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The Federal Government agencies have a ~ r a w i n g  requirement for 
fixed-satellite and mobi-le-satellite service carnrnunications. 
These rernirernents, presently and in the fu ture ,  will include the 
use of cammercial satellite systems. The Congress, in the 
Communications Sa te l l i e s  Act sf 1962, and the NTIA Manual, 
Section 2,3.3 g;avernment-Use of Commercial TeZecomrnunication 
ServiceI both r e ~ i r e  tne Government agencies to utilize 
comnercial comunication satellite systems unless specified 
eondlt~ons cannot be mec ( e . g . ,  cost, unique governmental needs, 
;n the national in terese)  . Additionally, in the Fiscal Year 1992 
Defense Appropriations Act, Congress directed DoD to study its 
long tern csmunications needs and to deternine to what degree 
and haw the induscq be l i eves  those needs could be met by 
commercial systems . 
Currently, in the majorlay a f  the bands in whach commercial 
satellite s e n i c e s  are provided, Government earth stations 
operations are sn an ~xipratected, non-interference basis. In 
these Sands, m I A  r eqes t s  that the National Table of Frequency 
A ~ ~ o c ~ K ~ o ~ s  be modified to allow the Government earth stations to 
operate on a p r i m a q  basiis. 

Presently, the National "d"&le of Frequency A3locations limits use 
of the  fixed-satellite selt-vice (FSS) in the bands 3600-4200, 
4580-4800, 5 8 5 0 - - 7 0 7 5 ,  10700-13250,  1 3 7 5 0 - 1 4 5 0 8 ,  67300-17800, 
27500-30000, and 38600-59503 KHz and of t h e  mobile-satellite 
s e r r i r e  (MSS) i r r  the bands 14000-14580, 19709-20200, and 29500- 
300638 MHz tc=\ man-Gavernmexlt operations, It is noted that in the 
band 17800-28200 m z ,  per footnote US334, Government space 
stations (for a Government geostationary satellite network to 
operate an a p r i m a q  basxs, the space station shall be located 
outside the arc measure&, from East to West, SOg W to 120° W) and 
assaciated ear th  stations in the fixed-.satellite. (space-to-Earth) 
senVace may be authcrized an a primary basis. Operation of 
Government earth statiocs wath non-Government satellites in the 
band 17.8-20.2 GWz does not conform to the National Allocation 
Table. Therefore, with the exception of US334 and stations in 
the national interest, Federal Government agencies' earth 
stations operate i n  these bands on an mprotected,  non- 
interference baqza. %f there is an interference problem to or 
Pram a non-Govement e a r t h  Or terrestrial station from a 
ravemasent earth station, the Government earth station is subject 
ra Imediate shut-down. Therefore, a Gavcr,mment agency could 
have an earth station which has been in operation f o r  many 



years,  and if a new noa;~-Government terrestrial system is put into 
o~eration in such a wav that there was interference to or from 
the Government earth station, the reqstirement f o r  solving any 
interference problems wollld he the sespcnsibility of the 
operators of tX3e Gavernment station, 

Due to this national a~docation situation, ravernment agencies 
have been discouraged :;rorn using commercial satellite services, 
desp9ce mandates f r o m  iflrirlgress and NTTA to use such services to 
satisfy their corrmunieat~or-rs requirements, Allowing Government 
earth stations access k a  these bands on an ewal basis with the 
non-Government users would be advantageous to the Federal 
agencies as weIl as t h e  commercial satellite service providers. 

Jn r;he aLbocati.sns to r:kze mobile-satellite serrice for the little 
and big LEOS as a resuit- cf W m C - 9 2 ,  NTIA and FCC agreed to co- 
equal Governmenzjnon-Gcverr~ment earth station use of commercial 
satellite systems (footnote US319) . 
To al2ow Goverlzment earttt^* station operations in the FSS and MSS, 
as a~proprlaee, in bands not currently allocated for Government 
use, the Federal Goversmenil; agencies, th.rough. the Interdepartment 
Radio Wdvisoq C ~ ~ n m i t t c e  ( I R A C ) ,  have relpested that the National 
Table of F r e r ~ e n c y  be amended by adding US footnotes 
sirnilar to US329 ,  The specific bands will need co be determined. 
Examples of chese proposed amendments to the National Table are 
rontained in the SncPosure, Government earth station applicants 
would be r e q ~ i r e d  ts con112ly with appropriate technical and 
eoordinatian rewiremenas of  the FCC r~les. These proposed 
footnotes would not a l l 3 w  operation af Governmer.t satellites in 
these bands, 

with a view to deeemining the best way to proceed on these 
~ropased modnfications ea the Allocation Table, request our 
staffs begin discussxons. Edward M. Oavison will be the NTIA 
cowcact: paint (phone (2323-482-11634; fax (2021-482-2830;  email 
edavison8ntia.d~c.gov) - Please have the member of your staff who 
will ke the FCC contact 2oint on this issue eoctact  Mr. Davison 
to begin discussions. 

Richard d .  Parlow 
Associate Administrator 
Office of Spectrum Management 
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PLES OF POSSIBLE ammmNTS TO THE ELLOCATION TABLE' . 

appropriate semicc ta Government portion of the Table of 
Frevency Allocations with  proper footnote: 

- In the bands % 3 6 0 0 - 4 2 0 0 ,  4500-4800, 5850-7075, 10700- 
8 3 2 5 0 ,  13750-14500. 17300-17800, 2 7 5 0 0 - 3 0 0 0 0 ,  and 38600- 
395OOl m z ,  Governsglen? stations operating in the fixed- 
satellite senvice shall be limited to earth stations 
operating wick nsn-(3overnment satellites , 

Pa3D USZZZ- In the ban& f17808-2020@] Miz, witt: the exception of 
stations authorized in accordance w ~ t h  US334, Government 
statiuns,eiperatiq in the fixed-satellite service shall be 
iimlted to earth stations operating with non-Government 
satellites. 

mf: L l ' S n Y -  In the bancs l19100-20200 and 29500-30000I MHz, 
Government s&%tioA?s operating in the rnohil e -satelli te 
se~q-ice shall be ij-xaited to earth sl:ations operating with 
con-Government satell~tes. 

EXo change to the Table: 

M9G US287--The band 914-.14.5] GHz is also allccated to the FSB- 
-Parid moalle-satellite servlr$c:e [Earth-to-space) on 

a secondan7 basis, Acthorization of Government stations 
shall be lim~ted tl-Leartk stations operat ins  with non- 
Government sat el .ii;.es. - 

"specific bands t:o be d-etemined 


