
No. 149. Physicians by Selected Activity: 1980 to 2002
[In thousands (467.7 represents 467,700). As of Dec. 31, except 1990 as of Jan. 1, and as noted. Includes Puerto Rico and
island areas]

Activity 1980 1990 1995 1999 2000 2001 2002

Doctors of medicine, total. . . . . . . . 467.7 615.4 720.3 797.6 813.8 836.2 853.2
Professionally active . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 435.5 560.0 646.0 720.9 737.5 751.7 768.5

Place of medical education:
U.S. medical graduates . . . . . . . . . . 343.6 437.2 492.2 542.2 554.2 562.3 573.7
Foreign medical graduates 1 . . . . . . . 91.8 122.8 153.8 178.7 183.4 189.4 194.8

Sex: Male . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 386.7 463.9 505.9 544.1 551.7 556.6 564.0
Female. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48.7 96.1 140.1 176.7 185.8 195.1 204.5

Active nonfederal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 417.7 539.5 624.9 702.8 718.1 731.7 748.3
Patient care . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 361.9 487.8 564.1 610.7 631.4 652.3 658.1

Office-based practice . . . . . . . . . . . . 271.3 359.9 427.3 473.2 490.4 514.0 516.2
General and family practice . . . . . . 47.8 57.6 59.9 66.2 67.5 70.0 71.7
Cardiovascular diseases . . . . . . . . 6.7 10.7 13.7 15.6 16.3 17.0 17.0
Dermatology . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.4 6.0 7.0 7.8 8.0 8.2 8.3
Gastroenterology . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.7 5.2 7.3 8.2 8.5 8.9 9.0
Internal medicine . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40.5 57.8 72.6 84.6 88.7 94.7 96.5
Pediatrics . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17.4 26.5 33.9 40.5 42.2 44.8 46.1
Pulmonary diseases . . . . . . . . . . . 2.0 3.7 5.0 5.7 6.1 6.6 6.7
General surgery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22.4 24.5 24.1 26.8 24.5 25.6 24.9
Obstetrics and gynecology . . . . . . . 19.5 25.5 29.1 31.1 31.7 32.6 32.7
Ophthalmology . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.6 13.1 14.6 15.2 15.6 16.0 16.1
Orthopedic surgery . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.7 14.2 17.1 17.0 17.4 17.8 18.1
Otolaryngology . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.3 6.4 7.1 7.3 7.6 7.9 8.0
Plastic surgery. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.4 3.8 4.6 5.1 5.3 5.5 5.6
Urological surgery . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.2 7.4 8.0 8.2 8.5 8.6 8.6
Anesthesiology . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.3 17.8 23.8 26.6 27.6 28.9 28.7
Diagnostic radiology . . . . . . . . . . . 4.2 9.8 12.8 14.3 14.6 15.6 15.9
Emergency medicine . . . . . . . . . . (NA) 8.4 11.7 13.9 14.5 15.8 16.9
Neurology . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.2 5.6 7.6 8.1 8.6 9.2 9.0
Pathology, anatomical/clinical . . . . . 6.0 7.3 9.0 10.1 10.3 10.6 10.1
Psychiatry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15.9 20.0 23.3 24.4 25.0 25.7 25.4
Other specialty . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31.9 28.8 35.0 36.4 42.0 44.1 41.0

Hospital-based practice . . . . . . . . . . 90.6 127.9 136.8 137.2 141.0 138.3 141.9
Residents and interns 2 . . . . . . . . . 59.6 89.9 93.7 92.5 95.1 92.9 96.5
Full-time hospital staff . . . . . . . . . . 31.0 38.0 43.1 44.8 45.9 45.4 45.3

Other professional activity 3 . . . . . . . . . 35.2 39.0 40.3 41.2 41.6 41.0 41.1
Not classified . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20.6 12.7 20.6 50.9 45.1 38.3 49.1

Federal. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17.8 20.5 21.1 18.1 19.4 20.0 20.2
Patient care . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14.6 16.1 18.1 14.7 16.0 16.6 16.7
Other professional activity 3 . . . . . . . . . 3.2 4.4 3.0 3.4 3.4 3.4 3.5

Inactive/unknown address . . . . . . . . . . . . 32.1 55.4 74.3 76.8 76.3 84.5 84.7

Doctors of osteopathy 4 . . . . . . . . . 18.8 30.9 35.7 43.5 44.9 47.0 49.2

NA Not available. 1 Foreign medical graduates received their medical education in schools outside the United States and
Canada. 2 Includes clinical fellows. 3 Includes medical teaching, administration, research, and other. 4 As of June 1. Total
DOs. Data from American Osteopathic Association, Chicago, IL.

Source: Except as noted, American Medical Association, Chicago, IL, Physician Characteristics and Distribution in the U.S.,
annual (copyright).

No. 150. Active Nonfederal Physicians, 2002, and Nurses, 2001 by State 

[As of December. Excludes doctors of osteopathy, federally-employed persons, and physicians with addresses unknown. Includes 
all physicians not classified according to activity status] 

State 
Physicians Nurses 

State 
Physicians Nurses 

Total Rate 1 Total Rate 1 Total Rate 1 Total Rate 1 

United States. . 738,076 256 2,262,020 793 Missouri . . . . . . . . .  13,237  233  52,970  940  
Alabama . . . . . . . . .  9,054  202  36,400  814  Montana . . . . . . . . .  1,960  215  7,620  842  
Alaska . . . . . . . . . .  1,246  194  4,930  778  Nebraska . . . . . . . .  3,975  230  15,970  928  
Arizona. . . . . . . . . .  10,648  196  34,880  657  Nevada . . . . . . . . .  3,762  174  10,840  517  
Arkansas . . . . . . . .  5,257  194  19,860  737  New Hampshire . . . .  3,205  251  11,190  889  
California . . . . . . . .  88,045  252  185,550 536 New  Jersey  . . . . . . .  26,183  305  71,500  840  
Colorado. . . . . . . . .  10,627  236  33,510  756  New Mexico . . . . . .  4,103  222  11,630  635  
Connecticut . . . . . . .  12,438  360  32,740  953  New  York  . . . . . . . .  73,710  385  165,580 868 
Delaware . . . . . . . .  1,951  242  7,280  913  North  Carolina  . . . . .  20,039  241  72,050  878  
District of Columbia . 3,890 683 8,600 1,498 North Dakota . . . . . .  1,444  228  6,460  1,014  
Florida  . . . . . . . . . .  39,612  237  129,610 792 Ohio  . . . . . . . . . . .  28,314  248  103,870 912 
Georgia . . . . . . . . .  17,790  208  58,600  697  Oklahoma . . . . . . . .  5,705  163  22,890  660  
Hawaii . . . . . . . . . .  3,474  280  8,680  707  Oregon. . . . . . . . . .  8,528  242  26,040  750  
Idaho . . . . . . . . . . .  2,158  161  8,400  636  Pennsylvania . . . . . .  35,937  291  132,120 1,074 
Illinois . . . . . . . . . .  33,341  265  104,830 837 Rhode Island . . . . . .  3,638  341  11,160  1,053  
Indiana  . . . . . . . . . .  12,748  207  49,590  809  South Carolina. . . . .  8,978  219  28,130  693  
Iowa  . . . . . . . . . . .  5,232  178  30,190  1,030  South Dakota . . . . .  1,531  201  8,440  1,114  
Kansas. . . . . . . . . .  5,699  210  24,680  913  Tennessee . . . . . . .  14,470  250  48,880  850  
Kentucky . . . . . . . .  8,943  219  34,920  858  Texas . . . . . . . . . . .  44,315  204  129,710 607 
Louisiana . . . . . . . .  11,570  258  36,690  821  Utah  . . . . . . . . . . .  4,638  200  13,830  607  
Maine. . . . . . . . . . .  3,243  250  13,390  1,043  Vermont . . . . . . . . .  2,131  346  5,820  949  
Maryland  . . . . . . . .  20,587  378  43,340  805  Virginia. . . . . . . . . .  18,439  253  55,440  770  
Massachusetts. . . . .  27,389  427  75,580  1,181  Washington . . . . . . .  15,176  250  45,170  754  
Michigan. . . . . . . . .  23,072  230  83,950  839  West  Virginia  . . . . . .  3,987  221  15,850  880  
Minnesota . . . . . . . .  13,239  263  46,990  943  Wisconsin . . . . . . . .  13,915  256  49,610  918  
Mississippi  . . . . . . .  4,891  171  22,290  779  Wyoming . . . . . . . .  878  176  3,780  765  

1 Per 100,000 resident population. Based on U.S. Census Bureau estimates as of July 1. 

Source: Physicians: American Medical Association, Chicago, IL, Physician Characteristics and Distribution in the U.S., annual 
(copyright); Nurses: U.S. Dept. of Health and Human Services, Health Resources and Services Administration, unpublished data. 
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