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THE 2002 NLSY79 CHILD ASSESSMENTS — Selected Tables

This document contains cross-tabulations that describe the assessments administered to
the children of the National Longitudinal Survey of Youth 1979 female respondents who were
interviewed in 2002. Starting in 1994, these assessments are now administered only to children
who have not attained their 15" birthday by the end of the survey calendar year.

Changes in the Child Assessments

Sample Changes. The random sample of about 38 percent of the children from the black and
Hispanic oversamples that were excluded from data collection in R19-2000 were back in the
field sample in R20-2002.

CAPI Administration. The mother-report assessment items for children under age 4 that were
moved from the Mother Supplement to the Child CAPI Supplement in R19-2000 were moved
back into the Mother Supplement in 2002. In 2002 the Mother Supplement also became a CAPI
questionnaire, administered to mothers on laptop. Thus, in 2002 the HOME, How My Child
Usually Acts (Temperament), Motor and Social Development, and the Behavior Problems Index
appear in the Mother (CAPI) Supplement for all children. This conversion to computerized
administration resulted in higher completion rates for the MS assessments in R20-2002.

Age Eligibility. In R20-2002, the age eligibility criteria for administration of the Temperament
(How My Child Acts) assessment was more restricted than in previous survey rounds. To be
eligible for this assessment in 2002, children had to:

e Dbe between 0 and 83 months at the date of the Mother Supplement interview, and
e have a date of birth occur before the mother’s R19-2000 interview date.

If the mother was not interviewed in R19, then the child DOB had to occur before 1/1/2000.

For example, if a child was born July 1, 2000, and the R20-2002 MS was administered on July
10, 2002, and Mother was not interviewed in R19 (say R18, 1998) the child would be 24 months
of age at DOI, but not eligible to be administered Temperament or MSD due to the Child DOB
occurring after 1/1/2000.

Scores in R20-2002. A number of scores for the Temperament assessment, previously included
in prior rounds, were not computed in R20-2002. Children who were younger than age 2 years
are nearly all excluded from the Temperament assessment. This document, then, does not
include tables for the following Temperament scales: Activity, Fearfulness, and Positive Affect.
No children were age eligible for the Activity scale in R20-2002. A very small number of
children (n=5) received valid scores for the Fearfulness and Positive Affect scales because they
were born in 2002 prior to the date of their mothers’ interview. While their scores are included
in the Child database, tables for these two scores are not included in this document. Children
under age 2 years with valid Temperament scores (n=7) have also been excluded from the tables
in this document for the Compliance and Insecure Attachment subscales.



Users are encouraged to access The NLSY79 Child & Young Adult Data Users Guide, that
accompanies the current release of the NLSY79 Child & Young Adult Data, for a detailed
description of the NLSY79 Child assessment data. Additional materials are available that
describe the strengths and limitations of the various Child data releases. These documents
include: The NLSY Child Handbook 1986-1990 — Revised Edition, and The NLSY Children 1992.
To obtain copies of these reports or other related data and documentation, please contact the
Center for Human Resource Research at the address below or access the BLS-NLS website at:
http://www.bls.gov/nls/nlsy79ch.htm.

NLS User Services
Center for Human Resource Research
The Ohio State University
921 Chatham Lane, Suite 100
Columbus, OH 43221-2418

Phone: (614) 442-7366
FAX: (614) 442-7329

usersvc(@postoffice.chrr.ohio-state.edu

This report was prepared under a contract with the Bureau of Labor Statistics, U.S. Department of Labor,
with fund provided by an intergovernmental transfer from the National Institutes of Child Health and
Human Development (NICHD). Interpretations or viewpoints contained in this document do not
necessarily represent the official position or policy of the Department of Labor or the NICHD.
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