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One of the preeminent African-American politicians of the 19th century, John Mercer Langston of Virginia was the only black
Member of Congress to serve in elected office both before and after the Civil War. Langston’s career as a proponent of civil rights,
which spanned neatly five decades, was capped by his service in the U.S. House (1890-1891).

Langston, John Mercer. From the Virginia Plantation to the National Capitol
(Hartford, CT: American Publishing Company, 1894)



HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 43
ONE HUNDRED SEVENTH CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION

SUBMITTED BY THE HONORABLE STENY A. HOYER

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the Senate concurring),

SECTION 1. PRINTING OF REVISED VERSION OF “BLACK AMERICANS IN
CONGRESS, 1870-1989”. An updated version of House Document 1o1—117, entitled “Black Americans
in Congress, 1870-1989” (as revised by the Library of Congress), shall be printed as a House document by
the Public Printer, with illustrations and suitable binding, under the direction of the Committee on House
Administration of the House of Representatives.

SECTION 2. NUMBER OF COPIES. In addition to the usual number, there shall be printed
30,700 copies of the document referred to in section 1, of which—(1) 25,000 shall be for the use of the
Committee on House Administration of the House of Representatives; and (2) 5,700 shall be for the use
of the Committee on Rules and Administration of the Senate.

Approved by the House March 21, 2001
Approved by the Senate April 6, 2001
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