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Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
All levels of government have a shared stake and a shared responsibility in homeland security.

An important part of that shared responsibility is national preparedness --collectively achieving and sustaining the capability to prevent terrorism, to protect against its effects, and to respond and recover effectively from attacks and natural disasters that do occur. 

A concerted effort is now underway to broaden the focus of preparedness efforts to a larger National Preparedness mission that encompasses prevention, protection, response and recovery.

National preparedness efforts and activities will focus on building core capabilities to manage a range of potential threats and meet identified national priorities in a resource-constrained environment.

The ongoing threat of terrorist attacks and natural disasters requires a national preparedness system in which Federal, State, local and tribal entities have requisite capabilities in place, communicate easily, and coordinate resources effectively.

A key concept for the development and sustainment of capabilities in a common approach is a process called capabilities-based planning.  Let me tell you all about it…

�


Objectives

= Discuss the importance of reaching out to a
specific segment of America’s population and
how we can modify current preparedness
materials and training meet our objectives

e CERT literature
e Terrorism DVD

* Preparedness literature
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Objectives (cont.)

= Demonstrate how Michigan is partnering with
community organizations and human resources to
connect with the Arab-American Community in the
Metro Detroit Area

= Discuss important elements to consider when
reaching out to a specific community
— Culture
— Customs
— Religion
— Past community relations
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Demographics

= Nearly one-half million Arabic-speaking people
reside in the state of Michigan.

— Largest concentration of Arabs outside the Arab world
— Living in over 40 cities in the Metro Detroit Area

— Immigration and refugee movement due to the social
and political unrest in the Middle East, and the
escalating birth rate among Arab-Americans will
Increase the population in Michigan and throughout

the United States
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Demographics (continued)

= The term “Arab-American” refers to the
members and descendants of Arabic-
speaking populations who migrated to
the United States from the Arab world, a
geographical region stretching from
Syria in the north, to Yemen in the south,
and from Morocco on the Atlantic Ocean
INn the west to the Persian Gulf countries
INn the east.
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Demographics (cont.)

= Reasons for Arab Immigration and refuge

- Political unrest

- War

- Desire for freedom and democracy

- Better economic opportunities

- Higher standard of living

- To join family members already here
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City of Dearborn
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Mr. Bazzy & 3" Graders

MUSLIM
AMERICAN
YOUTH ACADEMY

M.A.Y.A.
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City of Dearborn
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Typical City Block in Arab-American Community
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Islamic Center of America
(largest mosque in US)
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Muslim American Youth Academy (M.A.Y.A))
Students and Principle
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Community Involvement

= There are distinct schools, churches,
Mosques, bookstores, newspapers, and
radio and television programming that cater
to the community.

= Although most professional fields are well
represented among the Arab-American and
Chaldean community, a significant number
own and operate various businesses
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Community Involvement (continued)

* The many restaurants, shops, markets, and
a variety of businesses with distinct cultural
iIdentity demonstrate the ethnic
characteristics and diversity of this
community

= The community has also produced
nationally acclaimed and internationally
recognized artists, poets, writers, and
musicians.
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Golden Bakery (Dearborn)
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Al-Salam Meat Store (Dearborn)
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Physician
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From ACC Website
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Steps to Success

= |dentify Partners

= Develop a plan

= Put the plan into action
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Michigan’s Program: Step #1

= |[dentify Partners
— City of Dearborn Emergency Management Division

— City of Dearborn Heights Emergency Management
Division

— City of Southfield Emergency Management Division

— Arab-American and Chaldean Council (ACC)
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Southfield EMD
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Dearborn EMD (Lt. Brad Smith)
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ACC CEO (Dr. Haifa Fakhourti)
and Detroit Headqguarters
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Arab-American and Chaldean Council

WWWw.myacc.org

= The Arab-American and Chaldean Council (ACC)
IS a non-profit 501(c)3 organization founded In
1979 to provide much-needed human and social
services to the Middle Eastern and mainstream
communities.

= Programs deliver various educational, employment
and training, behavioral health, youth recreational
and self enrichment services, cultural activities
and health services
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Arab-American and Chaldean Council

(cont.)

= Since their beginning in the city of Detrolt,
ACC has grown to provide nearly 500,000
services annually from 39 outreach offices In
the Metro Detroit tri-county area
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Arab-American and Chaldean Council

(cont)

= Mission Statement

— Acting as a bridge of understanding, ACC
maximizes the skills, resources and expertise

of the community to:

» Build cooperation and communication

* Increase cross-cultural understanding through education
e Deliver human services, counseling, and opportunities

* Gear community members toward achievement
 Empower through employment training and placement
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Michigan’s Program: Step #2

= Develop a Plan

— Host a meeting with all partners to develop a
plan to implement the Citizen Corp programs
Into the Arab-American Community
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Michigan’s Program: Step #2 (cont.)

= Promote the program

— Utilize the human and community
resources available through the partners to
iInform the public of the mission, goals, and
objectives of the program

AMosques, Churches, Cable TV,
newspapers, businesses, word of mouth
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Michigan’s Program: Step #3

= Put Plan Into Action

— Host workshops/informational meetings

* Educate community on the importance of the community
preparedness component of Homeland Security

o Learn about Citizen Corp Programs and preparedness
* Increase awareness and interest in CERT

« Use your own creativity and the input from your partners
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Michigan’s Program: Step #3 (cont.)

= Host CERT trainings

— Utilize CERT manuals and other training materials
translated to Arabic

— Utilize bilingual CERT trainers to translate verbal
Instructions

— Rely on community partners to select appropriate
location for training
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Frank Coutts (Southfield)
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CERT Presentation In Arabic
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C.E.R.T. Training
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Issues to Consider

= Arab children (immigrant, first, second and
third generation) living in American society
are confronted with cultural conflicts in
attempting to define their roles in a
pluralistic society
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Issues to Consider (cont.)

= This community has experienced the
negative impact of fear, prejudice, anxiety
and depression associated with the
aftermath of the events of September 11th
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Issues to Consider (cont.)

= Although they speak both English and
Arabic, some members of the Arab-
American community neither read nor write
either language
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Issues to Consider (cont.)

*= Due to the lack of knowledge and
understanding of the Arabic culture and a
history of limited communication between
the Arab-American community and local
governments, it is imperative that
partnerships are formed with community
organizations, such as the ACC, to break
down barriers and build trust.
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COMMUNITY PREPAREDNESS

» Remember the focus is community and
citizen preparedness

= \We must continue to increase the size and
effectiveness of our network of volunteer
emergency responders by reaching out to
every community
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Michigan’s Future Goals

= Build on our partnerships

— Dearborn CERT Program is currently partnering
with Ford Motor Company

= [ncrease the number of Arab-American
CERT members

— this goal can be accomplished by partnering
with businesses and community organizations
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Michigan’s Future Goals (cont.)

= Expand other Citizen Corp Programs into the
Arab-American Community

— Neighborhood Watch, Volunteers in Police Service, Fire
Corps, Medical Reserve Corp

= Target other segments of Michigan’s
population that have not been exposed to
Citizen Corp

— Develop partnerships with community leaders and
organizations
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Contact information

Dearborn Fire Department, Lt Bradley A. Smith, Emergency Management
Coordinator, 313-943-5470, bsmith@ci.dearborn.mi.us

Dearborn Heights, Mr Bob Ankrapp, Assistant Emergency Management
Coordinator(313) 277-7717, ankrappb@dearbornheightspd.com

City of Southfield, Mr Frank Coultts, Director of Emergency Management
Division, 248-796-5992, fcoutts@cityofsouthfield.com

Arab-American and Chaldean Council, Mr. Nabby Yono, Vice President,
Community Relations, 248-559-1990, nabbyy@myacc.org
(www.myacc.org)

Sgt. Kevin Sweeney, Michigan State Police EMHSD, 517-336-6429,
sweeneyvk@michigan.gov

F/Lt Harold Love, Michigan State Police EMHSD, 517-333-5038,
loveh@michigan.gov
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Questions & Feedback
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