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somehow it would preclude you from having that same kind of ob-
jectivity as the views you have expressed about the ninth amend-
ment?

Judge THOMAS. I don't believe, Senator, that I have expressed
any view on the ninth amendment, beyond what I have said in this
hearing, after becoming a member of the judiciary. As I pointed
out, I think it is important that when one becomes a member of
the judiciary that one ceases to accumulate strong viewpoints, and
rather begin to, as I noted earlier, to strip down as a runner and to
maintain and secure that level of impartiality and objectivity nec-
essary for judging cases.

Senator LEAHY. Does that mean if you were just a nominee, a
private citizen as a nominee to the Supreme Court, you could
answer the question, but as a judge you cannot?

Judge THOMAS. I think a judge is even more constrained than a
nominee, but I also believe that in this process, that if one does not
have a formulated view, I don't see that it improves or enhances
impartiality to formulate a view, particularly in some of these diffi-
cult areas.

Senator LEAHY. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. My time is up, but I
am sure the judge realizes that we will probably havj to revisit
this subject a tad more. Thank you.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you very much.
The Chair recognizes Senator Kennedy for a moment regarding a

clarification of a quote that was used this morning.
Senator KENNEDY. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I think there was

just one area of clarification.
Yesterday I questioned Judge Thomas, and I used these words:
Mr. Sowell goes on to suggest that employers are justified in believing that mar-

ried women are less valuable as employees than married men. He says that if a
woman is not willing to work overtime as often as some other workers, needs more
time off for personal emergencies, that may make her less valuable as an employee
or less promotable to jobs with heavier responsibilities.

And then the judge went on and gave his response to that ques-
tion.

In a response to a question earlier this morning from Senator
DeConcini, Judge Thomas said, "There were questions on—I think
the comment yesterday by Senator Kennedy, I believe, was some-
thing to the effect that women who were married weren't as good
employees. And as an employer and someone who has employed a
significant number of women, I did not find that to be true and
made that very clear."

I would just like to ask consent that the record—I understood
what Judge Thomas was trying to say this morning, and

Judge THOMAS. I did not intend to attribute Professor Sowell's
quotes to you. [Laughter.]

Senator KENNEDY. SO I would just ask consent that the record re-
flect that modification at the appropriate point.

Senator LEAHY. I thought that was a little out of character there,
Ted.

The CHAIRMAN. Without objection, the record will be corrected.
Senator KENNEDY. Thank you.
The CHAIRMAN. The Senator from Pennsylvania, Senator Spec-

ter.


