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Mr. Eugene J. Voiland
President &; CEO
A«a Energy t u.c
1 0000 Ming Avenue
P.O. Box 11164
Bakersfield, CA 93389-1164

RE: CPF No. S-2001'(xx)1

Dear Mr. Volland:

Enclosed is the Final Order issued by the Associate Administrator for Pipeline Safety in the
above-referenced case. It makes findings of violation and requires certain corrective action and
revision of certain operating and maintenance procedures. When the tenns of the compliance order
and the amendment of procedures are completed, as determined by the Director, Western Region,
this enforcement action will be closed. Your receipt of the Final Order constitutes service of that

document under 49 C.F.R. § 190.5.

Elx:lOIaD'e

Mr. RH. John,cc:
Mr. Mark Poe, Environmental Advisor
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Sincerely,

.4w~'"Ih
Pipeline Compliance Registry
Office of Pipeline Safety

Vice-President of Operations



DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT AnON
RESEARCH AND SPECIAL PROGRAMS ADMINISTRAnON

OFFICE OF PIPELINE SAFETY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 2M90

In the M8Iter of

AERA ENERGY, LLC.

R~MIeIIt.

DIving November 27 throu8h Decemba' 1. 2(xx).1Ixt on December 11. 2(XX). pursuant to 49 V.S.C.
§ 60 117 . a representative of the Office ofPipeline Safety (OPS) conducted an on-site pipeline safety
~tiOD of Resporldcnt's facilities aIMi records at Bakersfield, California. As a result of the
~~on. the Director. Wcstan Regioa. OPS. iaued to R~.1t, by Ieita' datcd January 10.
2001. a Notice of Problble ViolMion, Pr~oeed Comp~ Order. and Notice ofAlDelxbnent
(Notice). In accordance with 49 C.F.R. § 190.207, the Notice proposed finding that Respondent
QOIDDIitted violations of 49 C.F.R. Patt 19211xt ~Ied that Respondent take ca1ain ~ to
\X'-.~ the a1Jcged violMiODl. The Notice alIO P'OPC. in accord.x.e with 49 C.F.R. t 190.237.
that R~pondcnt amend its procedlDa fix' ~rations. Maintenance and EmersenciCI.

R~.Jt requested and wu grmtcd m extension of time to ~ to the Notice. ReIpOnda1t
responded to the Notice by letter dated April 27. 2001 (Responae). Respondent did not contest the
alJegltiooa of violation but provided information c~aoing the corTective actions it has taken.
RapcxKtelJt did DOt request a he8iDg, - tberefUl~ b8 wai'Ved its right to ODe.

R~xIent did not contest the alleged violatiom in the Notice. Accordingly, I fuxI that Respondent
violated 49 C.F .R. Part 192, U more fully dcscn"bed in the Notice:

49 C.F.R. §192.463(a) - faihue to provide .
Mojave-Elk Hills to North Midway Pipeline ;

Highway 33 crossing to the end of the line.
leldi"gI wae recorded 00 both lines.

5-2001-(KM)1CPF No.

F1NAL ORDER

nNDlNGS OF VlOLADON

adequate cathodic protection, 00 the
and the South McKittrick line (n)m

, u inadequate pipe-to-soil potential



49 C.F.R. § 192. 703(b) - failure to repair, replace, or remove from service eKh

segment of pipeline that becomes unsafe, as the road crossing on the South
McKittrick pipeline near the end of the line to the Highway33 crossing had shallow
depth-of cover.

49 C.F .R. § 192.479(a) - failure to cl~ coat, or jacket with a suitable material

exposed aboveground pipe to prevent atmospheric conosion, as the Mojave tie-in on
Line 219A had significant corrosion on the bolts and bodi~ of several valves and
pressure regulating components; and the South McKittrick line from the end of the
line to Highway 33 had several hundred feet of aboveground pipeline that was
uncoated.

These .

taken against
of violation will be

Respondent.

COMPLIANCE ORDER

The Notice proposed a compliance order with respect to violations
192.703(b) md192.479(a).

Under 49 U.S.C. § 60118(a), each person who engages in the transportation ofgas or who owns or
operates a pipeline facility is required to comply with the applicable safety standards established
under chapter 601. Pursuant to the authority of 49 V.S.C. § 60118(b) and 49 C.F.R. § 190.217,
Respondent is ordered to take the following actions to ensure compliance with dte pipeline safety
regulations applicable to its operations. Respondent must -

With regard to Item 3 of the Notice, test and analyze both segments of pipeline,
Mojave-Elk Hills to North Midway Pipeline and the South McKittrick line from
Highway 33 crossing to the end of the line, to determine the reasons for and the
extent ofinadequatcpipe-to-soil potentials. Respondent must take appropriate action
to ensure adequate cathodic protection in ~cordance with § 192.463(a) and

Appendix D.

With regard to Item 4 of die Notice, provide adequate depth of cover to protect the
pipeline at the road crossing on the South McKittrick pipeline near die end of the line
to the Highway33 crossing. Produce a wheel load analysis of a worst case scenario
for each crossing. All stress analysis factors/assumptions and allowable stress
standards used in the analysis must be justified. In areas where pipe damage could
be reasonably suspected or is kno~ excavate and visually examine the pipe and
repair, replace, or remove the pipe from service in accordance with § 192.703.

With regard to Item 5 of the Notice, evaluate the pipeline and its components for
adequate serviceability and repair or replace the pipe where necessary. Where the
pipeline is serviceable, it must be cleaned and an external protective coating applied

as required by § 192.461.

2.

3.

1

CODaidered prior offenses in any subsequent enforcement action

of 49 C.F.R.. If 192.463(1).



Items I a-I r of the Notice alleged inadequacies in Respondent's Operations, Maintenance and
Emergencies Manual and proposed to require amendment of Respondent's procedures to comply

widt the requirements of 49 C.F .R. Part 192.

Amend your manual of written procedures for conducting operation and maintenance
activities to address each requirement of subparts L and M. All procedures should be
comprehensive and in sufficient detail to allow personnel to perronn their duties in a safe and
reliable manner per § 192.605(a). Respondent is ordered to make the following revisions:

1a. Amend abnormal operation procedures and identify foreseeable types of
abnonnal events and possible reactions, in accordance with § 192.605( c).

1 b. Amend procedures to address the need for gas odorization. in accordance
with § 192.625. As for areas in class 3 and class 4 locations. address the need
for odorization, or explain why these areas should be exempt.

1.

Amend continuing surveillance procedures to address and identify
appropriate actions to take after detelmining that an unusual operating or
maintenance condition has been reported, include conditions such as public
or landowner complaints, or systemwide integrity, in ~cordance with

§192.613.

Ie.

ld. Amend procedures to addre88 external conosion control monitoring and
provide sufficient detail to ensure that ~h reverse current switch, each
diode, and each interference bond woose failure would jeopardize structure
protection is electrically checked for proper performance, in accordance with

§ 192.46S(c).

1 e. Amend
provide sufficient detail to ensure that prompt remedial action is taken to
correct any deficiencies found, in accordance with § 192.46S( d).

Amend external corrosion control procedures to address the electrical
isolation req~ents of § 192.467.

If.

Amend external corrosion control proccd~ to address annual testing for
electrical shorts between metallic casing and the pipeline- and consequential
corrective action within 6 months- in Kcordance with § I 92.467{ c) and OPS

Guidance Material.

1..

3

AMENDMENT OF PROCEDURES

monitoring andcontrolto address external conosion



1 h. Amend external conosion control procedures to require and define "sufficient
tests stations"" for adequate cathodic protecti~ in Kcordance with § 192.469.

1 i. Amend external corrosion control procedures to address the cathodic
protection test lead requirements of§ 192.471.

I j. Amend internal cont)sion control procedures to ensure that when any pipe is
removed from a pipeline for any reason that the internal surface is inspected
for evidence of corrosion and identify appropriate actions to take when the
internal corrosion found requires replacement of the pipe, in accordance with
§ 192.47S(b)(2).

I k. Amend external corrosion control procedures to address cathodic protection
and each requirement of Appendix D, including specific procedures for
cathodic protection criteria to consider IR drop, in accordance with
§192.463(a).

Amend procedures to include a process to ensure those natural gas suppliers
that control the set pressure for pressure regulation devices for Aera facilities
do so in accordance with §§192.19S and 192.619(b). In the alternative.Aera
may install the nec~sary equipment and establish site specific procedures to
ensure that set pressure for pressure regulation devices is done properly.

Amend procedures to include a process to ensure those natural gas suppliers
that perform inspections on pressure relief devices and/or pressure regulation
stations for Aera facilities do so in accordance with § 192.739. In the
alternative, Aera may install the n~essary equipment and establish site
specific procedures to ensure proper inspection and testing.

1m.

Amend procedures to include a process by which those natural gas suppliers
that test. review, or calculate pressure relief capacity for Aera facilities do so
in accordance with § 192.743. In the alternative. Aera may install the
necessary equipment and establish sjte specific procedures to ensure proper
testing of relief devices.

In.

Amend record keeping procedures to document and follow-up on
public/landowner complaints concerning safety and integrity issues related
to §§ 192.613, 192.614 and 192.703. The procedures should also include
documentation of issues involving exposed pipe, earth movement and

10.

blasting, in accordance with § 192.603(b).

Amend written procedures for emergency plans to address in sufficient detail
leak detection, surveying, classification, gradin& and response to gas detected
inside or near a building, in accordance with § 192.615(a)(3)(1).

lq.

4



Ir. AmaxI procedures to i1M:orponte site specific: procedures for pmging
pipelines, in accordance with § 192.629.

2. Submit the aIDeIxIcd procedures to the ~u~,
following ~eipt of dsis ()rdeI'.

The Notice did not ji~ a civil peDalty or corrective Ktion for Items ~2c in the Notice;
dlerefore, dlese are considered warning items. RcspoDdent is warned that if it does not take
~~ -'&ate.:non to con'ect thCIe itaDi. enfurcm1alt.:non will be taken if asubseq umt inspection
reYeaIIavio)8tion.

UIMIa' 49 C.F .R. § 190.21 S. RespOlMlelJt has a right to petitioo for r=onsidaatioo of this Final
Order. The petition must be received within 20 days of Respondent's receipt of this Final Order and
must contain a brief statement of the issue(s). The filing of a petition automatically stays the
.-ymCIIt of any civil penalty ~1. All othertcrms oftbeorder. includinganyrequir-ed corrective
action. IhaIl mnain in full effect unlea the Associate Administrator. upon written req~ grants
a stay. The tenns and conditions of this FinaJ Order are effective upon receipt.

Failure to comply with this Orda'may result in the ~.eijt of civil penalties of up to S l00,(XX)
per violation per day, or in the referral of the cue for judicial enforcement.

~ Administrator
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30 daysRegion. OPS withinWcstan
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Date Issued


