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 “COMPUTERS FOR LEARNING”

Questions & Answers 

The U.S. General Services Administration’s “Computers for Learning” (CFL) program matches the computer needs of U.S. schools and educational nonprofit organization with surplus equipment from federal agencies. Direct transfers are authorized by law through 15 USC 3710(i), commonly known as the Stevenson-Wydler Act (amended by Public Law 102-245 on February 14, 1992). It evolved from Executive Order 12999, titled “Educational Technology: Ensuring Opportunity for all Children in the Next Century.” 

Schools and educational nonprofit organizations can register for eligibility at the program’s Web site— www.computersforlearning.gov.


Who is eligible to receive computer equipment through the CFL program?
Schools and educational nonprofit organizations located in the United States, the U.S. Virgin Islands, American Samoa, Guam, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, or the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, can receive computer equipment through the CFL program.

A school is eligible to participate if it is a public, private, or parochial school serving some portion of the pre-kindergarten through grade 12 population. Home schools must meet their state's requirements for home schools. Day care centers must provide a state approved preschool curriculum in order to participate.

An educational nonprofit organization must meet three criteria in order to participate. First, it must serve some portion of the pre-kindergarten through grade 12 population. Second, it must be tax exempt under section 501(c) of the U.S. tax code. Third, it must operate exclusively for the purpose of education. If an educational nonprofit organization is "riding" on the 501(c) certification of a parent organization, the parent organization must meet these criteria.


Who pays for shipping and handling of the computers?
The School/Educational Nonprofit is responsible for all cost(s) associated with the transportation of the excess computer equipment, including pick-up or delivery of excess computer equipment that is transferred to their School/Organization. If your School/Organization does not take possession of the excess computer equipment in the amount of time allotted by the owning agency, they may withdraw the offer.

Why are Home Schools no longer eligible for CFL?

It is GSA's position that home schools are not covered under Executive Order 12999 or the Federal Management Regulations, (Property Act) for which GSA has authority. Section 4 of the EO contains the following definition: "(a) "Schools" means individual public or private education institutions encompassing pre-kindergarten through twelfth grade, as well as public school districts." So to receive computers under EO 12999, a home school must be an education institution encompassing pre-kindergarten through twelfth grade, or be able to receive surplus donated property under the Property Act.

We are still reviewing legislation that would make a home school eligible under the Property Act. However since this is the only legislation that GSA has authority over, and given that this is GSA's interpretation of the Law, we would support a Federal Agency's decision to transfer computers to a home school. The Federal Agency would then be responsible for verifying the eligibility of the home school to determine if they qualify as a home school in the state for which they are located.


How is an Educational Nonprofit organization considered eligible?

The statutory definition of "Nonprofit institution" that applies to the law authorizing the Executive Order does not mention eligibility under the Property Act. However 15 U.S.C 3703 states that a nonprofit institution means "an organization owned and operated exclusively for scientific or educational purposes, no part of the net earnings of which profits the benefit of any private shareholder or individual." Hence EO 12999 does expressly require that community based organizations meet the eligibility requirement of the Property Act surplus donation program.


Do schools and educational nonprofit organizations pay for excess computer equipment they acquire through the CFL program?

No. Schools and educational nonprofit organizations do not pay for excess computer equipment they receive through the CFL program. However, they are responsible for shipping and transportation costs.


Are third party recyclers, refurbisher's or nonprofit refurbisher's eligible to receive computers/computer equipment under EO 12999?

No. Title to the computer equipment must pass from an agency to a school or educational nonprofit organization. Though the FMR is not the direct guidance for the Executive Order, the Property Act does not allow transfer of federal property to be directly given to the aforementioned. Under EO 12999, computer equipment may be directly transferred to a school or educational nonprofit. If the agency does not wish to transfer excess equipment under EO 12999, it must then be reported to GSA.

What if computer equipment needs repair or upgrading? 

The Executive Order encourages the use of nonprofit computer reuse or recycling programs to repair and upgrade computers. However, title to the computer equipment must pass from an agency to a school or education nonprofit organization. Title to the computer equipment may not be transferred to computer reuse or recycling programs. Some recyclers refurbish computers themselves; other teach students how to refurbish them for use in their own school districts. Many recyclers can also assist with teacher training, mentoring, and computer maintenance.


Who owns the property after it has been transferred to a school 
or educational nonprofit?

When an agency transfers a computer to a school or educational nonprofit activity under 15 USC, the holding federal agency releases its ownership of the computer and the recipient activity gains ownership of the property upon receipt.

When an agency transfers a computer to a SASP through GSA's donation program, title to the computer is vested with the United States Government until a one-year period of restriction is met. During the period of restriction, the donee has conditional title to the computer that allows the donee to take the computer into its custody and use it. After the period of restriction is met, the donee gains title to the computer.
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