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Armenia 

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor 

Statistics on the number of working children under age 15 in Armenia are unavailable.
225

  Children work in 
family-run agricultural or small business enterprises.

226
  Children can be observed selling flowers on the 

streets of Yerevan and working in local marketplaces, usually after school hours.
227

  There are reports of 
increasing numbers of children begging on the streets

228
 and dropping out of school to work in the 

informal sector, especially in agriculture.
229

  Child labor is one of many problems associated with poverty.  
In 1998, the most recent year for which data are available, 12.8 percent of the population in Armenia were 
living on less than USD 1 a day.

230
 

 
Girls are trafficked for sexual exploitation from and through Armenia to the United Arab Emirates, 
Turkey and several other countries.

231
In November 2005, a case of trafficking to Armenia came into the 

public eye when the National Security Service discovered a trafficked 16-year-old Ukrainian girl being 
exploited in the commercial sex industry in Yerevan. She was repatriated with the assistance of the 
Armenian government, who also arrested the trafficker.

232
   

 
By Constitutional guarantee, primary education and 5 years of secondary education are free and 
compulsory through age 14.

233
  In 2002, the gross primary enrollment rate was 99 percent and the net 

primary enrollment rate was 94 percent.
234

  Gross and net enrollment ratios are based on the number of 
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students formally registered in primary school and therefore do not necessarily reflect actual school 
attendance.  Primary school attendance statistics are not available for Armenia.

235
   Children from ethnic 

minority communities may be deterred by the scarcity of school materials and classes available in their 
native languages.

236
  Access to education in rural areas remains poor, and many schools lack heating and 

basic facilities.
237

  Agricultural responsibilities take precedence over school in rural areas, and children 
work in the fields during harvest season leading to prolonged absence from school.

238
  

 

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement 

The Labor Code sets the minimum age of employment for children at 16 years, but allows children ages 14 
to 16 years to work with written permission from a parent or guardian.

239
  Children ages 14 to 16 may only 

work up to 24 hours per week, and children ages 16 to 18 may work a maximum of 36 hours per week.  
Employers must require proof of a medical examination from any employee under age 18.

240
  Children 

under age 18 are prohibited from working overtime, at night, on holidays, or in hazardous work such as 
strenuous physical labor.   The Law on the Rights of the Child further defines hazardous work to include 
the production and/or sale of alcohol and tobacco products, as well as activities that may compromise 
children’s health, physical, or mental development, or interfere with their education.

241
   

 
Although there is no law specifically prohibiting the worst forms of child labor in Armenia, there are 
statutes under which the worst forms can be prosecuted.  The Constitution and the Law on Employment 
of 1992 prohibit forced and bonded labor, including by children.

242
  The Criminal Code outlaws trafficking 

in persons, which is punishable by fines or up to 8 years of imprisonment, and specifically outlaws child 
trafficking, which is punishable by up to 7 years of imprisonment.

243
  Sexual intercourse with a minor 

under age 16 and enticing underage girls into prostitution are also criminal offenses.
244

  The Law on the 
Rights of the Child gives responsibility to the government to protect children from criminal activities, 
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prostitution, and begging.
245

  Armenian males are registered for military conscription at age 16, but are not 
subject to compulsory military service until age 18.

246
  

 
According to the U.S. Department of State, local community councils and unemployment offices have 
jurisdiction to enforce the laws on minimum working age, but their efforts are uneven.

247
  There have been 

no reports of child labor complaints being prosecuted in Armenia.
248

  Although the Armenian government 
has heightened its attention to the issue of trafficking and is taking steps to more effectively prevent and 
prosecute trafficking-related offenses,

249
 the U.S. Department of State reports that enforcement of anti-

trafficking laws is generally weak, and there is evidence of collusion with traffickers by individual 
government officials.  Traffickers were tried under the Criminal Code, however, there were instances 
when cases that should have been trafficking cases were classified under the pimping statutes, which 
carry lower penalties.

250
   

 

Current Government Policies and Programs to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child 
Labor 

In 2005, the Government of Armenia ratified the Optional 
Protocol to the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child on 
the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict, and the 
Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the 
Child on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child 
Pornography.

251
  Ratification of these instruments is thought 

to be a step forward in the implementation of Armenia’s 
National Plan of Action for the Protection of Children’s 
Rights 2003-2015.

252
  This plan, adopted in 2003, was designed 

in accordance with the UN Convention on the Rights of the 
Child and is linked to Armenia’s Millennium Development 
Goals and Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper.

253
  

 
The government approved a National Action Plan to combat trafficking in January 2004.  Armenian 
officials began to implement elements of the plan and increased the number of prosecutions under the 

                                                      
245

 UN Committee on the Rights of the Child, Consideration of Reports Submitted by States Parties: Armenia (2003), Paragraph 414. 
246

 Ibid., Paragraph 51. 
247

 U.S. Department of State, Country Reports- 2005: Armenia, Section 6d. 
248

 U.S. Embassy- Yerevan, reporting, August 18, 2004. 
249

 Ibid. 
250

 U.S. Department of State, Trafficking in Persons Report.  See also U.S. Department of State, Country Reports- 2005: Armenia, Section 
5. 
251

 UNICEF, Armenia Ratifies Key Treaties for Children, UNICEF, [online] April 13, 2005 2005 [cited June 23,  2005]; available from 
http://www.unicef.org/ceecis/media_1587.html.  See also United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, Ratifications 
and Reservations: 11.c. Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child 
pornography New York, 25 May 2000.,  December 13, 2005 [cited December 16, 2005]; available from 
http://www.ohchr.org/english/countries/ratification/11_c.htm.  See also United Nations High Commissioner for Human 
Rights, Ratifications and Reservations: 11.b. Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in 
armed conflict New York, 25 May 2000,  December 13, 2005 [cited December 16, 2005]; available from 
http://www.ohchr.org/english/countries/ratification/11_b.htm. 
252

 UNICEF, UNICEF Praises Armenian Progress Towards a Protective Environment for All Children, UNICEF, [online] April 13, 2005 
[cited June 23, 2005]; available from http://www.unicef.org/media/media_26000.html. 
253

 UNICEF, Armenia Reviews Progress on Child Rights, UNICEF, [online] April 29, 2005 [cited June 23, 2005]; available from 
http://www.unicef.org/ceecis/media_1648.html. 
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National Plan for Children  

National Child Labor Action Plan  

Sector Action Plan (Trafficking)  
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anti-trafficking statute, but the government’s record on victim protection remained mixed.
254

  However, 
the government is collaborating with international organizations and NGOs on a variety of counter-
trafficking efforts, including mass-media public awareness campaigns and two NGO-run hotlines for 
trafficking victims.

255
  IOM contributes to Government of Armenia counter-trafficking efforts through 

projects that train Armenian consular staff to recognize and assist trafficking victims in Armenia and 
destination countries and support Armenian law enforcement agencies and border guard troops in 
detection, investigation and prosecution of traffickers.

256
  Armenia has participated in the Black Sea 

Economic Cooperation (BSEC) Working Group on Cooperation in Combating Crime since 1998.
257

  
Armenian officials coordinate with the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) on 
anti-trafficking efforts, including a March 2005 workshop on Combating Trafficking in Children.

258
  In June 

2005, Armenia’s Office of the Prosecutor General signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the 
UNDP, aimed at improving trafficking prevention and victim assistance.

259
 

 
The Ministry of Education and Science is implementing the final phase of its Educational National Plan 
2001-2005 which focuses on improving education quality and broadening children’s involvement in the 
system.

260
  Under its National Plan of Action for the Protection of the Rights of the Child (2003-2015), the 

government aims to implement numerous other educational reforms including improved registration 
systems; psycho-social support services in schools; programs targeted to special-needs children; greater 
outreach to families; support for extracurricular activities; modernized technology; curriculum and 
teaching methodologies; and better financial management in the education sector.

261
  Progress toward 

these reforms has been slow, due largely to inadequate financing.
262

  
 
Armenia is a participating member of the Framework Program of Cooperation between the Council of 
Europe and Ministries of Education of Armenia, Georgia, and Azerbaijan.  The framework aims to 
develop the education system in these countries; assist in structural reform of the education sector; 
develop curriculum and teaching methodologies; and support regional cooperation.

263
  The World Bank is 

currently funding the Second Social Investment Fund Project, which assists the Government of Armenia in 
ongoing efforts to upgrade schools; repair school heating systems; upgrade furniture in schools; and carry 
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out other community development activities that aim to strengthen local educational institutions.
264

  
Another World Bank-funded project, Educational Quality and Relevance, is building the capacity of the 
Ministry of Education and Science to develop education quality monitoring systems; strengthen ongoing 
education reforms; implement communications technology; and improve project evaluation.

265
  Current 

UNICEF projects are working with the government toward its goal of increasing preschool enrollment 
and making preschools more flexible and family-friendly,

266
 and on promoting life-skills activities and 

inclusive education for children with disabilities.
267
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