
ECOLOGICAL
AREAS OF PRIMARY CONCERN

Ecological candidates of pri-
mary concern focused on the
characteristics of rarity, imper-
ilment, or the potential for loss
of large segments of an abun-
dant population during periods
of migratory concentration.
These include:

Critical ly imperiled and
imperiled species and eco-
logical communities,
Threatened and endangered
(T&E) species,
Depleted marine mammals,
and
Migratory waterbird con-
centrations

1. Areas containing critically
imperiled species or ecologi-
cal communities

2. Multi-species assemblages
where three or more differ-
ent candidate resources co-
occur

3. Migratory waterbird con-
centration areas identified as
Ramsar Sites or Western
Hemisphere Shorebird Re-
serve Network sites desig-
nated as Hemispheric, Inter-
national, and Endangered
Species Reserves

4. Areas containing candidate
species or ecological com-
munity occurrences that are
identified as excellent quali-
ty or good quality

5. Areas  
species and ecological com-
munities that are aquatic or
aquatic-dependent, or are
terrestrial with a limited
range
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