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===============================================================
SPECIAL
10 Transit Agencies Recognized by FTA for Creatively Boosting Ridership
“Success in Enhancing Ridership Award” was presented to the 10 winners on  March 11, 2008 by Administrator James S. Simpson, of the Federal Transit Administration (FTA).  The award recognizes initiatives by transit agencies that result in significant increases of at least five percent more passengers per year over a two year period.  3-11 News Release  Online  [http://www.fta.dot.gov/news/news_events_7783.html]
2007 Moscow Conference Proceedings
 A  proceedings document  has been developed by National Bus Rapid Transit Institute at     the Center for Urban Transportation Research (CUTR) of the University of South Florida to report the findings of the 5th International Workshop on Public Transportation, which convened in Moscow in May 2007. This technical conference was organized to provide a forum for transportation officials from Russia and the United States to share knowledge and experience in relation to four identified transportation themes   FTA Contact Rita.Daguillard@dot.gov. 
Second ICM Quarterly Newsletter Now Available!
This newsletter provides an update on the Integrated Corridor Management (ICM)  Initiative—a national initiative to advance the state of the practice in transportation corridor operations to manage congestion.  The newsletter includes articles about the pioneer sites, including the Analysis, Modeling, and Simulation (Phase), and an article showing how ICM concepts helped engineers reroute traffic after the Minnesota bridge collapse.  The ICM newsletter is published to keep the ICM Pioneer Sites and transportation practitioners interested in congestion management informed about what's going on in the USDOT ICM Initiative, as well as the latest knowledge and technology transfer materials that are available. The USDOT is partnering with eight pioneer sites in a 5-year national initiative to develop, deploy, and evaluate ICM concepts in eight of the nation’s busiest corridors.  Online [http://www.its.dot.gov/icms/new_newsletter.htm]

FROM THE TRI RESEARCH CORNER
Leading-edge Knowledge in ICM Knowledgebase - Congestion Management
The ICM Knowledgebase is a repository for leading-edge research and resources being developed out of the U.S. Department of Transportation’s (USDOT) Integrated Corridor Management (ICM) Initiative, including—ICM Concept of Operations and ICM Implementation Guidance. The ICM Knowledgebase is a highly useable and searchable Web-based reference tool designed to provide transportation professionals the knowledge and tools they need to successfully implement ICM in their corridors. Eight Pioneer Sites are developing innovative ICM strategies and documenting their approaches every step of the way in the knowledgebase so that others can learn from their experiences.  Save Time --bookmark ICM Knowledgebase [www.its.dot.gov/icms/knowledgebase.htm] for convenient access to this useful reference tool. 
New England Professionals Kick-off Meeting 

On May 16th  Terrell Williams, TRI-20, will hold a kick-off meeting with New England Professionals as they commence research on Rail Operation Improvements.  The New England Professionals research will focus on determining what heavy rail maintenance program is best applicable to the six sigma methodology.  Six Sigma is a disciplined data-driven approach and methodology for eliminating defects in any process from manufacturing to transactional and from product to service. 

NIST Standards In Trade Workshop in São Paulo
Ron Boenau and Mike Baltes participated as a moderator and speaker, respectively, at the Department of Commerce’s National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) Workshop on “Standards In Transit” in São Paulo, Brazil on April 2-4, 2008.  The workshop addressed ITS and Transportation Management with a goal of encouraging the Brazilian transportation community to assist in the development of transportation standards.  The resulting standards will help to develop market opportunities for U.S. firms in South America with Brazil as a primary target of opportunity.  The workshop reviewed the voluntary consensus-based standards process in the U.S. and the existing process in Brazil.  Emerging trends in technology and standards were identified with a view toward opening markets for U.S. firms.  At the Closing Session, Ron encouraged participants to come forward to indicate their interest in continuing the dialogue begun with this workshop and several commitments were made by the Brazilians. Contact Ronald.Boenau@dot.gov]

MagneMotion Teams with Old Dominion University on Urban Maglev Transit System  
Acton, Massachusetts (January 15, 2008).  MagneMotion to team with Old Dominion University of Norfolk, Virginia, on Urban Maglev Demonstration System.  MagneMotion Inc., was awarded $6.3 million under a cooperative agreement with the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) for development of a magnetic levitation (maglev) system targeting the urban transportation sector.  The project, funded under the FTA Urban Maglev Program, will create a transportation system similar to existing monorails but with vehicles that are levitated, guided and propelled by electromagnetic forces. Unlike the failed 200+ mph maglev system, MagneMotion’s design focuses on a system with a targeted speed of 100 mph that is practical and affordable in urban/commuter settings.  Contact Peter Mattila, Vice President of Marketing [pmattila@magnemotion.com], Phone: 978-461-5090 x273; Fax: 978-461-5088; Website: [www.magnemotion.com]
TRB Webinar: Accommodating Pedestrians at Signalized Intersections

The Transportation Research Board (TRB) will conduct a Webinar on Thursday, May 8, 2008, from 2:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. EDT that will explore issues and recent research findings related to pedestrians at signalized intersections. Webinar will focus on ways to accommodate pedestrians at signalized intersections as a result of changes in pedestrian walk times as well as the increased use of pedestrian countdown timers.  The Webinar replicates a session held during TRB's 2008 Annual Meeting on accommodating pedestrians at signalized intersections, which was sponsored by TRB's Traffic Signal Systems and Pedestrians committees.  Participants must register at least 24 hours in advance of the start of the Webinar, space is limited, and there is a fee for non-TRB Sponsor employees.  Online [[http://www.trb.org/news/blurb_detail.asp?id=8976]
FEDERAL RESEARCH PUBLICATIONS
Emergency Preparedness, Response, and Recovery in the Transit Industry, TCRP Research Results Digest 87

Transit Cooperative Research Program (TCRP) Research Results Digest 87 provides an overview of the March16-31, 2008, mission performed under TCRP Project J-03, “International Transit Studies Program.”  The mission team investigated emergency preparedness programs in public transportation systems in several Asian cities: (1) Hong Kong SAR, Beijing, and Tangshan in the Peoples Republic of China; (2) Seoul, Republic of Korea; and (3) Kobe/Hyogo Prefecture and Tokyo, Japan.  The mission team included managers from state, local, and regional transportation agencies, as well as senior executives of the FTA, TCRP, and the American Public Transportation Association (APTA).  The digest includes information on the organizations and facilities visited.   Online [http://www.trb.org/news/blurb_browse.asp?id=8]
Evolution of Light-Rail Transit in the United States: A 25-Year Perspective

This paper provides an overview of the evolution of light rail transit (LRT) systems over a 25-year period, from 1981 to 2005, based on data gathered from information published by the Federal Transit Administration (and its predecessor the Urban Mass Transit Administration), the Volpe Center and the American Public Transportation  Association.  The paper summarizes how the implementation of light rail transit systems in the United States has grown from seven systems in 1981, most of which were legacies from the original streetcar systems, to 28 systems in 2005. The paper describes changes not only in the number of reporting systems, but also on the physical aspects of these systems (trackage, right of way types, at grade crossings) and their service characteristics (speed, travel times, ridership). A definition of a prototypical light rail system is provided at the conclusion of the paper.  Order Online  [http://pubsindex.trb.org/paperorderform.pdf]
ICM Newsletter – Winter 2008

The Winter 2008 edition of the ”Integrated Corridor Management (ICM) Newsletter” is now available in print and electronically.  The quarterly newsletter is designed to inform ICM stakeholders about the Department’s ICM Initiative, including the latest knowledge and technology transfer resources available to corridor managers and operators across the country.  Its mission is to help raise general awareness about how the US Department of Transportation’s ICM initiative is contributing to managing congestion.  This Newsletter features articles that highlight the ICM Pioneer Sites, ICM concept development, the redesigned ICM Website, the advancement in multimodal corridor operations, and other informative and updated articles.  Online [http://www.its.dot.gov/icms/docs/knowledgebase/html/news_winter08.htm]
Integrating Light Rail Transit into Traditional Bus Systems

Transitioning from an all bus system to a combination bus-light rail system is the focus of this research.  More than thirty cities in the United States were identified that are adding new rail components, establishing the need to document the protocol for transitioning from all bus to bus/light rail transit (Appendix 2). As of December 2006, there were 20 cities with a light rail system in existence (APTA, 2006).  The majority operate under the same agency as the bus system. This report assesses and documents the components of success and describes the process of transition from all bus to bus/light rail system. The research objective was to document the protocol for transition from all bus to bus and light rail. The study examines several new systems, along with the tasks undertaken prior to initiation of the service.  Similarities are iterated leading to a defined protocol for transitions from all bus to bus and light rail based on the research.  Online 
[http://swutc.tamu.edu/publications/technicalreports/473700-00048-1.pdf]
SharpRail: Evaluation of Mobile WiMax and Intelligent Video for Enhanced Rail Transit Safety  

The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) published the results of the SharpRail Evaluation Study to raise transit industry awareness about the effectiveness of a new integrated prototype system capable of identifying and anticipating safety hazards and preventing accidents on rail transit systems.  SharpRail is a unique mix of mobile WiMax and machine vision intelligent technologies, designed to automatically detect unusual incidents on or near rail tracks and metro stations.  SharpRail purports to analyze video images in real time to automatically detect abnormal safety and security events such as, rail trespass, loitering, and vehicles stalled on tracks, and to send instant wireless alerts to appropriate locations and personnel.  The information in this report will be of interest to rail transit safety practitioners, federal transportation officials, transit agency representatives, public safety officials, and others. For more information, contact Henry.Nejako@dot.gov.  SharpRAIL will be available Online (mid-May) at [http://www.fta.dot.gov/research].
Section 4(f) Final Rule: New Guidance on a Complex Regulation

Section 4(f), the statute that protects public parks, recreational areas, wildlife and waterfowl refuges, and public and private historical sites from use by proposed transportation projects, is one of the most stringent environmental laws related to transportation.  On March 12, 2008, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and Federal Transit Administration (FTA) published a Section 4(f) Final Rule in the Federal Register to help clarify the 4(f) approval process and simplify its regulatory requirements. The March 2008 Successes in Stewardship Newsletter provides a first look at the Final Rule, highlighting key changes made to the 4(f) regulation as required by Section 6009 of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU).  Online [http://www.environment.fhwa.dot.gov/strmlng/newsletters/mar08nl.asp]  
Safety and Security Five Year Strategic Plan FY2008 to FY2012

The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Office of Safety and Security developed this Five-Year Strategic Plan (FY2008 to FY2012) (Strategic Plan) to ensure that safety, security, and emergency management at the FTA are guided by a clear vision, goals, and strategies, and that the Office itself matures to achieve its vision.

The Strategic Plan promotes a comprehensive, all-hazards management approach to safety, security, and emergency management and a balanced approach to the Office’s programs and activities. It encompasses a five-year vision for the maturity of the Office toward achieving its goals.   Online 

[http://transit-safety.volpe.dot.gov/Publications/order/singledoc.asp?docid=684]

Strategic Management and Productivity Including 2007 Thomas B. Deen Distiguished Lecture

TRB's Transportation Research Record: Journal of the Transportation Research Board, No. 2035 includes the 2007 Thomas B. Deen Distinguished Lecture on transportation decision making and 6 additional papers that explore institutional settings in transport policy making, a sustainable continuity of operations plan, the transport planning profession in the United Kingdom, the Transportation Academy at the University of Massachusetts, the technology transfer program training project at the University of California at Berkeley, and European Union surface transport management projects.  More Online [http://www.trb.org/news/blurb_detail.asp?id=8904]

Transit Bus Stops: Ownership, Liability, and Access.  TCRP Legal Research Digest 24  
Transit Cooperative Research Program (TCRP) Legal Research Digest

24: Transit Bus Stops: Ownership, Liability, and Access is designed to help transit providers and government officials by exploring the different levels of ownership, liability, and maintenance associated with bus stops and bus shelters.  The report identifies the categories of legal issues that are associated with ownership and liability and examines information on the problems and practices of others who have dealt with such problems, including protective provisions in franchise agreements and service provider contracts.  Online [http://www.trb.org/news/blurb_detail.asp?id=8902]

Transportation Planning Capacity Building New Emphasis Area on Transit-Oriented Development 
The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) announced a new emphasis area, Transit-Oriented Development, to the FHWA/FTA Transportation Planning Capacity Building Program's Peer Program.  Resources under this program will be made available to increase the state-of-the-practice in transit-oriented development and joint development.

Through the Transportation Planning Capacity Building (TPCB) Peer Program, FTA will be offering technical assistance on transit-oriented-development to staff in State DOTs, Metropolitan Planning Organizations, Local Governments, and Transit Authorities. Exchanges will be in the form of workshops, symposiums, or Webcasts.  For more information or to apply for a Peer Event, visit [Web sites]   See also [http://www.planning.dot.gov]

Transportation Planning Process: Key Issues.  A Briefing Book for Transportation Decisionmakers, Officials, and Staff.  Updated September 2007, Publication Number Printer-friendly version (PDF)
Transportation helps shape an area’s economic health and quality of life. Not only does the transportation system provide for the mobility of people and goods, it also influences patterns of growth and economic activity.  This updated briefing book highlights the key issues of the transportation planning process.  The book provides government officials, transportation decisionmakers, planning board members, and transportation service providers with an overview of transportation planning. It provides a basic understanding of key concepts in statewide and metropolitan transportation planning, along with references for additional information. Part I discusses transportation planning and its relationship to decisionmaking.  Part II presents short descriptions of important policy and planning topics. This report is available electronically on the Transportation Planning Capacity Building website at [http://www.planning.dot.gov] and is updated periodically.  
INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH
Developing Effective Mass Transit Systems: Proceedings of 5th International Workshop on Public Transportation, Moscow, Russian Federation May 28 – 29, 2007 
Federal Transit Administration (FTA), in conjunction with the U.S. Embassy in Russia, the Russian Ministry of Transportation, the City of Moscow, and the Ministry of Transport of the Moscow Oblast (Regional) Government, hosted a bilateral conference to discuss the effective implementation of public transit systems.  The 5th International Workshop on Public Transportation convened in Moscow on May 28-29, 2007, to provide a forum for government officials of Russia and the United States as well as representatives of the transit industry, to hold in-depth discussions on four themes: 1) Transit Planning and Congestion Management, 2) Ensuring Safety and Security on Public Transit Systems, 3) Providing Accessible Public Transit to the Mobility Impaired, and 4) Training Public Transit Professionals.  The conference also provided an opportunity to share Russian and U.S. experiences and gain insights into both countries transit operations. This report documents material presented at the conference, provides a synthesis of conference findings, and defines action items to be pursued in further collaborative efforts between the Russian Federation and the United States.  Proceedings report is available on the Web both in English and Russian.  [5th International Workshop on Public Transportation, Moscow].   NTIS Order No. PB2008-108740 can be ordered via e-mail 24 hours a day [orders@ntis.gov ]
House to probe Nigerian N1.38 trillion Roads Fund
From John-Abba Ogbodo, Abuja - As the nation continues to reel under various anomalies discovered in the administration of the country in the last eight years, the House of Representatives has indicated its readiness to beam its searchlight on the road sector.  To this end, over 250 members of the legislative chamber have signed a motion seeking to investigate the N1.38 trillion reportedly expended on roads in the country during the administration of former President Olusegun Obasanjo and determine whether or not Nigerians got value for the fund.  The House will also review some current special projects, including Private Partnership Projects (PPP) and the Presidential Initiatives Projects (PIP)…  

The motion read in part: "Note that the Federal Ministry of Transport (Works Section) awarded various contracts for the construction of roads, bridges and the maintenance of roads across the country from May 1999 till date to the tune of about N1 trillion. 

"But even the Ministers of Transportation (Works Sector) have in the recent past decried the near-total collapse of existing road network, and observing that about 80 per cent of these roads have become unmotorable and indeed collapsed." More Online, Scroll Down [http://www.ngrguardiannews.com/]
Transport Research Knowledge Centre Website

The Transport Research Knowledge Centre has re-launched its website with a dynamic new look, improved navigation and user-friendly structure.  The Centre gives you an overview of research activities at European and national level.   Users have quick and easy access to up-to-date information on transport research activities across the European research area.   More Online [http://www.transport-research.info/web/index.cfm]

RESEARCH NEWS & INFORMATION
$100 million for San Francisco - That's the Ticket
For the first time in city history, San Francisco officials expect to make more than $100 million next fiscal year from fines issued to people who park illegally. That's the plan, if the Municipal Transportation Agency's governing board signs off on the budget-balancing proposal to add $10 to all parking fines now set at $90 or less.   [http://www.masstransitmag.com/publication/article.jsp?siteSection=3&id=5734]

Advanced BRT Volume 1: Innovative Technologies for Dedicated Rodways
The University of Minnesota's Center for Transportation Studies has released a report that explores vehicle positioning systems using radio-frequency identification technology designed to augment global positioning system (GPS) in problematic areas and for applications where GPS provides insufficient performance, or is unavailable.

Online [http://www.trb.org/news/blurb_detail.asp?id=8981
Managing Congestion with Integrated Corridor Management

The April 2008 issue of MassTransit includes an article on ICM that highlights how transit, along with transit ITS technologies and strategies, will play a significant role in ICM. The article describes how the eight Pioneer Sites plan to integrate transit strategies into their ICM concepts.  April 2008 Issue of MassTransit Magazine ICM
Cities at Risk - Researchers use statistics to identify vulnerabilities
[image: image1.png]


Since 2001 terrorist attacks, Congress has allocated more than $2 billion a year to states and urban areas for counterterrorism activities. Much of that money is allocated based on risk and vulnerability analyses.  A group of professors has developed a statistical model to determine which cities of the 132 U.S. cities are most at risk. Top 18 most vulnerable cities include major urban areas such as Atlanta, Baltimore, Chicago, Cleveland, Houston, New York, Philadelphia and Washington. The model also lists smaller cities such as Baton Rouge, La.; Charleston, S.C.; Charlotte, N.C.; Columbia, S.C.; New Orleans; Norfolk, Va.; and Richmond, Va.  But Los Angeles and San Francisco are missing.  More Online [http://www.washingtontechnology.com/print/23_06/32571-1.html?topic=homeland]
EPA Awards $103,297 Grant to Cook County, Ill., for Clean-Diesel Project 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Region 5 has awarded a $103,297 grant to the Cook County, Ill., Department of Environmental Control for a project to cut diesel emissions from the county's vehicles  In addition, the county will seek to partner with various organizations to heighten public awareness of the issues surrounding vehicle emissions and provide information and tools to aid them in becoming partners for clean air.  EPA is working with Cook County to upgrade its vehicles and to increase public awareness of problems caused by diesel emissions.  The grant was provided under the [Midwest Clean Diesel Initiative].  More Online [http://www.epa.gov/midwestcleandiesel
Fusion Center Requirements for Information Sharing
Published on April 17, 2008.  The Justice Department next month will release baseline standards for the information-sharing capabilities of the more than 50 state and local intelligence fusion centers nationwide.  The Bush administration’s National Strategy for Information Sharing (NSIS), released Oct. 2007, designated fusion centers as the central nodes for sharing terrorism-related intelligence between the federal government and state, local and tribal authorities. The administration also said the fusion centers must achieve baseline capabilities and that the federal government would provide grant money to help them meet the requirements.  Online [http://www.fcw.com/online/news/152272-1.html?CMP=OTC-RS].  See also 

List of United States Light Rail Systems by Ridership

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

 (Redirected from List of United States Light Rail systems by ridership)

Jump to: navigation, search
This Website provides a list of all light rail systems in the United States, ranked by ridership. All figures are average weekday unlinked passenger trips, unless otherwise noted, and come from the American Public Transit Association's Ridership Reports Statistics[1] for the fourth quarter of 2007, unless otherwise noted. 
National Strategy for Information Sharing:  Successes and Challenges in Improving Terrorism-Related Information Sharing
October 2007.  The National Strategy for Information Sharing makes a statement—successes in preventing future terrorist attacks depends upon our ability to gather, analyze, and share information and intelligence related to those who want to attack us, the tactics that they use, and the targets that they intend to attack. The Strategy sets forth the Administration’s vision of what improvements are needed and how they can be achieved.  It reflects the first time the Administration has articulated the full contours of its vision in a single document.   Online [National Strategy for Information Sharing]

LIRR New-Switch Glitch 
The Long Island Rail Road has halted installation of a new switching system at busy Jamaica station, saying misfiring of an electric charge was the root cause of the derailment that led to railroad-wide delays and a snarled evening commute.

LIRR president Helena Williams said the railroad will pay up to $20,000 to the management and engineering firm Parsons Transportation Group, based in Washington, D.C., to assure the problem does not recur.  Online [http://www.masstransitmag.com/publication/article.jsp?siteSection=3&id=5740]

New Governor Backs NYC Congestion Pricing Zone 
Governor David Paterson provided critical support for Mayor Michael Bloomberg's plan to reduce traffic by charging motorists fees in parts of Manhattan.  Paterson said he supports the recommendations of the New York City Traffic Mitigation Commission. That plan, if accepted by city and state lawmakers, could draw $4.5 billion in mass transit improvements to help reduce traffic in the busiest parts of Manhattan.  Online [http://www.masstransitmag.com/publication/article.jsp?siteSection=3&id=5654]
New Rules Stop Madison Metro's 'Bucky' Bus 
Metro's shuttles, which serve football games, Rhythm & Booms, state high school sports tournaments and more, are threatened due to new federal rules that limit how public transit systems can provide such services. The Federal Transit Administration rules, effective April 20, are designed to protect the interests of private bus companies that may provide shuttles. The rules say public transit systems should only operate regularly scheduled service open to the general public where a standard fare is charged.  More 
Online [http://www.masstransitmag.com/publication/article.jsp?siteSection=3&id=5738]

Rail Doesn't Just Move People, It Shapes Cities 

The News Tribune - Light rail isn't just tracks and trains full of commuters; it's also a way to build better cities, channel growth and slow sprawl.  The South Sound needs light rail as a reliable alternative to Interstate 5 and to spur intelligent urban development in the corridor between Sea-Tac Airport and Tacoma.  A good example of intelligent development can be found in Seattle's Rainier Valley. The light rail line through Seattle is still a year away from opening, but it has already begun to transform the communities it will run through.  The Seattle Times reported last week that private developers are proposing to build more than 1,500 condominiums or apartments within a short walk of what will become Sound Transit rail stations in the Rainier Valley. Seattle officials say they'll be the first multifamily projects built there without public subsidies in more than three decades.  More “Online [http://www.masstransitmag.com/online/article.jsp?siteSection=3&id=5970]
San Diego Transit System Expands Bus, Trolley Surveillance
Satisfied with a test of video cameras onboard trolleys and buses, the Metropolitan Transit System announced yesterday that it has received $1.2 million from the federal government to expand the surveillance pro gram.  The goal is to have the cameras and digital recorders on all buses and trolleys within two years, said Paul Jablonski, the system's chief executive officer.  The added surveillance is not in response to an increase in serious crime on the transit system last year, he said.
Free Rides for Chicago Area Seniors

Under new legislation passed in January 2008, all senior citizens 65 and over who live in the six-county region served by the Chicago Transit Authority, Metra and Pace, can ride free.  More Online [htp://www.masstransitmag.com/publication/article.jsp?siteSection=3&id=5597]

Rural Safety News: March 2008 

The Center for Excellence in Rural Safety at the University of Minnesota has released the latest issue of its rural safety electronic newsletter, which highlights research and resources concerning rural safety.  Online  [http://www.trb.org/news/blurb_detail.asp?id=8897]
Smart Energy Solutions Launches New Product for Heavy Duty Trucks, Buses and RVs 
Smart Energy Solutions Inc. has developed and is launching a new high-capacity Battery Brain for the truck and bus markets. The company worked with several major truck and bus fleet maintenance managers to develop and test this product… Battery failure is a major concern for all fleet managers and the new Heavy Duty Battery Brain product is available for 12-volt and 24-volt systems and will withstand starter battery current draws of up to 2,000 amps.  More Online [http://www.masstransitmag.com/publication/article.jsp?siteSection=1&id=5655]  
Urban Transit Systems in the US
This report, Urban Transit Systems in the US, covers the scope, size, disposition and growth of the transit industry including the key sensitivities and success factors. Also included are five year industry forecasts, growth rates and an analysis of the industry key players and their market shares.  The transit industry is part of the Transportation sector in the US.  The five most common means of transportation provided by transit industry are: buses, subways, light rail, commuter rail, and trolley buses. Online[http://www.researchandmarkets.com/product/381346/urban_transit_systems_in_the_us]
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