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agreed and disagreed, but speaking of character, one could never
question his, nor that of the other gentleman.

So, I thank you very much and appreciate your taking the time
to be with us this morning.

Mr. EDLEY. Thank you, Senator.
The CHAIRMAN. NOW, we will move to the next panel. Our next

panel, Sister Mary Virgilius Reidy, former principal of a school at-
tended by Judge Thomas, St. Benedict's, in Savannah, GA; Father
John Brooks, president of Holy Cross College; Hon. John Gibbons,
former chief justice of the third circuit, and now professor of law at
Rutgers University; and Dr. Niara Sudarkasa, president of Lincoln
University.

I appreciate you all being here. Dr. Sudarkasa does not know,
but she and I are almost neighbors. Lincoln University is sort of in
my backyard, or I am in their front yard.

I want to thank you all. Let me acknowledge ahead of time,
Sister, when you are speaking, if I find myself involuntarily saying
"yester" or "noster," it is purely that, involuntary. Father Brooks,
if I say something to you that appears to be contentious, will you
give me anticipatory absolution, and if you could write a little note
to my brother-in-law, who is a graduate of your university, that I
treated you nicely, regardless of how it goes, I would appreciate it.

With that, with all kidding aside, let me begin, I assume in the
order that we began. Sister, welcome. It is nice to formally have
you before us, and please begin with your testimony.

STATEMENT OF A PANEL CONSISTING OF SISTER MARY VIRGI-
LIUS REIDY, FORMER PRINCIPAL, ST. BENEDICT'S, SAVANNAH,
GA; FATHER JOHN BROOKS, PRESIDENT, HOLY CROSS COL-
LEGE; HON. JOHN GIBBONS, PROFESSOR OF LAW, RUTGERS
UNIVERSITY; AND NIARA SUDARKASA, PRESIDENT, LINCOLN
UNIVERSITY
Sister VIRGILIUS. Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, I

would like to introduce myself. I am Sister Mary Virgilius Reidy, a
member of the Institute of Missionary Franciscan Sisters.

We, the Missionary Franciscan Sisters have a long history among
the black people of Georgia, a history of which we, the so-called
"nigger nuns," are justifiably proud. Our foundress, a few years
after establishing a first foundation in Minnesota in 1873, having
heard of the poverty and oppression of the recently freed Negro in
the South, moved courageously and quickly to open a training
school for girls in Augusta, and one later in Savannah. After the
turn of the century, we opened other schools in both cities and con-
tinued to educate black children at primary and high school levels,
until laws concerning integration caused their closure.

From my lived experienced in Georgia for 13 years, during which
time I first met Clarence Thomas as a fifth grade student, I can
readily empathize with any youngster who grew up as a second-
class citizens in the hard days of segregation.

Clarence Thomas was no stranger to the indignities suffered be-
cause of the Jim Crow laws. It was not easy to have to swim at a
beach for blacks only, to be served food through a hatch at the
back of a restaurant in the pouring rain, a restaurant only whites
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could enter, or to be required to pay for that food before it was
given, to ride always in the rear of the bus, and to see their par-
ents suffer like indignities. Such treatment could easily leave a
person embittered and scarred, but such is not the person we meet
in Clarence Thomas.

Even in his early years, Clarence was an independent thinker,
one who challenged the status quo. Is it any wonder, then, that at
a young age, he questioned the daily recitation of the Pledge of Al-
legiance, which ensures liberty and justice for all, when neither lib-
erty nor justice was available to black children? Do we perhaps
begin to see here the early beginnings of a judicial mind, so ably
demonstrated at these hearings?

I taught Clarence Thomas in the eighth grade. He was a regular
fun-loving boy. He was cooperative and studious, willing to give a
helping hand to those less able than himself. He was always grate-
ful to those who provided a home for him and to the Sisters who
taught him. He seemed to recognize and appreciate the sacrifices
others made for his betterment.

Even in later years, after his appointment as Chairman of the
EEOC, Clarence Thomas showed his gratitude by making a special
visit to Boston to thank me and the other Sisters who had taught
him. I might add that the 1,000 or more young people, who over
several years graduated from my class, Clarence was one of the few
who came to say "thank you."

His question on that occasion was a searching one: Why was it
that you Sisters could do for us black kids what nobody else could
or did do? My answer had to be that, as followers of our founders,
who, like St. Francis, loved God and his poor, we too would love
God in the person of these children put especially in our care.

During these hearings, much has been said about certain speech-
es and writings of Judge Thomas. One speech with which I am fa-
miliar has not been referred to thus far. I am referring to a speech
delivered to the Franciscan Sisters in a fund raising appeal. It is
dated April 5, 1986, for your easy reference and reading, and I
highly recommend it.

What has since become a national concern was then a grave con-
cern for Clarence Thomas. He said, and I quote:

What we had yesterday is precisely what we need now, as a bare minimum, as an
indispensable starting point, that is, God, values, morality, and, of course, education.
The Sisters accepted our equality without a Civil Rights Act, they accepted equality
of education without a Supreme Court decision, they lived in the inner city with us
before we knew that it was the inner city.

Judge Thomas has not forgotten his roots. He lived day by day
the cruel story of discrimination. He knows the results of being on
the wrong side of the law, not because of what one has done, but
because of the color of one's skin.

I am most grateful for having this opportunity to testify in favor
of Judge Thomas' confirmation as a Justice of the Supreme Court.
The road from the unpaved streets of our part of Savannah to
these hallowed halls cannot have been an easy one to travel, but
Clarence Thomas has demonstrated that he has overcome obstacles
that might have defeated a lesser man.

Thank you.
The CHAIRMAN. Thank you, Sister.
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Father Brooks.

STATEMENT OF FATHER JOHN E. BROOKS
Father BROOKS. Mr. Chairman, I am the Reverend John E.

Brooks of the Society of Jesus, president of the College of the Holy
Cross in Worcester, MA.

It is both an honor and a pleasure for me to appear before you
on behalf of Judge Clarence Thomas and to participate in the proc-
ess which I hope will conclude with the seating of Judge Thomas as
an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court. I have known Judge
Thomas for almost a quarter century, so I believe I can speak
about him with some authority.

I first came to know Judge Thomas when he was a student at the
College of the Holy Cross from 1968 to 1971. When he entered the
college, I was vice president and academic dean. Appointed presi-
dent of the college in 1970, Judge Thomas' graduating class in 1971
was the first over which I presided as president.

In preparation for this meeting today, I came across a memoran-
dum which I had written on April 21, 1970, to the Reverend Ray-
mond J. Swords of the Society of Jesus, my immediate predecessor
in the presidency of the college, in which memorandum I had rec-
ommended that he appoint Clarence Thomas to membership in
Alpha Sigma Nu, the national Jesuit College Honor Society. The
reasons I gave them may be of interest today. Allow me to quote
from that memo.

May I recommend that you consider nominating Clarence Thomas, class of 1971,
to membership in Alpha Sigma Nu. Clarence has a cumulative quality point index
of 3.577 and ranks very high in his class. He is a member of the Purple Key, the
Black Student Union, and is genuinely respected by his fellow students.

The good judgment, integrity, and serious concern for the college
which I had observed in Clarence Thomas as a student, and then
his educational record and experience which I had followed closely
during the years following his graduation from Holy Cross, led me
to seek his appointment to the board of trustees of the college in
1978. He served two 4-year terms from 1978 through 1986, and he
was reelected to the board in 1987, and continues to serve at the
present time.

Judge Thomas is an active member of our board, concerned
about all those things board members ought to take seriously: Edu-
cational quality, finances, student and faculty productivity and the
like. However, I would like to limit my remarks to characteristics I
have observed in him which I suspect have some bearing upon his
fitness to serve on our highest Court. They are his energetic con-
cern for the education of all our young people, especially for those
of minority backgrounds, and his very practical approach to obtain-
ing it for them. Judge Thomas is a realist. He knows the essential
part which a good solid education has played in his own rise from
abject privation to prominence, and he knows that it is the key
which will unlock the same doors for others. Judge Thomas has
been an active recruiter of minority students for Holy Cross,
making the college known to them, assisting them in the applica-
tion process, and making sure that, once enrolled, they do not drop
out.
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I find it difficult to recall a single meeting of the board of trust-
ees during which Judge Thomas did not question the administra-
tors of the college, including the president, about the status of mi-
nority recruitment—how many African-American students did we
enroll; how many had applied; from which high schools; with what
SAT scores; about the status of financial aid for minority students;
about the relative rank in class of minority students; about the
social climate for minority students; about the graduation record of
minority students. With a willing acknowledgment that minority
students might need and be given some special and supplementary
counseling, Judge Thomas insisted always that every student be
held to the same standards of excellence and that each one be
given the opportunity and effective encouragement to attain excel-
lence.

As a trustee, Judge Thomas met frequently with African-Ameri-
can students at Holy Cross. On occasions of his visits to the college,
he scheduled meetings with our Black Student Union so that he
might have a firsthand, personal knowledge of those students with
a background like his own. Over the years, he became a kind of
role model for our African-American students, and in speaking
with them, he was never stingy with either advice, know-how, or
making the right connections for them. His message was never an
easy one, but it was real and it was practical: Work hard, make the
best of every opportunity, and know that we are there to help in
every way we can.

Judge Thomas is a practical man. He is well aware that the
board, room, and tuition costs at a private, 4-year, liberal arts col-
lege like Holy Cross are far and beyond the financial resources of
almost all minority applicants. He has been constant in his support
for our Martin Luther King, Jr., scholarship program for African-
American students which makes possible for others the same brand
of opportunity which was made possible for him.

Over the past few months, you have heard and read a great deal
about Judge Clarence Thomas. My personal knowledge of him con-
vinces me that he is a man of compassion, good judgment, and in-
telligence. His zeal for justice, freedom, and equal opportunity for
all Americans is well-known to us at Holy Cross. Our highest Court
will be greatly honored and enriched by his service.

I thank you, Mr. Chairman.
[Prepared statement follows:]




