize your itinerary according to country market demand.  Meet with U.S. Senior Commercial Officers from 27 Countries in Europe - All in one location.  Business-to-Business Matchmaking Appointments!   Customize your Itinerary.  Cost of Program $1,350.00. 


For additional information, to find out what sectors are the best prospects, and to register your interest, please visit the Trade Winds’ website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.buyusa.gov/northcarolina/tradewindseurope.html" ��http://www.buyusa.gov/northcarolina/tradewindseurope.html�.


Questions?  Please contact our Europe Team member in Charlotte:  Greg Sizemore Ph 704-333-4886/email: Greg.Sizemore@mail.doc.gov; 











�
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Korea: Newest Market of the Month – Korea is one of the world’s leading economies and an outstanding trading partner for the United States. With a high-tech industry, a sophisticated consumer market, and a long history of successful trade with the United States, Korea is a great market for U.S. companies to enter or from which to expand their Asian presence. The United States and Korea recently concluded negotiations to remove 95% of all tariffs under a free trade agreement. Secretary of Commerce Carlos Gutierrez described this Korea-U.S. Free Trade Agreement (KORUS) as the most significant trade agreement for the United States in 15 years.





Testimonial:  “Korea is a very easy place to do business. The companies and government agencies I have dealt with are very professional and friendly. They are also very efficient at processing required paperwork and payments. I just returned from my second sales and marketing visit to Seoul less than a month ago and already am seeing a significant increase in business due to my visit. We are a small software developer with a staff of ten.”  Daniel L. Herold, Vice President, Parallel Geoscience Corporation, Incline Village, Nevada.  Learn more about export opportunities in Korea today at � HYPERLINK "http://www.export.gov/articles/Mom_Korea.asp" ��http://www.export.gov/articles/Mom_Korea.asp�








Looking to enter the Mexican Market?  The U.S. Commercial Service’s Tijuana Border Program offers participants direct exposure to the physical transportation and documentation process of cross-border trade.  In its seven years of existence, the Border Program has served over 150 companies from all across America.


What is the Border Program?  It provides:


Education: Briefings on the U.S. and Mexican sides of the border on customs and documentation with hands on professionals;


Meetings with Buyers: Up to three buyer meetings to generate business potential immediately;


Follow up: close contact with the commercial specialists of the CS Tijuana staff; 


Small and focused attention: Border Programs are limited to eight companies at a time, to ensure one-on-one attention to clients;


Easy Access: only a day trip from sunny San Diego - and you will be picked up on the U.S. side of the border to ensure "hassle free" border crossings!


If your business is looking for the right balance of education and real business opportunities for NTE and NTM firms, think the Commercial Service’s Tijuana Border Program!  Don't believe us -- read our client testimonials at � HYPERLINK "http://www.buyusa.gov/mexico/en/82.html#_section3" ��http://www.buyusa.gov/mexico/en/82.html#_section3�.


For more information, please contact your local U.S. Export Assistance Center.





Best Wishes for a Happy Holiday Season from the Staff of the U.S. Commercial Service Offices in South Carolina!
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China IPR Webinar


December 11, 2007, 1:00-2:30 p.m. 





All you need is an Internet connection and a telephone!








USTR Schwab Announces U.S. Will Seek New Trade Agreement to Fight Fakes 


In a major step in the fight against intellectual property rights (IPR) counterfeiting and piracy, U.S. Trade Representative Susan C. Schwab announced on October 23 that the United States and some of its key trading partners will seek to negotiate an Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement (ACTA). In a press conference on Capitol Hill with Members of Congress and Ambassadors from countries who will be part of the new initiative, Schwab explained that ACTA is a bold leadership effort among countries that support high standards of enforcement against piracy and counterfeiting.  The participants in this effort will elaborate on a vision, developed over the past year, for a new agreement addressing three main areas: cooperation, best practices, and a strong legal framework for IPR enforcement.  Trading partners engaged in discussions so far include Canada, the European Union (with its 27 Member States), Japan, Korea, Mexico, New Zealand, and Switzerland. The ACTA would complement the Administration’s work to encourage other countries to meet the enforcement standards of the WTO Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS), and to comply with other international IPR agreements.  It will not involve any changes to the TRIPS Agreement.  Rather, the goal is to set a new, higher benchmark for enforcement that countries can join on a voluntary basis.








U.S. Commercial Service Mid-Atlantic Region Invites You to Attend:


Trade Winds Europe - Istanbul, Turkey April 14-16, 2008

































































		 




















Jordan-U.S. Free Trade Agreement (JUSFTA)


Liberalization of Trade in Goods & Services - Under the JUSFTA, tariff elimination started on January 1, 2001, and will lead to a free-tariff regime by 2011.  For more details, go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.ustr.gov/Trade_Agreements/Bilateral/Jordan/Section_Index.html" ��http://www.ustr.gov/Trade_Agreements/Bilateral/Jordan/Section_Index.html�. 








The US Trade Advocacy Center, Asian Development Bank Liaison Office - In its efforts to engage more US companies in ADB funded projects, the U.S. Trade Advocacy Center is now distributing a monthly update for companies interested in consulting and procurement opportunities. 





The International Market Insights report (IMI) is a compilation of development projects funded by the Asian Development Bank (ADB).   These are new consulting service opportunities funded by ADB technical assistance (TA) programs.  ADB funds technical assistance projects to prepare and implement major projects.  In 2006, ADB approved a total of 260 TA projects, worth over $241 million.  U.S. firms won $ 45.37 million consulting contracts out of this activity.  This IMI can be your link to these opportunities available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.buyusa.gov/adb/csadbtradeleads.html" ��http://www.buyusa.gov/adb/csadbtradeleads.html�.





The Foreign Government Tender (FGT) report gives U.S. exporters advance notice of government tenders within the ADB region.  The focus of this report is on national procurement initiated both in advance, as well as ongoing ADB procurement and recruitment of consultants for ADB-financed projects.  You may access this FGT at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.buyusa.gov/adb/csadbtradeleads.html" ��http://www.buyusa.gov/adb/csadbtradeleads.html�.
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Further Your Understanding of Current Trade Issues and Opportunities…





Your Global Business Partner








� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���





Conference to Focus on Business Opportunities in Middle East, North Africa


January 13-14, 2008, Dead Sea, Jordan





Explore the broad spectrum of trade options that await U.S. exporters interested in the Middle East and North Africa regions.  This conference will provide key information and guidance on ways to partner, trade, invest, and even transfer and develop new technologies in these profitable regions.


Make plans to attend and learn about major trade and investment opportunities in the communications and information technologies, energy, healthcare, transportation, and water sectors.  Conference presentation topics will also include economic initiatives and reforms, trade and investment incentives, and how bilateral and regional commercial ties can accelerate mutually beneficial growth and development in the U.S., Middle East, and North Africa.    Confirmed speakers include U.S. Department of Commerce Secretary Carlos Gutierrez and Senior Commercial Officers from Egypt, Iraq, Israel, Jordan, Kuwait, Morocco, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and United Arab Emirates.  The Commercial Officers will be available for one-on-one consultations with conference participants.   The registration is fee is $395.  For more information and to register: � HYPERLINK "http://www.BCIU.org" ��www.BCIU.org� or contact Masooma Hussain at 202-775-6074.








Chris Israel and Mark Cohen Discuss U.S. Government IPR Initiatives for China and Seek Industry Input: Chris Israel, U.S. Coordinator for International Intellectual Property, will report  from Washington on U.S. initiatives concerning international protection for U.S. intellectual property.  Joining him from Beijing, Mark Cohen, Senior IP attaché at the U.S. Embassy, will report on the Ambassador’s IPR Roundtable held this fall in Beijing and discuss the basic elements of the U.S. Embassy’s draft IPR Action Plan for China.  Discussion will cover U.S. priorities for 2008 relating to China’s intellectual property regime.  





The program is free.  No special software or computer configuration is needed to participate; only a phone line and a computer will be sent to you a week before the program.  To learn more about the webinar series, please go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.stopfakes.gov/events/china_webinar_series.asp" ��stopfakes.gov.�


















































		 




















Environmental Technology News…  Stay up to date on upcoming worldwide ET Events and bookmark valuable online resources with our GLOBAL ENVIRONMENTAL TEAM NEWSLETTER FALL 2007/WINTER 2008.  To download a copy, go to: � HYPERLINK "http://www.buyusa.gov/southcarolina/industryspecificnewsletters.html" ��http://www.buyusa.gov/southcarolina/industryspecificnewsletters.html�.
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Fedex and the US Commercial Service are Working Together on a Trade Mission to India…The trade mission represents an opportunity to experience India with visits to leading business centers, production sites, special economic zones and more.  The US Commercial Service is providing Gold Keys, market research and onsite support.  Dates:  February 3-9, 2008.  Recruitment closes December 14.  


For more information, please visit � HYPERLINK "http://offer.van.fedex.com/m/p/fdx/ind/trademission.asp" ��http://offer.van.fedex.com/m/p/fdx/ind/trademission.asp�





The South Carolina World Trade Center will be Traveling to the World Trade Center Mumbai on February 7th-10th to meet with suppliers, buyers and potential partners at the � HYPERLINK "http://www.itm-india.com/" ��ITM Expo 2008�.  To inquire more about details, please contact Melanie Figueiredo at 843-852-9880, melanief@scwtc.org or visit the WTC online – � HYPERLINK "http://www.scwtc.org" ��http://www.scwtc.org�.

















Missions to India
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South Carolina’s Trade Mission to Tokyo, Japan – February 25th – 29th, 2008


In conjunction with Tokyo’s upcoming Fuel Cell Expo, the South Carolina Dept. of Commerce is leading a trade mission for SC companies, Research Institutions, Innovation Centers and Government Officials to the World’s largest Hydrogen & Fuel Cell Expo (� HYPERLINK "http://www.fcexpo.jp/english" ��http://www.fcexpo.jp/english�).  In collaboration with our US Commercial Service office in Tokyo, this mission offers Gold Key One-on-One meetings for South Carolina firms looking to find distribution and representation partners in Japan, official receptions and organized visits, as well as representation at the Fuel Cell Expo for firms and organizations in the fast-growing Hydrogen / Fuel Cell industry.





The registration fee is $1,500 for 2 days of Gold Key meetings, but does not cover any travel or lodging-related expenses.  For further information, please call Gregory Guest, Asia Manager, SC Department of Commerce (803) 737-0651, � HYPERLINK "mailto:gguest@sccommerce.com" ��gguest@sccommerce.com�, or Phil Minard, Charleston Export Assistance Center (843) 746-3404, � HYPERLINK "mailto:phil.minard@mail.doc.gov" ��phil.minard@mail.doc.gov�.
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