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I am aware though that the Court has a greatly increasing
caseload, and this is a concern I am sure because there are ever
more decisions that have the potential for review and that need
review, and the Court is limited by sheer virtue of numbers and
hours in what can be done; this is a concern.

Senator BAUCUS. What in your view will be the most difficult
question the Court will face in the next 25 years—the death penal-
ty? Abortion? What will it be?

Judge O'CONNOR. I do not think I can answer that. It hears all
the major issues of the day in one way or another. Most of those
land before the Court, and it ultimately addresses most of those
grave and serious concerns that this Nation faces in one form or
another. I would not know which of those on reflection would turn
out to be the most significant.

Senator BAUCUS. Thank you very much.
The CHAIRMAN. Judge O'Connor, I am sure you would agree that

our constitutional form of government is probably the greatest
form of government in the world. Many people feel that the Consti-
tution is the greatest document ever written by the mind of man
for the governing of a people.

In view of that I guess a good epitaph for a judge would be,
"Here lies a judge who upheld the Constitution."

Judge O'CONNOR. I think that would be very apt, Mr. Chairman.
The CHAIRMAN. Thank you very much.
In view of that I think we can now recess, as we planned to, until

10 o'clock tomorrow morning.
[Whereupon, at 5:10 p.m., the hearing was recessed, to reconvene

on Thursday, September 10, 1981, at 10 a.m.]
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