GSA SmartBUY

Governance Model

This reiterates the governance model for the SmartBUY program especially the procedures established in OMB Memorandum M-04-03 dated February 25, 2004, Subject: “Maximizing Use of SmartBUY and Avoiding Duplication of Agency Activities.”  The SmartBUY procedures include the following key steps:

· A governance board is in place to provide advice and guidance for the SmartBUY initiative.   All prospective SmartBUY agreements are vetted through the board and coordinated and approved by OMB before the formal process begins.  The board consists of OMB’s Administrator of e-Gov and IT, CIO Council Vice-Chairperson, CAO Council Vice-Chairperson, and GSA, FAS Associate Commissioner.

· GSA will keep the Governance Board regularly informed of its activities through weekly teleconferences/meetings and the OMB Administrator, IT and E-Gov informed through bi-weekly teleconferences.

· GSA will publish SmartBUY deals in FedBizOpps prior to any negotiations.  The FedBizOpps notices will be coordinated with, and approved by, OMB.
· GSA will keep the CIO and CAO communities actively involved through briefings at CIO and Federal Acquisition Council meetings and directly with agency representatives.

· At least 30 days before GSA expects to award a SmartBUY agreement, GSA will notify all agencies they should, to the extent possible, postpone all further purchase requirements, until the SmartBUY agreement is awarded.  GSA may request data on current and future agency requirements at that time.

· Agencies may request a waiver for compelling needs.  The agency needs to submit a memorandum setting forth the compelling justification, which needs to be signed by both the CIO and the CAO.  The waiver memorandum should be sent to GSA’s Office of Government-wide Policy with a copy to the OMB Administrator, IT and E-Gov at least 30 days prior to the expected award of the affected SmartBUY agreement.

· As a SmartBUY agreement is close to being consummated, all press materials and talking points will be coordinated with, and approved by, OMB. 

· Once the SmartBUY agreement is in place, it is the required channel for the purchase of that particular software.

