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(5) Determining the validity of rated 
orders.

§ 700.53 Criteria for assistance. 
Requests for special priorities assist-

ance should be timely, i.e., the request 
has been submitted promptly and 
enough time exists for the Delegate 
Agency or Commerce to effect a mean-
ingful resolution to the problem, and 
must establish that: 

(a) There is an urgent need for the 
item; and 

(b) The applicant has made a reason-
able effort to resolve the problem.

§ 700.54 Instances where assistance 
will not be provided. 

Special priorities assistance is pro-
vided at the discretion of the Delegate 
Agencies and Commerce when it is de-
termined that such assistance is war-
ranted to meet the objectives of this 
regulation. Examples where assistance 
may not be provided include situations 
when a person is attempting to: 

(a) Secure a price advantage; 
(b) Obtain delivery prior to the time 

required to fill a rated order; 
(c) Gain competitive advantage; 
(d) Disrupt an industry apportion-

ment program in a manner designed to 
provide a person with an unwarranted 
share of scarce items; or 

(e) Overcome a supplier’s regularly 
established terms of sale or conditions 
of doing business. 

[49 FR 30414, July 30, 1984. Redesignated at 54 
FR 601, Jan. 9, 1989, as amended at 63 FR 
31924, June 11, 1998]

§ 700.55 Assistance programs with 
Canada and other nations. 

(a) To promote military assistance to 
foreign nations, this section provides 
for authorizing priority ratings to per-
sons in Canada and in other foreign na-
tions to obtain items in the United 
States in support of approved pro-
grams. Although priority ratings have 
no legal authority outside of the 
United States, this section also pro-
vides information on how persons in 
the United States may obtain informal 
assistance in Canada. 

(b) Canada. (1) The joint U.S.-Cana-
dian military arrangements for the de-
fense of North America and the inte-
grated nature of their defense indus-

tries as set forth in the U.S.-Canadian 
Statement of Principles for Economic Co-
operation (October 26, 1950) require 
close coordination and the establish-
ment of a means to provide mutual as-
sistance to the defense industries lo-
cated in both countries. 

(2) The Department of Commerce co-
ordinates with the Canadian Public 
Works and Government Services Can-
ada on all matters of mutual concern 
relating to the administration of this 
regulation. A copy of the Memorandum 
of Understanding between the two de-
partments is provided at appendix IV. 

(3) Any person in the United States 
ordering defense items in Canada 
should inform the Canadian supplier 
that the items being ordered are to be 
used to fill a rated order. The Canadian 
supplier should be informed that if pro-
duction materials are needed from the 
United States by the supplier or the 
supplier’s vendor to fill the order, they 
should contact the Canadian Public 
Works and Government Services Can-
ada for authority to place rated orders 
in the United States. 

(4) Any person in Canada producing 
defense items for the Canadian govern-
ment may also obtain priority rating 
authority for items to be purchased in 
the United States by applying to the 
Canadian Public Works and Govern-
ment Services Canada in accordance 
with procedures specified by that De-
partment. 

(5) Persons in Canada needing special 
priorities assistance in obtaining de-
fense items in the United States may 
apply for such assistance to the Cana-
dian Public Works and Government 
Services Canada. Public Works and 
Government Services Canada will for-
ward appropriate requests to Com-
merce. 

(6) Any person in the United States 
requiring assistance in obtaining items 
in Canada must submit a request 
through the Delegate Agency to Com-
merce on Form BIS–999. Commerce will 
forward appropriate requests to the Ca-
nadian Public Works and Government 
Services Canada. 

(c) Foreign nations. (1) Any person in 
a foreign nation other than Canada re-
quiring assistance in obtaining defense 
items in the United States or priority 
rating authority for defense items to 
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be purchased in the United States, 
should apply for such assistance or rat-
ing authority to the U.S. Department 
of Defense. The request must be spon-
sored by the government of the foreign 
nation prior to its submission. 

(2) If the Department of Defense en-
dorses the request, it will be forwarded 
to Commerce for appropriate action. 

[49 FR 30414, July 30, 1984. Redesignated at 54 
FR 601, Jan. 9, 1989, as amended at 63 FR 
31924, June 11, 1998]

Subpart I—Official Actions

§ 700.60 General provisions. 

(a) Commerce may, from time-to-
time, take specific official actions to 
implement or enforce the provisions of 
this regulation. 

(b) Several of these official actions 
(Rating Authorizations, Directives, and 
Letters of Understanding) are discussed 
in this subpart. Other official actions 
which pertain to compliance (Adminis-
trative Subpoenas, Demands for Infor-
mation, and Inspection Authorizations) 
are discussed in § 700.71(b).

§ 700.61 Rating Authorizations. 

(a) A Rating Authorization is an offi-
cial action granting specific priority 
rating authority that: 

(1) Permits a person to place a pri-
ority rating on an order for an item not 
normally ratable under this regulation; 
or 

(2) Authorizes a person to modify a 
priority rating on a specific order or 
series of contracts or orders. 

(b) To request priority rating author-
ity, see § 700.51.

§ 700.62 Directives. 

(a) A Directive is an official action 
which requires a person to take or re-
frain from taking certain actions in ac-
cordance with its provisions. 

(b) A person must comply with each 
Directive issued. However, a person 
may not use or extend a Directive to 
obtain any items from a supplier, un-
less expressly authorized to do so in 
the Directive. 

(c) Directives take precedence over 
all DX rated orders, DO rated orders, 
and unrated orders previously or subse-

quently received, unless a contrary in-
struction appears in the Directive.

§ 700.63 Letters of Understanding. 
(a) A Letter of Understanding is an 

official action which may be issued in 
resolving special priorities assistance 
cases to reflect an agreement reached 
by all parties (Commerce, the Delegate 
Agency, the supplier, and the cus-
tomer). 

(b) A Letter of Understanding is not 
used to alter scheduling between rated 
orders, to authorize the use of priority 
ratings, to impose restrictions under 
this regulation, or to take other offi-
cial actions. Rather, Letters of Under-
standing are used to confirm produc-
tion or shipping schedules which do not 
require modifications to other rated or-
ders.

Subpart J—Compliance

§ 700.70 General provisions. 
(a) Compliance actions may be taken 

for any reason necessary or appropriate 
to the enforcement or the administra-
tion of the Defense Production Act, the 
Selective Service Act and related stat-
utes, this regulation, or an official ac-
tion. Such actions include audits, in-
vestigations, or other inquiries. 

(b) Any person who places or receives 
a rated order should be thoroughly fa-
miliar with, and must comply with, the 
provisions of this regulation. 

(c) Willful violation of any of the pro-
visions of Title I or section 705 of the 
Defense Production Act, this regula-
tion, or an official action of the De-
partment of Commerce, is a criminal 
act, punishable as provided in the De-
fense Production Act and as set forth 
in § 700.74 of this regulation. 

[49 FR 30414, July 30, 1984. Redesignated at 54 
FR 601, Jan. 9, 1989, as amended at 63 FR 
31924, June 11, 1998]

§ 700.71 Audits and investigations. 
(a) Audits and investigations are offi-

cial examinations of books, records, 
documents, other writings and infor-
mation to ensure that the provisions of 
the Defense Production Act, the Selec-
tive Service Act and related statutes, 
this regulation, and official actions 
have been properly followed. An audit 
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