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I. INTRODUCTION

The Consumer Expenditure Survey (CE) program provides a continuous and comprehensive flow
of data on the buying habits of American consumers. These data are used widely in economic research
and analysis, and in support of revisions of the Consumer Price Index. To meet the needs of users, the
Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) produces population estimates for consumer units (CUs) of average
expenditures in news releases, reports, issues, and articles in the Monthly Labor Review. Tabulated CE
data are also available on the Internet and by facsimile transmission (See Section XVI. APPENDIX 5).
The microdata are available on CD-ROMs.

These microdata files present detailed expenditure and income data from the Interview
component of the CE for 2003 and the first quarter of 2004. The Interview survey collects data on up to
95 percent of total household expenditures. In addition to the FMLY, MEMB, MTAB, and ITAB files, the
microdata include files created directly from the expenditure sections of the Interview survey (EXPN files).
The EXPN files contain expenditure data and ancillary descriptive information, often not available on the
FMLY or MTAB files, in a format similar to the Interview questionnaire. In addition to the extra information
available on the EXPN files, users can identify distinct spending categories easily and reduce processing
time due to the organization of the files by type of expenditure.

Estimates of average expenditures in 2003 from the Interview Survey, integrated with data from
the Diary Survey, will be published in the report Consumer Expenditures in 2003 (due out in 2005). A list
of recent publications containing data from the CE appears at the end of this documentation.

The microdata files are in the public domain and, with appropriate credit, may be reproduced
without permission. A suggested citation is: "U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics,
Consumer Expenditure Survey, Interview Survey, 2003."

II. CHANGES FROM THE 2002 MICRODATA FILES

Beginning in April 2003, Consumer Expenditure Interview Survey data are collected via Computer
Assisted Personal Interview (CAPI). The Interview Survey questionnaire, previously collected in a large
booklet, is programmed into a laptop computer which is used by a Census Bureau field representative
during the interview.

The CAPI questionnaire was developed over several years in a joint effort by the Bureau of Labor
Statistics and the Census Bureau. The instrument is programmed in Blaise, a Windows-based survey
processing system developed by Statistics Netherlands and licensed by Westat in the United States.

There are several benefits to updating the mode of data collection. For example, the length of the
interview is lessened by the use of a computerized questionnaire. Furthermore, the complex structure of
the questionnaire (i.e. changes in question order being dependent on the preceding response) is more
easily managed by the CAPI system, thus reducing the burden on field representatives. Interviewers also
have the ability to incorporate notes throughout the CAPI questionnaire, where they were previously
limited to a few blank lines on the paper instrument. In terms of data processing, the use of CAPI
generates great efficiency improvements by eliminating the need for keying information that was
previously hand-written. The CAPI system also includes built-in range edits for several expenditure items,
allowing the field representative to verify reported amounts at the time of collection rather than having
data programs perform these edits post-interview. Finally, with the introduction of the CAPI instrument,
several wording changes were implemented throughout the Interview Survey, both to streamline some of
the more complex sections of the questionnaire and to modernize some of the language (e.g., “Video



tape recorder, video disc player, or video cassette recorder (VCR)” is now “VCRs, DVD players, or laser
disc players”).

In addition to the change of instrument, additions and deletions were made as noted below.

A. FMLY File

1. Variable Deletions

Beginning in 2003Q2, data for the following variables will no longer be recorded. The positions for these
deleted variables will be left blank.

Variable name Variable Description Start position Format
ORIGIN1 Origin or ancestry of reference 599 CHAR(1)
person
ORIGIN1_ 600 CHAR(1)
ORIGIN2 Origin or ancestry of spouse 601 CHAR(1)
ORIGIN2_ 602 CHAR(1)
FOODSMPQ Number of months, during the 4674 NUM(2)
last 12 months, food stamps
received
FOOD MPQ 4676 CHAR(1)

The variables for Origin of Reference Person and spouse are deleted due to new Federal requirements
on asking about members origin. Codes for hispanic origin are now contained in the variables HORREF1
and HORREF2. All other codes are no longer reported at the FMLY level.

Note: FOODSMPQ is not one of the summary level variables.

2. Variable Additions

Beginning in 2003Q2, the FMLY file will contain the following new variables:

Start
Name Variable Description Position Format Source

HORREF1 Hispanic Origin of the Reference Person 4784 CHAR(1) Control
Coded: Card
1 Mexican
2 Mexican-American
3 Chicano
4 Puerto Rican
5 Cuban
6 Cuban-American
7 Central or South American
8 Other Hispanic
Blank for non-hispanic

HORREF1_ 4785 CHAR(1)

HORREF2 Hispanic Origin of the spouse 4786 CHAR(1) Control
Coded same as HORREF1 Card




Start
Name Variable Description Position Format Source

HORREF2_ 4787 CHAR(1)

New variables specific to the Hispanic Origin of Reference Person and Spouse. Changes to the coding
are due to new Federal requirements for asking about origin of member.

3. Variable content changes

Beginning in 2003Q2, changes made to the following variables become applicable.

Variable name New codes/definitions/descriptions
FAM_TYPE Codes 5, 6, and 7 now include members with CU_CODE 0.
EARNCOMP Codes 3-8 now include members with CU_CODE 0.
REF_RACE Changed or new codes:

3 Native American

4 Asian

5 Pacific Islander

6 Multi-race
RACE2 Changed or new codes:

3 Native American

4 Asian

5 Pacific Islander

6 Multi-race
CUINCOME Deleted Code:

15 Refused
B. MEMB File

1. Variable Deletions

Beginning in 2003Q2, the following variables will no longer be recorded. The positions for these deleted
variables will be left blank.

Variable name Variable Description Start position Format

ORIGINR What is the member’s ethnic 169 CHAR(1)
origin or ancestry?

RACE What is the race of each person 183 CHAR(1)
in this CU?

RACE_ 184 CHAR(1)

CU_CODE_ 69 CHAR(1)

SEX_ 222 CHAR(1)

MARITAL 148 CHAR(1)




ORIGINR and RACE were deleted due to new Federal requirements on asking origin and race questions.

ORIGINR does not have an associated flag variable.

CU_CODE_, SEX_, and MARITAL_ are all flag variables that will be deleted since all values of these
flags will always be ‘D’. All CUs will have a value for CU_CODE, SEX, and MARITAL by design.
These flags are uneccessary.

2. Variable additions

Beginning in 2003Q2, the MEMB file will contain the following new variables:

Variable Start Format
name Variable Description Position Source
HORIGIN Are you Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish? 312 CHAR(1) Control
Coded: Card
1 Yes
2 No
HISPANIC Country of Hispanic Origin 313 CHAR(1) Control
Coded: Card
1 Mexican

2 Mexican-American

3 Chicano

4 Puerto Rican

5 Cuban

6 Cuban-American

7 Central or South American

8 Other Hispanic group not listed
Blank for non-hispanic

HISP_NIC 314 CHAR(2)

MEMBRACE | Race of Member 315 CHAR(1) Control
Coded: Card
1 White

2 Black

3 Native American
4 Asian

5 Pacific Islander
6 Multi-race

RC_WHITE Race 316 CHAR(1) BLS
Coded: Derived
1 White

RC_W_ITE 317 CHAR(2)

RC_BLACK Race 318 CHAR(1) BLS
Coded: Derived
2 Black

RC_B_ACK 319 CHAR(1)




Variable Start Format
name Variable Description Position Source
RC_NATAM Race: 320 CHAR(1) BLS
Coded: Derived
3 Native American
RC_N TAM 321 CHAR(1)
RC_ASIAN Race 322 CHAR(1) BLS
Coded: Derived
4 Asian
RC_A_IAN 323 CHAR(1)
RC_PACIL Race 324 CHAR(1) BLS
Coded: Derived
5 Pacific Islander
RC_P_CIL 325 CHAR(1)
RC_OTHER Race 326 CHAR(1) BLS
Coded: Derived
6 Other
RC O HER 327 CHAR(1)
RC DK Race 328 CHAR(1) BLS
Coded: Derived
7 Don’t Know
RC_DK_ 329 CHAR(1)
ASIAN Country of Asian origin (asked only if ‘4’ is 330 CHAR(1) Control
entered for MEMBRACE) Card
Coded:
1 Chinese
2 Filipino
3 Japanese
4 Korean
5 Vietnamese
6 Asian Indian
7 Other
ASIAN_ 331 CHAR(1)

HORIGIN will not have a flag variable.
MEMBRACE is derived from RC_WHITE, RC_BLACK, RC_NATAM, RC_ASIAN, RC_PACIL, AND
RC_OTHER. Respondents can choose more than one category of race from the previous list.
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3. Variable content changes

Beginning in 2003Q2, changes made to the following variables become applicable.

Variable name New codes/definitions/descriptions
CU_CODE Code change:

From ‘0’ = Blank, or illegible entry

To ‘0’ = Unmarried partner
C. MTAB File

PUBFLAG changes:

Beginning in 2003Q1, the variable PUBFLAG will be created directly from the file ' Intstub2002.txt'
located in the Programs folder on the CD. Changes from previous years will be noted in this file and not
in the documentation.

D. ITAB File

1. UCC Deletions
Beginning in 2003Q2, the following UCCs will be deleted from the ITAB file.

980280 Percent non-black reference person

2. UCC Additions

Beginning in 2003Q2, the ITAB file will contain the following new UCCs.

980281 Percent white reference person

980282 Percent Asian reference person

980283 Percent Other race reference person

980285 Percent Hispanic or Latino reference person
980286 Percent non-Hispanic or Latino reference person

3. PUBFLAG changes

Beginning in 2003Q1, the variable PUBFLAG will be created directly from the file ' Intstub2002.txt'
located in the Programs folder on the CD. Changes from previous years will be noted in this file and not
in the documentation.

E. EXPN Files
1. APL File
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a. Variable content changes

Beginning in 2003Q2, changes will made to the following variables become applicable:

Variable name New codes/definitions/descriptions

MAJAPPLQ New value: Value of “0” now accepted
for ‘How many of each appliance”

2. RNT File

a. Variable deletions

Beginning in 2003Q2, the following variables will no longer be recorded. The positions for
these deleted variables will be left blank.

Start
Name Variable Description Position Format
RTPMTRG Were all the payments for the same 29 CHAR(1)
amount?
CODED
1 Yes
2 No
S02A/B 2d/1d
RTPMTRG_ 30 CHAR(1)
RTPMTQ Since the 1st of (month, 3 months 25 NUM(3)
ago), how many payments
have been made?
S02A/B 2c/l1c
RTPMTQ 28 CHAR(1)
RTCREXP Were any payments made during the 31 CHAR(1)
current month?
CODED
1 Yes
2 No
S02A/B 2f/1f
RTCREXP_ 32 CHAR(1)
RNTLPRD What period of time does this rental 23 CHAR(1)
charge cover?
CODED
4 Month
9 Other
S02A/B 2b/1b
RNTLPRD_ 24 CHAR(1)

b. Variable content changes

Beginning in 2003Q2, changes will made to the following variables become applicable:

Variable name New codes/definitions/descriptions

RTCMPPD Changed Codes:
1 Month

12



Variable name

New codes/definitions/descriptions

2 Other
—4 Meonth
—9 Other

2. UTB File

a. Variable additions

Beginning in 2003Q2, the UTB file will contain the following new variables.

Start
Name Variable Description Position Format Source

VACUTL1 If VACUTLY = 900, then VACUTL1 will 35 CHAR(3) CAPI Section 4
contain the first code mentioned of the
multiple items indicated in VACUTLY

VACUTL1_ 38 CHAR(1)

VACUTL2 Same as VACUTLL, but contains the 39 CHAR(3) CAPI Section 4
second item mentioned

VACUTL2_ 42 CHAR(1)

VACUTL3 Same as VACUTLL, but contains the 43 CHAR(3) CAPI Section 4
third item mentioned

VACUTL3_ 46 CHAR(1)

VACUTL4 Same as VACUTL1, but contains the 47 CHAR(3) CAPI Section 4
fourth item mentioned

VACUTL4_ 50 CHAR(1)

VACUTL5 Same as VACUTL1, but contains the 51 CHAR(3) CAPI Section 4
fifth item mentioned

VACUTLS_ 54 CHAR(1)

VACUTL6 Same as VACUTLL, but contains the 55 CHAR(3) CAPI Section 4
sixth item mentioned

VACUTL6_ 58 CHAR(1)

VACUTLY Same as VACUTL1, but contains the 59 CHAR(3) CAPI Section 4

seventh item mentioned
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Start

Name Variable Description Position Format Source
VACUTL7_ 62 CHAR(1)
VACUTLS Same as VACUTLL, but contains the 63 CHAR(3) CAPI Section 4

eighth item mentioned

VACUTLS_ 66 CHAR(1)

VACUTL9 Same as VACUTL1, but contains the 67 CHAR(3) CAPI Section 4
ninth item mentioned

VACUTL9_ 70 CHAR(1)

b. Variable content changes

Beginning in 2003Q2, the following changes become applicable.

Variable name New codes/definitions/descriptions

VACUTLY New Codes:
315 Combined electric, gas, water, sewerage (codes 100, 200, 210)
325 Combined electricity, gas, piped-in water, trash/garbage
collection and sewerage maintenance (codes 100, 110, 200, 210, 220)
335 Combined cable TV/satellite/community antenna and internet
connection/computer data services (codes 290, 300)
900 Combined Expense (any item in section/part)

4. UTC file

a. Variable deletions

Beginning in 2003Q2, the following variables will no longer be recorded. The positions for these
deleted variables will be left blank.

Start
Name Variable Description Position Format
BILUSED Was a bill or other record used or 43 CHAR(1)
was an estimate given?
Checks or checkbooks are not
considered records.
CODED
1 Records used
2 Estimate
S 04D 7g
BILUSED 44 CHAR(1)

b. Variable additions
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Beginning in 2003Q2, the UTC file will contain the following new variables.

Start
Name Variable Description Position Format Source

HAVEBILL | Did the respondent use a bill or statement? 61 CHAR(1) | CAPI Section 4
(Answer No if only checkbook records were
used)

1 Yes, bill or statement used
2 No, bill or statement not used.

HAVE_ILL 62 CHAR(1)

UTIL1 If UTILY = 900, then UTIL1 will contain the 63 CHAR(3) | CAPI Section 4
first code mentioned of the multiple items
indicated in UTILY

UTIL1_ 66 CHAR(1)

UTIL2 Same as UTIL1, but contains the second 67 CHAR(3) | CAPI Section 4
item mentioned

UTIL2_ 70 CHAR(1)

UTIL3 Same as UTIL1, but contains the third item 71 CHAR(3) | CAPI Section 4
mentioned

UTIL3_ 74 CHAR(1)

UTIL4 Same as UTIL1, but contains the fourth item 75 CHAR(3) | CAPI Section 4
mentioned

UTIL4_ 78 CHAR(1)

UTILS Same as UTIL1, but contains the fifth item 79 CHAR(3) | CAPI Section 4
mentioned

UTIL5 82 CHAR(1)

UTIL6 Same as UTIL1, but contains the sixth item 83 CHAR(3) | CAPI Section 4
mentioned

UTIL6 86 CHAR(1)

UTIL7 Same as UTIL1, but contains the seventh 87 CHAR(3) | CAPI Section 4
item mentioned

UTIL7_ 90 CHAR(1)

UTIL8 Same as UTIL1, but contains the eigth item 91 CHAR(3) | CAPI Section 4

mentioned
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Start
Name Variable Description Position Format Source
UTIL8_ 94 CHAR(1)
UTIL9 Same as UTIL1, but contains the ninth item 95 CHAR(3) | CAPI Section 4
mentioned
UTIL9 98 CHAR(1)

c. Variable content changes

Beginning in 2003Q2, the following changes become applicable.

Variable name New codes/definitions/descriptions

UTILY New Codes:
315 Combined electric, gas, water, sewerage (codes 100, 110 200, 220)
325 Combined electricity, gas, piped-in water, trash/garbage
collection and sewerage maintenance (codes 100, 110, 200, 210, 220)
335 Combined cable TV/satellite/community antenna and internet
connection/computer data services (codes 290, 300)
900 Combined Expense (any item in section/part)

5. CRAfile

a. Variable additions

Beginning in 2003Q2, the CRA file will contain the following new variables.

Start
Name Variable Description Position Format Source

CRMCDA1 If CRMCODEA = 310, then CRMCDAL1 will 39 CHAR(3) | CAPI Section 5
contain the first code mentioned of the multiple
items indicated in CRMCODEA

CRMCDA1_ 42 CHAR(1)

CRMCDAZ2 Same as CRMCDAL1, but contains the second 43 CHAR(3) | CAPI Section 5
item mentioned

CRMCDA2_ 46 CHAR(1)

CRMCDA3 Same as CRMCDAL, but contains the third 47 CHAR(3) | CAPI Section 5
item mentioned

CRMCDA3_ 50 CHAR(1)

CRMCDA4 Same as CRMCDAL, but contains the fourth 51 CHAR(3) | CAPI Section 5
item mentioned

CRMCDA4 54 CHAR(1)
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Start
Name Variable Description Position Format Source

CRMCDAS Same as CRMCDAL, but contains the fifth item 55 CHAR(3) | CAPI Section 5
mentioned

CRMCDAS 58 CHAR(1)

CRMCDAG6 Same as CRMCDA1, but contains the sixth 59 CHAR(3) | CAPI Section 5
item mentioned

CRMCDAG6 62 CHAR(1)

CRMCDA7 Same as CRMCDAL, but contains the seventh 63 CHAR(3) | CAPI Section 5
item mentioned

CRMCDA7_ 66 CHAR(1)

CRMCDAS8 Same as CRMCDAL, but contains the eighth 67 CHAR(3) | CAPI Section 5
item mentioned

CRMCDAS8 70 CHAR(1)

CRMCDA9 Same as CRMCDAL, but contains the ninth 71 CHAR(3) | CAPI Section 5
item mentioned

CRMCDA9 74 CHAR(1)

5. CRB file

a. Variable additions

Beginning in 2003Q2, the CRB file will contain the following new variables.

Start
Name Variable Description Position Format Source

QADPSPTX | Total cost of supplies purchased by CU 220 NUM(8) CAPI Section 5
adjusted for business & reimbursement)

QADP PTX 228 CHAR(1)

QADTLRX Total cost of supplies rented by CU (adjusted 229 NUM(8) CAPI Section 5
for business & reimbursement)

QADTLRX 237 CHAR(1)

CRMCDB1 If CRMCODEB = 310, then CRMCDAL1 will 238 CHAR(3) | CAPI Section 5
contain the first code mentioned of the
multiple items indicated in CRMCODEB

CRMCDB1_ 241 CHAR(1)

CRMCDB2 Same as CRMCDB1, but contains the second 242 CHAR(3) | CAPI Section 5
item mentioned

CRMCDB2_ 245 CHAR(1)

CRMCDB3 Same as CRMCDB1, but contains the third 246 CHAR(3) | CAPI Section 5
item mentioned

CRMCDB3 249 CHAR(1)
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Start
Name Variable Description Position Format Source

CRMCDB4 Same as CRMCDB1, but contains the fourth 250 CHAR(3) | CAPI Section 5
item mentioned

CRMCDB4 253 CHAR(1)

CRMCDB5 Same as CRMCDBL1, but contains the fifth 254 CHAR(3) | CAPI Section 5
item mentioned

CRMCDBS5 257 CHAR(1)

CRMCDB6 Same as CRMCDB1, but contains the sixth 258 CHAR(3) | CAPI Section 5
item mentioned

CRMCDB6 261 CHAR(1)

CRMCDB7 Same as CRMCDB1, but contains the 262 CHAR(3) | CAPI Section 5
seventh item mentioned

CRMCDB7_ 265 CHAR(1)

CRMCDBS8 Same as CRMCDB1, but contains the eigth 266 CHAR(3) | CAPI Section 5
item mentioned

CRMCDBS8 269 CHAR(1)

CRMCDB9 Same as CRMCDB1, but contains the ninth 270 CHAR(3) | CAPI Section 5
item mentioned

CRMCDB9 273 CHAR(1)

6. APAfile

a. Variable additions

Beginning in 2003Q2, the APA file will contain the following new variables.

Start
Name Variable Description Position Format Source

MJAPPL1 If MAJAPPLY = 225, then MJAPPL1 will 53 CHAR(3) CAPI Section 6
contain the first code mentioned of the
multiple items indicated in MAJAPPLY

MJAPPL1 56 CHAR(1)

MJAPPL2 Same as MJAPPL1, but contains the 57 CHAR(3) CAPI Section 6
second item mentioned

MJAPPL2 60 CHAR(1)

MJAPPL3 Same as MJAPPL1, but contains the third 61 CHAR(3) CAPI Section 6
item mentioned

MJAPPL3_ 64 CHAR(1)

MJAPPL4 Same as MJAPPL1, but contains the 65 CHAR(3) CAPI Section 6
fourth item mentioned

MJAPPL4 68 CHAR(1)

MJAPPLS Same as MJAPPL1, but contains the fifth 69 CHAR(3) CAPI Section 6
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Start
Name Variable Description Position Format

Source

item mentioned

MJAPPLS 72 CHAR(1)

MJAPPL6 Same as MJAPPL1, but contains the sixth 73 CHAR(3) CAPI Section 6
item mentioned

MJAPPL6 76 CHAR(1)

MJAPPL7 Same as MJAPPL1, but contains the 77 CHAR(3) CAPI Section 6
seventh item mentioned

MJAPPL7 80 CHAR(1)

MJAPPLS Same as MJAPPL1, but contains the 81 CHAR(3) CAPI Section 6
eighth item mentioned

MJAPPLS8 84 CHAR(1)

MJAPPL9 Same as MJAPPL1, but contains the 85 CHAR(3) CAPI Section 6

ninth item mentioned

MJAPPLO 88 CHAR(1)

b. Variable content changes

Beginning in 2003Q2, the following changes become applicable

Variable name New codes/definitions/descriptions

MAJAPPLY New Codes:
225 Combined clothes washer & Dryer (190, 200)

7. APB file
a. Variable additions

Beginning in 2003Q2, the APB file will contain the following new variables.

Start
Name Variable Description Position Format Source

MNAPPL1 If MINAPPLY =900, then MNAPPL1 will 44 CHAR(3) CAPI Section 6
contain the first code mentioned of the
multiple items indicated in MINAPPLY

MNAPPL1_ 47 CHAR(1)

MNAPPL2 Same as MNAPPL1, but contains the 48 CHAR(3) CAPI Section 6
second item mentioned

MNAPPL2 51 CHAR(1)

MNAPPL3 Same as MNAPPL1, but contains the 52 CHAR(3) CAPI Section 6
third item mentioned

MNAPPL3 55 CHAR(1)

MNAPPL4 Same as MNAPPL1, but contains the 56 CHAR(3) CAPI Section 6
fourth item mentioned
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Start
Name Variable Description Position Format Source

MNAPPL4 59 CHAR(1)

MNAPPL5 Same as MNAPPL1, but contains the fifth 60 CHAR(3) CAPI Section 6
item mentioned

MNAPPL5 63 CHAR(1)

MNAPPL6 Same as MNAPPL1, but contains the 64 CHAR(3) CAPI Section 6
sixth item mentioned

MNAPPL6 67 CHAR(1)

MNAPPL7 Same as MNAPPL1, but contains the 68 CHAR(3) CAPI Section 6
seventh item mentioned

MNAPPL7 71 CHAR(1)

MNAPPL8 Same as MNAPPL1, but contains the 72 CHAR(3) CAPI Section 6
eighth item mentioned

MNAPPLS8 75 CHAR(1)

MNAPPL9 Same as MNAPPL1, but contains the 76 CHAR(3) CAPI Section 6
ninth item mentioned

MNAPPL9 79 CHAR(1)

b. Variable content changes

Beginning in 2003Q2, the following changes become applicable

Variable name

New codes/definitions/descriptions

MINAPPLY

New Codes:

900 Combined expense (any item in section/part)

8. EQB file

a. Variable additions

Beginning in 2003Q2, the EQB file will contain the following new variables.

Start
Name Variable Description Position Format Source

APPRPB1 If APPRPRYB =900, then APPRPB1 will 37 CHAR(3) CAPI Section 7
contain the first code mentioned of the
multiple items indicated in APPRPRYB

APPRPB1 40 CHAR(1)

APPRPB2 Same as APPRPB1, but contains the 41 CHAR(3) CAPI Section 7
second item mentioned

APPRPB2 44 CHAR(1)

APPRPB3 Same as APPRPB1, but contains the third 45 CHAR(3) CAPI Section 7
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Start
Name Variable Description Position Format

Source

item mentioned

APPRPB3_ 48 CHAR(1)

APPRPB4 Same as APPRPB1, but contains the 49 CHAR(3) CAPI Section 7
fourth item mentioned

APPRPB4 52 CHAR(1)

APPRPB5 Same as APPRPB1, but contains the fifth 53 CHAR(3) CAPI Section 7
item mentioned

APPRPB5 56 CHAR(1)

APPRPB6 Same as APPRPB1, but contains the 57 CHAR(3) CAPI Section 7
sixth item mentioned

APPRPB6 60 CHAR(1)

APPRPB7 Same as APPRPB1, but contains the 61 CHAR(3) CAPI Section 7
seventh item mentioned

APPRPB7_ 64 CHAR(1)

APPRPBS8 Same as APPRPB1, but contains the 65 CHAR(3) CAPI Section 7
eighth item mentioned

APPRPBS8 68 CHAR(1)

APPRPB9 Same as APPRPB1, but contains the 69 CHAR(3) CAPI Section 7

ninth item mentioned

APPRPB9 72 CHAR(1)

b. Variable content changes

Beginning in 2003Q2, the following changes become applicable

Variable name New codes/definitions/descriptions

APPRPRYB New Codes:

(100, 110)
210 Combined expense (any item in section/part)

115 Combined garbage disposal/range hood/built-in dishwasher and other
household appliances including washer, refrigerator or range/oven

9. FRAfile

a. Variable additions

Beginning in 2003Q2, the FRA file will contain the following new variables.

Start
Name Variable Description Position Format Source
FRNPRY 1 If FURNPURY =900, then FRNPRY1 will 37 CHAR(3) CAPI Section 8

contain the first code mentioned of the
multiple items indicated in FURNPURY
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Start

Name Variable Description Position Format Source

FRNPRY1_ 40 CHAR(1)

FRNPRY 2 Same as FRNPRY1, but contains the 41 CHAR(3) CAPI Section 8
second item mentioned

FRNPRY2 44 CHAR(1)

FRNPRY 3 Same as FRNPRY1, but contains the 45 CHAR(3) CAPI Section 8
third item mentioned

FRNPRY 3 48 CHAR(1)

FRNPRY 4 Same as FRNPRY1, but contains the 49 CHAR(3) CAPI Section 8
fourth item mentioned

FRNPRY4 52 CHAR(1)

FRNPRY5 Same as FRNPRY1, but contains the fifth 53 CHAR(3) CAPI Section 8
item mentioned

FRNPRYS5 56 CHAR(1)

FRNPRY 6 Same as FRNPRY1, but contains the 57 CHAR(3) CAPI Section 8
sixth item mentioned

FRNPRY6_ 60 CHAR(1)

FRNPRY7 Same as FRNPRY1, but contains the 61 CHAR(3) CAPI Section 8
seventh item mentioned

FRNPRY7_ 64 CHAR(1)

FRNPRY 8 Same as FRNPRY1, but contains the 65 CHAR(3) CAPI Section 8
eighth item mentioned

FRNPRYS8 68 CHAR(1)

FRNPRY9 Same as FRNPRY1, but contains the 69 CHAR(3) CAPI Section 8

ninth item mentioned

FRNPRY9 72 CHAR(1)

b. Variable content changes

Beginning in 2003Q2, the following changes become applicable

Variable name New codes/definitions/descriptions

FURNPURY New Codes:
900 Combined expense (any item in section/part)

10. CLAfile

a. Variable additions

Beginning in 2003Q2, the CLA file will contain the following new variables.
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Start
Name Variable Description Position Format Source
CLOTHA1 If CLOTHYA =900, then CLOTHAL will CHAR(3) CAPI Section 9
contain the first code mentioned of the
multiple items indicated in CLOTHYA
44
CLOTHA1 CHAR(1)
47
CLOTHA?2 Same as CLOTHAZ1, but contains the CHAR(3) CAPI Section 9
second item mentioned
48
CLOTHA?2 51 CHAR(1)
CLOTHA3 Same as CLOTHAL, but contains the third CHAR(3) CAPI Section 9
item mentioned
52
CLOTHA3 55 CHAR(1)
CLOTHA4 Same as CLOTHAA1, but contains the CHAR(3) CAPI Section 9
fourth item mentioned
56
CLOTHA4 59 CHAR(1)
CLOTHAS Same as CLOTHAL, but contains the fifth CHAR(3) CAPI Section 9
item mentioned
60
CLOTHAS 63 CHAR(1)
CLOTHA®G6 Same as CLOTHAA1, but contains the CHAR(3) CAPI Section 9
sixth item mentioned
64
CLOTHAG6 67 CHAR(1)
CLOTHA7 Same as CLOTHAZ1, but contains the CHAR(3) CAPI Section 9
seventh item mentioned
68
CLOTHA7 71 CHAR(1)
CLOTHAS8 Same as CLOTHAZ1, but contains the CHAR(3) CAPI Section 9
eighth item mentioned
72
CLOTHAS8 75 CHAR(1)
CLOTHA9 Same as CLOTHAL, but contains the CHAR(3) CAPI Section 9
ninth item mentioned
76
CLOTHA9 79 CHAR(1)

b. Variable content changes

Beginning in 2003Q2, the following changes become applicable

Variable name

New codes/definitions/descriptions

CLOTHYA New Codes:
275 Combined pants/slacks/jeans and shirts/blouses/tops (150, 190)
900 Combined expense (any item in section/part)

11. CLB file
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a. Variable additions

Beginning in 2003Q2, the CLB file will contain the following new variables.

Start
Name Variable Description Position Format Source
CLOTHB1 If CLOTHYB = 900, then CLOTHB1 will CHAR(3) CAPI Section 9
contain the first code mentioned of the
multiple items indicated in CLOTHYB
44
CLOTHB1_ CHAR(1)
47
CLOTHB 2 Same as CLOTHB1, but contains the CHAR(3) CAPI Section 9
second item mentioned
48
CLOTHB2_ 51 CHAR(1)
CLOTHB 3 Same as CLOTHB1, but contains the third CHAR(3) CAPI Section 9
item mentioned
52
CLOTHB3 55 CHAR(1)
CLOTHB4 Same as CLOTHB1, but contains the CHAR(3) CAPI Section 9
fourth item mentioned
56
CLOTHB4 59 CHAR(1)
CLOTHBS Same as CLOTHB1, but contains the fifth CHAR(3) CAPI Section 9
item mentioned
60
CLOTHBS5 63 CHAR(1)
CLOTHB®6 Same as CLOTHB1, but contains the sixth CHAR(3) CAPI Section 9
item mentioned
64
CLOTHB6_ 67 CHAR(1)
CLOTHB7 Same as CLOTHB1, but contains the CHAR(3) CAPI Section 9
seventh item mentioned
68
CLOTHB7_ 71 CHAR(1)
CLOTHB8 Same as CLOTHB1, but contains the CHAR(3) CAPI Section 9
eighth item mentioned
72
CLOTHBS8 75 CHAR(1)
CLOTHB9 Same as CLOTHB1, but contains the ninth CHAR(3) CAPI Section 9
item mentioned
76
CLOTHB9 79 CHAR(1)

b. Variable content changes

Beginning in 2003Q2, the following changes become applicable

Variable name

New codes/definitions/descriptions

CLOTHYB

New Codes:

900 Combined expense (any item in section/part)
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12. CLCfile

a. Variable additions

Beginning in 2003Q2, the CLC file will contain the following new variables.

Start
Name Variable Description Position Format Source
SEWING1 If SEWINGY = 440, then SEWING1 will CHAR(3) CAPI Section 9
contain the first code mentioned of the
multiple items indicated in SEWINGY
37
SEWING1_ CHAR(1)
40
SEWING?2 Same as SEWING1, but contains the CHAR(3) CAPI Section 9
second item mentioned
41
SEWING2_ 44 CHAR(1)
SEWING3 Same as SEWING1, but contains the third CHAR(3) CAPI Section 9
item mentioned
45
SEWING3_ 48 CHAR(1)
SEWING4 Same as SEWING1, but contains the CHAR(3) CAPI Section 9
fourth item mentioned
49
SEWING4 52 CHAR(1)
SEWING5 Same as SEWING1, but contains the fifth CHAR(3) CAPI Section 9
item mentioned
53
SEWINGS5 56 CHAR(1)
SEWING6 Same as SEWING1, but contains the sixth CHAR(3) CAPI Section 9
item mentioned
57
SEWING6 60 CHAR(1)
SEWING7 Same as SEWING1, but contains the CHAR(3) CAPI Section 9
seventh item mentioned
61
SEWING7_ 64 CHAR(1)
SEWING8 Same as SEWING1, but contains the CHAR(3) CAPI Section 9
eighth item mentioned
65
SEWINGS8 68 CHAR(1)
SEWING9 Same as SEWING1, but contains the ninth CHAR(3) CAPI Section 9
item mentioned
69
SEWING9 72 CHAR(1)
13. CLD file

a. Variable additions
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Beginning in 2003Q2, the CLD file will contain the following new variables.

Start
Name Variable Description Position Format Source
CLOTHD1 If CLOTHY D = 500, then CLOTHD1 will CHAR(3) CAPI Section 9
contain the first code mentioned of the
multiple items indicated in CLOTHYD
37
CLOTHD1_ CHAR(1)
40
CLOTHD2 Same as CLOTHD1, but contains the CHAR(3) CAPI Section 9
second item mentioned
41
CLOTHD2 _ 44 CHAR(1)
CLOTHD3 Same as CLOTHD1, but contains the third CHAR(3) CAPI Section 9
item mentioned
45
CLOTHD3_ 48 CHAR(1)
CLOTHD4 Same as CLOTHD1, but contains the CHAR(3) CAPI Section 9
fourth item mentioned
49
CLOTHD4 _ 52 CHAR(1)
CLOTHD5 Same as CLOTHD1, but contains the fifth CHAR(3) CAPI Section 9
item mentioned
53
CLOTHD5 56 CHAR(1)
CLOTHD6 Same as CLOTHDJ, but contains the sixth CHAR(3) CAPI Section 9
item mentioned
57
CLOTHD6 60 CHAR(1)
CLOTHD7 Same as CLOTHD1, but contains the CHAR(3) CAPI Section 9
seventh item mentioned
61
CLOTHD7 _ 64 CHAR(1)
CLOTHDS8 Same as CLOTHD1, but contains the CHAR(3) CAPI Section 9
eighth item mentioned
65
CLOTHDS8 68 CHAR(1)
CLOTHD9 Same as CLOTHD1, but contains the ninth CHAR(3) CAPI Section 9
item mentioned
69
CLOTHD9 72 CHAR(1)

14. LSDfile

a. Variable deletions

Beginning in 2003Q2, the following variables will no longer be recorded. The positions for these
deleted variables will be left blank.

Start
Name Variable Description Position Format
MODEL What is the make and model of the CHAR(4)
vehicle? 33

26



Name

Variable Description

Start
Position

Format

Census derived

MODEL_

37

CHAR(1)

b. Variable additions

Beginning in 2003Q2, the LSD file will contain the following new variables.

Start
Name Variable Description Position Format Source
MKMDEL Vehicle make and model 201 CHAR(5) CAPI Section 10
MKMDEL 206 CHAR(1)
LSDENDYR In what year was the lease terminated? 207 CHAR(4) CAPI Section 10
LSDE _DYR 211 CHAR(1)
15. OVB file

a. Variable deletions

Beginning in 2003Q2, the following variables will no longer be recorded. The positions for these
deleted variables will be left blank.

Start
Name Variable Description Position Format
MKMDLY What is the make and model of the CHAR(4)
vehicle?
Census derived 28
MKMDLY _ 32 CHAR(1)

b. Variable additions

Beginning in 2003Q2, the LSD file will contain the following new variables.

Start
Name Variable Description Position Format Source
MKMODEL Vehicle make and model 303 CHAR(5) CAPI Section 11
MKMODEL 308 CHAR(1)
NOOPTION Vehicle has no listed options 309 CHAR(1) CAPI Section 11
‘1’ =Yes
‘2’ =No
NOOP_ION 310 CHAR(1)
DKOPTION Don't know which options 311 CHAR(1) CAPI Section 11
‘1’=Yes
‘2’ =No
DKOP_ION 312 CHAR(1)
VFINANCE Was any portion of the vehicle price 313 CHAR(1) CAPI Section 11
financed?
‘1’ = Vehicle was financed
‘2’ = Vehicle not financed
16. VEQ file
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a. Variable additions

Beginning in 2003Q2, the VEQ file will contain the following new variables.

Start
Name Variable Description Position Format Source

VPSRVY1 If VOPSERVY = 500, then VPSRVY 1 will 59 CHAR(3) CAPI Section 12
contain the first code mentioned of the
multiple items indicated in VOPSERVY

VPSRVY1_ 62 CHAR(1)

VPSRVY2 Same as VPSRVY1, but contains the 63 CHAR(3) CAPI Section 12
second item mentioned

VPSRVY2_ 66 CHAR(1)

VPSRVY3 Same as VPSRVY1, but contains the third 67 CHAR(3) CAPI Section 12
item mentioned

VPSRVY3 70 CHAR(1)

VPSRVY4 Same as VPSRVY1, but contains the 71 CHAR(3) CAPI Section 12
fourth item mentioned

VPSRVY4 74 CHAR(1)

VPSRVY5 Same as VPSRVY1, but contains the fifth 75 CHAR(3) CAPI Section 12
item mentioned

VPSRVY5 78 CHAR(1)

VPSRVY6 Same as VPSRVY1, but contains the sixth 79 CHAR(3) CAPI Section 12
item mentioned

VPSRVY6_ 82 CHAR(1)

VPSRVY7 Same as VPSRVYL1, but contains the 83 CHAR(3) CAPI Section 12
seventh item mentioned

VPSRVY7_ 86 CHAR(1)

VPSRVY8 Same as VPSRVY1, but contains the 87 CHAR(3) CAPI Section 12
eighth item mentioned

VPSRVYS8_ 90 CHAR(1)

VPSRVY9 Same as VPSRVYL1, but contains the ninth 91 CHAR(3) CAPI Section 12
item mentioned

VPSRVY9 94 CHAR(1)

b. Variable content changes

Beginning in 2003Q2, the following changes become applicable

Variable name

New codes/definitions/descriptions

VOPSERVY

New Codes:
115 Combined oil change/lube/filter and motor tune-up (100,110)
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17. VLR file

a. Variable additions

Beginning in 2003Q2, the VLR file will contain the following new variables.

Start
Name Variable Description Position Format Source
VOPRGY1 If VOPREGY = 430, then VOPRGY1 will CHAR(3) CAPI Section 12
contain the first code mentioned of the
multiple items indicated in VOPREGY
33
VOPRGY1_ CHAR(1)
36
VOPRGY2 Same as VOPRGY, but contains the CHAR(3) CAPI Section 12
second item mentioned
37
VOPRGY2 40 CHAR(1)
VOPRGY3 Same as VOPRGY1, but contains the third CHAR(3) CAPI Section 12
item mentioned
41
VOPRGY3_ 44 CHAR(1)
VOPRGY4 Same as VOPRGY1, but contains the CHAR(3) CAPI Section 12
fourth item mentioned
45
VOPRGY4_ 48 CHAR(1)
VOPRGY5 Same as VOPRGY1, but contains the fifth CHAR(3) CAPI Section 12
item mentioned
49
VOPRGY5 52 CHAR(1)
VOPRGY6 Same as VOPRGY1, but contains the sixth CHAR(3) CAPI Section 12
item mentioned
53
VOPRGY6 56 CHAR(1)
VOPRGY7 Same as VOPRGY1, but contains the CHAR(3) CAPI Section 12
seventh item mentioned
57
VOPRGY7 _ 60 CHAR(1)
VOPRGY8 Same as VOPRGY, but contains the CHAR(3) CAPI Section 12
eighth item mentioned
61
VOPRGYS8 _ 64 CHAR(1)
VOPRGY9 Same as VOPRGY1, but contains the ninth CHAR(3) CAPI Section 12
item mentioned
65
VOPRGY9_ 68 CHAR(1)
18. IHB file

a. Variable content changes

Beginning in 2003Q2, the following changes become applicable
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Variable name New codes/definitions/descriptions
HHIBCBS New Code Format:
Is insurance company Blue Cross/Blue Shield?
1 Yes
2 No
19. MDB file

a. Variable additions

Beginning in 2003Q2, the MDB file will contain the following new variables.

Start
Name Variable Description Position Format Source
MEDPCY 1 If MEDPCARY = 900, then MEDPCY 1 will CHAR(3) CAPI Section 15
contain the first code mentioned of the
multiple items indicated in MEDPCARY
39
MEDPCY1_ CHAR(1)
42
MEDPCY2 Same as MEDPCY1, but contains the CHAR(3) CAPI Section 15
second item mentioned
43
MEDPCY2 46 CHAR(1)
MEDPCY3 Same as MEDPCY1, but contains the third CHAR(3) CAPI Section 15
item mentioned
47
MEDPCY3 50 CHAR(1)
MEDPCY4 Same as MEDPCY1, but contains the CHAR(3) CAPI Section 15
fourth item mentioned
51
MEDPCY4 54 CHAR(1)
MEDPCY5 Same as MEDPCY1, but contains the fifth CHAR(3) CAPI Section 15
item mentioned
55
MEDPCY5 58 CHAR(1)
MEDPCY6 Same as MEDPCY1, but contains the sixth CHAR(3) CAPI Section 15
item mentioned
59
MEDPCY6_ 62 CHAR(1)
MEDPCY7 Same as MEDPCY1, but contains the CHAR(3) CAPI Section 15
seventh item mentioned
63
MEDPCY7_ 66 CHAR(1)
MEDPCY8 Same as MEDPCY1, but contains the CHAR(3) CAPI Section 15
eighth item mentioned
67
MEDPCYS8 70 CHAR(1)
MEDPCY9 Same as MEDPCY1, but contains the ninth CHAR(3) CAPI Section 15
item mentioned
71
MEDPCY9 74 CHAR(1)
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b. Variable content changes

Beginning in 2003Q2, the following changes become applicable

Variable name

New codes/definitions/descriptions

MEDPCARY

New Codes:

900 Combined expense (any item in section/part)

20. MDC file

a. Variable additions

Beginning in 2003Q2, the MDB file will contain the following new variables.

Start
Name Variable Description Position Format Source
MEDRCY1 If MEDPCARY = 900, then MEDPCY 1 will CHAR(3) CAPI Section 15
contain the first code mentioned of the
multiple items indicated in MEDPCARY
39
MEDRCY1 _ CHAR(1)
42
MEDRCY 2 Same as MEDPCY1, but contains the CHAR(3) CAPI Section 15
second item mentioned
43
MEDRCY?2 46 CHAR(1)
MEDRCY 3 Same as MEDPCY1, but contains the third CHAR(3) CAPI Section 15
item mentioned
47
MEDRCY3_ 50 CHAR(1)
MEDRCY4 Same as MEDPCY1, but contains the CHAR(3) CAPI Section 15
fourth item mentioned
51
MEDRCY4 _ 54 CHAR(1)
MEDRCY5 Same as MEDPCY1, but contains the fifth CHAR(3) CAPI Section 15
item mentioned
55
MEDRCY5_ 58 CHAR(1)
MEDRCY6 Same as MEDPCY1, but contains the sixth CHAR(3) CAPI Section 15
item mentioned
59
MEDRCY6 62 CHAR(1)
MEDRCY7 Same as MEDPCY1, but contains the CHAR(3) CAPI Section 15
seventh item mentioned
63
MEDRCY7 66 CHAR(1)
MEDRCY8 Same as MEDPCY1, but contains the CHAR(3) CAPI Section 15
eighth item mentioned
67
MEDRCY8 70 CHAR(1)
MEDRCY 9 Same as MEDPCY1, but contains the ninth CHAR(3) CAPI Section 15
item mentioned
71
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Name Variable Description Position Format Source
MEDRCY9_ 74 CHAR(1)
b. Variable content changes
Beginning in 2003Q2, the following changes become applicable
Variable name New codes/definitions/descriptions
MEDRCARY New Codes:
900 Combined expense (any item in section/part)
21. EDAfile
a. Variable additions
Beginning in 2003Q2, the EDA file will contain the following new variables.
Start
Name Variable Description Position Format Source
EDUC_A1l If EDUC_AY = 380, then EDUC_A1 will CHAR(3) CAPI Section 16
contain the first code mentioned of the
multiple items indicated in EDUC_AY
51
EDUC_A1l_ CHAR(1)
54
EDUC_A2 Same as EDUC_A1, but contains the CHAR(3) CAPI Section 16
second item mentioned
55
EDUC A2 58 CHAR(1)
EDUC_A3 Same as EDUC_A1, but contains the third CHAR(3) CAPI Section 16
item mentioned
59
EDUC A3_ 62 CHAR(1)
EDUC_A4 Same as EDUC_AI, but contains the fourth CHAR(3) CAPI Section 16
item mentioned
63
EDUC_A4_ 66 CHAR(1)
EDUC_AS5 Same as EDUC_AI1, but contains the fifth CHAR(3) CAPI Section 16
item mentioned
67
EDUC_AS5_ 70 CHAR(1)
EDUC_A6 Same as EDUC_AI1, but contains the sixth CHAR(3) CAPI Section 16
item mentioned
71
EDUC A6 74 CHAR(1)
EDUC_A7 Same as EDUC_AI1, but contains the CHAR(3) CAPI Section 16
seventh item mentioned
75
EDUC A7 _ 78 CHAR(1)
EDUC_AS8 Same as EDUC_A1, but contains the eighth CHAR(3) CAPI Section 16
item mentioned
79
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Name Variable Description Position Format Source
EDUC_A8_ 82 CHAR(1)
EDUC_A9 Same as EDUC_AI1, but contains the ninth CHAR(3) CAPI Section 16
item mentioned
83
EDUC A9 86 CHAR(1)

b. Variable content changes

Beginning in 2003Q2, the following changes become applicable

Variable name New codes/definitions/descriptions

EDUC_AY New Codes:
335 Combined tuition room and board (300, 310, 320)

22. TRV file

a. Variable deletions

Beginning in 2003Q2, the following variables will no longer be recorded. The positions for these

deleted variables will be left blank.

Variable Description Start
Name Position Format
TYPETRIP Trip type 21 CHAR(1)
CODED
1 Visit relatives or friends
2 Business
3 Sightseeing, sports, etc.
4 Any other
5 Day trips
S18A col. ¢
TYPE RIP 22 CHAR(1)

23. MIS file

a. Variable additions

Beginning in 2003Q2, the MIS file will contain the following new variables.

Start
Name Variable Description Position Format Source
MISCDE1 If MISCCODE = 265 or 345, then CHAR(3) | CAPI Section 19
MISCDE1 will contain the first code
mentioned of the multiple items indicated
in MISCCODE
37
MISCDE1 _ CHAR(1)
40
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Name Variable Description Position Format Source
MISCDE?2 Same as MISCDE], but contains the CHAR(3) CAPI Section 19
second item mentioned
41
MISCDE2 44 CHAR(1)
MISCDE3 Same as MISCDE], but contains the third CHAR(3) CAPI Section 19
item mentioned
45
MISCDE3 48 CHAR(1)
MISCDE4 Same as MISCDE1, but contains the fourth CHAR(3) CAPI Section 19
item mentioned
49
MISCDE4 52 CHAR(1)
MISCDES Same as MISCDEJ1, but contains the fifth CHAR(3) CAPI Section 19
item mentioned
53
MISCDES 56 CHAR(1)
MISCDEG6 Same as MISCDE], but contains the sixth CHAR(3) CAPI Section 19
item mentioned
57
MISCDEG6_ 60 CHAR(1)
MISCDE7 Same as MISCDE], but contains the CHAR(3) CAPI Section 19
seventh item mentioned
61
MISCDE7 _ 64 CHAR(1)
MISCDES8 Same as MISCDE], but contains the CHAR(3) CAPI Section 19
eighth item mentioned
65
MISCDES8 68 CHAR(1)
MISCDE9 Same as MISCDE], but contains the ninth CHAR(3) CAPI Section 19
item mentioned
69
MISCDE9 72 CHAR(1)

b. Variable content changes

Beginning in 2003Q2, the following changes become applicable

Variable name New codes/definitions/descriptions
MISCCODE New Codes:
265 Combined pets/pet supplies/medicine for pets, pet services and
veterinarian expenses (240, 250, 260)
345 Combined TV computer games/computer game software, hand
held computer games/computer board games, toys/games and
hobbies (290, 300, 330, 340)
24. FN2 file

a. Variable content changes
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Beginning in 2003Q2, the following changes become applicable

Variable name

New codes/definitions/descriptions

CREDITR1 Deleted item code/description:

100 Credit cards

200 Stores credit

300 Banks

400 Credit Unions

500 Finance companies

600 Insurance Companies

700 Doctors/dentists/hospital care/

other medical partitions
(Do not include insurance
premium payments)
800 Other credit source(s)
New item code/description:

110 Gas credit cards, such as
AMOCO or EXXON

120 Store credit cards, such as
those issued by department,
specialty, electronics or
sporting good stores

130 Major credit cards, such as
VISA, Master Card, American
Express, or revolving credit
accounts

200 Store installment credit
accounts

510 Financial institutions, such as
banks, brokerages, savings and
loans, credit unions, or
insurance companies (Do not
include insurance premium
payments)

700 Doctors, dentists, hospitals, or
other medical practitioners for
expenses not covered by
insurance

800 Other credit, such as school
loans, personal loans, or loans
from retirement plans

25. FNA file

a. Variable content changes

Beginning in 2003Q2, the following changes become applicable

Variable name

New codes/definitions/descriptions

CREDITR5

Deleted item code/description:
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Variable name New codes/definitions/descriptions

100 Credit cards

200 Stores credit

300 Banks

400 Credit Unions

500 Finance companies

600 Insurance Companies

700 Doctors/dentists/hospital care/
other medical partitions
(Do not include insurance
premium payments)

800 Other credit source(s)

New item code/description:

110 Gas credit cards, such as
AMOCO or EXXON

120 Store credit cards, such as
those issued by department,
specialty, electronics or
sporting good stores

130 Major credit cards, such as
VISA, Master Card, American
Express, or revolving credit
accounts

200 Store installment credit
accounts

510 Financial institutions, such as
banks, brokerages, savings and
loans, credit unions, or
insurance companies (Do not
include insurance premium
payments)

700 Doctors, dentists, hospitals, or
other medical practitioners for
expenses not covered by
insurance

800 Other credit, such as school
loans, personal loans, or loans
from retirement plans

26. FNB file

a. Variable deletions

Beginning in 2003Q2, the following variables will no longer be recorded. The positions for these
deleted variables will be left blank.

Start
Name Variable Description Position Format
CRDCARDX | During the past 12 months, how much was paid for finance, 21 NUM(6)

interest and late charges to revolving credit accounts
including store, gasoline, and general purpose credit cards,
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Start
Name Variable Description Position Format
such as Sears, Amoco, Visa, MasterCard, etc.? (Exclude
yearly fees)
S21B.S a

CRDC_RDX 27 CHAR(1)

BANKX During the past 12 months, how much was paid for finance, 35 NUM(6)
interest and late charges to banks and savings and loans?

S21B.S ¢

BANKX 41 CHAR(1)

CDUNIONX During the past 12 months, how much was paid for finance, 42 NUM(6)
interest and late charges to credit unions?

S21B.Sd

CDUN_ONX 48 CHAR(1)

FININT During the past 12 months, how much was paid for finance, 49 NUM(6)
interest and late charges to finance companies?

S21B.Se

FININT 55 CHAR(1)

INSUREX During the past 12 months, how much was paid for finance, 56 NUM(6)
interest and late charges to insurance companies?

S21B.Sf
INSUREX 62 CHAR(1)
b. Variable additions
Beginning in 2003Q2, the FNB file will contain the following new variables.
Start
Name Variable Description Position Format Source

GASCARDX | Amount of interest charges, finance NUM(6) CAPI Section
charges, or late fees paid to gasoline 21
credit cards in the past 12 months.

77

GASC_RDX 83 CHAR(1)

STRCARDX | Amount of interest charges, finance NUM(6) CAPI Section
charges, or late fees paid to store credit 21
cards in the past 12 months.

84

STRC_RDX 90 CHAR(1)

MAJCARDX | Total amount paid for finance, interest, NUM(6) CAPI Section
or late charges to major credit cards or 21
other revolving credit accounts.

91

MAJC RDX 97 CHAR(1)

FININSTX Amount of interest charges, finance NUM(6) CAPI Section
charges, or late fees paid to financial 21
institutions in the past 12 months.

98
FINI_STX 104 CHAR(1)
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[ll. FILE INFORMATION

The microdata on CD-ROM are provided as SAS data sets or ASCII text files. The 2003 Interview
release contains four groups of Interview data files (FMLY, MEMB, MTAB, and ITAB), 50 EXPN files, and
processing files. The FMLY, MEMB, MTAB, and ITAB files are organized by the calendar quarter of the
year in which the data were collected. (See Section V.A.1.b. CALENDAR PERIOD VERSUS
COLLECTION PERIOD for a description of calendar and collection years.) There are five quarterly data
sets for each of these files, running from the first quarter of 2003 through the first quarter of 2004. The
FMLY files contain CU characteristics, income, and summary level expenditures; the MEMB files contain
member characteristics and income data; the MTAB files contain expenditures organized on a monthly
basis at the UCC level; and the ITAB files contain income data converted to a monthly time frame and
assigned to UCCs. Each of the 50 EXPN files contains five quarters of data. The EXPN files contain data
directly derived from their respective questionnaire sections.

The processing files enhance computer processing and tabulation of data, and provide
descriptive information on item codes. The processing files are: Aggregation scheme files used in the
published consumer expenditure survey interview tables and integrated tables (ISTUB and INTSTUB), a
UCC file that contains UCCs and their abbreviated titles, identifying the expenditure, income, or
demographic item represented by each UCC; two vehicle make and model files (VEHI and CAPIVEH]I),
and files containing sample programs (See Section VIl. A. SAMPLE PROGRAM). The processing files
are further explained in Section Ill.F.6. PROCESSING FILES.

Since space in this documentation prohibits the explanation of all information in the EXPN files,
we strongly suggest the user refer to the questionnaire. The questionnaire for the paper and pencil
interview is available on the CD in the Document folder under '101_ce302.pdf. The CAPI questionnaire
will be available on the Consumer Expenditure Survey webpage: http://www.bls.gov/cex/home.htm . A
list of the 50 EXPN file names including the Paper Questionnaire sections to which they relate follows.

APL Section 1, Part C General Survey Information — Major Household Appliances
RNT Section 2, Rented Living Quarters — CU Tenure, Rental Payments, Facilities, and
Parts A and B Services for Sample Unit and Other Units

OPB Section 3, Part B Owned Living Quarters and Other Owned Real Estate — Detailed Property
Description

OPD Section 3, Part D Owned Living Quarters and Other Owned Real Estate — Disposed of Property
MOR Section 3, Part F Owned Living Quarters and Other Owned Real Estate — Mortgages

HEL Section 3, Part G Owned Living Quarters and Other Owned Real Estate — Lump Sum Home
Equity Loans

OPH Section 3, Part H Owned Living Quarters and Other Owned Real Estate — Line of Credit Home
Equity Loans

OPI Section 3, Part | Owned Living Quarters and Other Owned Real Estate — Ownership Costs

UTA Section 4, Part A Utilities and Fuels for Owned and Rented Properties — Telephone Expenses

UTP Section 4, Part B Utilities and Fuels for Owned and Rented Properties — Additional Telephone
Expenses

UTB Section 4, Part C Utilities and Fuels for Owned and Rented Properties — Screening Questions

UTC Section 4, Part D Utilities and Fuels for Owned and Rented Properties — Detailed Questions
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CRA Section 5, Part A

CRB Section 5, Part B

APA Section 6, Part A

APB Section 6, Part B

EQB Section 7, Part B

FRA Section 8, Part A

FRB Section 8, Part B

CLA Section 9, Part A

CLB Section 9, Part B

CLC Section 9, Part C
CLD Section 9, Part D
RTV Section 10, Part A.1
LSD Section 10, Part B
OVB Section 11, Part B
OVC Section 11, Part C

VEQ Section 12, Part A

VLR Section 12, Part B

VOT Section 12, Part C
INB Section 13, Part B
IHB Section 14, Part B

IHC Section 14, Part C

MDB Section 15, Part B

MDC Section 15, Part C

Construction, Repairs, Alterations, and Maintenance of Owned and Rented
Property — Screening Questions

Construction, Repairs, Alterations, and Maintenance of Owned and Rented
Property — Job Description

Appliances, Household Equipment, and Other Selected Items — Purchase of
Household Appliances

Appliances, Household Equipment and Other Selected Items — Purchase of
Household Appliances and Other Selected Items

Household Equipment Repairs, Service Contracts, and Furniture Repair and
Reupholstering — Household Equipment Repairs and Service Contracts

Home Furnishings and Related Household Items — Purchases

Home Furnishings and Related Household Items — Rental, Leasing, or Repair
of Furniture

Clothing and Sewing Materials — Clothing

Clothing and Sewing Materials — Infants Clothing, Watches, Jewelry, and
Hairpieces

Clothing and Sewing Materials — Sewing Materials

Clothing and Sewing Materials — Clothing Services

Rented and Leased Vehicles — Screening Questions

Rented and Leased Vehicles — Detailed Questions for Leased Vehicles
Owned Vehicles — Detailed Questions

Owned Vehicles — Disposal of Vehicles

Vehicle Operating Expenses — Vehicle Maintenance and Repair, Parts, and
Equipment

Vehicle Operating Expenses — Licensing, Registration, and Inspection of
Vehicles

Vehicle Operating Expenses — Other Vehicle Operating Expenses
Insurance Other Than Health — Detailed Questions
Hospitalization and Health Insurance — Detailed Questions

Hospitalization and Health Insurance — Medicare, Medicaid and Other Health
Insurance Plans Not Directly Paid For By The CU

Medical and Health Expenditures — Payments For Medical Expenses

Medical and Health Expenditures — Reimbursements For Medical Expenses
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EDA Section 16

SUB Section 17, Part A

ENT Section 17, Part B

TRV Section 18,

Parts B and C
TRD Section 18, Part D
TRE Section 18, Part E
TRF Section 18, Part F
MIS Section 19, Part A

CNT Section 19, Part B

XPA Section 20, Part A

XPB Section 20, Part B

FN2 Section 21, Part A.1
FNA Section 21, Part A.2

FNB Section 21, Part B

Educational Expenses

Subscriptions, Memberships, Books, and Entertainment Expenses —
Subscriptions and Memberships

Subscriptions, Memberships, Books, and Entertainment Expenses — Books
and Entertainment Expenses

Trips and Vacations — Trips Paid Entirely by CU and Partially Reimbursed
Trips

Trips and Vacations — 100% Reimbursed Trips

Trips and Vacations — Trip Expenses for Non-CU Members
Trips and Vacations — Local Overnight Stays
Miscellaneous Expenses

Miscellaneous Expenses — Contributions

Expense Patterns For Food, Beverages, and Other Selected Items — Food
and Beverages

Expense Patterns For Food, Beverages, and Other Selected Items — Selected
Services and Goods

Credit Liability — Credit Balances — Second Quarter Only
Credit Liability — Credit Balances — Fifth Quarter Only

Credit Liability — Finance Charges — Fifth Quarter Only

Note that the variable NEWID, the CU'’s identification number, is the common variable among files by

which matching is done.

A. DATA SET NAMES

The file naming convention on the ASCII CD-ROM is as follows.
(“X" references the designated drive letter for your CD.)

XAINTRVWO3\FMLYI031x.TXT (Interview FMLY file for first quarter, 2003)
XAINTRVWO3\MEMBIO31x.TXT (Interview MEMB file for first quarter, 2003)
XAINTRVWO3\MTABI0O31x.TXT (Interview MTAB file for first quarter, 2003)
XAINTRVWONTABIO31x. TXT (Interview ITAB file for first quarter, 2003)
XAINTRVWO3\FMLYI032.TXT (etc.)

XAINTRVWO3\MEMBIO32.TXT

XAINTRVWO3\MTABI032.TXT

XAINTRVWOINITABIO32.TXT

XAINTRVWO3\FMLYI033.TXT

XANINTRVWO3\MEMBIO33.TXT

XAINTRVWO3\MTABIO33.TXT

XAINTRVWO3NTABIO33.TXT

XAINTRVWO3\FMLYI034.TXT
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XAINTRVWO3\MEMBIO34.TXT
XANINTRVWO3\MTABIO34.TXT
XANINTRVWOI\ITABIO34.TXT
XAINTRVWO3\FMLYI1041.TXT
XAINTRVWO3\MEMBI041.TXT
XAINTRVWO3\MTABIO41. TXT
XAINTRVWO3NITABIO41.TXT
XAINTRVWOIUCCIO3.TXT
XANINTRVWO3I\WVEHIO3. TXT
XAEXPNO3\APLO3.TXT
XAEXPNO3\RNTO3.TXT
XAEXPNO3\OPBO3.TXT
XAEXPNO3\OPDO3.TXT
XAEXPNO3\MOR03.T